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WIBA, Chump-Educator, Has Madison 
As America’s Most Suspicious Town 





Madison, Oct. 24. 

As a result of a persistent cam- 
-paign waged over station WIBA 
against petty rackets it is believed 
that Madison, capitol of Wiscon- 
gin, is being given a complete go-by 
in the underworld of fast talkers. 

Like most medium-sized provin- 
cial cities Madison has suffered 
plenty of burns from high pressure 
out-of-towners, but whereas com- 
plaints of from 10 to 15 suckers a 
day used to be registered at the 
Chamber of Commerce now only 
three of four a week are received. 
_ WIBA telegraphically investigated 
the claims of 100 ‘working their 
‘way through coilege’ subscription 
salesman and found everyone a 
phoney. It broadcast the results of 
a Commerce's body investigation of 
a ‘suit club’ racket, caught the pro- 
moters and forced them give back 
all the deposits. 

Abusing Piety 

‘Cook book’ and ‘go to church 
stamps,’ two twin embezzlements 
whereby glib salesmen victimized 
unsuspecting church people and 
Ladies Aid Societies, were run out 
of town. 

Constant radio warnings, descrip- 
tions of the way of working chisels, 
were broadcast so often and so 
thoroughly that Madison has been 


(Continued on page 55) 


19 VISIONARY MASTER 
BREWERS LOOK AHEAD 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 
Along with thousands of students 








enrolled in Chicago, Northwestern, 
Loyola, DePaul, and other local 
centers of erudition this year has 


seen the revival of a hall of learn- 
ing long defunct. That is the In- 
stitute of Fermentation on Lincoln 
ave. 

It’s nearly 20 years since a class 
Was eraduated but the ancient de- 
gree of M. B. (master brewer) is 
to be conferred on 19 students next 
spring. That many far-seeing 
young men have enrolled to find out 
about making beer. They expect 
to have swell jobs as soon as they 
graduate. 
~ Meanwhile the first issue of a new 
trade paper called ‘Brewing Indus- 
try’ appeared last Saturday (22) A. 
J. Fehrenback is editor. 


Carbe Becalmed 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 














$3 Embalming 





‘All you can eat for 60 cents,’ 
a slogan of some restaurants 
since the depresh, has inspired 
one speakeasy proprietor who 
announces: 

‘All you can eat and drink 
for $3.’ Sandwiches and potato 
salad is the unvarying menu. 

The drinks are actually 
limited to 16, but for ordinary 
purposes it’s figured that that 
number ought to take care of 
every body. 


DIVORCE FOR ASKING 














BY NEW MEXICAN LAW 


Mexico City, Oct. 24. 

Divorce lawyers in the Federal 
District, a community with a popu- 
lation of 1,300,000, which includes 
Mexico City, have been dealt a blow 
by District's new civil code provid- 
ing bursting of matrimonial bonds 
in 15 days without trouble or ex- 
pense. 

Under code, all disgruntled mar- 
ried folk have to do is to present 
themselves together at office of the 
civil registry in district in which 
they live, declaye that they have 
both determined to get a divorce 
and that they have no children. 

Law requires that they think mat- 
ters over for 15 days, then if they 
assert they are still firm in their 
determination, divorce papers are 
issued. Solid citizens are alarmed 
at great increase in divorces law has 
inspired. 


NBC GROSS, 1ST TIME, 
EXCEEDS SATEVEPOST 


advertising world the two 
are paired 











In the 
media whose incomes 
compa:cd are the ‘Saturday 
and NBC. For the 
the network 
organ as re- 


and 
Evening Post’ 
first time in history, 
exceeds the Lorimer 
gards advertising revenue. Mag’s 
accumulative income from this 
source for the first nine months of 
the current year, according to 
‘Denny's Record,’ totals $18,865,480, 
while NBC total for this period 
comes to $20,486,359. For the month 
of September the ‘Post’ took in from 
advertising $1,006,496, as against 
NBC’s net. of $1,807.795. 

How these two media have fared 


plying election returns is shown in 


wanted to hold a party on election 





comparatively in the past three 

With a quota immigration number | years is told in the following fig- 
for her return to this country not/ures: In 1931 the ‘Post’ grossed 
available until next spring, Greta!/from its advertising pages around 
Garbo will remain abroad until April. | $36,000,000, and NBC accumulated 
Harry Eddington, her personal|from the sale of time $25,600,000. 
representative, will leave here} Previous year the setup was around | 
around Christmas to go to Sweden | $48,000,000 ‘Post,’ and around $20,- | 
and conver’ with the actress regard- | 000,000 NBC. In 1929 the mag hit a | 
ins hor return under the Metro | $52,500,000 level, while the network | 
banne ‘garnered $14,300,000. j 


quoted $75, the same figure as four 
years ago for the same spot, 


MEETS ALL TRAING 
FROM HOLLYWOOD 


CHI, AMERICA’S BATH TUB 





Darlings in Russia 


+ 








Reporters Classify Celebs— 
Some Known as ‘Spouse 

. Praisers’ — Little Interest 
in Show Biz Execs—Meet- 
ing the ‘Chief’ Same as 
‘Berengaria’ 





SMILES AND GROUCHES 





By BOB LANDRY 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 


Chicago has become America’s 
bath tub. 

Traveling celebrities, coming from 
or going to California and New 
York, know Chicago as the oasis 
between coal soot and desert sand. 

It may be this urgency to perform 
their baptismal rites that makes 
some of the Hollywood celebs so 
peevish to the local press. Meeting 
trains has become a regular part 
of Chicago journalism on a par with 
meeting the ‘Berengaria.’ 

Answer to the question of what 


(Continued on page 37) 


A. P.-U. P. REFUSE 
RADIO VOTE 
RETURNS 


Yielding to an avalanche of pro- 
tests from newspaper members, both 
the Associated Press and the United 
Press are giving the cold shoulder 
to NBC and the Columbia network 
en the radio bids for the election 
returns service. Press associations 
refuse to sell or permit the chains 
to use any part of the collected 
info. 

NBC claims that it will be able to 
get along conveniently without these 
sources, since the news service con- 


(Continued on page 44) 


ELECTION NITE LIFE 
DEPENDS ON RETURNS 


Some ieda of the inroads radio 
is making on the business of sup- 

















the experience of a club which 


night with the returns as a feature. 
Both Western Union and Postal 





cause it smacks of inside stuff, 
doesn’t look like the patent publicity 
office copy that goes out. 


theatre, the 
cured the theatre for a limited num- 
Last | ber of dates. 


One Film Man’s Hunch 





Hollywood, Oct. 24, 
Sam Freedman, former Uni- 
versal supervisor and _ indie 
film producer, has dropped his 
World-Wide producing con- 
tract, packed his family on the 
train and returned to Cincin- 
nati to manage a brewery. 
Formerly in the beer busi- 
ness in that city, he figures 
that lager is on the way back, 
and that a brewery will pay 
off better than pictures. 


CHI’S MAYOR CERMAK 
PLUGS FOR THEATRES 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Mayor Anton Cermak refused to 
permit the Dixiana Showboat, from 
Sheboygan, Wis., to tie up in the 
Chicago viver for theatrical pur- 
poses. ‘If Ed Wapnpler and his back- 
ers want to bring a troupe of Ohio 
river actors, let them hire a the- 
atre,’ is the mayor’s attitude. 

With only four out of 17 legits 
lighted, Cermak takes the position 
that it’s unfair to taxpayers to per- 
mit untaxed showboat opposition. 
In rebuttal Wappler will argue that 
the showboat is not a competitive 
production but a floating museum 
and curiosity. Wappler claims the 
showboat will employ 40 Chicago- 
ans, including union stagehands and 
musicians, at a total weekly payroll 
of $2,000, and the city will other- 
wise benefit from license fees, dock- 
age and other taxes. Wappler still 
hopes to open Nov. 7. 

















RADIO KEYHOLE NEWS 


FINDS READY MARKET 


Now that radio publicity depart- 
ments have discovered that the only 
kind of pictures the dailies will go 
for are out-and-out leg art, p. a’s 
are going this one better and are 
sending out columnist ‘key hole’ 
material about their artists. They 





find it is getting printed. 


Papers are using the material be- | 
and 


P. a.’3 know that they can ship 


out reams of the usual blah about 
their talent, 
desk waste baskets. 
different for the stuff written a la | daughter, 
columnist about the various studio 
romances, 
over-the-transom copy. 


but it all reaches city 
It’s proving | 


blessed events and other | 





Stove Installation 

Norristown, Pa., Oct. 24. 
Co-operating with the Garrick 
‘Times-Herald’ has se- 


week both companies wrote in cut- Paper intends to conduct a cook- 
ting the quotation one half, orj/ing school at times when 
$37.50, itures are shown in the building. i 


| agency, 


Hardship Is the Lot Even of Petted 


’s Picture World 


Moscow, Oct. 10. 


An article in a recent issue of the 
film paper ‘Kino’ here would have 
made pleasant reading for Holly- 
wood headliners grumbling over the 
depression. The article gave a few 
details about the heusing accom- 
modations of some of the outstand- 
ing personalities in the Russian 
film world. 

Russians do not normally delve 
into the personal affairs of their 
screen favorites. This excursion into 
the homes of some directors, scen- 
arists, etc., had a purpose. The film 
paper was out to show how badly 
film people are housed in order to 
stimulate the building of a few 
apartment houses especially for 
their use. 

There is Vsevelod Pudovkin (‘Last 
Days of St. Petersburgh,’ ‘Mother,’ 
etc.), for example. The lucky plu- 
tocrat actually possesses ‘a com- 
fortable flat of several rooms in a 
good neighborhood. He can even 
work quietly and comfortably at 
home.’ 





Gas a Luxury 

Another favorite of the Soviet 
gods, O. Leonidov, owns ‘three good 
rooms, with gas and bath.’ That, of 
course, will make the Hollywood 
crowd green with envy, especially 
the gas and bath. As an additional 
touch of grandeur the article records 


(Continued on page 44) 


FROM 42D TO 45TH TO 
GET INTO SHOW CENTER 


The 








Broadway Theatre Ticket 
a prominent agency on 42nd 
street, has moved its headquarters 
to 45th street at the Piccadilly 
hotel. The switch was occasioned 
because of the much greater legit 
activity on the latter thoroughfare. 
No doubt that 45th street has 
usurped the rating of being Broad- 
way’s best theatre street. 

There are but two legit attrac- 
tions on 42nd street at present, 
neither being hits, whereas there 
are nine shows on 45th street, five 
of those shows i Ya successes, 


Star Sues Daughter 


For Using Stage Name 





Vienna, Oct. 15. 
Ida Ruska, musical comedy star, 
has filed suit against her own 
Maidie, for appearing in 
cabarets as Maidie Ruska. 


Mother says daughter is spoiling 


| her reputation since she is far from 
|} mother’s artistic 


standing and might 


be mistaken for her because of the 


family name. Girl says she can’t 

be expect d to be on the bills with 

her real family name, Muller, as 

that is far too commonplace. ‘Ruska’ 

being a stage name anyway, she 

has just as much rieht to it as her 
Derision was reser 1 
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Exhibitor Complaints Apt to Force 
Film Stars, in Groups, Off the Air 


» 3 fi ln ra 
«las Ln \t<a ms and 


radio is 


ent & will possibly result 
in a ntime by Hays Organiaa- 
tien which wi stablish the first 
precede t m reveal ws of the two 
fields Exkhi> s have been pro- 
test = 
Serious > A » of Haysians 
is mow eins giv the idea of 
t is a re star cluster na- 
tiena!l breadcasts. This would mean 
a new clause being written into 
many contracts which would pro- 


hibit the player from becoming af- 
filiated with the air in any respect 
except with the approval of the 
performer’s company. ; 

An open break with radio has 
been avoided by Will Hayes since 
his entrance in pictures. The ether 
interests are indirectly but im- 
portantly represented in the pra- 
ducer organization since at least 
four votes in the directorate are 
controlled by arms’ of RCA and 
General Electric. 

Complaints of exhibitors through- 
out the U. S. is admitted virtually 
now forcing Hays to act. The re- 
cent star broadcast for the unem- 
ployed from Hollywood on @ na- 
tional hook-up is reported to have 
brought the matter to a head be- 
cause many of the big theatres, as 
well as subsequent runs, attributed 
a marked drop in patronage that 
night to the screen’s personal loud 
speaker appearance, / 

The belief, -until now encouraged 
by the Hays Organization, that radio 
is not a competitor of the theatre 
is disrupted by the definite declara- 
tions of representative exhibitors 
and theatre managers in what 
amounts to the first voluntary poll 
of the country’s boxoffices on the 
air subject. 


| 





Lugosi Broke, with 


Furniture Main Asset 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. ; 
Bankruptcy petition of Bela Lu- 
gosi, filed in U. S. District court 
here, lists $2,965 in liabilities and 
$600 worth of possible assets. Larg- 
est debt was the $1,000 clothing bill 
owed Alexander and Oviatt. i 
Lugosi listed four suits of clothes 
valued at $100 and a $500 equity 
in furniture as his assets. 
Lulu Schubert, house keeper for 
Lugosi, filed a wage claim for $704, 
a year’s pay at $20 a week. 

State labor commission’s office 
says this is a preferred claim, ex+ 
empt from inclusion in the bank- 
ruptcy petition since it was in- 
curred within 90 days of the filing 
of the latter. 


233 Club’s Suit for Tax 
Refund Under Advisement 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Federal Judge James has taken 
under advisement the suit of the 
233 Club against the government in 
which the club seeks to recover 
$12,905, taxes paid for 1924. Holly- 
wood body contends that it is not 
a taxable organization, - 

Counsel for the U. S. Revenue 
collector maintained that the club 
is purely social and not a fraternal 
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of the fund chairmen from the vari- 








order. Latter is income tax free. 
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A Columnist Doubles ' 





Hollywood, Oct. 24, 

Bill Crouch, City News Serv- 
ice picture columnist, will grab 
off a little extra money by dub- 
bing in the hog calling for Will 
Rogers in Fox’s ‘County Fair. 
Before going for journalism 
Crouch raised hogs in Iowa. 


Tribal War Breaks 
Loose on Location 
And Reaches Court 


Cheyenne, Oct. 24. 

Court action started in Landers, 
Wyo., to attach Columbia’s ‘Red 
Man’ company,. on location. there, 
failing. Studio settled individually 
with several Indians accidentally 
injured during marking of the pic- 
ture. 

Company says redskins were hurt 
as a result of a long standing feud 
between Shoshone and Arapahoe 
tribes, members of both appearin 
in the _ picture. An Arapaho 
trampled assertediy by Shoshone 
riders: when he fell off his horse, 
and a Shoshone, shot.,in the back, 
were the two Indians most seriously 
hurt. 


Howard to Ireland for 
‘Paddy’ Atmosphere Shots 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Wm. K. Howard, who sails from 
New York Oct. 28, is going to Ire- 
land to obtain atmospheric shots for 
‘Paddy, the Next Best Thing, in 
which Janet Gaynor will be starred 
by Fox. Howard will also camera 
in London. Play was at the Savoy 
there for three years. 
James Wong Howe, Chinese cam- 
eraman, will function with Howard. 
Picture is scheduled for produ?- 
tion. next March and it is likely that 
either Leslie Howard or Bryan 
Ahearn will ,play opposite Miss 
Gaynor. It would be Ahearn’s first 
picture. 




















Fish Pond Slaps $22,100. 
Damage Action on U 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. | 
Fish pond in front‘ of the Uni- 
versal studio is responsible for a 
$22,100 damzrge suit brought in 
Superior court against U by §&. 8. 
Simon, character actor. 

Player claims that the water in 
the pond overflowed and made the’ 
surrounding walk so slimy that he 
slipped, fell, broke a bone in his 
left arm, and wrenched his left leg 


and foot. He asks $2,210 for time 
lost at his regular salary of $10D 
a week , and $20,000 exemplary 
damages. j 





Marxes’ Western 


Holywood, Oct., 24. 
Marx. Brothers haye abandoned 
‘Oo La La’ as their next Paramount 
picture. Background was a myth 
ical kingdom. 
They have now started ona west- 
ern idea. 


ORKOW ON NEW PLAY 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
3en Orkow leaves the Fox writ+ 
staff. following adaptation of 
which Mar- 





ing 
‘The Infernal Machine,’ 
cel Varnel directs. 

Orkow goes to Carmel to wrestle 
with a new play. 





Haussmann Quits Col. 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

After working at Columbia one 
week on the adaptation of ‘Careers,’ 
John: Haussmann left the lot this 
week to return by auto to New York 
on a play job for Brock Pembertom 

Zita Johann (Mrs. Haussmann) 
remains here, 





Studios’ Charity Start 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Film section of the Community 
| Chest drive was:launched today (24) 


following an organization luncheon 


‘appear that a reporter ‘had over- 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Boston “American” said: 
“Will Mahoney is a whole show in 
himself. The Metropolitan has had 
nothing in its history to equal him. 
The audience yesterday made his 
appearance the gréatest _ triumph 
we can remember.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Story of Stars 
On Hotels’ Cuff 


Draws Squawk 


That the average star in transit 
spurns the cnff at hotels and is 
regarded as one of the best spend- 
ers by hotel authorities is being 
brought to light as the result of an 
interview recently . published in 
Boston. The story, claiming the 
opposite to be true, names a list 
of prominent film people who sup- 
posedly spurn bills and squawk when 
the management ‘insists on pay- 
ment, 

Many of the major picture com- 
panies, so deluged the management 
of the Boston hotel mentioned with 
complaints. against this’ kind of 
publicity that the hotel threatened 
to sue the paper unless a retraction 
was made. 

Hotel manager, who was quoted, 
denied any knowledge of the inter- 
view and the complainants were 
satisfied when the ‘hotel made it 











heard the owner of’ ‘the building 
privately voicing his opinion on the 
subject to friends. 

According to the interview, hotel 
men throughout the country re- 
garded star free board as a routine 
of the players. and were putting to-. 
gether a list’ of names to be re- 
garded unwelcome as guests. 


-VICKI BAUM’S LECTURES 


A 0 Weeks Tour—Will Complete 
Two Plays In. East 











Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Vicki Baum’s contract at Metro 
is up and she has left for New 
York to start a lecture tour. Miss 
Baum is booked for'-106 weeks in 
universities and womeén’s clubs. She 
will talk about everything but pic-+ 
tures. 

Miss Baum will complete a play 
for John Golden, called ‘The Divine 
Drudge,’ and another ‘for Lewis 
Gensler while in New York. 

Metro has a tentative’ arrange; 
ment for the authoress to return 
here in January. Her last script 
was the well thumbed play, ‘Son of 
the Nile,’ on which many writers 
have worked. George Fitzmaurice 
will probably meg. 

Miss Baum may return to Metro 
in January under an option held by 
that company, 





Fagan Quits Goldwyn 
For Return to England 


s Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
James B. Fagan is off Sam Gold- | 
wyn’s. payroll after four weeks as 
dialog writer on ‘The Masquerader.’ 
Formerly at’ Paramount, director- 
writer intends to return to England 





within a few weeks. with his. wife, 





ous studios. 


Jack Warner. chairman, presided. | 


|}appearance while 


Mary: Grey. Latteri made one legit | 
here with the! 
Pasadena Community. Players. 


} Reilly 





Hooking Raft 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

George Raft received a letter 
from a trout fly ;manufacturer 
who notified the iactor that he 
had named a new fly after him. 

Fly-making fan went into 
raves over Raft and wound up 
by requesting: ‘Please die in; 
some other picture like you 
did in “Scarface.”’ 











Par Has Its Woe 
Finding ‘Lion Man’ 
Who Warbles Base 


Hollywood, Oct. 24, 

Paramount | issuing. bulletins of 
the police ‘wanted’ type to obtain 
an actor for the ‘lion man’ part in 
‘King of the Jungle.” 

More than 15,000 of the posters 
have been sent to athletic clubs, 
Y.M.C.A.’s and other spots whete 
they will be seen by those meeting 
the requirements of ‘a well-built 
young man, with some acting abil- 
ity, a striking screen personality 
anda voice to: suit the physique.‘ 

Candidates, who will be paid $200 
a week if accepted, are requested 
to rush full‘ length photographs in 
bathing trunks to the studio cast- 
ing director. 

Only slight'error of the bulletin 





‘is the picture of an almost-nude 


athlete, shown ‘wearing shorts that 
look very much like the femme var- 
iety with a strap: hanging down that 
has the apptaranice of a woman's 
garter. 

Garter thing is there despite the 
Paramount studio moanings that 
every candidate so far tested has 
fallen short in the voice tests, and 
that whenever a man has been 
found with the physical require- 
ments his voice is a falsetto. 


Duncan Sis. Reuniting; 
Vivian, Asther Separate 


Omaha, Oct. 24. 

Rosetta Duncan, playing the local 
Orpheum with Fanchon & Marco’s 
‘Town and Country’ unit, says she'll 
be joined here during the week by 
her sister Vivian (Mrs. Nils Asther), 
whereupon the Duncan Sisters’ will 
reunite for stage purposes. 

Miss Duncan stated that in a long 
distance phone corversation her 
sister said, ‘I'm going to quit raig- 








ing Asthers and go back to the show 


business.’ 

It was ‘denied that the Asthers 
contemulate divorce, but Rosetta 
explained they will separate so each 
can follow a career. Vivian will keep 
her ‘young daughter with her and 
follow her sister’s unit until their 
act is ready. 





Stevens No Romeo, So | 
Fights, Name Change 


Hollywood, Oct. 24: 
Universal and Onslow Stevens are 
at swords’ points over the studio's 
desire to romanticize the actor’s 
name. U wants to rechristen him 
Ronald Stevens, claiming that his 
present handle isn’t sufficiently ro} 


' | mantic. 


Stevens claims he isn’t the ro- 
mantic type: but a charactér actor. 
He ‘is serious in his determination 
to keep his present moniker. 


SAILINGS 


Nov.' 11 (New York to Paris), 
Clifford C. Fischer (Paris). 

Nov. 2 (Paris to New York), Mau- 
rice Chevalier (Paris). 

Oct. 29 (New York to Lotidon') ; 
W. K. Howard (Europa). 

Oct: 28 (Southampton to New 
York), Boris Morros (Leviathan). 





Oct. 27 (Southampton to New 
York) Stella Hammerstein Pope 
(Leviathan). 


Oct. 27 (Paris to New York), Hud- 
son Wonders (Manhattan). 

Oct. 26 (London to New York), 
Dave Apollon, Danzi Goodel, Nora 
Williams (Aquitania). 

Oct. 26 (Paris to New York), Bob 
Wyler (Champlain). 

Oct. 22 (London: to New 
Harry Rapf (Statendam). 

Oct. 21 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Tom White and company of six, 
first. leg of trip. to Calcutta for 
‘Drought’ (Mariposa). | 

Oct. 21 (London to New York), 
Ben Goetz, Basil Dean (Europa). 

Oct. 20 (New York to Paris) EH. 
H. Sothern, Julia: Marlowe (le de 
France). : 

Oct. 19 (New York to London) 
and Comfort (Berengaria); 


York), 


THERE ARE NO 
RULES, SAYS 
ERSKIN 


There are no hard and fast laws 
for Hollywood, Broadway, show 
business, or interviews states Ches. 
ter Erskin. As to any difference be- 
tween directing a play and a pice 
ture, ‘it’s all a matter of entertain- 
ment,’ says the director. 

‘The director’s job is to stage hig 
piece, be it play or film, to the best 
possible effect. The only difference 
is a matter. of mechanics. The di- 
rector must be able.to adapt his 
story telling to the means at hand, 
Some director’s can’t. handle the me- 
chanics of both fields, while others 
can. Some are better at one than 
the other.’ 

Erskin doesn’t think the audience 
matters in either case. He doesn't 





think a director should give a hoot 
about audience reaction. ‘The di- 
rector,’ he points out, ‘puts on a 


play—or should—to the best of his 
ability. That' means he puts it on 
in a maner to please himself most 
satisfactorily. After that it’s either 
good or bad on its Own. The minute 
the director stops to think about au- 
diences, he is saying ‘Il musn't do 
what I think ‘is best, I must do what 
will sell best’ That’s wrong. By 
that he is stopping himself from 
creating. He'is compromising with 
his intelligence and ‘he must lose. 
Can’t Play Down 

‘I realize ‘that very often a man 
has natural ‘bents that will make 
for fine intellectual or artistic re- 
sults that will mean nothing from 
a box office standpoint. That's too 
bad, but it can’t be helped. If that 
man tries to play down he’s not 
bettering his situation. He probably 
will get less results than had he 
been doing what he actually wanted 
to do.’ 

But Mr. Erskin doesn’t like to 
talk about those things, he insists, 

He came back to his original 
thought. 

‘You can’t lay down any rules on 
things like that. Certainly I can’t. 
I produced a half dozen legit plays 
that some people thought were fine. 
That doesn’t make me an authority 
on the subject, however. I made a 
picture for United Artists (‘Happy 
Go Lucky’—Jolson) that they tell 
me is_ satisfactory, That, too, 
doesn’t make me an authority, I 
know only what I can do and what 
I think I can do and what I know 
I can’t do. But there are no laws or 
rules.’ 


Connie Bennett Is | 
Out of ‘Little Women’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Constance Bennett and her hus- 
band left here Friday (21) for @ 

vacation in Néw York. 

Miss Bennett expected to ‘play Jo 
in ‘Little Women,’ but RKO execs 
‘have decided that sne 1!s not the 
type and she will draw another as¢ 
signment. 


‘Telegraph’s’ Coast Tab 


‘Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

New York.‘Morning Telegraph’ {8 
entering the local field with.a ,tab- 
loid sporting: and, picture news 
daily. First issue will be out Christ- 
mas Day, the 100th anniversary ‘of 
the ‘Telegraph,’ : ies 

Major F. PB Paimer, Los Angeles 
representative, is making arrange- 
ments. 








CHOP BERKELEY ALIMONY 
Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Modification of the Superior 
Court order handed down in the di- 
vorce of Busby Berkeley and Esther 
Muir Berkeley was made on the ap- 
plication of Jay Chotiner, attorney 
for the dance director. 

Instead of a cash settlement of 
$5,000 and $100 a week, it will bé 
$3,000 cash and mone a week. 


KILLED IN CRASH 


~ Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Ruby Louisa Neeley, 38, makeup 
expert at Metro, was killed Oct. 


21, in an automobile accident. 
Smash took place at San Bernar- 
dino, Calif. 
Fay Wray at Col. 
Hollywood, Oct: 24 





Fay Wray: has ‘been ehosen' rer 
|} the lead oppésite ANan Dinehart 15 
\‘Aequitted’ at Columbia. 


——_ 
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MARXES’ $7,500 
FOR S. 0. ON AIR 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Chico Marx leaves for New York 
today (24) to discuss a Standard Oil 
radio deal for himself and Groucho. 

Marx Bros. are willing to broad- 
cast at $7,500 a session, providing 
they can do so from this end as the 
proposed contract calls for the 
broadcasting to occur while they 
are working on their next Para- 
mount picture, which is set to go 
into work in December. 


Hall Fights Extradition 
On Desertion Charges 


Los Angeles, Oct. 2 

James Hall appears before Muni- 
cipal Court tomorrow (Tuesday) to 
contest extradition proceedings 
brought by New Haven, Conn., au- 
thorities who charge that he aban- 
doned his invalid wife there. 

Defense by Jay Chotiner, Hall's 
attorney, is that Mrs, Hall is not 
an invalid, was seen recently in 
New York night clubs, and that al- 
though the couple were married 10 
years ago, Hall has not seen his 
wife for six years but has sup- 
ported her 














New Haven, Oct. 24. 
Irene Gardner Brown (Hall), ac- 
accompanied by an officer and her 
counsel, left here last week for Los 
Angeles to press extradition of Jim- 
my Hall, her husband. 





Mix Recovers 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Tom Mix sustained three broken 
ribs when his horse, ‘Tony,’ took a 
tumble while on location at Lone 
Pine, Cal., last Friday (21). Com- 
pany laid off with Mix expected 
back in the saddle this Thursday 
(27). 

Accident happened during the 
making of a scene. Mix was busy 
with the action and the horse 
stepped into a hole, pitching over 
and rolled on Mix, 


Harold Lloyd’s Dad 
Weds Actress at 62 


Hollywood, Oct. 24 





a 








J. Darcy Lloyd, 62, actor, and 
father of Harold Lloyd, screen star, 
will wed Helen Marfnall, 40, actress, 
Oct. 27, in Los Angeles. 

Couple will tour the world for 
their honeymoon. 





Morris’ Maps 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Wm. Morris Jr., has a home 
located off the main highway and 
to make sure that guests will not 
get lost, he has prepared a folder 
illustrating how the place can be 
reached from the principal traffic 
arteries. 

Morris is holding open house this 
week and has given out about 200 
of these cards. 





McCrae’s Star Termer 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Within a year Joel McCrae will be 
accorded stardom under a new con- 
tract at Radio calling for three op- 
tions of a year each. 
Old termer with two years yet to 
Bo was torn up. 





Two Days Late 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Raquel Torres arrives here to- 
morrow (Tuesday), two days late 
for the Wheeler-Woolsey picture at 
Columbia. 








Billie Seward’s Test 
Billie Seward, currently in ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ (musical), New York, 
may go pictures via Metro. } 
She was given a test Friday (a1). | 


184 Planes to Game 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Studios were practically de- 
serted Saturday (22), every- 
one going to the U.S.C.-Stam- 
ford game at Palo Alto. 
Saturday morning 184 planes 
left here for the game, mostly 





carrying picture people. Some 
of the planes got in two round 
trips before noon, They looked 
like a shot from ‘Hell's Angels.’ 


Bit Player’s Stage 
Tour with a Metro 
Contract in Balance 


Hollywood, Oct. 24, 

Henry Armetta, Italian bit play- 
er, goes east in a fortnight for 10 
weeks of personal appearances in 
Loew houses. Deal was arranged 
by Ben Piazza, of Metro, though 
Armetta is a free lance player. 

Studio figures on giving Armett. 
a contract if his personals build 
him as anticipated. Unusual an- 
gle is that the player mostly does 
comedy bits. About his most sus- 
tained character was that of No- 
varro’s father in ‘Huddle.’ 


L. B.’S OPERETTA IDEA 
FOR TIBBETT-KENYON 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Louis B. Mayer has an idea for an 
operetta with Lawrence Tibbett so 
a twenty-fourth test was made of 
Doris Kenyon for the female lead. 
She leaves this week to begin a con- 
cert tour in east under Charles 
Wagner’s management. 

Picture would be 
spring. 




















made next 





METRO’S ‘UNIFORM’ PAIR 


Negotiating With German Actresses 
—Thau to Coast 








Dorothea Wiecke and Hertha 
Thiele, German actresses playing 
the school teacher and pupil, re- 
spectively, in ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form,’ will likely be brought to this 
country by Metro. Benny Thau, 
who left Saturday (22) for the 
Coast, brought back tests of the two 
players made by him in Berlin. 

While in Europe Thau signed only 
one actress, Charlotte Susa, who 
has already been imported to Holly- 
wood, 





Eleanor Holm’s $500 
If Money, If Featured 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24, 


Getting $300 a week under her 
Warner film contract, up for court 
approval, Eleanor Holm, Olympic 
aquatic champion, will be raised 
to $500 if the studio puts her into 
a featured part. Warners must then 
continue to pay her at that rate for 
the remainder of her first. six 
months’ work. Options for the fol- 
lowing six and a half years, if taken 
up, will give the swimming champ 
a salary of $2,000 weekly for the 
last year. 

Provision for a 12 weeks’ layoff 
each year is made. Miss Holm is 
19 and is living with Mrs. Antonio 
Moreno, who appears as guardian. 
This is in lieu of Miss Holm's 
mother, who lives in Brooklyn. 





, . 

Colony’s Air Record 

Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Joseph M. Schenck and Lily 
Damita arrived here by plane Fri- 
day (21) frem Mexico City. This 
was the first one day trip on record 

by picture people from that city. 
Sets a mark of 11 hours and 53 | 
minutes for others to go after. 


' 

' 

| 

BELLE BENNETT LOW | 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. | 

Belle Bennett was reported in a 
critical condition at Cedars of Leb- | 
anon hospital today (Monday). 
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Picture Execs Consider 
Ether Chief Enemy in 
Keeping Patrons from 
Theatres — Big Cost In- 
volved Also Has Them 
Laying Off Another Year 
at Least — Difference in 
Time Considered 





HOT FOR DISCS, THO 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

While almost all studio execs 
admit that Radio Picture’s ‘Holly- 
wood on the Air’ program is prov- 
ing helpful in exploiting films, 
there’s little chance of broadcast- 
ing getting any revenue from the 
film industry for another year at 
least, if any. 

Attitude of the picture makers. is 
that wherever ether will be util- 
ized by them it will be on a free 
basis. Argument is that as long as 
radio advertisers are clamoring for 
picture names for air programs 
there's no reason to expend money 
in this direction. 


Logical, and No 


Execs have plenty of reasons, 
logical or otherwise, why they don’t 
wish to dabble in radio on a big 
scale, with the chief objection be- 
ing that the air is pictures’ chief 
enemy and that patrons will not 
pay to go into theatres to see play- 
ers they can hear on the radio. 

This argument is still the heav- 
iest one used, despite Radio Pic- 
tures’ claimed proof of helpfulness 
and the various ambitious radio 
stunts done by Warners, owners of 
a local station. Latest one in this 
regard was the hiring of the 
largest auditorium here by War- 
ners for a gratis broadcasting show. 

Heavy cost involved in instituting 
an hour is another reason given for 
laying off, while still another is 
the difference in time between east 
and west. To catch the best radio 
time of the east it would be nec- 
essary to break into filming sched- 
ules to get the players before the 
microphones. It is pointed out also 
that the average picture player does 
not make a favorable impression 
before the mike, 

Despite the arguments against 
the ether, however, several of the 
studios are hot for dise material. 
Among the companies who intend 
wax programs for picture plugs 
during the next few months are 
Paramount, Metro, Warners and 
Radio. 





Academy Elects Nov. 1 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Officers of the Academy will be 
elected at a meeting of the 15 mem- 
bers of the board of directors 
Nov. 1. 

Indications are that Irving Thal- 
berg will be named president with 
Conrad Nagel,. Fred Niblo and 
Frank Lloyd re-elected vice-presi- 
dent, secretary and treasurer re- 
spectively. 





ELISSA LANDI RETURNS 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Elissa Landi returned from Van- 
couver, B. C., today (Monday), after 
four weeks in Canada to re-enter on 
an immigration quota. 

Miss Landi will next go into ‘Mas- 
querader’ for Sam Goldwyn on loan 
from Fox where her contract was 
renewed just before she left. 





Union Co-op Stock 
3irmingham, Oct. 24. 


A stock company may go into the 
| Jefferson again this year if arrange- 


ments now being made can be com- 
1 leted. 

Musicians and stage hands are 
.o get the house going again 


this fall, and a co-operative stock 


}company may be arranged. 


ys $500 Wkly. Bonus and 7 
Profits Approaches $2,500 as Salary 








oa 


After 17 Years 





Hollywood, Oct. 24, 

Ramon Novarro is credited 
with getting the top salary of 
any picture player whose 
length of service in films is 
comparable with his own. 

After 17 years as a screen 
actor, Novarro is still able to 
collect $75,000 per picture 
from Metro, with his contract 
calling for three a year. 


Bessie’s Lunch Pian 
Great for M. P. Fund, 
But Needs Stadium 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Several weeks ago Bessie Love 
suggested a plan to the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund for raising addi- 
tional money. Idea was simple 
enough. Miss Love was to invite 
nine girl friends to a luncheon. Each 
of the guests would contribute $1, 
and in turn would individually stage 
similar affairs to which they would 
invite eight more friends. 

That meant that by the time the 
second inaugural luncheon in the 
chain was launched 72 women 
would have contributed $1. But 
after the second series of luncheons 
the affair started to evolve into 
chain letter meals, for it was to 
continue until 10 series of luncheons 
have been completed. 

The 72 guests are supposed to go 
out and repeat the process, each in- 
viting seven friends, which means 
that for the third series of lunch- 
eons, 504 ladies would sit down, dine 
and contribute $1 each to the cause. 
Then the 504 would entertain 3,024, 
and so on. By simple mathematics 
it works out that by the time the 
tenth luncheon comes around 986, 
409 women will seat themselves at 
the festive board and contribute a 
like number of dollars. 

Just how it’s going to work out, 
no one knows. It looks like a 
tough proposition to get the entire 
femme population of southern Cal- 
ifornia to come to luncheon. How- 
ever, it’s an idea, and out here in 
California they do surprising things. 
So it looks as if the fourth lunch- 
eon will be held ig the Olympic 
Stadium, 

















2 FOR ANNA STEN 





Goldwyn Gives German Girl New 
2-Year Contract 





Sam Goldwyn plans two pictures 
this season with Anna Sten, Ger- 
man girl, who has been undergoing 
dramatic and English tutoring in 
Hollywood. First will probably go 
into production in December. Story 
is still being sought. 

Over here originally under a six 
months’ contract, Goldwyn has re- 
placed that with a straight two- 
year agreement for Miss Sten. 





Jobyna Walks 


3urbank, Oct, 24. 

Following a tiff with Mervyn Le- 
Roy, director of ‘The Inside,’ Jobyna 
Howland walked off the set after 
two days work in the picture. War- 
ners replaced her with Ruth Don- 
nelly. 

First time in many moons any- 
one in the character player class 
has walked on a picture. Miss How- 
land's part was third in importance. 


QUITTING PLAY FOR COAST 


Franchot Tone goes Metro on a 
six months’ contract, plus a simi- 





| lar option, booked by Mike Connolly 


Jacobs office. He leaves | 
current New York 


of the Jenie 
Success Story,’ 


play, and goes to the Coast next! 
week. 
First assignment is ‘Nora’ oppo- 


site Jean Harlow 





James Cagney’s' new deal with 
Warner Bros. is understood a com- 
promise all around, continuing un- 
der the option renewal period of 
$1,750 a week plus a weekly bonus 
to the actor. This is an automatic 
hop since the last figure, $1,400 a 
week, at which the actor rebelled 
when making demands for $3,000 
and $3,500 weekly. 

In addition to the current $1,750, 
his salary now carries with it an 
additional bonus of $500, guaran- 
teeing $2,250 per for 40 weeks a 
year. 

Warners has also promised Cag- 
ney a percentage cut in the profits 
of each picture, this to be on a 
more or less elastic arrangement, 
It is figured that Cagney can aver- 
age around $2,500 a week under his 
WB renewal. 

There has been no proviso for 
any story purchase. ‘Bad Boy,’ now 
under the working title of ‘The In- 
side,’ which may again be switched, 
was Warners’ script and wasn’t 
bought from Cagney, it never hav- 
ing been Cagney’s intention to pro- 
duce independently. 


WB EXERCISES OPTION 
ON ARBUCKLE SHORTS 


Warners has taken up its option 
cn Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle for a to- 
tal of six shorts, one of which has 
already been made. © 

Comedian starts the second, un- 
titled,; in about two weeks at the 
Vitaphone studio, Brooklyn, Exer- 
cising of the option depended on the 
reaction to Arbuckle’s first short, 


Extras Drop 2,000 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Total of 6,378 checks handed out 
to extras last week. This is a drop 
of 2,000 from the previous week, 
the high for the year. 

‘Cavalcade’ contributed the big- 
gest set, 637 last Wednesday (19), 
which was also the biggest day, 
with 1,322 placements. 

















Cantor Entrains (Not 
Planes); Daughters’ Idea 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Eddie Cantor, with Mrs. Cantor, 
left -by plane today (24), for New 
York, but switched to the Chief, 
following pressure put on by his five 
daughters. They arrive there Wed- 
nesday (26) afternoon. 

Cantor will busy himself in get- 
ting material for his first Chase & 
Sanborn broadcast, Oct. 30, and also 
make arrangements for his vaude 
tour under the Wm. Morris banner 
which starts Christmas week. 





Shift Trust Funds 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Superior Court has approved the 
transfer of two trust funds from 
the defunct First National Bank of 
Beverly Hills to the Bank of Amer- 
ica. 

Charles and Virginia Valli Farrell 
have switched their $53,619 trust, 
and Robert Z. and Gertrude Olm- 
stead Leonard have changed trus- 
tees on a $15,572 fund. 


BETTE DAVIS RECOVERING 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Bette Davis is recouperating from 
an appendix operation performed 
Saturday (22), at the Wilshire 
hospital. 
Miss 
two 








Davis will be confined for 
weeks. 


AYRES, CROMWELL FOR ‘FAIR’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 24 


Final pair of players for ‘State 
Fair’ signatured their contracts 


| Saturday (22). 


They are Lew Ayres (U), and 


Richard Cromwell (Col). 


— 
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No Theatre Outside N. Y. to Be 
Operated by H. 0. Is Publix Aim; 
O'Donnell-Jenkins Tex. Proposition 





Only a minority of houses will be 
100% operated by Publix if that 
chain’s present moves in the direc- 
tion of further partnerships and de- 
theaterizing are carried through. All 
that may remain will be the Fa- 
mous Players Canadian group, the 
B. & K. setup and the major de- 
luxers of the company from Boston 
westward to, perhaps, Denver. 
Eventually, according to Publix 
information, not a single theatre 
outside of those in New York city 
will be operated from the home of- 
fice. ; 

Ralph Branton is to locally oper- 
eto the lIowa-Nebraska middle. 
western teri.tory out of Des Moines. 

Among the groups which will 
likely to be turned back is the Walter 
Reade string of 19 in New Jersey. 
Reade has been offered a partner- 
ship arrangement, carrying with it 
operating control by Reade as with 
others. A similar partnership may 
be offered M. E. Comerford for the 
Pennsylvania territory. 

Reade has indicated he is not 
amenable to a partnership. Under 
his 20-year leasing deal with Pub- 
lix circuit has to notify him by Jan. 
1 of its intention not to continue 
the deal beyond June 1, 1933. 

New England, made up of several 
partnerships which have local ope- 
ration such as the Maine & New 
Hampshire group, may also fall into 
additional partnerships. Publix’s 
100% operated houses in the terri- 
tory. now are under Marty Mullins 
without h. o. superiority. 

O’Donnell-Jenkins Bid 

R. J. O’Donnell and Bill Jenkins 
are negotiating with Publix to head 
a partnership over 23 houses in 
Texas and New -dexico, which fur- 
ther would reduce operating control 
by Publix. An O’Donncll-Jenkins 
paxtnership would embrace three in 
San Antonio, three in Houston, four 
in Dallas, two in Ft. Worth, two in 


Galvestcn, two in Anstin, five 
in El Paso and tro in 
Albuquerque. Completion of this 


deal, with O’Donnell as president of 
the partnership and Jenkins as v.p., 
would take Publix entirely out of 
the south except for the Saenger 
division. 

Kincey & Wilby have everything 
on the Atlantic Seaboard west to 
the Mississippi; Texas would be 
split between O’Donnell-Jenkins and 
W. E. Paschall, while Fox-West 
Coast takes over the Rickards & 
Nace group in Arizona. 

While Publix Las long figured on 
a partnership for Saenger, definite 
moves are not as yet under way. 


COLOR FOR BALANCE | 
OF ‘SILLY SYMPHONIES’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Remainder of the ‘Silly Sym- 
phonies’ cartoon series of 13 for 
this year will be in color. Three of 
the group were done in black and 
white and an additional three in 
Technicolor. It was the latter trio 
that prompted Walt Disney’s deci- 
sion to complete the series in pas- 
tels. 

Color has boosted cost of the car- 
toons 35% with exhibs trying to 
have rentals on the pen and ink 
dramas reduced, 

‘Mickey Mouse,’ also made by Dis- 
ney, will continue in black and 








white until a check is made on the | 


reception of the color ‘Silly Sym- 
phonies.’ 

One reason assigned by Disney 
for the use of color in cartoons is 
that it will out-mode the cartoon 
reels and make them subject to oc- 
casional reissues. 


“TAMPICO” OFF 


After 8 months Columbia Side- 
tracks Hergesheimer Story 








Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

After having been in preparation 
for eight months at Columbia, Jo- 
seph Hergesheimer’s ‘Tampico’ has 
been called off. Postponed several 
times because of story difficulties 
and now shelved, at least for the 
time being, on account of excessive 
production costs. 

This is the second time the story 
has come a cropper. It was bought 
by Columbia from Paramount when 
the latter studio found it impossible 
to untangle the yarn for the camera. 





Buzzell Gasps 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Eddie Buzzell, who will di- 
rect ‘Child of Manhattan’ for 
Columbia, had Jean Malin come 
over to the studio to read the 
part of the ‘modiste,’ an ef- 
feminative role. 

Buzzell decided to go through 
the part for Malin, using the 
mannerisms and frills required. 
When he g6t through he asked 
Malin if he thought he could 
play it. 

Malin retorted, ‘Why don’t 
you play it?’—and walked out. 


U SPOTS FOUR 
AT $75,000 EACH 


Universal City, Oct. 24. 
Although previously deciding 
against producing low cost pictures 
this year, Universal has reversed 
that decision and has spotted four 
films to cost around $75,000. Stories 
are not settled but Eph Asher, U 
associate producer, is at Palm 
Springs with a brief case of yarns 
for consideration by Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., who will be at the resort for a 
week. 

Intention is to start on the B 
grade series as early as possible. 


Fox Buys German Film 
For a Complete Remake 


Fox has closed for the story rights 
to Ufa’s ‘High Highness Commands,’ 
a musical, and will do a complete 
remake in Hollywood. Understood 
Fox wants it for Eric von Stro- 
heim’s direction. 

Picture has already been shown 
in this country in the German orig- 
inal with Willy Fritsch and Kaethe 
von Nagy starred. Leo Brecher, 
distributor of the film, handled the 
Fox negotiations. 


FRANKLIN WEST 


2 Wks. Trip—Made Director on 
Film Boards With Depinet 
































Harold Franklin left New York 
Saturday (22) for a two weeks’ trip 
to the coast. He will look over the 
RKO theatre situation and take a 
glimpse at new RKO film product. 
He will stop en route at Chicago 
and Kansas City. 

Trip follows the addition of 
Franklin and Ned Depinet to the 
RKO picture boards, namely Radio 
Pictures and RKO-Pathe. Depinet 
is vice-president in charge of dis- 
tribution for Radio Pictures. Frank- 
lin, until his election to the film 
board, was a director only on the 
KAO and Orpheum boards, of which 
he is president. His elevation to the 
film directorate now gives Franklin 
a direct say in all RKO matters, 
pertaining to films as well as the- 
atres. Franklin has been sitting in 
unofficially on the film board meet- 
ings for some time. 


McCarthy Returning East 
To Handle ‘Kid’ Premiere 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
J. J. McCarthy, who came here to 
confer with Samuel Goldwyn re- 
garding the road showing of ‘Kid 
from Spain,’ leaves this Friday (28), 
for New York, to handle the open- 
ing of the picture at the Palace. 
Following the opening there Mc- 
Carthy will negotiate a deal with 
Goldwyn for the special tour of the 
picture. 


NORMAN FOSTER’S YARN 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Norman Foster is writing an orig- 
inal on spec for Will Rogers. 

Foster planned the tale as a stage 
play but Fox execs requested that 
he submit it to Rogers. Yarn has a 
Mississippi river background. 




















LIKE THE PRINCE 


Geo. O’ 





Brien Also Falls—One Injury 
With Every Picture 





Hollywood, Oct. 24, 

Final day of camera work on 
‘Robber’s Roost’ at Fox saw George 
| O’Brien being thrown from _ his 
horse and ending with a strained 
back. He'll have to walk around 
with it taped fcr weeks. 

Accident maintains O’Brien’s rec- 
ord of receiving an injury in each 
of his starring pictures. 


Politicians and 


Bankers Ignore 
Ribbing Pictures 


Hollywood, Oct, 24. 

Kickback expected by the picture 
incustry from politicians and 
bankers’ circles on recent films 
slapping at these two groups hasn't 
been felt here—much to the surprise 
of producers. 

Some studio heads who had hoped 
the controversies might help exploit 
the pictures are a little disappointed. 
Same goes for bankers, with 














Metro’s ‘Gold Spangled Banner,’ now 


in preparation, to be anything but 

gentle with the money men, 
Present turmoil in politics prior 

to the elections and the troubles of 


bankers are believed to have stopped 


them from issuing any statements 
on the Hollywood screen trend, 
Result of their being able to take 
it may be the reason for the studios’ 
present _old attitude in considering 
all kinds of stories of the expose 
class. 


FRISCO FOX GRIND AT 
25C WITH VAUDFILM 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Fox theatre, San Francisco, turned 
back to Fox Theatres Oct. 23 after 
three years of operation by Fox 
West Coast, reopens Oct. 28 with a 
grind policy of six acts of Fanchon 
& Marco vaude and subsequent run 
pictures at 25 cents. 

House will be under the super- 
vision of Joe Leo, who has also un- 
der his direction the Los Angeles, 


local downtown grind, which Wil- 
liam Fox took over more than a 
year ago. 

Henry Goldenberg, until recently 
with RKO on the Coast, becomes 
house manager at this ’Frisco house. 

An hour after Fox-West Coast 
closed the Fox last Thursday (20), 
the Capital Company, subsidiary of 
Bank of America, obtained a court 
order restraining the Fox Corp. 
from removing furniture and equip- 
ment from house. Judge Harris 
signed the order at 1 am. Ar- 
guments will be heard this Friday 
(27), to determine if order shall be 
made permanent. 

Captal Company charges it 
leased house to William Fox in 
December, 1926, almost three years 
before it was built, and that Fox 
turned lease over to Fox Film 
Corp. Last Jan. 27 Fox Films gave 
the Capital Co. a chattel mortgage, 
agreeing not to remove any equip- 
ment, furniture or effects from 
house without Capital’s consent. 


Monogram Adds 10 


Monogram is stepping up its pro- 
duction schedule, announced as 30 
features, by adding 10 additional 
subjects. As a result of the in- 
crease Ray Johnson, president, is 
protracting his stay on the Coast 
from a month to six weeks. 


WRITERS IN SOLITARY 


No Phones and No Visitors Is Harry 
Cohn’s Edict 























Hollywood, Oct, 24, 

Deciding that his writers were 
spending too much of the company’s 
time on the phone and entertain- 
ing visitors, Harry Cohn put his 
writers in solitary confinement last 
week, 

From now on Columbia scribblers 
will get along without phones and 
visitors will not be permitted to see 
them during working hours. They 
also have to raise their hands to 
; leave a_story conference. 








47 $50 Checks 





Hollywoed, Oct. 24. 
In one sequence of Para- 
mount’s ‘If I Had a Million,’ 
47 elderly women were used, 
most of whom had not worked 
in months. Each was spotted 
at $7.50 or $10 a day for two 


days. 
Sam Katz, happening onto 
the set, watched the aged 


women working. A few days 
later each received a personal 
letter from him. 

First paragraph told of his 


appreciation of their work. 
Second said: 
‘Enclosed you will find a 


check for $50.’ 











CHI CENSORS 
HOLD UP 2 PIX 


Chicago, Oct. 24, 

Chicago censor board held up two 
pictures last week. Metro’s ‘Faith- 
less’ and Warners’ ‘Three on a 
Match, were sidetrackea. 

Metro banning was particularly 
surprising. Story is reported quite 
similar in general character to ‘The 
Sin of Madelon Claudet’ (Metro) 


and ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par), both of 
which were passed. 
It is thought likely that the ex- 
changes and censor board will get 
together on a compromise arrange- 
ment although both pictures will 
probably be pinked. 

Meanwhile Universal's ‘Okay 
America’ is still forbidden to Chi- 
cago theatres. 


Par Seeks Stage Names 
For ‘House’ Musical 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Paramount will make a multi- 
name musical production of ‘Inter- 
national House,’ and is seeking such 
people as Will Mahoney and Burns 
and Allen, emulating the piling on 
of stage and air celebs as done in 
‘Big Broadcast.’ 

Story will have just enough 
framework to allow fer the intro- 
duction of specialties and musical 
numbers. Ralph Rainger is writ- 
ing the score and Nunnally John- 
son and Francis Martin are adapt- 
ing. 














$40,000 ‘Wires’ 


Metro has closed for ‘Clear All 
Wires,’ Russe newspaper play by 
the Spewacks, current at the Times 
Square, N. Y., under Herman Shum- 
lin sponsorship. 

Several companies bidding for the 
film rights boosted the price to 
nearly $490,000. 





RAFT AS MAURICE 


Par Contemplating Story on Life of 
Latte Ballroom Dancer 











Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Paramount has decreed no more 
underworld roles for Georgie Raft. 
Purpose is to get him out from be- 
hind the hardware and develop his 
femme appeal. 

So Raft’s next picture is apt to 
see him doing a story based on the 
life of the late Maurice, the ball- 
room dancer. Which is right in 
Georgie’s corner as he was okay on 
his pins before he changed his 
breakfast hour from 6 p.m. back 
east to 6 a.m. out here. 

Story background is understood 
to be Marion Spitzer’s suggestion 
for Raft. Miss Spitzer fs currently 
in New York for Paramount. 





Taurog for Chevalier 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Norman Taurog draws the as- 
signment to direct the next Mau- 
rice Chevalier picture, ‘Way to Love’ 
at Paramount. 


Story is being concocted by 





Waldemar Young. 


[. A’s Ist, 2d, and 3rd Run Previews: 
Tab Insiders by Showings They Attend 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

In.the past few months regular 
preview circuits have been devel- 
oped. Pictures are getting first, sec- 
ond and third preview run showings 
before going on release. 

Gag has been built up through 
the deluxers going for previews as 
added attractions. 

Paramount films usually get one 
or two nabe previews before hitting 
the Paramount, downtown house. 
Warner and First National product 
is previewed at the Western, gets 
a second preview at the Forum and 
then goes into the Downtown. These 
are all Warner houses. Some Uni- 
versal pictures play the same route. 

Indie features usually have their 
first preview at the Fairfax, Forum 
and Uptown, then play subsequent 
previews through the smaller neigh- 
borhood houses. Unlike regular re- 
leases, the last run is played at the 
deluxe houses. 

Metro, Fox and Radio so far hold 
only one preview, but Radio igs 
slated to give the RKO Hillstreet. 
theatre second runs on previews 
shortly. 

Catching previews at the down- 
town houses, where they are adver- 
tised in the daily papers, is begin- 
ning to rate as a chump .move 
Hollywood mob is now drawing the 
line between those on the inside 
and those on the outside by whether 
they see pictures at their hideaway 
or advertised previews. 


Chill by Clein’s Angel 
Gives Hoffman Shot 
At ‘Wonderbar’ Film 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

With John Clein’s deal off to pro- 
duce ‘Wonderbar,’ featuring George 
Jessel and Norma Talmadge, Robert 
Milford, Jessel’s manager, is in a 
huddle with M. H. Hoffman, of Ab 
lied, to film the German play. 

Hoffman is willing to go into the 
deal but wants to make sure that 
rights to it are clear before putting 
his name on paper. 

Clein’s deal blew up, it is said, 
when his backers found that he had 
but two telegrams, one from thé 
Shuberts okaying purchase of the 
play and the other from Jessel 
which okayed his and Miss Tale 
madge’s appearance in the picture 
When the news on the filming in- 
tent broke Al Jolson claimed he 
owned 50% of the play and threate- 
ened suit. Clein’s backers then went 
sour on the deal, 


PAR IS ARRANGING 
NEW SALES LINEUP 


Under plans Tom Bailey, district 
manager of the New England ter- 
ritory, and Neil Agnew, district 
manager out of Chicago, will split 
the entire western division on Par- 
amount sales as a result of the 
resignation of John D. Ciark. This 
would give the west a distributional 
setup similar to the east, which is 
divided between Joe Unger and 
Stanley Waite. Both Bailey and = 
Agnew are in New York at the mo- ’ 
ment, 

Successor to Herman Wobber as 
Pacific district chief is apt to be 
Mike Lewis who has been out there 
under Wobber for years. Wobber 
is said to have resigned as west- 
ern district head on sales just be- 
fore sailing for the Coast after 
heading the Par sales drive this 
summer. . 

Settlements of the contracts of 
both Wobber and Clark, which had 
more than two years to go, will be 
made by Paramount, it is under- 
stood. 

















Metro Has Eye on Oakie, 
Harding for ‘Pig Boats’ ‘ 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Possibility that Metro’s ‘Pig 
Boats’ will go to Honolulu Satur- 
day (29), to photograph submarine 
sequences. Studio is checking wea- 
ther reports before giving a final 
okay. 

M-G wants Ann Harding, from 
Radio, for the femme lead with Jack 
Oakie also being considered for the 
picture. If latter is okayed, feature 
will have three comics in Jimmy 





Durante, Eugene Pallette and Oakie. 
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Full Program of Academy Victory Wp FOR AGE FILMS. Fox Demand for New Film Deal Impairs 


Films Proposed as B.0. Tonic DOWN FOR OTHERS Roxy Theatre Future; Financing, Too 


v 


Hollywood, Oct. 24 
Academy is considering a plan 
whereby a complete program will 
be made up of pictures given 1932 
winning awards for release to thea- 


tres to be exploited as ‘The best 
pictures of the year.’ 
Program would be made up of 


the films getting the award as the 
best feature, with fillers consisiting 
of highlights of films showing out- 
standing individual acting, for 
which awards have been made, and 
the two reel comedy, novelty short 


and animated cartoon’ similarly 
honored. 
Matter will come up for further 


consideration at a meeting to be 
held tomorrow (25), by academy di- 
rectors and Fox-West Coast circuit 
execs. 

It is also likely that F-WC will 
attempt to cash in locally on the 
awards this year by opening one Ol 
it's now dark houses for showing 
during the next few weeks of the 
various films nominated for ‘best’ 
awards. 








FOX GIVES UP 
RADIO TIE-INS 


Fox has considered and has 
reached a decision that it is off all 
radio broadcasting tie-ups. The ban 
is by order of S. R. Kent, company 
the 


stand 


president. Company becomes 


first of the big 
completely aparc from radio. 

The Fox decision follows an in- 
vestigation by Kent into the b.o. 
effects on films having radio tie-ins, 
notably in connection with the air 
serialization of mystery yarns. Ac- 
cording to Fox company accounts, 
ether serialization of such film 
stories as ‘Trial of Vivian Ware,’ a 
last season's release, and ‘Chandu,’ 
a current film, did not prove bene- 
ficial to these films at the box office. 

Paramount, which once had a 50% 
interest in the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing chain, relinquished that inter- 
est months ago. Loew’s, which con- 
trols WHN in New York, seldom 
uses this source as an exploitation 
means for Metro pictures. Hence, 
outside of RKO a direct affiliation 
with NBC, only United Artists and 
Warners have regular are hookups; 
Warners through control of KFWB, 
Los Angeles, and U.A. through a 
hookup with a commercial account 
over CBS. 

M. H. Aylesworth, president of 
NBC and RKO, views radio as a 
definite and beneficial link for films. 
Aylesworth, always enthusiastic 
about such hookups, cautioned, 
however, that such hookups must 
be studiously planned and expertly 
handled to achieve proper results. 


majors to 








Loafing at 110 
— | 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Hal Roach feels he has re- 
ceived the worst of his friend- 


ly plane trade with Arthur 
Loew. Roach «thinks he _ is 


loafing around nowadays in the 
Loew airship that can only do 
110 miles an hour. Roach’'s 
own plane does 200 or more. 

Roach traded with Loew 
when the latter started on an 
around the world tour. He 
now has the Roach ship 
abroad. Until Loew returns, 
Roach must worry along at not 
over 110 miles an hour. 


M-G COOLS ON 
INTERCHANGE. | 
OF PLAYERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Metro the 
ment among the major studios for 
the interchange of contract players. 
Execs have ruled that no Metro con- 


tract people will leave the studio 
for the next two months. 

Excuse is that with a number of 
pictures about to be cast produc- 
tion difficulties may be encountered 
with the players off the lot and 
unavailable for home _ production. 
Understood that the move was sug- 
gested by Irving Thalberg before he 
left for New York. 

Since inception of the interchang- 
ing idea Thalberg, it is understood, 
has been against it, claiming that 
the average player suffers when 
away from his home lot. 














has soured on agree- 


‘Cavalcade’ Coming 
In $165,000 Under 
Budget and on Time 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

‘Cavalcade’ will be brought in by 
Fox $165,000 below its budget and 
on time. This will be Nov. 25. Pic- 
ture will be ready for release dur- 
ing the Christm*s holidays. 

Story was inherited by Winnie 
Sheehan from Harley Clarke, for- 
mer Fox president, upon his return 
to the studio. Price paid for the 
yarn was $100,000 and about $225,000 
had been expended when Sheehan 
took over the reins. Budget was set 
at $1,200,000. 

Having this one laid in his lap, 
Sheehan, while in Europe from 
March to May, conferred with Noel 
Coward and the Drury Lane man- 
agement on the play's production 





WANGER MOVES IN PAR 
SUIT. PEACE HOPE DIM. 


Prospect of a settlement of Wal- 
ter Wanger’s suit against Para- 
mount, alleging $416,000 due him 
under his contract, grew dimmer 


yesterday afternoon (Monday), fol- 
lowing an examination before trial 
of Adolph Zukor, president of Par. 
Examination took place in Zukor’s 
office. 

No date has been set for trial of 
the action. Wanger expects to re- 
main in New York only this week 
before returning to the Coast. 

Walter Wanger got in from the 
Coast over the weekend by plane. 
Ais Paramount suit is one thing 





that hastened him into New York. 

Harry Cohn, the Columbia prez, 
is slated to follow by train this | 
week | 


possibilities, and also dug up an 
English cast which would fit the 
script. 

When he returned to the studio 
he took over the production respon- 
sibility from Al Rockett, also chang- 
ing the director, writers and all 
production personnel. Since the 
picture went into work Oct. 3, Shee- 
han has stood close by and despite 
handicaps, through being unable to 
secure Diana Wynyard, who was 
working in ‘Rasputin’ at Metro, 
managed to shoot around this player 
which will enable the picture to 
come in on the dot. 





Thalbergs West 
Irving G. Thalberg and Norma 
Shearer (Mrs. Thalberg) left New 








York Friday (21) for the Coast. 
While east a couple of weeks 
Thalberg has seen shows both mat- 
inee and evening daily. He picked a 
couple of people for tests, but pur- 





chased no plays or scripts. 


Plan of Reps of Major Cos. 
and Indies—Claim Would | 
Mean Knell of ‘Exclusive’ 
and Prolong Playing Time 
Rental % Remain Same 
—Joint Sessions Tenta- 
tively Okay Formulas in 
5-Point Program 


KENT AS HAYS REP 


Featuring a five pointed program, 
tentatively adopted by representa- 
tives of all branches of the industry 
after a two day session in New 
York, is a new boxoffice slant re- 
garded as important and evolution- 
ary to cistribution as to exhibition. 

This plan, carefully deliberated 
over the past two months by cer- 
tain distrib as well as indie leaders, 
would grade admissions according 
to deemed entertainment’ values, 
eliminate ‘exclusive’ run policies and 
virtually double the playing time of 
the industry’s ace product. 

As an average there are 52 fea- 
tures yearly considered outstanding 
among the product from the major 
companies. If the plan is adopted 
the earning power of the expected 
52 would then be increased by raised 
box office scales. 

Under the proposed scheme per- 
centages will not be increased. But 
the exhibitor would be required to 
introduce a flexible admission policy 
whereby he will have no uniform 
top for all classes of pictures. He 
would charge less than the present 
admission scale for some films and 
more for others. 

5,000 Houses Adaptable 

It is estimated that 5,000 theatres 
in the United States can introduce 
the plan immediately. The deluxers 
are not included by virtue of the 
fact that they are already figured to 
be providing playing time maxi- 
mums. 

The subsequent runs considered 
are those theatres in situations 
where competition is practically nil. 
In other congested spots it will be 
necessary for all exhibitors to come 
to a price agreement before the plan 


(Continued on page 55) 


ACADEMY PLANS 
AWARD LIMIT 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
A proposal before the Academy 
would bar awards from persons 
who have been honored within the 
previous five years. Recommenda- 
tion to this effect has been made 
by the executive committee of the 


writers’ branch. 

If accepted this year, as is likely, 
it would affect the current nomina- 
tions for top honors of Marie 
Dressler, Frank Borzage, in their 
respective factions, and Frances 
Marion, because of previous awards 
to this trio. 


‘Kid’ at Palace Nov. 17; | 
No Wait on Changeover 








Palace, New York, will bow out of 
vaudfilm week of Nov. 12, the final 
bill playing five days only. Nov. 17 
is the date set for the Palace’s con- 
version to two-a-day straight films 

House won't close at ail in mak- 











Just the Chief 


Holly wood, Oct. 24 

Recently appointed == studio 
head was trying to get a di- 
rector to take a cut, claiming 
that while his pictures were 
successful, they cost too much. 

‘Look,’ said the exec, ‘Last 
Night’ cost much less than 
your last picture and is making 
more money, still that director 
is willing to cut his salary.’ 

‘Say,’ interrupted the direc- 
tor, ‘I directed ‘Last Night. 

‘You did?’ exclaimed _ the 
exec. ‘What kind of a studio is 
this? Nobody tells me anything 
around here.’ 


FOX WILL 100%, 
FINANCE ALL 
LASKY PIX 


Jesse L. Lasky’s deal to produce 
six to eight pictures for Fox calls 
for complete financing by the Fox 
organization. Under arrangements, 
a reasonable figure will be set as a 
budget on each production but 
should Lasky exceed the fixed 
amount, he will have to dig for the 
overage himself. 

Lasky’s deal with Sidney R. Kent 
specifies that Fox first takes out of 
rental return the production cost of 
each Lasky picture, plus 30% for 
distribution. Beyond that it’s 50-50 
between Fox and Lasky. 

All stories must be submitted to 
Fox heads for approval. When that 
formality has been disposed of, 
Lasky wil carry through without 
‘interference from home office or the 
Fox studio at which he will turn 
out his pictures. 

Two scripts so far picked up are 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ and ‘Warrior's 
Husband.’ ‘Zoo’ is an original by 
Jack Kirkland; ‘Warrior’s Husband’ 
was a Broadway legit production of 
last season sponsored by Harry 
Moses, which latter play will be 
turned into a farce for Lasky’s pur- 
poses. 

Lasky left for Hollywood Friday 
(21) accompanied by James Cowan, 
as his executive manager; Hector 
Turnbull as associate producer, 
Harry Chandlee, story editor. 

Paul Streger is replacing Cowan 
in the Leland Hayward agency of 
which Cowan was a partner. 














Shapiro Leaves Fox 


After four years with Fox, the 
greater part spent as publicity and 
advertising director at the Coast 
studios, Vic Shapiro effected a set- 
tlement with that organization last 
week. 

Shapiro had spent the past six 
weeks in the New York office with- 
out being assigned. His contract 
was for the first three years, expir- 


ing last January without renewal, 
although he was retained on the 
payroll. 

Shapiro expects to make an- 


nouncement of a new connection in 





the industry within the next two 
weeks. 
Grainger Late 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
J. R. Grainger, Fox sales head, 
arrives here tomorrow (Tuesday) 
a week late on his sales tour. He 


lis accompanied by John Nolan, Fox 


Western sales Manager. 

Eddie Bonns, assistant to Grain- 
left here today (Monday) for 
York after four months’ so- 


ger, 


New 


ing the change, Vaudfilm goes out | journ on Coast. 


on a Wednesday and the $2 ‘Kid} 
from Spain’ (Goldwyn - Cantor) 
opens the following day. 





Returning via Dallas, New Or- 
leans, Atlanta, and Washineton. At 
rives in New York Noy, 1 


While certain interests in the re- 
ceivership management of the Roxy 
theatre, New York, have been bick- 
ering with RKO over the latter cir- 
cuit's claim to the exclusive use of 
the Roxy name for one of the Radio 
City theatres, recent developments 
have occurred which may affect the 
continued operation of the old Roxy. 

House is in danger of a shutdown. 
Cause is the serving of notice by 
Fox Films indicating that this dis- 
tributing company wants a new pic- 
ture deal from the theatre or else. 
House would then have to exist on 
what product it can pick up on the 
outside. 

Meantime, Judge Caffey is ex- 
pected to make his decision known 
this week on the question of RKO’s 
claim to the Roxy name. A deci- 
sion against the Roxy theatre may 
have the same effect because the 
theatre is reported to lack sufficient 
funds to make the necessary sign 
changes or to meet advertising costs 
for a campaign to apprise the pub- 
lic of a name change. 

In demanding a new arrangement 
the Fox company is placing in force 
its right under cancellation privi- 
leges allowed in its’ present contract 
to furnish the Roxy -+with pictures. 
One of these clauses is understood 
as stating that either party can 











withdraw from the deal on 30 days’ 
notice. Another clause relates to 
the theatre running behind in film 
rentals, and if falling $30,000 be- 
hind then Fox can withdraw from 
the agreement. 

Under the terms of the agreement 
with the house Fox Film was to 
get the first -$10,000 after the thea- 
tre nut had come in for film rental. 
With the house averaging below 
operating costs since its reopening 
around 10 weeks ago, Fox Film 
hasn't been able to realize this $10,- 
000 weekly. Theatre’s overhead is 
reported to run over $45,000 with the 
house averaging around $35,000 


weekly. 
$75,000 Left 

Continued operation of the house 
also depends on obtaining of addi- 
tional operating money. 

Last week, the.Continental Bank 
and Trust Co., as trustee of the first 
mortgage bondholders, released the 
remaining $45,000 in receiver's cer- 
tificates outstanding to provide for 
continued operation of the house. 
Up to the time of the hearing held 
before Judge Caffey on the use of 
the Roxy name, the house had used 
up $105,000 of the $150,000 in such 
certificates as allowed by the Fed- 
eral Court. 

The fact that Fox had served no- 
tice on the theatre was not men- 
tioned at this hearing. 

Among the matters concerned in 
the change of name argument is 
that were the Roxy compelled to 
change its name, such change might 
stand the house a cost of $100,000 
in new electric signs and advertis- 
ing. However, counsel fees alone, 
judging from the array of counsel 
at the first hearing, is likely to run 
that high. 

The main argument presented 
against taking the Roxy name away 
from the Seventh avenue site was 
that it was a tangible asset of the 
theatre and the title of its parent, 
Roxy Theatre Corp., also that the 
directors, in 1930, had no right to 
make an agreement with S. L. Roth- 
afel to cancel the use of the name. 
This cancellation was to have tak- 
en place last Sept. 11. 

Actions brought by both parties 
were originally announced, when 
filing, as to be friendly but after 
some of the 20 or so lawyers got 
under way, certain derogatory 
epithets were hurled. All of which 
came as a surprise. 

It was further pointed out at the 
hearing that Rothafel was using the 





Roxy name over the air, and else- 
where as far back as 1921 when he 
was managing the Capitol, New 
York. 


Laemmle, Pere, Stays 


Carl Laemmle, Sr., will remain in 
New York until Nov. 20, when he 
lreturns directly to Hollywood. 

This is reported final, with em- 
phasis that the European trip will 
net oecur until next year, 
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Bidertiers ‘Amen’ Oratory May 
Slap Regulation on L. A. Houses 





Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Oratory by the reform element at 
an open hearing before the city 
council last week brought local pic- 
ture and legit houses to the brink 
of drastic police regulation. 

License revocation, with only the 
police commission sitting as judge 
and jury, faces the more than 200 
operated houses here unless a last 
minute concerted drive by film and 
stage interests is made effective. 


An ordinance, considered harm- 
less at first and effective only in 
dealing with honky-tonks, has 


boomeranged and film house man- 
agers particularly are apprehensive 
of its passage. 
Added license fees which first at- 
tracted the theatre interests have 
been minimized with the police com- 
mission regulatory powers now 
dominating the situation. As passed 
on to the city attorney for redraft- 
ing the proposed ordinance would 
_ slap an anual permit fee of only $1 
on the theatres, as against the pre- 
viously proposed tax of $10, $15 or 
$25. But the scope of the powers 
of the police would be broadened. 


Mandatory Police Hearings 


Under the provisions of the pro- 
posed ordinance the police commis- 
sion, at the behest of any citizen, 
would be compelled to hold a hear- 
ing regarding lewdness of a per- 
formance. If, in the opinion of the 
commission, the charges warrant 
the permit would be revoked. 
Should a theatre operator be con- 
victed of giving a performance con- 
sidered a nuisance it would then be 
mandatory upon the police to cancel 
the license. 

Council chamber was packed with 
theatre opposition but the amuse- 
ment interests had but four men 
in attendance—Bud Lollier of F-WC, 
and also representing Paramount, 
United Artists and some of the legit 
interests; Ben Bernstein, Gus Metz- 
ger, president of the .Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia and Fred Beetson of the 
Producers’ association. All but 
Bernstein spoke. 

Previously expressed views of the- 
atre operators that the added taxa- 
tion to the theatres’ $750,000 load, 
already shouldered, was a principal 
objection to the proposed ordinance, 
bounced back and it was apparent 
that this made it difficult for the 
film interests to present their case 
convincingly. 

Graft Suggested 

The fact that the drastic law as 
now proposed opened the way to 
heavy graft was minimized by its 
propenents who contended that any- 
thing was better than permitting 
Bhows which debase the youth of the 
city. They pointed out also that 
the ordinance could later be amended 
if it were not perfect. 

Throughout the speeches’ by 
preachers and school officials there 
was a constant chatter of ‘amens.’ 
Only fear that a redraft of the or- 
dinance on the floor of the chamber 
might not hold water saved its im- 
mediate passage. 





THE WIFE WINS 


Mundin-Atkinson Team in Political 
Story by Mintz-Neal 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Sam Mintz and Lex Neal are 
writing an original political yarn 
for the new Fox comedy team, Her- 
bert Mundin and Frank Atkinson. 
Both are English. 

Atkinson recently received a term 
contract from the studio, although 
Mundin has had a Fox termer for 
the past year. Teaming and story 
idea is reported to have been sug- 
gested by Mundin’s wife. 





AIR PORT TOUR 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Dudley Nichols, Fox writer, leaves 
next week on a tour of eastern air 
ports to get material for an air mail 
yarn which he will write for Spen- 

cer Tracy and James Dunn. 
Picture goes into production in 
January with John Blystone direct- 
ing. 





Estabrook Now Dialoging 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Howard Estabrook has completed 
adaptation on ‘The Masquerader,’ 
for Goldwyn and is now working 
on the dialog. 

Bayard Vellier is aiding in pol- 
ishing up the Ronald Colman film. 


+- 


SC!'OOL FILM REVIVAL 


See No Real Resumption of Activity 
Till Conditions Better 








Visual education has slipped, with 
the third dimension, into that cate- 
gory becoming known as ‘after the 
depression’ considerations. But more 
promise is held for school films than 
the others when conditions better. 

Executives who have given the 
classroom serious consideration fig- 
ure that the average teacher 
throughout the country is sold on 
part-time use of film, and that, next 
to boards of education budgets, this 
is the all-important success factor. 


HITCH THROWING FOUR 
MORE W.W’S TO KBS 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Because of dissatisfaction with 
certain outside indie production ar- 
rangements, World Wide is now ne- 
gotiating with KBS to make an ad- 
ditional four pictures. This gives 
the latter outfit a 14 picture”’sched- 
ule instead of 10, 
Deal is being set by Joe Brandt, 
president of W-W, and E. W. Ham- 
mons, chairman of the executive 
committee. 
In addition to the KBS pictures, 
W-W’s program of 21 will include 
‘Hypnotized,’ from Mack Sennett, 
probably two each from Ben Zeid- 
man and Edwin Carewe, although 
the latter is reporied having some 
difficulty obtaining financing, and 
one each from William Sistrom and 
Benjamin Verchleiser. 
Reports that Brandt had turned 
his production duties to William 
Saal, in order that he might con- 
ecentrate on distribution, have been 
denied. 
KBS board of directors meeting, 
held while Saal was here last week, 
elected Hammons president of KBS, 
Sam Bischoff, vice-president, and 
Burt Kelly, assistant secretary. Saal 
remains without title. 











Carewe-Smith Buy 
BI’s Travelog, ‘Stampede’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

All rights to ‘Stampede,’ African 
travelog, excepting those for Eng- 
land, have been purchased by Ed- 
win Carewe and J. Boyce Smith. 
Picture released in England by 
British International Deal made 
with Maj. C. Court Treatt, who made 
the film. 

Picture is now being recut. Sound 
track will be added to give musica) 
background and comment by Maj. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 


Week Oct. 28. 

Paramount — ‘Night After 

Night’ (Par). 

Capito! — ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
| (Metro) (3d week). 
Strand—'‘Three on a Match’ 
1} (WB) (27). 
Mayfair — ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) (2d) 
|} week). 

Rivoli — ‘Rain’ (UA) (3d 

week). 

Winter Garden—‘They Call 

It Sin’ (FN) (2d week). 

Rialto — ‘Madison Square 


Garden’ (Par) (3d week). 
Roxy—‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
(U). 


Week Nov. 4 


Paramount — ‘Hot Saturday’ 
(Par). 

Capitol—‘Red Dust’ (Metro). 

Strand—‘Three on a Match’ 
(WB) (24 week). 


Mayfair — ‘Sport Parade’ 
(Radio). 

Rivoli—‘Magic Night’ (UA) 
(2). 

Winter Garden — ‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ (FN). 

Rialto — ‘Old Dark House’ 


(UW) (2). 
Roxy—‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). 





$2 Pictures 

‘Strange Interlude’ 

(Astor) (10th week). 

*‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Froe- 

lich) (German) (Criterion) 
(6th week). 


(Metro) 





Foreign Films 

‘Luise, Konigen von Preus- 
sen’ (German) (Porten) (Eu- 
ropa) (4th week). 

‘Couturiere de  Luneville 
(French) (Par) (Fifth Ave.) 
(3d week). 
‘David Golder’ 
(Mandal and Delac) 
Carnegie) (2d week). 
‘Barberina’ (German) (Capi- 
tal) (Hindenberg) (25). - 


(French) 
(Little 


Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


| department. 


50 Shorts Compete 
Academy committees are consid- 
ering % films entered by 17 pro- 
ducers from which to choose the 
short subjects meriting the special 
awards to be given this year. 








Film Editors’ Section 
Film editors now have a section 
in the Academy as adjunct of the 
technicians branch. I. James Wil- 
kinson is chairman. In process of 
formation is a publicity section of 
the producers’ branch. 





Radio Shelves Two 
Both ‘Collusion’ and ‘Deported’ 
have been shelved by Radio. 


100,000 Words, Membership 

Professional Authors Club with 
Leslie T. White as president has 
been organized. Qualification for 
membership is proof of 100,000 
words written for publication in 
the last five years. 








Finished in Six Days 
With Charles Hutchinson pilot- 
ing, Goldsmith Productions’ ‘Bache- 
lor Mother’ came in under the wire 
on the six-day filming schedule. An 
extra day was given to retakes. 





Fifth to Decide 

Whether Warners will release an- 
other sextet of horse operas pro- 
duced by Leon Schlesinger and Al 
Rogell will be determined after 
completion of the fifth of the pres- 
ent series of six westerns. Script 
is now being written on the fifth, 
‘Sonora.’ 





Graves, Author-Supe 
A Ralph Graves original, ‘Just to 
Get Married,’ is being adapted at 











Goldstone’s Special 
Release Plan; Will 
Lift Maj. Budgets 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Phil Goldstone has organized Ri- 
alto Pictures to release on the states 
right market pictures acquired by 
him through his outside financing of 
independents and from other sources. 
These films will not conflict with 
his Majestic program. 

First picture of the new company 
is ‘Decency,’ the negative of which 
Goldstone obtained from Equitable 
Pictures after financing the produc- 
tion. 

Six features will be sent out un- 
der the Rialto banner. If the half 
dozen aren’t acquired through Gold- 
stone’s financial dealings, the bal- 
ance of the program will be pro- 
duced. 

Also hoping to boost the grade of 
Majestic Pictures a few notches, 








Treatt. Release title probably will 
be ‘Sudan.’ 





Bass Deal Off 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Unable to obtain adequate financ- 
ing, J. L. Bass’ deal to make six 
pictures for Principal Distributing 
Co. has fallen through. 
Bass, head of Acme Productions, 
is now negotiating for a_ states 
right release. 


‘SHE’ AGAIN AT U 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Rider Haggard’s ‘She’ is up again 
for filming at Universal. 

After several treatments, story 
goes to J. L. Balderston, just re- 
turned from New York, for adapta- 
tion. 


ORIGINAL FOR COLBERT 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Edward Justus Mayer, who re- 
turned from New York last week, 
has been engaged by Paramount. 
He will write an original 
Claudette Colbert. 


OURSLER’S MAGICIAN 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Radio will make ‘Now You See 
It,” by Fulton Oursler. It’s a yarn 
about a stage magician. 
Dudley Murphy will direct. 








for 








Wants ‘Diamond’ Retained 

Hays’ organization having put 
thumbs down on ‘Diamond Lil’ as 
the release title for the Mae West 
play Paramount will make, com- 
pany will try to obtain an okay on 
‘Diamond Lady.’ 

Par wants to retain the ‘Diamond’ 





portion. 


Goldstone will increase the budget 
on several coming productions. In 
line with this plan he is negotiat- 
ing with Max Marcin and the Hal- 
pern Brothers to supervise one film 
each under the Majestic label. 

Marcin and the Halperns each 
have a story in which Goldstone is 
interested, with a production budget 
of $100,000 set on the latter. 





Howe Photographing Boat 


Scenes on Three Vessels 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

James Howe, Fox’s Chinese cam- 
eraman, left here today (Monday), 
bound for New York via the Canal. 
He sails on the Bremen Nov. 24 for 
Europe. 

Howe will photograph boat stuff 
on both ships, and returning by an 
Italian vessel will follow the same 


procedure. Idea is for sea stuff for 
‘Promenade Deck’ and ‘Infernal 
Machine.’ 





SCHAEFFER AND MIX 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Armand Schaeffer, engaged two 
months ago by Universal to direct 
the Noah Beery, Jr., westerns, 
which later went cold, will do the 
next Tom Mix picture. 

Film will be ‘Riders of Terror 
Trail,’ now being adapted by Jack 
Cunningham from a mag story by 
Grant Taylor. 





WOOLFE-STRCMBERG ORIG 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
‘Wild Blood,’ an original by Ed- 
gar Allan Woolfe and Hunt Strom- 





| 
| berg, is in preparation at Metro. 


Robert Montgomery is in mind 
ifor the lead. 


Metro by Irene Kuhn. Graves will 
supervise. 





Levering with Darmour 
Joseph Levering will meg ‘House 
ef Chance’ for Larry Darmour., 





Jackson on Orig. 
Horace Jackson is at Fox with- 
out a contract to adapt an Eric 
Noel original. 





Gold Mine for Natives 
More than 100 unemployed on 
Catalina Island struck gold when 
Metro’s ‘Let’s Go’ company hit 
there. They worl: 4a as extras for 
two weeks at $5 a day. 





Levine After Stories 

Nat Levine left last night (23) 
for New York where decision will 
be made on stories for coming Mas- 
cot productions. Four serials and 
a Rin Tin Tin, Jr., chain will be 
subject of confabs. ‘The Three 
Musketeers,’ by Dumas, will be the 
subject of one serial. 





U Would Buy Rights 
Universal wants to buy Sol 
Lesser’s rights in ‘Cocoanut Oil,’ 
by Corey Ford, for a Slim Summer- 
ville picture. 





Minor’s 13 Shorts 
C. Sharpe Minor, organist, is 
dickering for a release of 13 shorts 
he intends making on the Republic 
(nee Tec-Art) lot. 





‘Lady’ in Sound 
Remake of ‘The Lady’ will be pro- 
duced by Metro, Charles Brabin di- 
recting. Norma Talmadge appeared 
in it as a First National silent. 





Sprague-Mankiewicz Orig. 
Chandler Sprague and Herman 
Mankiewicz are teamed by Metro 
in writing an _ original. Sprague 
was formerly on Paramount’s edi- 
torial board and prior to that with 
Fox. 





New ‘Awakening’ Script 
Ralph Block is preparing a new 
treatment of ‘The Awakening,’ 
_written by John Van Druten for 
Metro. Jacques Feyder will direct. 


Heyburn’s Pickford Termer 
Weldon Heyburn has been given 
a term contract by Mary Pickford. 
He has the lead opposite her in 
‘Shanty Town.’ 








Braun with Don Lee 
Ted Braun is here from New 
York to join the Artists’ Service Bu- 
reau of the Don Lee broadcasting 
chain. 





Prinz on Metro Musical 
LeRoy Prinz, in addition to his 
Fanchon & Marco chores, will aid 
Jack Cummings in staging a two- 
reel Metro musical. 





Little Theatre Offering 
Sandor Kalley, offspring of the 
little theatre, goes into B. P. Schul- 
berg’s ‘Madame Butterfly.’ 
Dinehart in Top Spot 
Keen Tompson’s original, ‘Ac- 
quitted,’ at Colombia, has Alan 
| Dinehart in the top cast spot. Jo 
,Swerling is adapting. 








Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printeg 
'each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


Revives Anti-Distrib Suit 

After being dormant for nearly 
two years, trial of Fae Robison’s 
suit against major distributing ore 
ganizations and the L. A. Film 
Board of Trade has been set for 
Nov. 22 in U. S. court. Miss Robi« 
son seeks damages, claiming that 
zoning discriminated against her 
house in Inglewood. 





liiness Delays Tracy Case 
Radio’s complaint to the Academy 
against Lee Tracy for absenting 
himself during the production of 
‘Phantom Fame’ has been held up 
due to the actor’s illness. 
‘Left Bank’ Wyler’s First 
Robert Wyler will have ‘The Left 
Bank’ as his first megging assigne 
ment at Universal. 





Insull Yarn for Col 

Story based on tle Insull utilities 
will be produced by Columbia un- 
der the title, ‘High Finance.’ Jo 
Swerling is writing. 

Jolson Resumes 

On his return from New York 
Al Jolson went to work on new 
scenes for ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ (UA), 
which will increase the musical fea- 
tures of the United Artists release, 





Renew Extras Union Try 
Second attempt to organize exe 
tras into a union under the A.FLL. 
banner will be made by J. C. Casey, 
organizer, who arrives here this 
week. Casey was here last year, 
but made little headway. 





New Karloff Horror Film 
Mauri Grashin is adapting an 
original horror story, written by 
awe Pivar, for Boris Karloff 
at ° 


United Pictures’ Puzzle 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

United Pictures, which took space 
at Metropolitan studio several 
months ago, moved out last week 
without turning a crank. No pic- 
ture was ever announced and the 
outfit had every one on the lot 
guessing what it intended doing. 
It’s still a mystery. 

J. F. Reich was in charge of the 
offices, 


Par-Radio Bidding 
For Same Novel 


Paramount and Radio are dicker- 
ing for the rights to “‘Tomorrow’s 
Daughter’ and for the services of the 
author, Burton Davis. Negotiations 
being handled for Davis by Joe 
Rivkin, New York. 

Davis, whose nome de plume is 
Lawrence Saunders, is the author of 
‘Six Weeks,’ ‘Black Smoke’ and 
other novels. 

Radio is interested in ‘Daughter’ 
for Dorothy Wilson, it’s stenog- 
rapher-actress. . 














Team Skipworth-Young 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
‘Good Company,’ Nina Wilcox 
Putnam original, is set as a co- 
starrer for Allison Skipworth and 
Roland Young at Paramount. 
Walter de Leon and Miss Putnam 
are adapting. 





MACKNOVITCH’S O. 0. 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Sam Macknovitch, treasurer of 
Educational Pictures, inspecting 
studio and exchange, is returning 


to New York Oct. 31. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


George Frank. 

Nick Grinde. 

Ted Claire. 

30bbe (Perkins) Harris. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Constance Bennett. 
Mary Boland. 

Iika Chase. 

Eddie Cantor. 
Marquise Henry De la 
Al Dubin. 

Minna Gombel. 

W. K. Howard, 
Nat Levine. 

Glen MacWilliams 
J. J. McCarthy. 
Dan Michalove. 
Lyda Roberti. 
Jake Wilk. 

Aben Kandel. 

Sam Macknovite 








Falaise. 





Joe Mankiewicz. 
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Say Lefcourt Backs Scheme for New 
Exchange String for Indie Producers 


Move to resist the distribution 
routine in the independent produc- 
tion field, which now limits about 
150 features to handling in national 
indie channels, is being planned by 
some of the stronger indie makers, 
who would have their own exchange 
combine. 

A. E. Lefcourt, millionaire con- 
tractor, who recently entered the 
industry as an independent pro- 
ducer, is reported in back of such 
a movement. Inability so far to get 
his first production, ‘Manhattan 
Tower, beyond exchanges in the 
four indie key cities, representing 
only 40% of the average indie pro- 
duction s overhead, is said to be the 
reason for Lefcourt’s interest in the 
releasing phase. 

Plan is supposed to involve crea- 
tion of a new string of exchanges 
operating out of key spots. In this 
scheme several indie producers 
would be required to lend their sup- 
port, especially that of guarantee- 
ing a total of product which would 
answer the needs of the new gicpots. 
Producers who went into the com- 
bine would, at the same time, be 
assured of a national outlet for 
their pictures. 

Quality product is being stressed 
by Lefcourt lieutenants who point 
out that with the dwindling of dou- 
ble features there will be little place 
for the type of picture which now 
finds a spotty market because of 
competition and theatre policy. 


3 Set for Arliss 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

First picture for George Arliss at 
Warners this fall will be ‘King’s 
Vaertion,’ an original by Ernest 
Pascal with Dudley Digges first cast 
in support, placed by the Selznick- 
Joyce Agency. 

Production starts Nov. 7, after 
which Arliss will make ‘Adopted 
Father’ and a story based on the 
life of Voltaire, returning to Eng- 
land next May. 








Philly Nickle City 
Tax Up This Week 


If a five cent city admission tax, 
up for consideration in Philadelphia 
this week, becomes a law Warners 
will be the hardest hit of that city’s 
theatre owners. 

Tax is a flat five cents on all ad- 
missions in excess of 25c. It is re- 
ported that nearly all of WB’s 80 
theatres in that city would have to 
meet the tribute. 


‘Farewell’ at Rialto, 
Maybe Twice Daily 


‘Farewell to Arms,’ New York 
premier of which has been set back, 
may play a two-a-day attraction at 
the Rialto, New York, instead of on 
a grind. It would probably show to 
a $1.50 or $2 top in this case. 


Instead of ‘Farewell’ being the 
next for the Rialto, ‘The Dark 
House’ comes in as_ successor to 


*Madison Square Garden.’ Date is 


unset. 


Church Films Fold 


Tlollywood, Oct. 24. 

Gordal Pictures, indie company 
formed to produce religious films 
for church and school, has folded. 
Was located at Western Pictures 
studio. 

G. L. Gordon 
headed the outfit. 





and J. Dallow 


‘SHANTYTOWN’ STARTS 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Mary Pickford picture, ‘Shanty- 
town,’ started today (Monday) and 
is the only production now working 
at United Artists. 

Retakes on the Jolson film come 
later this week and the new Ronald 
Colman film, ‘The Masquerader,’ 
goes into work Nov. 1. 





COLUMNIST’S SCRIPT 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Don Ryan, former local columnist, 
is at Universal to write continuity 
on ‘Black Pearl,’ story of the South 
Seas’ pearl industry. 

Script is being prepared for Ir- 
vin Willat, director, who is on 
his way here from Tahiti, where he 
has been making scenes with Glen 
Kerschner, cameraman. 


| New York are shifting. James S. 





San Diego’s Question 
San Diego, Oct. 24. 

Last week ‘The Big Broad- 
cast’ (Par) was the attraction 
at the Fox, ace F-WC house 
here. On Wednesday evening 
(19), Eddie Cantor’s ‘Kid from 
Spain’ was previewed at the 
same house. Despite advertis- 
ing in the afternoon papers on 
the preview and the radio 
names in ‘Broadcast,’ house 
was less than half filled that 
night. 

And local theatre men are 
frantic trying to figure what it 
takes to draw. 


Animal Cruelty Out 
In ‘King of Jungle’ 
After Frisco Expose 

















San Francisco, Oct. 24. 

Paramount will film ‘King of the 
Jungle’ minus scenes showing ap- 
parent cruelty to animals, and later 
intends to seek indorsements on the 
picture from women’s clubs, hu- 
mane societies, etc. 

Ben Hersfield, former agent and 
a Los Angeles humane department 
commissioner, in charge of the ani- 
mal stuff, practically pledged that 
Par would turn out a model humane 





film in a speech before the Interna- 
tional Convention of Humane So- | 
cieties here last Thursday (20). 

Hershfield blamed animal cruelty | 
in pictures on the public, saying 
producers gave the public only 
what it wanted. He admitted cruel- 
ty in making animal films, told the 
methods, and gave some inside info. 
He also mentioned several animal 
pictures in citing cruelty. 





RKO Realigning N. Y. 
House Managers’ Berths 


Several RKO managers around 


Powers moves from the 58th St. to 
Proctor’s, Newark; Reginald Wha- 
len, former assistant manager and 
treasurer of the 86th St. succeeds. 
Nathan Rudin moves along with 
Whalen as the latter’s assistant to 
replace Norman Pope. 

Harvey Watkins, handling the 
8ist St. has swapped berths with 
Larry Greib at tue Colonial. T. J. 
Freitag goes to the Keith’s Rich- 
mond Hill, replacing Fred Brunel’, 
who moves to the Madison, Brook- 


lyn, where he succeeds Herman 
Whitman. 
Sid Zins has succeeded Jack 


Schneider as assistant manager and 
treasurer at the Hamilton, Schnei- 
der going to the Franklin, replac- 
ing Ansel Weinstein at the latter 


WB AND RKO SPLIT UP 





spot. 


Mack Stays for Second _ 
Charles Rogers Picture | 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Willard Mack, on contract to 
Charles Rogers to write dialog for 
‘Billion Dollar Scandal,’ stays on for 
a second film. 

He'll both adapt and do the 
dialog on ‘Strictly Personal,’ a story 
by Wilson Mizner and Robert Shan- 
non. Continuity will be written by 
Earl Baldwin. 





‘Outcast’ as Special 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Radio has engaged E. E. Para- 
more to dialog and adapt ‘The Out- 
east of Poker Flat.’ 

Bret Harte yarn was made sev- 
eral years ago by Universal with 
Harry Carey starred. Radio figures 
to produce it as a special. No names 
or director mentioned as yet. 


PAR ASSIGNMENTS 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Frances Dee goes into ‘King of 
the Jungle’ and Susan Fleming is 
set for ‘He Learned About Women,’ 


at Par. Noel Francis comes on the 
lot for ‘Under Cover Man.’ 





Summerville at Niagara 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
John Grey and James Mulhauser 
are writing ‘Niagara Falls’ at U. 





| Summerville 


It’s a honeymoon kidder for Slim 
and Zasu Pitts. 





Glucksman-Stern? 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 
E. M. Glucksman was in town last 
week to confer with Emil Stern of 
Essaness Circuit. He may work a 








deal to return to Chicago as an 
operator. 

Meanwhile it ig also mentioned | 
that Glucksman might return to! 


B&K where the setup of three years 
ago is in process of restoration. 


Adopts Censors 
‘Pink’ Idea as Biz 
Builder, It Works 


Possibly the first time a censor 
board has been credited with estab- 
lishing a better business precedent 
for the box office, and which is being 
cepied voluntarily by exhibitors else- 
where, is Chiedgo’s ‘pink’ method. 

Tabbing a picture as ‘pink’ or for | 
adults only, is now being done by | 
M. A. Lightman. After conducting 
the experiment in five of his Ten- | 
nessee theatres, Lightman reports a 
marked increase in receipts within 
one month. 

Lightman is now encouraging the 
experiment to the point where it 
will likely reach national propor- 
tions. He is incorporating it in the 
general policy of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America 
and is advocating its trial at all 
state unit conventions which he is 
attending. 

















ALBANY AND TROY, N. Y. 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 24. 

A deal, which involves at least 
six first run houses in upstate 
cities, Albany, Troy and Schenec- 
tady, is about to be consummated. 

An agreement has been virtually 
reached whereby the RKO Proctor 
house in Troy will be turned over 
to Warners, giving the latter chain 
control of the Troy situation, while 
on the other hand RKO is to take 
over the Strand, Warners’ largest 





Stock Trading Off to 500,000, 
Both Sides Await Steel Div d Vote 
After Close Today; Loew at 264, 














About Face for 


16mm. Field; Biz 
Is Much Brighter 


With sound on 16mm film believed 
about perfected, the miniature film 
field is beginning to realize its first 
important impetus in some time. 
Industrials, which have mostly been 
made until now on standard width, 
are beginning to concentrate in such 
“i Way on the parlor width film that 
the small film men are convinced 
that the industrial market will go 
comrp_etely 16mm. 

Fifth avenue studios of RCA 
Photophone are now reported vir- 
tually turned over to 16mm produc- 
tion. Three national accounts—in- 
cluding rope, shoes and groceries— 
are the first of the bigger indus- 
trials to order subjects in 16mm. 
Footage for these three accounts, 
including over 12 reels, was com- 
pleted last week. The Photophone 
crew this week is commencing work 
cn its first original six-reeler in 
home film, This is also an indus- 
trial. In conjunction with produc- 
tion RCA is also boosting its sales 
of 16mm projectors. 

Elsewhere in the small-film field 
crogress is reported. Julius Singer, 
head of the 16mm Film Board of 








house in Albany, placing RKO in 
control of the theatrical field here. 


Trade, including independent mak- 
ers and dealers throughout the 





In Schenectady RKO is now dick- 
ering for an independent string of 
houses, including the State and 
Erie, known as the Shirley theatres, 
managed by W. W. Shirley and 
owned by W. W. Farley. The State 
is often used for legitimate attrac- 


ccuntry, states that the activity at 
the Photophone studios is being re- 
flected down the line. This is con- 
trary to the outlook a few weeks 
ago when the 16mm lads saw little 
to smile about in the future. 








tions. 

Warner already has taken over | 
the Van Curler, an old legit house | 
in Schenectady, which is expected | 
to be remodeled. 


Coast Title Changes | 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
‘The Good Thing,’ play by Law- 
rence Hazard, has been retitled 
‘Eleven Lives,’ Paramount. 








‘Lifetime’ to State-Lake 
As 1st in New Routine 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

State-Lake will get some of the 
Palace’s pictures under its new 
operating setup. Where heretofore, 
under vaudfilm, the State-Lake films 
were mostly Palace sloughs, now, 
at least, a few of the deemed better 
releases will be diverted to this 
house, 

RKO is placing ‘Once in a Life- 





‘Plain Clothes Man’ redubbed by 
Columbia to ‘Man Against Women.’ 





U Revives House Organ, 
Flim Buying Reasons 


With buying of film returning to 
the field Universal will revive pub- 
lication of its ‘Universal Weekly,’ 
house organ on U activities for ex- 
hibitors, suspended three years ago. 
First issue is being mailed out 
Nov. 1. 

Carl Laemmle ordered restoration 
of the sheet, in view of the elim- 
ination of most of the film buying 
from among around 25 men in New 
York. 





FILM STOPPED, SEEK B. R. 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Franklyn-Stoner have gone east 
after a new b. r. following financial 
difficulties which stopped produc- 
tion on ‘The Lost Continent.’ 

Only miniature prehistoric animal 
stuff had been filmed. Jay Mar- 
chant, supervising, has gone to! 
Universal. 








Crown As Essaness Link 
Chicago, Oct. 24. | 
Crown theatre, on North avenue, | 
may pass to Essaness operation 
Emil! Stern was looking it over last | 
week. 
House was last operated by Fox 
but has been closed several months 


} 


time’ (U) at the State-Lake as well 
as ‘13 Women’ and ‘Hell’s Highway,’ 
both Radio, which would ordinarily 
be Palace pictures. 





Serial’s Theme Ditty 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

First theme song for a serial will 
be used in Universal’s ‘Men of the 
Mounted,’ starting today (24). 
Dietrich is writing the number and 
Leon Duval will vocalize. 

Tom Tyler and Jacqueline Wells 
have leads in the suspended film, 
which Henry MacRae is supervis- 
ing. 





BIP Gets Mac Williams 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Glen MacWilliams, cameraman, 
has been given a 52-week contract 
by British International Pictures 
and leaves this week for London. 
He was last at Fox. 

Charles K, 3rown, of 
Selznick, acted as agent. 


Joyce- 





U’s Indian Scenes 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Universal is sending a camera- 
man to India to photograph back- 
grounds for Tala Birell’s next pic- 
ture, temporarily titled 
handle now owned by 

Brothers, 
Ted Fithian is 


Warne: 


on the script. 


‘Revolt,’ a | 


eo 
Yesterday’s Prices By AL GREASON 
iemnnitee Trading volume sank to around 
se Net the half-million mark yesterday 
eae F. pf ar et ~y (Mon) as operators on both sides 
600 East. K... 49% 49% 49% + % held off, awaiting the action on the 
= + B,, oon . senior Steel stock. Directors meet 
4,500 Par ....... 3% 38% 38% after the close today (Tues). 
P bon A ry wees | an _% Ticker lagged all day as trading 
‘00 RKO ||) 8% 8m 8% droned through the dullest session 
10 Univ. pf.. 33 33 38 —2 for months. There was a flurry 
800 W. B...... 2% 2 2%— selling at the opening which car- 
Bonds ried prices down somewhat, but the 
ey 4 — Bg Ri, Ba Pl % lost ground was made up before 
5.000 Awt Y “peer 201% 21 ” noon and business continued listless 
SAGE «é\s% ane a ae right to the close. 
Curb There was a minor betterment in 
300 Tech 8% 3% 8%+% prices in the last few minutes, sug- 
gesting that perhaps a few shorts 


chose to cover, but there was no 
evidence that they were having any 
trouble getting stock. Final quo- 
tations were practically unchanged 
in most important instances, al- 
though Steel preferred which was 
the center of interest registered a 
net gain of a little more than a 
point at 73%. 

Dealings in Loew were negligible, 
transactions being entirely in min- 
imum board lots and steady at 26%, 
a fraction up. 

All together the market made a 
fairly good showing in the face of 
a minor decline in wheat prices, 
which have been furnishing the cue 
lately. At least leading stocks held 
their own. 

Dealings in bonds were negligible 
but the few trades put through 
found prices generally steady. 


Upward Move Balked 


Amusement stocks followed the 
tnarket last week; that is to say 
they tried to make some headway on 
the upside but ran into a stone wall 
in the form of public tndifference or 
timidily and so chose the only alter- 
native by going down. 

There were no material declines. 
Prices were only fractionally off 
from the Saturday previous, but the 
major recessions were in the places 
where they hurt most. Notably 
Loew’s declined about 2 points, fin- 
ishing the week not only at its low 
for that trading period, but prac- 
tically at the bottom for the move- 
ment, 

Volume of 24,000 shares might not 
look important except that it was 
relatively large considering the slow 
pace of trading during the whole 

(Continued on page 21) 





Mooney and Miss De Haas 
Walk Out with Waxman 


Along with the departure from 
the Roxy, New York, last week of 
A. P. Waxman, who 1 2?signed, Mar- 
tin Mooney, advertising assistant to 
Waxman, and Arline De Haas, on 
publicity, also walked. 

Miss DeHaas is planning to go to 
Europe shortly to devote her time 
in future to writing. 





Tyson Goes Skouras 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 
George Tyson, who resigned here 
last week as WB's advertising di- 
rector after three years in the Pitts- 
burgh division, has signed with 
Skouras Brothers as assistant to 
Harold Fitzgerald, district manager 


in the Milwaukee territory, com- 
prising 43 houses. Tyson left to 
take up his new duties yester- 


day (23). 

Milton Silver, former advertising 
chief for Universal Pictures, has 
succeeded Tyson here, coming to 
Pittsburgh with Harry Kalmine, 
new zone manager and successor to 
John H. Harris, also resigned. 





Freund and Beatty 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Karl Freund, who directed ‘The 
Mummy’ for Universal, will do ‘Man 
And Beast’ (formerly ‘Animal 

Magic’) as his next assignment. 
Film starts around Nov. 1 when 
Clyde Beatty, of the Ringling show, 
arrives with a carload of animals, 





LAUNCH WINCHELL SHORTS 








First of the Walter Wincheil 
i shorts for Roland-Brice goes into 
| work this week in New York. It’s 
a script by Winchell’s co-column- 


ist, Mark Hellinger. Latter has also 
written the next two scripts in the 
series. 

Herbert Fields will do the contin- 
uity on two more Winchell shorts. 
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Addition of Two L. 


A. Ist Runs 


Holds Town’s Tep Under $20,000; 
‘Red Dust, in Two Houses, $31,000 





Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 


Addition of two houses to -the 
first runs this week will tend to 
split the average takes with result 
that none of the deluxe cinema 


establishments will touch $20,000. 
Pantages and United Artists re- 

opened day and date with the same 

picture, ‘Red Dust,’ and will prob- 


ably run evenly with possibility 
that the Hollywood house may nose 
in front. 


‘Bill of Divorcement,’: because of 
a $2.50 benefit premiere, kept the 
RKO dark all day Friday (21) and 
night business was far from satis- 
factory as plenty of paper was 
spread around town. Premier was 
short of $1,300 with the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund taking half. 

Biz over the weekend was pretty 
well shot. 


Estimates for This Week 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70) 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB) and 
vaude. Not too hot and looks 
around $9,000. Last week ‘Tiger 
Shark’ (WB) brought in around 
good $12,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75) 


‘The Crash’ (FN). Rather weak at 
$11,000. Last week ‘Cabin in Cot- 
ton’ (FN) fairly good, close to $14,- 
060. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-65) 
*‘Red Dust’ (M-G) and stage show. 
With heavy exploitation and trim- 
mings around $16,000, good. Pan is 
running ahead of the UA with the 
same show, playing to heavy night 
trade. 

Paramount (Publix) 
$1.10) ‘Night After Night’ (Par) 
and stage show. Indications of 
around $16,000, just fair. Last week 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) finished with 
bang, $27,200. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55) ‘Divorcement’ 
(Radio). Week may not bring in 
$8,500, not so hot. Last week ‘Crest- 
wood’ (Radio) slipped after good 
start, $7,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65) 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (2d-final 
week). Looks as though holdover 
may not have been advisable as 
only $11,000 in sight. Last week 
Bame film, $18,500. 

United Artists (Fox) (2,100; 
65) ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) and stage 
show. They evidently want to see 
the Harlow-Gable combo so ought 
to reach a good $15,000. 


‘B’DCAST,’ NEW’K, 156; 
“MERRY-GO-ROUND,’ 106 


Newark, Oct. 24. 

Some hope this week, although 
rain hurt last week. ‘Big Broadcast’ 
looks like big $15,000, while ‘Wash- 
ington Merry - Go- Round’ should 
draw $10,000 both very nice. 

The Shubert with its vaudfilm ‘is 
cutting in on the other houses but 
not influencing them to bring back 
vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- 
20-40-55-65) —‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB). Deserves better than its 
probable $9,600. House now trying 
a Thursday opening. Last week 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN) good at 
$11,000 in eight days. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) and ‘Crooked 
Circle.’ Will probably slip a little 
below the steady $5,000. Last week 
‘Last Man’ (Col) and ‘Blondie of 
the Follies’ (M-G) good at $5,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Monte 
Darlo Madness’ (Ufa) and ‘Kalhari’ 
(Principal). May reach $1,200. Last 
week ‘Troika’ (Russian) okay at 
$1,200. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
50-55-65) — ‘Downstairs’ (M-G). 
Good notices and may do better 
than the expected $7,500. Last week 


(3,595; 35- 


25- 








‘Troubles’ (M-G) pretty weak at 
$7,000. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 15-20-25- 


30-40-55)—‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio) 
and ‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). 
Ought to get $4,000, weak for the 
biggest house in town. Last week 
‘Life Begins’ (FN) and ‘Sporting 
Age’ (Col) awful at $2,800. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
20-25-30-40-55-66)—‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par). Big list of names can’t fail 
to draw here; may beat big $15,000. 
Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) ter- 
rible for Lloyd at bare $7,600. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65) —‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ (Col). Political film 
timely but not so good here as radio 
names. Probably a nice $10,000. 
Last week ‘Crestwood’ (Radio) n.s.g. 
at .$6,500. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-20- 
25-30-40-55)-——‘King Murder’ (Mon- 
ogram) and added attraction ‘Gold- 
en West’ (Fox). Hopes to reach $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Hat Check Girl’ 
(Fox) weak at $4,200. 





‘Smilin’ Thru,’ $3,100; ‘All 
American,’ $1,800, Lincoln 


Lincoln, Oct. 24. 

With homecoming day at the uni- 
versity to bolster late week biz, the 
eurrent. pace should gain to a fine 
finishing sprint. Previous week’s 
biz at picture houses was whittled 
by the food show and stock com- 
pany opening. 

Stuart will have little trouble top- 
ping with ‘Smilin’ Through,’ Shearer 
hitting well with college crowds. 
‘All American’ at the State, the only 
football picture thus far, also nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-30-40) 
—One Way Passage’ (WB). Aver- 
age for Powell-Francis, $2,500. Last 
week ‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) topped 
with nice $2,800. 


Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30)—‘Two Against World’ (WB). 
Will knock out moderate $1,100. 


Last week ‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio), 
by power of Dix’s name, held for 
$1,150. 

State (Indie) (500; 10-25-35)—‘All 
American’ (U). Good for an okay 
$1,800. Last week ‘Those We Love’ 
(WW) suffering under stiff com- 
petish, did even $1,000. 

Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (MG). 
Good for top $3,100. Last week 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par), weak $2,700. 


PRESS CHILLS GUINAN, 
BUT ‘SPORTING’ 106 


Providence, Oct. 24. 
Low standard of films keep things 
quiet this week. Once again stage 
shows are out front and giving ex- 
hibitors plenty of worry. Texas 
Guinan headlining at the Albee with 
‘Sporting Age’ on the screen is 
plenty in the money and probably 
will see close to $10,000. 
Paramount, with ‘Big Broadcast,’ 
radio names, heading for big $13,- 
500. 
On top of the regular opposish 
exhibs here have a headache in the 
roadshow engagement of ‘Strange 
Interlude’ at the Carlton. Film 
here for one week, and after fans 
dig down for the $1.65 top other 
stands figure there’s not much left 
for them. 
One of the big surprises here last 
week was the marvelous showing 
of ‘Back Street’ at the second run 
Rialto, where the film hung up a 
house record. 


Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)— 
‘Sporting Age’ (Col) and Texas 
Guinan on stage. Newspapers sort 
of cold-shouldered nite club hostess 
but house doing well regardless. 
With film opposish weak this house 
should have no difficulty in building 
up to least $10,000. Last week 
‘Phantom of Crestwood’ (Radio) 
and Fatty Arbuckle doing a personal 
was oke at $10,400. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,600; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G). Plugged 
heavily through a load of fancy tie- 
ups. Taking into consideration that 
this town raised an awful fuss when 
O'Neill tried to book play here and 
was unsuccessful, there'll be plenty 
of curious ones around the box 
office before film quits town next 
gga Advance sale reported 

ig. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-55)—‘Wild Girl’ 
(Fox) and vaude, Honors about 
even between film and stage show. 
Down a peg at $6,500, but fair at 
that. Last week ‘No Living Wit- 
ness’ (Mayfair) and Nick Lucas on 
the stage big at $8,200. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)— 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Unless there’s 
a build-up in prospect it looks as 
though this one will catch the booby 
prize. Received terrific panning but 
whether the notices will keep them 
away is problematic. Takings most 
likely won't touch $7,000. Last 
week ‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G) 
was another case for the doctor at 
the same figure. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) and ‘Vir- 
gins of Bali.’ Not many takers for 
this one. Lucky to see $6,500, even 











if there is a sudden sprint. Last 
week ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN) 
and ‘Exposure’ (Tower) so-so a 
$7,200. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par). Radio names will 
help this house to possibly $13,500, 
big. Last week ‘Madison Square 
Garden’ (Par) packed no wallop, 
$6,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Fourth Horseman’ (U) and ‘Strange 
Justice’ (Radio); also serial, ‘Last 
Frontier’ during first half. This lit- 
tle spot has suddenly burst forth 
into the money. Week will see a 
fair $3,500. Last week ‘Hell’s High- 
way’ (Radio), and ‘Age of Consent’ 
(Radio) $3,600. 





‘Sally’ Tab Up; ‘Night,’ 
12G; ‘Smiling,’ 10G, Port. 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 24. 

Par’s ‘Big Broadcast’ at the Fox- 
Broadway won the top house gross 
since the house opened this season. 
Following this week with ‘Smilin’ 
Thru,’ which looks another winner. 
House has been building up slow- 
ly since opening and _ present 
grosses indicate okay returns, 

F & M’s ‘Sally’ stage unit at the 
Fox-Paramount clicking for big re- 


sults. Unit is featured in top spot 
above ‘Night After Night.’ House 
has had previous success with this 
policy of exploitating major stage 
features. 

Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ at the 
Fox-Paramount stood them in line 
for mats and held up well evenings. 
The week clicked hugely for better 
than $15,000. 

Gamble’s Rialto, which upped its 
admish to 50c from 25 for ‘Explor- 
ers of the World’ (Raspin), held up 
the ducat price for ‘Last Mile’ 
(World Wide). Picture was heavily 
exploited and got results. Cur- 
rently that house has double pro- 
gram of ‘Virgins of Bali’ (Prin- 
cipal) and ‘Texas. Ban Man’ (U) in 
line for an okay week. 

Football pictures are doubtful in 
this football cray burg. Figure the 
fans can get real McCoy, which 
takes the edge off screen pigskin 
athletics. Orpheum currently has 
‘All American’ for just a fair b. o. 
Last week ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ 
(Radio) did better. 

B. o. biz in general still dull, but 
weather cooler and some signs of 
improvement. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65) —Night After Night’ (Par) 
and F & M’s ‘Sally.’ Stage unit 
featured in top spot and clicking in 
a big way. Should connect for 
strong $12,000. Last week ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G) a great $14,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-55) —‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G). A 
winner, big $10,000. Last week ‘Big 
Broadcast’: (Par), $6,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘All American’ (U). In line for fair 
$4,000. Last week ‘Crestwood’ 
(Radio) did $3,800. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—Wild Girl (Fox). 
Okay $4,000. Last week ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ (Par) fair $3,500. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—One Way Passage (WB). Fair- 
ly for tnis house, about $3,000. Last 
week ‘White Zombie (UA) an- 
swered to exploitation and connect- 
ed for $3,600. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25-40)— 
“Virgins of Bali (Principal) and 
‘Texas Bad Man (U). Getting re- 
sults, $3,000. Last week ‘Last Mile’ 
(World Wide), well exploited, 
clicked for good $3,700. 


SHEARER IN NATIVE 
MONTREAL STRONG 146 


Montreal, Oct. 24. 
Legit house in full swing is hav- 
ing some effect on cinemas, and last 
week there was something of a dip 
in grosses, except at the combo 


house. Currently outlook is good, 
with ‘Smilin’ Through’ starring na- 
tive daughter Norma Shearer sure 
to jack up Palace gross to $14,000 
after a not so good past week. 

Capitol has a good brace in ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ and ‘Passport ta Hell’ 
which should get $12,000. Loew’s 
has been way up recently and will 
likely maintain a good $15,000 on 
‘Chandw’ and vaude. Princess run- 
ning a couple of British.. His Maj- 
esty’s has ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ for 
which advance sales were good. 
Nabes in a slump. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Maijesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
$2.50)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (musical). 
Here for umnteenth time but will 
do nicely at $12,000. Last week 
‘Too True to Be Good’ (legit) not 
so good as expected at $11,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G). Shearer always 
sure-fire here. Should gross $14,000. 
Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) not 
so good at $11,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Passport to 
Hell’ (Fox). Should maintain pre- 
vious week’s good gross around $12,- 











000, which was figure for ‘Pack Up 
Your Troubles’ (M-G), and ‘13th 
Chair’ (Ind). 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65)—‘Chanduw’ 
(Fox) and vaude. Should gross well 
around $14,000. Last week ‘Phan- 
tom President’ (Par) and vaude one 





of best of year at $16,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 35-60)— 
‘Night Like This’ (British), and 
‘Blue Danube’ (British). First has 
locally popular stars and gross may 
be $7,500. Last Week ‘Crusoe’ (UA), 
and ‘Almost Married’ (Col) (2d 
week) grossed $6,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 
25-40)—‘Le Sergeant X’ (French). 
May get $2,000. Last week ‘Gloria’ 
(French) $2,200. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Monsieur Albert’ 
(French), $1,500. About same last 
week for ‘Nuit au Paradis’ (French). 





Masthaum Denting All Philly, 
Over $90,000; 


a 


Rax, Mild $18,000 





Legit, Symph Competish 
Dents L’ville; Loew, 9G 


Louisville, Oct. 24. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner broke dull- 
ness of theatrical circles with ‘Wives 
of Henry VIII’ and ‘Empress Eu- 
genie’ Oct. 14 and 15 but only drew 
about 300 people to ‘Eugenie.’ Civic 
Arts Association presented Louis- 
ville with the Louisville Symphonic 
Orchestra, in process of formation 
as the Y. M. H. A. Symphony for 18 
years, on Monday night, Oct. 17. 
Gayety had little trouble with 
wage scale past week but everything 
seems hunkydory now with Hinda 
Wausau booked to open Oct. 29. 
Estimates for This-Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Faith- 
less’ (M-G). Good at $9,000. -Last 
week ‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA), $6,- 
300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,800; 25- 

35-55) —‘Madison Square Garden’ 
(Par). Nice takings, $8,500. Last 
week ‘Wild Girl’ (Fox), and Jack 
Mulhall in person; $8,200. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
$5-5¢)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). Good 
gross, $5,000. Last week ‘The Crash’ 
(FN), bad at $2,700. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Age of 

Consent’ (Radio). Only fair biz, 
$2,300. Last week ‘Crestwood’ (Ra- 
dio), $2,700. 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40)—‘Golden West’ (Fox). Fine $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Night After Night’ 
(Par), $2,200. 


PHANTOM PREZ’ 156’S; 
LIFETIME,’ 146, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Oct. 24, 

Two standouts this week, the Am- 
bassador and Fox. Former is play- 
ing George M. Cohan down and 
Schnozzle Durante up, and stands to 
have its best week for some time. 
Thanks partly to reviews praising 
‘Phantom President’ to the skies. 
Reviews are also helping to put 
over ‘Once in Lifetime’ at the Fox 
which also has stage show with 
drawing power. Big disappointment 
is ‘Big Broadcast’ at the St. Louis. 
Radio names were expected to pull 
the customers in large numbers but 
it isn’t happening that way. Other 
houses only fair or off a little, 

Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 25-35- 
55)—‘Phantom President’ (Par) and 
unit. Looks good for strong $15,000. 
Last week ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) 
under $13,000. 
Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U), and Snub 
Pollard, Walter Hiers and Ben Tur- 
pin on stage with F-M unit. Going 
big at $14,000. Last week ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ (Fox) same. 
Loew's State (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Montgomery 
name may help this one for fairish 
$10,000. Last week ‘Kongo’ (M-G) 
same, 
Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55) 
—Night of June 13’ (Par), and 
‘Vanity Street’ (Col). First week of 
double features; fair $5,000. Last 
week ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ (RKO) 
$5,100. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-50) 
—Big Broadcast’ (Par). Radio 
names counted upon but $9,500 gait 
is poor here. Last week ‘Blonde 
Venus’ (Par) $10,400, fair. 


BROADCAST’ $12,000, 
PASSAGE’ 186’S—BUFF 


Buffalo, Oct. 24. 
Nothing especially stirring on this 
key’s first run front. ‘ne Way 
Passage,’ trying for $18,000 at the 
Buffalo, but ‘Big Broadcast,’ at 
Great Lakes, comparatively better 
on $12,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65), 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and stage 
show. Must stretch to get $18,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par) went under that to $17,400. 
Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- 
40-55), ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). At- 
tracting good biz,. probably $12,000. 














Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
dipped to $9,900. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35), 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par). 
Doing okay; $9,500 in sight. Last 


week ‘Crestwood’ (RKO) turned in 
$7,200, mild. y ; 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-55), 
‘Hold ‘Em Jail’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Surprising with $13,000 probably the 
answer. Last week ‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox), an okay $10,900. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘Man 
Called Back’ (Tiff) and ‘Strangers 
of the Evening’ (Tiff). Double bill 
climbing to fine $9,000. Last week 
‘Is My Face Red’ (RKO) strong 
at $8,800. 





vr 





Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 
All indications to another big 
week for the Mastbaum whose re- 
opening bill stole all the thunder 
last week despite one of the worst 
spells of weather Philly has seen 
in many moons, 


Joe E. Brown gets top billing with 
Phil Baker and Patricia Bowman, 
Harry McNaughton and Tamara 
also featured, Picture is ‘One Way 
Passage.’ Combination should have 
no trouble in cracking $50,000. The 
torrential rain knocked last week's 
gross down to $52,000, three grand 
under expectations. 


The Fox which has had two or 
three strong weeks doesn’t look so 
forte with the current’ array. 
‘Rackety Rax’ got fine notices but 
absence of names on the stage show 
will hurt; not over $18,000 figured, 

A question is ‘Life Begins’ at the 
Boyd. Papers here made plenty 
squawks about the original adver- 
tising with changes resulting. Re- 
views were mixed, most of the 
critics admitting the sincerity and 
dignity of the treatment but opin- 
ing that it is decidedly not enter- 
tainmept. Maybe $13,000. 

‘Movie Crazy’ which came into the 
Stanley Tuesday when ‘Phantom 
President’ flopped badly is trying to 
make the grade for a second week, 
ought to get around $17,000 al- 
though not what was hoped. 

‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ plus the 
usual vaudeville, figures a, possible 
$18,000. ‘American Madness,’ praised 
by the reviewers, ought to get the 
usual $9,000. 

‘Night Club Lady’ looks a weak 
sister at the Karlton and ‘70,000 
Witnesses’ not more than fair at 
the Arcadia. 

As predicted, the re-lighting of 
the Mastbaum has hit the Boyd and 
Stanley heavily and the S-W people 
are frankly worried about the situ- 
ation. Failure of ‘Phantom Presi- 
dent’ and the Arliss picture to make 
grade for two weeks was a tip- 
off. 

This may. have something to do, 
also, with the fact that no further 
mention has been made of the Ale 
dine’s reopening although house 
was painted and redecorated a few 
weeks ago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-55-75) ‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB) and stage 
show. Joe E. Brown and Phil Baker 
outstanding names and combination 
ought to beat $50,000. Last week, 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (MG) with 
Harry Richman and Benny Davis 
as stage show names missed tho 
expected $55,000 figure but got ale 
most $52,000. Heavy rains at be- 
ginning of the week hurt here as it 
did all over town. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75) ‘Movie 
Crazy’ (Par). Opened Tuesday 
when ‘Phantom President’ failed to 
hold up for second week. First full 
week $17,000 which is okay but not 
notable for a Lloyd picture. 

Fox (3,000; 85-40-75) ‘Rackety 
Rax’ (Fox) and stage show. Com- 
bination by no means as strong as 
those of last three weeks. Absence 
of names hurt. Lucky to get $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
(Fox) and Morton Downey on stage, 
very good at $23,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55) ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col). Praised by 
critics, ought to hit $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ 
(Radio), $8,250. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (FN). The big mystery of the 
week. Maybe $13,000 but that’s 
doubtful. Last week, Successful 
Calamity’ (FN) disappointed keenly 
with $12,500. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-75) ‘Troubles’ 
(MG) and vaudeville. Laurel and 
Hardy full-length comedy and aver- 
age show should mean a possible 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Sporting Age’ 
(Col) weak with $15,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55) ‘Night 
Club Lady’ (Col). Lucky to hit 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) 
got about $4,000. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55) ‘70,000 
Witnesses’ (Par). Perhaps $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
$2,800, disappointing. 





‘Fair,’ ‘Pleasure’ and 
‘Sky’ Starting at Fox 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Three pictures are getting under 
way at Fox this week. ‘State Fair,’ 
slated for August but held up by 
story difficulties, will be the first 
to take off. Janet Gaynor, Spencer 
Tracy, Sally Eilers and Louise 
Dresser are also in the cast besides 
Will Rogers. Henry King directs. 
‘Pleasure Cruise,’ with Sidney 
Lanfield megging, is another starter. 
Genevieve Tobin is the only player 
so far for this cast. Third to get going 
is ‘Face in the Sky,’ first to be di- 
rected by Harry Lachman, Charles 
Farrell and Marion Nixon are in the 
} top spots here. 
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Balto. Steps Up; 
Hipp to $17,000; 
‘June 13’ Big 106 


Baltimore, Oct. 24. 

After idling along in second for a 
fortnight, local picture box offices 
are shooting into high and heading 
for big numbers. Powerful attrac- 
tions are in order at the majority of 
the show shops, and instead of com- 
petish hurting the business it’s re- 
acting to the benefit of everybody. 

At the stage houses it’s the ros- 
trums that are doing the business. 
On the stages are the Mills Broth- 
ers at the Hippodrome, with Tal- 
madge-Jessel at the Century. Latter 
spot also has ‘Faithless,’ with Tal- 
lulah Bankhead and Robert Mont- 
gomery, as its film. : 

‘One of the niftier surprises is the 
strength being developed by ‘Night 
of June 13’ at Keith’s. Coming into 
town with the usual non-heralding 
at this house, picture is building 
rapidly. Boost was primarily the 
result of the exceptionally good no- 
tices throughout the newspapers, 

The one disappointment appears 
to be ‘Rackety Rax’ at the New, 
where the femme shopping element 
is not so eager to drop in for a com- 
edy razz on college football. Foot- 
ball angle is being overplayed in 
this town, it seems, the pigskin an- 
gle being shoved down the public’s 
throats. 

Auditorium will next week join 
the first runs with the road showing 
of ‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ House 
is spotting it at $1.50, in order to 
get the class impression over, but 
will have plenty of 40 and 50c seats 
on sale, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
65-66-75) — ‘Faithless’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Jessel-Talmadge oc- 
cupying the rostrum and managing 
to pull biz into this big-seater of 
town. Looks for $17,000, on the 
right side by a fair margin. Last 
week not so strong for : ‘Crusoe’ 
€UAY) at $16,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-55-66-75) — ‘Strange Justice’ 
(Radio) and vaude. Mills Brothers 
doing smart business and likely to 
touch $18,000, hot figure for seven- 
day session here. Will do five shows 
daily, ‘Crestwood’ (Radio) last 
week good enough at $10,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
40-40)—‘June 13’ (Par). Climbing 
fast after a so-so start. Notices 
great and looks like smiling session 
at one of niftiest grosses since start 
of season, $10,000. Previous session 
was $6,500, fair, with ‘Lifetime’ (U). 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). Theatre 
still sticking to mediocre figures, 
but evidently able to show profit 
because of cheap setup. At $3,500 
it’s a small figure, but enough in 
view of recent grosses. ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ (Fox) previous stanza good 
at $3,900. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
55-66-75) —‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). 
Being held back by the mediocre 
word-of-mouth and fact that most 
of names in flicker have shown here 
in person. Figures better bet in 
this section for outlying houses and 
smalier towns in vicinity. But $15,- 
000 possible and a happy numeral. 
Last week ‘Rain’ (UA) started 
strong and then eased to finish with 
good $16,100. 


RED DUST’ PLENTY IN 
THE BLACK, 166’S, N. 0. 


New Orleans, Oct. 24. 

Both Saenger and Loew’s State 
have potential b. o. cards. Saenger’s 
first southern showing of ‘Red Dust,’ 
in which Gable adds much to his 
laurels, while Jean Harlow aids her 
own popularity, looks like a natural 
with Gable’s partial digrobe and 
heavy love clinches, not to mention 
the smart sexy business handed 
Harlow. 

Radio fans are gathering in legion 
for ‘The Big Broadcast,’ which looks 
like & money click. Orpheum run- 
ning light with ‘Merry Go Round,’ 
but “Night After Night’ is doing 
nicely at the Tudor. 

Estimates for This Week 





Saenger (3.400: 25-35-50)—Red 
Dust’ (MG). Safe for $16000, per- | 
fect tor Gable and Harlow, with! 
Mary Astor grabbing some popu- | 
larity herself. Last week ‘Rain’ | 
(UA) went to $13,000. | 

Loew's State (3.200: 60)—‘Big! 
Broadeast’ (Par). Surprise hit will | 











+ 
N. H. PALACE $8,500 | 
On ‘American’ and ‘Go-Round’—| 
College Drops Vaude 
New Haven, Oct. 24. 
Palace plugging of ‘All-Ameri- 


can’ from the local Albie Booth 
angle will help this week. The Col- 
lege will fold vaude after current 
week, shifting to low price double 
feature policy Sunday (30). 

Palace will bring in Paul Ash 
stage show starting Fri. (28). 

‘Big Broadcast’ at , Paramount, 
boosting biz there to big $13,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40- 
60)—‘Big' Broadcast’ (Par) and unit. 
Will do heavy $13,000. Last week 
‘Madison Sq. Garden’ (Par) $9,600. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘All-American’ (U), and ‘Wash. 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Set for nice 
$8,500. Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) 
and tab ‘Frenchmen’ got fat $10,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘One Way Passage’ (WB), and 
‘Crusoe’ (UA). Looks like fair $5,- 
000. Equals last week’s ‘Crash’ and 
‘Crestwood.’ 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 30-40)— 
‘Wild Girl’ and vaude. Final vaude 
week headed for light $3,000. Last 
— ‘Okay America’ (U) only §$2,- 

00. 


‘6 HRS.’ $21,000, WASH; 
‘GO-ROUND’ FOR $9,000 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

The Earle and Palace are battling 
to pull in the kids this week. Earle, 
with circus stage bill of 75 people, 
has edge on Harold Lloyd, but both 
anticipate drog after school week 
begins today. 

Palace sent man around to local 
school playgrounds during recesses 
to. grind camera. ‘Wound up by 
Showing sign to enthralled juveniles 
that reels would ‘not’ be shown in 
connection with ‘Movie Crazy,’ but 
youngsters went home talking just 
the same. Earle’s stunt of putting 
clowns on street in front of house, 
however, got them when they came 
downtown. 

Rialto still straining to drive up 
box office with plenty of advance 
dough. Latest is autogyro flying 
over city with streamer ballyhooing 
‘Once in a Lifetime.’ 

Keith’s packing them in with 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ billed as putting 
spotlight on home town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Six Hours’ (Fox) and vaude. War- 
ner Baxter, top Fox star at house, 
combined with Art Jarrett, should 
see $21,000. Last week ‘Robinson 
Crusoe’ (UA) held clear through, 
bringing in $22,000. - 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Tough going 
against Earle circus bill. Probably 
only $12,000. Last week, second for 
‘Smilin’ Thru,’ broke b. o. records 
with $12,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830) (15,25-35- 
60)—‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Pack- 
ing in government officials and em- 
ployees, who were shocked at book. 
Should do $9,000. Last week five 
days of ‘Crestwood’ (Radio) fell 
short, but two of ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
pulled to good $10,000. 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) 
and vaude. Theatre reeking with 
circus atmosphere for stage show 
and headed for $20,000. Last week 
‘Blond Venus’ (Par) fell ghort of 
hopes with $17,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853;  25-35-50)— 
‘Lifetime’ (U). Exploitation will 
‘push to $8,000. Last week ‘Okay 
America’ (U), billed as ‘Kidnaping 
of Ruth Drake, only $6,000. 

Met (Warner) (1,583; 25-35-50-70) 
—Life Begins’ (FN). Hopes for 
‘$9,000. Last week repeat of ‘Phan- 
tom Pres,’ bad, but two days of 
‘Life Begins’ helped reach $6,000. 

Coiumbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—‘Crooked Circle’ (W-W). First 
break from month of westerns and 
will do about $3,000. Last week 
Fy ‘Em Cowboy’ slumped to 

1,200. 











|Insistence is that business won't fall | 
get $15,000, local popularity of the | 


GATE UP 10-15 


An 





EAST, FAR WEST 
LEAD IN UPTURN 


Autumn Revival Less Thas | 
31 But Trade Sees Im- | 
provement in Face of | 
Election Counter-Attrac- 
tion as Favorable—Confi- 
dent of Post-Campaign 
Spurt to Thanksgiving 
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BANK ON NEW FILMS 





Theatre grosses over the country 
have increased between 10 and 15% 
since Labor Day. During June and 
July the film house  boxoffices 
reached their low. 

Increases during the last six 
weeks on the new season’s product 
has been about around 6% over 
the month of August when a per- 
ceptible rise over the preceding 
month was noted. 

While the progress made since 
the new show season officially be- 
gan Labor Day is taken within pic- 
ture circles as encouraging, the leyel 
of business is not up to what it was 


for the corresponding period of 1931. 
Failure to equal or exceed the in- 
take of the first six weeks last year 
from Labor Day into Qctober is, 
however, not regarded as a current 
bad sign for the theatres. This 
year, it is insisted, many elements 
vther than those ‘of an economic 
niture have figured in lessening the 
usual seasonal increase to be ex- 
pected with the beginning of fall. 

It is pointea@ ovut chat the theatre 
is being held back by the natural 
results of prolonged depression plus 
the fact that thé coming election is 
cutting in. Otherwise business would 
be at a higher level than this time 
last year, it is believed. 

With the interest throughout the 
country in presidential, congression- 
al, state and municipal elections 
keeping people at their radios, the 
10 to 15% boost in theatre grosses 
over June and July is held by circuit 
men as above expectations, 

East Best 

In the judgment of operators new 
season’s product so far has im- 
measurably helped. Best general 
improvement is noted in the east 
with the far west second. Eastern 
theatres are regarded as having 
done best during the past six weeks, 
particularly through an increase in 
employment, notably in New Eng- 
land and other manufacturing cen- 
ters. 

While the middle west, northwest 
and south on Sept. 1 promised to 
show marked gains for theatres, 
throughout the agricultural sections 
in these territories the advance has 
not been strong. Spurt first came 
the middle of July due to better 
prices for live stock, grains and cot- 
ton. Middle west and south are 
now regarding as about holding 
their own. Increase in business, 
comparative with the east, or bet- 
ter, is expected for these sectors 
after the election. 

Opinion of skilled theatre men is 
that the next five weeks through 
Thanksgiving, and mainly after 
election, will reflect strength with 


a 
. 2 


B’way Biz Good; ‘Smilin’ Thru, 
Wow 656, 2d Wk.; ‘Merry Go Round, 
Big 236; ‘All American,’ $58,000 





Despite overtime on radios for 
political speeches and football the 
Broadway first runs are more than 
holding their own. During the past 
week the weather has helped con- 
siderably. On the past week end, 
business proved strong both Satur- 
day and Sunday, further aided by 
the weather, 

Broadway belief is that immedi- 
ately after the election two weeks 
hence there will be a marked im- 
provement in attendance. Theatre 
executives who themselves forego 
certain pictures to listen to political 
speeches base this prediction on 
their own interest in the presiden- 
tial campaign. 

The Capitol is exhibiting the finest 
strength among the Broadway the- 
atres. On its second week of ‘Smilin’ 
Thru’ it looks to do $65,000, im- 
mense. Picture will hold a third 
on the basis of this box office 
strength. Aided by reviews and 
word of mouth, plus such breaks as 


MERRY-GO’ $8,000, 
PENN, 1336, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 

Nothing eventful looked for this 
week, with moderate takings in- 
dicated all along the line. 

Leader will likely be ‘Big Broad- 
cast’ at the Penn, with air names 
credited for anticipated $13,500. 
House hit a new low last week and 
needs a little encouragement. ‘Cabin 
in the Cotton’ shapes up as a weak 
entry, what with Barthelmess’ drop 
in prestige locally of late and being 
helped none by an ordinary pro- 
grammer, Lucky if it struggles 
through to poor $10,000. | 

‘Life Begins’ switched to Davis 
after great week at Stanley and 
likely to give the Smithfield street 
house a new lease on life at $4,000 
while Fulton eases along to medi- 
ocre $3,700 with ‘The Last Mile.’ 
Warner has ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ and title and Lee Tracy, 
who means something here after 
‘Blessed Event,’ are liable to gather 
around $8,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-30-40) 
—‘Life Begins’ (WB). WB picture 
moved here after great week at 
Stanley and bids fair to repeat its 
previous success, on a smaller scale, 
of course. Close to $4,000, excellent, 
indicated. Last week, ‘Okay Amer- 
ica’ (U), around $3,600. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25- 
30-40)—‘Last Mile’ (KBS). Grim 
prison melo well received but doesn’t 
look like popular fare. May get 
$3,700, none too forte. Last week, 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par), about 
$4,000. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Big Broadcast’ (Par). Pre- 
ponderance of air names expected to 
bring in enough listeners-in to ac- 
count for a neat if not gaudy $13,- 
500. Last week ‘Night After Night’ 
(Par) hit a new low at $7,500, in- 
dicating Par may be barking up the 
wrong tree with George Raft. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (WB). Weak 
programmer, added to fact that 
Barthelmess has been light b.o. his 
last couple of pictures, should be 
satisfied if it can struggle along to 
ordinary $10,000. Last week ‘Life 
Begins’ (WB) best in months at 
$19,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Washington Merry - Go - Round’ 
(Col). Synthetic meller has Lee 
Tracy and a good, money title in 
its favor. These items should help 











every indication pointing to an im- 





provement over the season’s start. | 


back until the usual pre-Christmas | 


the film along to close to $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par), 
slightly better than $13,000. 





Boswells, who are New Orleanians, | slump, which is expected in both | and ‘A Successful Calamity’; Uni- 


week 
$8,000, 


helping the wicket. Last 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) drew 
weak for a Lloyd. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) | 
—Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) Even | 
with politics sizzling, this one flop- | 
ping, but $8,000. Last week ‘Crest- | 
wood’ (RKO) upped to $11,000, aided | 
materially by Hobart Boswarth in 
person. 


Tudor (800; 35)—Night After 
Night’ (Par). Should get $2,500, 
fans strong for Raft here. Last 
week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) garnered 
$2,000. | 

St. Charles (2,000; 25)—‘False 


Faces’ opens Friday (28). 


good times and bad. 

Among the standout pictures which 
so far this fall are credited by the- 
atre men with stimulating business 
where they have played are Para- 
mount’s ‘Horse Feathers,’ ‘Love Me | 
Tonight,’ ‘70,000 Witnesses,’ ‘Night | 
of June 13,’ ‘Blonde Venus’ and | 
‘Phantom President’; Metro’s ‘Grand 
Hotel’ and ‘Smilin’ Thru’; Radio's | 
‘Bird of Paradise,’ ‘What Price Hol- 
lywood,’ ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ and | 
‘Bill of Divorcement’; Fox's ‘Con- | 
gorilla’; Warner’ Bros.’ ‘Tiger 


| Shark,’ ‘Life Begins,’ ‘Blessed Event’ 


- 


versal’s ‘Back Street’ and ‘All Amer- 
ican.’ 

While a few of these pictures, 
such as ‘Grand Hotel’ and ‘Bird of 
Paradise’ are 1931-'32 productions, 
they did not go on national release 
until this fall. 

Expectations are high among the 
theatre men as to product due from 
the studios between this date and 
the first of the year. Their hope 
and opinion is that the advance 
screenings they have witnessed will 
do much to stem the pre-holiday 
dip. 





the editorial in the ‘News,’ on its 
initial week ‘Thru’ built itself up 
to a mighty $78,000, going above 
fondest expectations, 

Last week the Paramount slipped 
badly toward the end of the week on 
‘Big Broadcast’ after a strong be- 
ginning, but this week with ‘All 
American’ will do better, at least 
hitting $58,000. ‘Broadcast’ after a 
$30,000 week end last week fell off 
to $51,200, due, according to post- 
mortems, to the fact that nearly all 
the names in picture have played 
the Paramount in person, 

Both the Winter Garden and May- 
fair, each with new pictures, are 
off to good starts. Garden is trying 
for $24,100 on ‘They Call It Sin,’ 
while Mayfair seems to have a bet 
in ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round,’ 
hot just now on the eve of election. 
Picture ought to get around $23,000, 
very nice. 

The Mayfair’s closest neighbor, 
Palace, with $17,000, presaged on 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ and an all- 
circus vaude show, will give RKO 
a good week for both its houses. 

‘Rain’ at the Rivoli, though not 
liked by majority of critics, is prov- 
ing a draw through its title and 
Joan Crawford regardless. Prospects 
are for a $32,000 second week, very 
good, ‘Magic Night’ (UA) next in 
here but no date as yet, ‘Rain’ 
maybe going four weeks. 

At the Rialto ‘Madison Square 
Garden’ is doing a.disappoint. After 
a first week that failed of expecta- 
tions, picture currently will be lucky 
to touch $10,000. Tomorrow 
(Wednesday) ‘The Dark House’ (U) 
follows in. 

‘Six Hours to Live’ at the Roxy 
ought to reach close to $52,000, best 
for this biggest of de luxers since 
it reopened. ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
(U) comes in Friday (28). 

Estimates tor This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (8th 
week). Loew’s is advertising this 
$2 run heavier with Norma Shearer 
also at Cap in ‘Smilin’ Thru.’ 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G) (2nd 
week) and stage show. A powerful 
b. 0. tonic, slated to do $65,000 on its 
holdover, and will stay a third week, 
First week $78,000, with picture hav- 
ing Luilt strongly after opening. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky) (5th week). Still play- 
ing to close to capacity, particu- 
larly evenings, Word of mouth Is 
helping plenty, due to subject mat- 
ter of pict. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Of 
political cycle and warm just now; 
probably $23,000, big. Last week, 
‘Phantom of Crestwcod’ (Radio), 
$14,400, mild. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Bill 
of Divorcement’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Indications are for a $17,000 week, 
okay. ‘Phantom President’ (Par) 
previous week showed its b. 0. 
strength by doing $18,000 with 
Schnozzle Durante’s name on ths 
marquee and Cohan’s relegated. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.19) 
—‘All American’ (U) and = stage 
show. A winner, likely to total $58,- 
060 on its week here. Won't hold- 
over. Guy Lombardo, Rae Sam- 
uels and Ritz Bros. on stage. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) tapered 
off badly to $51,200. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10), 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) (24 
week). Doing around $10,000, poor, 
on its second week. Goes out to 
let ‘Dark House’ (U) in tomorrow 
(Wednesday). First week, $19,300. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10), 
‘Rain’ (UA) (2d week). Crawford 
name and title pulling beyond ex- 
pectations; maybe $32,000 this week. 
Initial seven days, $42,000, excep- 
tionally good. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65), ‘Six 
Hours to Live’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Possibilities are for $52,000, 
okay, with title beiieved luring. 
Last week ‘Thirteen Women’ (Ra- 
dio) disappointed, getting only $39,- 
106. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10), 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) (2d 
week). Holding up weil to a $19,000 
week on its holdover. Picture made 
week to 


grade beautifully initial 
tune of $28,700. 
Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 


94), ‘They Call It Sin’ (WB). Head- 
ing for $24,100, nice. On its fourth 
(final) week ‘Tiger Shark’ con- 
tinued its strength to the last, do- 
ing $17,800. 
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B&K Counts Parcels in Check Room, 
Votes ‘State Street Day a Success; 


Washington, Fred Stone, $25,000 





Chicago, Oct. 24. 

By the number of parcels and 
packages checked in their loop the- 
atres last Friday (21) Balaban and 
Katz voted ‘State Street Day’ a box 
office success. Parcel and package 
census was deemed a reliable in- 
dex to the effectiveness of a joint 
‘-hop and have fun’ tieup between 
theatres and stores. 

RKO on the last day of its shows 
did not share in the increased Fri- 
day biz to the extent of B&K which 
was just starting its new attrac- 
tions. 

‘Big Broadcast,’ at the Chicago, 
seems bound for a better-than-aver- 


age week. Picture required two 
added strips of electricity to get 


all the billing on the marquee. 
‘Rain’ had holdouts at the start 
but slowed down in a_ hurry. 
‘Smiling -Through’ entered the lists 
Saturday at McVicker’s. This is the 
first time this season both extended 
run houses have had flapper at- 
tiactions. 
Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 40-65-83) 
—‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), and stage 
show. Looks for $37,000 or so. Bet- 
ter than recent averages at house. 
Last week ‘Night After Night’ 
(Par) around $30,000, not good. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,284; 40-65- 
75) — ‘Smilin’ Thrw’ (M-G), 
Deemed strong stenog bait. Good 
for $25,000. ‘Grand Hotel’ ended 
with okay $17,400. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-83) 
— ‘Six Hours’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Pat Rooney and Herman Timberg 
getting the publicity. Should peg 
around $19,000.. Last week ‘Madi- 
son Square Garden’ (Par) in the low 
$20,000's. 

Palace (RKO)—‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) and vaude. 
Fred and Dorothy Stone headlining 
und political picture figured to give 
house a sizable $25,000. Last week 
Crestwood’ (Radio) plus ‘Rio Rita,’ 
tab, grabbed $22,000. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-55- 
75)—13 Women’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Beiter quality vaude ought to help 
although price boost will be felt 
first few weeks. HIlas gumshoed the 
tilt. Currently $13,000. Last week 
‘Night Mayor’ (Col) and Weaver 
Bros. $12,200, not hot. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-75) —‘Rain’ (UA). First hold- 
outs seen this season at house on 
start. Slowing down and first week 
ought to touch $20,000, pretty good. 
‘Phantom President’ (Par) ended 
tamely with a $14,200 second week. 


COLUMBUS IS THEATRE 
GA-GA; “JAIL’-0&) 156'S 


Columbus, Oct. 24. 

The kingpin week in the local the- 
atre world for more than a number 
of years is on hand. Everybody is 
tulking and going theatre this week 
and there may be at least one hduse 
manager made more than just happy 
because of record grosses. 

Palace is staging Olsen and John- 
son, who, backed by an all time 
record set last year, are on their 
way to another good figure. 

Next in importance is the opening 
of the Hartman as a film house. The 
town‘s sole legit hasn’t been changed 
much for the cinema premiere, but 
the sound’s good and the film a 
heavy draw, Harry Schwartz having 
booked ‘Strange Interlude’ for his 
opening Wednesday (26). Film is 
in for indefinite stay. 

‘Big Broadcast’ at the Broad looks 
like second money to the Palace, 
with Fairbanks at the Ohio and 
‘Life Begins’ at the Grand all due to 
take more than their average share. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 35-55)— 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio), and Olsen 
and Johnson as the vaude. Head- 
ing for good $15,000, maybe better 
than that. Last week ‘Crestwood’ 
(Radio) and vaude, good enough at 
$11,600. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA), Rather 
questionable due to heavy counter 
play but certain of nice $12,000. 
Last week ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
just short of $13,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
—‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). On the 
way to keen $12,500, plenty heavy. 
Last week ‘Night After Night’ (Par) 
hit the skids after nice opener and 
failed to beat $6,000, plenty slack. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)—‘Life 








Begins’ (FN). Getting by better 
than expected; should hit $6,500. 
Last week ‘Crooner’ (FN) nose- 


dived and failed to better $5,000. 

Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,400; 
55-$1.65)—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G). 
Opening Wednesday (26) at road- 
show prices. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Hell's Highway’ (Radio), good $3,- 
000 in prospect. Last week ‘Okay 
(U) okay $2,300. 





Frisco Rebounds; 
‘Dust’ at $21,000 
And ‘Night’ $20,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 
Closing of the Fox and city wide 
distribution of its average weekly 
intake of $23,000 ought to help the 
current five downtown first runs. 
House’s reopening indefinite with 
Joe Leo returning to Hollywood 
without securing product or follow- 
ing through on plans. These five. 
incidentally, comprise the smallest 
group of first runs in some time, 
but by end of week Orpheum will be 
reopened. 
In the midst of all these shutter- 
ings and reopenings a trio of films 
are mopping up. Warfield is going 
great guns with ‘Night After Night’ 
with Long Tack Sam on stage also 
helping. House’s opening day 
switched to Fridays. 
RKO getting a healthy play at 
Golden Gate on ‘All American’ foot- 
ball picture getting special college 
nights and other build-ups. Gable 
and Harlow—Gale getting big bill- 
ing—doing big for Paramount in 
‘Red Dust?’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—All American (U) and vaude. 
Topical picture with special nightly 
attractions helping to $17,000, best 
in some time. ‘Crestwood’ (Radio) 
a big $15,000 last week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55)—‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Gable and 
Harlow potent at smash $21,000. 
Mats big. ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) did 
one week, but okay at $13,000. 
United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rain’ (UA) (2nd week). Still plenty 
good at $16,000. ‘Exclusive ‘Frisco 
showing.’ 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 
‘Night After Night’ (Par) and stage 
show. Biz swell and {£20,000 great. 





‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) got 15 
days, totaling $37,600, unusually 
zood. 

Warners (1,360; 35-55)—‘Crash’ 


(WB). N.s.g. at $7,000. ‘Cabin in 
Cotton’ (WB) $7,500 last week. 


PAR, SEATTLE’S SOLE 
STAGE SHOW, $13,000 


Seattle, Oct. 24. 

Big exploitation backed opening 
of the Paramount as deluxe FWC 
theatre in northwest, lights going 
on Thursday (20) after darkness 
since April. Frank Newman, Jr., 
is manager. Jules Buffano has 30- 
piece band, Gaylord Carter is or- 
ganist and F-M’s ‘Veils’ is the unit. 
House is naturally cutting in on 
others with ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
billed as world premiere. 

Fifth Avenue has real draw in 
‘Smilin Thru’ while Orpheum shows 
some life for ‘All-American’ with 
dandy collegiate tie-up, this being 
height of local football season, 
Wash-Cal game being held last Sat- 
urday. Liberty went wild in bally 
for ‘The Night Mayor’ and every- 
one thought Seattle had an as- 
sistant for Mayor Dore on the job. 
With such galaxy of attractions and 
extra sales efforts town’s gross total 
just has to climb. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-65), 
‘Six Hours’ (Fox) and unit. Re- 
opening week and first stage show 
in town for two months. On way 
to good $13,000. 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-55), 
‘Smilin Thru’ (M-G). Good for 
$11,500. Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ 
(Par) rather slow for $7,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-50), 
‘All-American’ (U). Football team 
at preview, and lots of bally help- 
ing to nice $5,500. Last week ‘Crest- 
wood’ (Radio) just fair on $4,800. 








Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg), 
(2,000; 10-15-25), ‘Night Mayor’ 


(Col). Back of this one with rous- 
ing campaign, so b. o. looks like 
$6,000, corking, proving that some- 
thing besides westerns go okay at 
this house. Last week ‘Boiling 
Point’ (Allied) and ‘Those We Love’ 
(W-W) split, did dandy $4,700. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (900: 25- 
55), ‘Two Against World’ (WB) 
Flopped badly with $2,500. Last 


week ‘Doctor X’ (WB) mild at $3,- 
700. 





Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-35), ‘Hat 
Check Girl (Fox). New low price 
scale, and Harold Shaffer as man- 
ager; current week $4.000, good. 
Last week ‘The Crash’ (FN), ditto. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25), 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) and ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col), split, for $2,- 
700, not bad considering reduced 
scale to 25c top. Last week ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox) and ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G) not s0 good, 
| $2,600. 


| B’ham Gives ‘Merry Go 


Round’ a Whirl, $6,000 


Birmingham, Oct. 24. 
Hopes of Sunday shows blasted 
this week when Gov. Miller sent the 
| Sunday bill back to the legislature 


'for an amendment calling for a 
referendum in nivcninaiineen Nov. 6. 
Bill comes up Tuesday (25) and 
may be passed as it now stands 


over Gov. Miller’s head. If so next 
Sunday will see shows in Birming- 
ham open for the first time in 15 
years. 

‘Washington Merry Go Round’ 
‘ig Br them this week at Ritz. 
‘Big Broadcast’ at Alabama will get 
2 few of the families that sit by 
a, fe radios night after night and 
| there are plenty of them in Bir- 
mingham that absorb everything 
the radio puts out, seldom deserting 
the music box for a show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Merry 
Go Round’ (Col). Swell stuff com- 
ing right at election time when in- 
terest is keen and following up the 
books on Washington, $6,000. Lag. 
week ‘Crestwood’ (Radio) very good 
at $6,700. 
Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-40) ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). 
Radio names will draw $8,000. Last 
week ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) pack- 
ed them all week for neat $10,500. 
Empire (BTAG) (1,100; 25-40) 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par). 
Boxing story will capture a few 
customers who don’t care for radio 
stars and politics, $3,400. Last week 
‘Blondie of Follies’ (M-G) fair at 


$3,200. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30) 

‘Chandu’ (Fox). Edmund Lowe a 
favorite here and another fair week 
for house, $1,400. Last week Crooner’ 
(FN) fair, $1,300. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25) ‘Di- 
vorce in the Family’ (Par). Better 
than usual, probably based on pull- 
ing power of Nagel, Lois Wilson, 
hometown gal, and Jackie Cooper, 
$900. Last week ‘Girl from Calgary’ 
(Monogram), $800. 


STORMS DENT DENVER; 
‘ALL AMERICAN,’ 1036 


Denver, Oct. 24. 
All first runs, excepting the 
Rialto, looked headed for good 
weeks until the snowstorm and 
blizzard hit Monday morning to 











probably hold figures down. Big 
exploitation campaign on ‘Big 
Broadcast’ started the Denver off 


in great shape and holding up. 


Exploitation among the students 
also boosted ‘All-American’ along 
steadily at the Orpheum. The Para- 
mount is pulling steadily. 

Estimates for This Week 
Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50), ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Good 
$11,500. Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par) rung up a fair $7,900. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600 
25-35-40-50), ‘All-American’ (WU). 
West Masters at the organ. Strong 
at $10,500. Last week ‘Crestwood’ 
(Radio) had some standouts and 
finished with a fine $11,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; /25- 
40), ‘White Zombie’ (UA). Good 
bally; $6,000, oke. Last week ‘Pack 
Up Your Troubles’ (M-G) finished 
$5,600. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40), ‘Okay America’ (U). Four 
days, ‘Night Mayor’ (Col), 4 days. 
Average $2,250. Last week ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ (U) took in $3,000, a fine 
figure for this small house. 


ROOSEVELT IN IND’P’L’S 
HELPS—‘ONE WAY’ 106'S 


Indianapolis, Oct. 24 

With Roosevelt and the state 
teachers’ association in town over 
the weekend, picture biz plucked 
three days of good shekels. 

‘Rain’ at Loew’s Palace is fighting 
for main biz with ‘Big Broadcast’ at 
Circle and ‘Passage’ and WKBF 
radio show at the Indiana. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—Six Hours’ (Fox). Seems 
in, maybe around $3,200. Last week 
‘Crestwood’ (Radio) did a little bet- 
ter than that figure. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50) — ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). 
Expected to end near $9,000, real 
good for this spot. Last week 
‘Crash’ (FN) crashed to $4,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50)—‘Passage’ (WB) and 
WKBF radio stage show. Looks fine 
for $10,000. Last week ‘ Madison 
Square Garden’ (Par) started slow 
but ended around $8,500, good. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Rain’ (UA). Crawford liked 
here plenty; may hit good $7,500. 








Last week ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (MG) 
picked up to $6,000. 
Lyric (Fouth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 


50)—‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Hobart Bosworth is aiding 
the bill materially, which will draw 
around $9,500. Last week ‘Okay 
America’ (U), with Harlan and St. 





John getting plenty of sweet pub- 
/ jicity, ended at $16,000. 


MINN. FILMS DRAW ’EM; 
‘LIFE’ LOOKS TO $14,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 
Begins,’ advertised as ‘for 
adults only,’ is off to just as fast 
a start as ‘Smilin’ Through’ at the 
State last week but doesn’t seem 
likely to hold up as well as the 
Shearer picture. However, the 
Publix house will wind up consid- 
erably in the black. 

‘Rio Rita,’ tab, at the Orpheum, 
is the subject of favorable word-of- 
mouth comment and has ‘13 Women’ 
on the screen. Another loop factor 





‘Life 


is the Laurel-Hardy full lengther. 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles.’ Night 
trade, in particular, is receiving 


stimulus from this offering. 

Inability to come to satisfactory 
terms with the stagehands is de- 
laying the inaugural of Fanchon- 
Marco units at the State. The Pub- 
lix Minnesota and Century remain 
dark with no indication yet that 
either will reopen. 

W. A. Steffes’ new foreign film 
house, the World, a 400-seater mak- 
ing a play for class trade and 
charging 50 and 75 nights, is off to 
a good start with ‘Zwei Herzen.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
State Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘Life 
Begins’ (WB). The limit in daring 
advertising and, for the first time 
at this house, children are barred. 
Matinee trade big so far. Looks 
like $14,000, good. Last week 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) $15,700, 
big. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55), ‘13 
Women’ (Radio) and ‘Rio Rita’ on 
stage. Stage show more of an at- 
traction than _ picture. Audience 
raves for stage end and good $14,- 
000 indicated. Last week ‘Crest- 
wood’ (Radio), $11,000. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), 
‘Troubles’ (M-G). jetting plenty 
of night trade. Should hit a fine 


$6,000, best in some time. Last 
week ‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par) 
$3,600, poor. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,600; 40), 


‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Here for a 
week and a half, ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
having been pulled in mid-week, 
after two weeks at loop Century at 
$1.50 and a week at State at 55c. 
Still a bet and looks gocd for $5,000. 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), half week, 
$1,000, bad. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35), ‘Back 
Street’ (Radio) and ‘Divorce in 
Family’ (M-G), split, with former 
second run and latter first run. 
Ought to top $2,500, pretty good. 
Last week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), 
second loop run, and ‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN), first loop run after local pre- 
miere at nabe house, split, $1,800, 
poor. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Horse- 
feathers’ (Par), ‘White Zombie’ (U) 
and ‘Devil and Deep’ (Par), split, 
second and third loop runs. Maybe 
$900. Light. Last week ‘Rich Al- 
ways With Us’ (FN) and ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ (Radio) second 
loop runs, $1,200, fair. 


K. C. SLOW: ‘FAITHLESS,’ 
$14,000; MAIN ST., 156 


Kansas City, Oct. 24. 

Present week’s grosses will have 
to build materially to keep the 
houses out of the hated red. Final 
cleanup of the Charity drive will 
hurt currently. 

After a headache with ‘Kongo,’ 
the Midland is back into the run- 
ning with ‘Faithless.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25) 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ (FN). 
House not going in for extra dis- 
plays, depending on drop-in trade. 
Holding around $4,000. Last week 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U), ditto. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Good pictures 
draw good crowds and poor ones 
suffer; no in-between. Anticipating 
good business this week. Close to 
$14,000. Last week ‘Kongo’ (M-G), 








$11,000. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
40-50-60) ‘Washington Merry Go 


Round’ (Col) and ‘Irene’ stage show. 
Strong $17,500. Last week ‘Crest- 
wood’ (Radio), and Rosetta Duncan 
added to unit, fair $15,000. 

Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50) ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Shot both 
publicity barrels and seems better 
than anything for several weeks. 
Looks like big $17,000. Last week 
‘Night After Night’ (Par), $11,000. 


Tacoma’s Twins 


Tacoma, Oct. 24. 

Still rolling along with two new 
spots getting top dough. However, 
the Blue Mouse is holding close to 
its past level and ranks as the only 
full week stand in the town. Prices 
are down all around with 40 cents 
the town’s top. 

Rialto registering low money but 
Doug Kimberly, new manager there, 
popular Jocally and in a town of this 
size that means something. House 
putting on pressure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (FWC) (1,400: 
46)—'‘ Movie Crazy’ (Par), and ‘ 
tom President’ (Par), split. 





Phan- 
Looks 





for fair $3,500. Last week ‘Back 


25-35- | 


‘Lifetime’ $17,000, 
With ‘Desert Song’; 
‘6 Hrs.’ 96's, Cincy 





Cincinnati, Oct. 24, 
Regular picture houses doing 
normal business this week, although 


two legit houses are employing their 
screens, the Shubert road-showing 
‘Strange Interlude’ and the Cox us- 
ing a projection machine for first 
time. Latter theatre, supervised by 
the Shuberts, has been rented for a 
brief spell of indie exhibiting, start- 
ing with Greta Garbo in ‘Streets of 
Sorrow’ at 25-40c. grind with sepa- 
rate weeks for men and women pa-« 
tronage. Local girls on stage as 
models with this English-titled for- 
eign product, 

‘Smilin’ Through’ is holding over 
for third week at the Lyric, a rare 
run here. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80), ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ (U) and ‘Desert 
Song,’ F & M tab, on stage. Perry 


Askam big typed for musical which 
is principal draw for a good $17,000. 
Last week ‘By Whose Hand’ (Col.) 
and Thurston, $22,900, big. 

Shubert (2,190; 55-$1.65), ‘Strange 
Interlude’ (M-G). Opened Sunday 
night for fortnight of twice daily 
screenings. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55), 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Harold Lloyd- 
ing to a good $13,500. Last week 
‘Crestwood’ (RKO), $9,200, mild. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-565), 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Holding 
up in third week for a corking $6,- 
500. Last week, $10,700. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55), 
Hours to Live’ (Fox). 
for a very good $9,000. Last week 
‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox), $7,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40), 
‘They Call It Sin’ (WB). Looks 
$6,500, good. Last week ‘Sporting 
Age’ (Col) disappointed with $4,500, 

Grand (RKO) = (1,550; 15-30), 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) and ‘Stranger in 
Town’ (WB), split week. Former 
picture held over from last half 
of last week. Should hit good $2,- 
800. Last week ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
(UA), second run, and ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox), fetched $3,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25), 
‘Fourth Horseman’ (U) and “King 
Murder’ (Majestic), split week. Tom 
Mix pull should be for very good 
$3,000. Last week ‘Avalanche’ (1st 
Div) and ‘Sporting Chance’ (Holly- 
wood), $2.200. 

Ufa. (400; 30-40), ‘Tempest’ (Fore 
eign) and German student singers 
on stage, $1,600, fair. Last week 
‘Two Hearts’ (Foreign), $1,400. 


‘13 WOMEN’ BIG 2305; 
LLOYD NO DRAW, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 24. 

Plenty radio talent in town this 
week. Paul Whiteman at ‘Loew’s 
Met and Donald Novis at the Par. 
Despite rave buildup, Novis is get- 
ting here, business is poor. Feature 
pic is ‘Movie Crazy,’ title billed 
above Harold Lloyd. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—Movie Crazy’ (Par) and stage 
show featuring Donald Novis. The 
air warbler is here for at least four 
weeks. Exploitation has been heavy 
but no attendance to speak of, 
Flo-~ing for weak $32,000. Last 
week, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) a fair 
$38 .200. 

Fox (4,000; 
‘Blame the Wonian’ 
Trixie Friganza on stage. Business 
at $10,000, weak. Last week, ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox), $9,000, no good. 

Met (3,500; 25-35-50-65)—'Robin- 
son Crusoe’ (UA) and vaude. Paul 
Whiteman, Benny Rubin and Doro- 
thy Jordan on stage. Should bring 
in all right $30,000. Last week ‘Smil- 
in’ Thru’ (M-G) did $25,000. 

Albee (3,000; 25-35-50-65)—13 
Women’ (Radio) and vaude. Look- 
ing to fine $23,000. Last week 
‘Crestwood’ (Radio) $19,700, fair. 

Strand (2,500; -25-35-50)—‘Cabin 
in the Cotton’ (FN) should do a fine 
$15,000. Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ 
(FN) a dandy $16,300. 


‘Six 
Indications 





25-35-40-50-65) — 
(Fox) and 








Mayo Directing Doug, Jr. 
Hollywood. Oct. 24. 
Archie Mayo will direct Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., in ‘The Sucker’ for 
Warners, starting Nov. 7. 


—! 





Street’ (U), and ‘Tiger Shark (FN), 
kept nice pace for $3.800. 





Roxy (Jgnsen-von Herberg) (,- 
360; 15-20)—‘Fast Companions’ (U), 
and ‘Those We Loved’ (Ed), split. 
Should do $4,300, good. Last week 
‘Sign of Four’ (W-W), and then 
‘Boiling Point’ (Allied), and ‘Bachee 
lor’s Folly’ (Ed), double bill, $4,700, 
big. 

Blue Mouse (650; 25)—‘One Way 
Passage’ (WB). Mavbe $2,000, slow, 
Last week ‘Two Against World’ 
(WB), $1,950. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col), ‘Okay 
America’ (CU), and ‘Danyerous 
Game’ (Radio), three-way split, for 
$2,000, poor. Last week ‘Crestwood’ 
| (Radio), ‘Downstairs’ (M-G and 
| ‘Hells Highway’ (Radio), for slow 
} $1,800. 
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FOREIGN FILM NEWS 





Rush of Swedish Native-Mades 
Facing Less, Swamping Foreigns 





Stockholm, Oct. 11. 

A remarkable increase in local 
picture production is noted. For- 
eign dialogue in pictures, especially 
German and English, is not objec- 
tionable in this country, but local 
gtuff is more attractive. 

Dubbing into Swedish has failed, 
but most likely due to the fact that 
the one and only dubbed picture 
(An Americcn Tragedy’) released 
go far was unsuitable in other re- 
epects. 

Since Aug. 1, there have been 
premieres of five locally made pro- 
ductions. A great many other 
Swedish pictures are in production 
and a feverish rush is on to raise 
capital for increased home produc- 
tion. About 80 Swedish pictures 
will be produced during the season. 
Of the Swedish pictures released so 
far four have turned out success- 
ful and will show a profit. 

It costs an average of 125,000 
kronor ($22,500) to make a Swedish 
picture including an average of 10 
prints per picture. This amounts 
to something like 3,750,000 kronor 
($675,000) for 30 pictures. The total 
film rentals paid by Swedish ex- 
hibitors to the distributors of Swed- 
ish and foreign pictures are expect- 
ed to amount to some 8,0000,000 
kronor ($1,440,000) this season, so it 
will be seen that Swedish pictures 
will have to take in over half of the 
total income on rentals to cover 
negative cost. 

It is a tough situation for the 
average American or German pic- 
tures, because the Swedish pictures 
take up a tremendous lot of play 
dates. Even if the local producer 
of a Swedish picture should not 
recover enough money to take care 
of production and distribution cost, 
@uch a Swedish picture is very 
easily a success to the exhibitor. 

In other words, the producer may 
lose on this particular picture be- 
cause the country is too small, but 
the exhibitors prefer to play it to an 
American or German picture and so 
long as this situation lasts the local 
production plays havoc with foreign 
pictures. Always excluding the big 
American specials which continue 
to be successful, but they total not 
More than 15 during the season. 

Everybody Loses 

The following is a short resume of 
the Swedish productions released 
Since August 1: 

‘Karlek och Kassabrist’ (‘Love 
and. Cash Deficit’), produced by 
Svensk Filmindustri in their studio 
at Rasunda near Stockholm. A 
small town story of money swindle. 
Two good actors appear in it, Tutta 
Berntzen of revue fame, a ‘find,’ 
and Edwn Adolphson, one of the 
leading stage actors, although he 
has a rather small part here. Played 
six weeks at the Palladium theatre 
in Stockholm. Quite a good pro- 
duction from Swedish viewpoint and 
with Svensk Filmindustri’s_ re- 
sources in theatres it will turn out 
@ success all over the country. 

‘Sten Stenson Sten,’ produced by 
Svensk Filmindustri for an inde- 
pendent company, Ek-Film. An old 
favorite stage play dealing with 
college life in and around the uni- 
versity town of Lund, with Elis 
Ellis in the lead, the same actor 
who 20 years ago was a rave in the 
stage play of the same name. The 
producer must have counted too 
much on Ellis and let the rest go 
by, but 20 years make a lot of 
difference in style of entertainment 
and public fancy. The picture was 
poorly acted with dragging scenes, 
flavorless. Two weeks’ run at the 
Skandia theatre in Stockholm. 

‘Soderkakar’ (meaning ramshackle 
houses in south Stockholm). Pro- 
duced by an independent, Europa 
Film. A story of everyday shanty 
life in Stockholm, but not too local 
to interest the provincial fans. It 
is an amateurish production; it is 
modest and simple and appeals to 
the hearts of the great masses. It 
is not a picture for highbrows but 
contains enough of true Swedish 
ingredients to be a big success here 
and from a box-office viewpoint it 
is easily the most successful Swed- 
ish picture released so far this sea- 
son. The picture contains frag- 
ments of old Swedish tunes to ac- 
cordion and guitar. The two chums 
Played by Gideon Wahlberg and 
Edward Person have become quite 
popular through this picture. The 
latter is of the good old Bunny type. 
This picture is now in its 4th week 
at two medium-sized theatres in 
Stockholm, the Astoria and Plaza, 
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Dutch Censors Approve 
‘Angels’ Cut a Third 


The Hague, Oct. 15. 

Last year ‘Hell’s Angels’ was 
banned by the censors here and since 
then importers have made cuts from 
time to time and after every clip- 
ping presented the subject again for 
a review. Their perseverance is 
rewarded at last. After six revised 
cuttings the film was passed. 

Of the original 9,000 feet only 6,000 
are left. Under influence of Dutch 
Foreign office the scenes which were 
considered anti-German were cut 
out, 

Paramount's ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ has already been submitted 
to Board several times, each time 
toned down a bit, but on last re- 
view censors upheld their first de- 
cision. 


LITERARY GROUP BACKS 
FOREIGN FILMS IN U. S. 


New organization for the buildinz 
up and spreading out of the for- 
eign film field in the United States 
has been formed under the name of 
International Cinema League, and 
offices opened. All the major dis- 
tributors of German and French 
films are included in the member- 
ship, while the list of trustees in- 
cludes Dr. Alvin Johnson, Prof. 
Harry Elmer Barnes, Gilbert Seldes, 
Alexander Bakshy, Marie B. Mac- 
donald and Harry P. Sampers. 

Oorganization claims to be non- 
profit making and intends to aid 
the ‘advancement of-cinema as an 
international art’ by means of sev- 
eral independent and self-sustain- 
ing committees. 

Committee of Industrial Co-op- 
eration is the branch the distrib- 
utors belong to, these already in 
including Protex, Capital, Worid 
Trade and Associated Cinemas. 
Hope is that the Russian, British 
and other language distributors wil! 
join, as also the exhibitors, most of 
the New York foreign film house 
directors having signified willing- 
ness to line up. 

Idea of this committee is to line 
up a list of all possible and avail- 
able product. Compilation and reg- 
ular issuance of complete foreiga 
language film catalogs and main- 
tenance of information service on 
the subject is the general idea, so 
that exhibs in spots outside of New 
York may know what is available 
and won’t have to grope for films 
one at a time. 

Part of this committee’s function, 
it is claimed by the League, will be 
to find a wider range for use of the 
foreign language talkers. Board of 
Education in New York has been 
approached already and is claimed 
to have officially signified willing- 
ness to co-operate. 

Other committees lined up include 
Committee for Public Relations, 
Committee for Use of Foreign Lan- 
guage Films in Education and aa 
Art and Repertory Committee. Lat- 
ter means the formation of a library 
of important films of the past and 
periodic repertory showings under 
the supervision of an advisory 
council of critics. 

Edward B. Ginsburg is the organ- 
izer and active chief of the group. 


Cinema-Cafe Idea 


Belgrade, Oct. 15. 

New cabaret-cinema being built 
here will have 1,600 seats and be 
one of the largest theatres in the 
country. 

Six hundred of the seats will be 
around tables and 1,000 in ordinary 
theatrical allocation. 


Nathan’s Par Post 


John B. Nathan has been named 
general manager of Paramount for 
Central America. 

Harry Novak, whom Nathan re- 
places, remains with Par’s foreign 
services, but with no assignment as 
yet, 

















with extra show Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

‘Broderna Osterman’s Huskars’ 
(‘The Brothers Osterman’s Slavey). 
The first picture produced by a new 
company, Publik Film. The story 


(Continued on page 39) 











Infant Industry 





Stockholm, Oct. 12. 
One of the leading native 
film producers has its studio in 
a former garage. 


Svenska Films, another na- 
tive unit, wants to learn the 
technique of the lap dissolve. 
Has offered an American ex- 
pert a price for the instruction 
It is $350. 











Garbo Balks at 


Stage Play for 
2-Figure Pay 


Stockholm, Oct. 13. 

‘Counsel’s Opinion’ from London 
and ‘The Word’ from the Danish of 
Munk are the new plays for the 
winter of the Komedie. For the first 
time in many seasons Ernst Rolfe 
has had to call off his annual revue 
as he can’t find an angel and his 
last year’s scenery and production 
is still in a barn at the Golf club 
waiting to be claimed. 

It leaked out last week that Bon- 
nier’s, Sweden’s leading publishing 
house, is backing the Gosta Ekman 
four-month season at the Vasa. 
They are plenty sore about the 
losses of ‘The White Horse Inn’ and 
are making him do a revival two 
matinees a week to help recoup the 
sum. He is now reviving “The Merry 
Widow’ and several comedies at 
matinees, with his evening show, 
‘Kanske en Diktare’ breaking even. 
He still wants to do ‘Grand Hotel’ 
with Garbo in the role she played 
on the screen but she doesn’t want 
to play for two figure checks even 
if he is an old friend. 

Pauline Brunius, among those 
who went bankrupt last season, is 
starting a new theatre and has se- 
cured the rights to ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra.’ If she can’t get the 
money the Royal Dramatik is wait- 
ing to buy the rights to the O’Neill 
trilogy from her. 


Russia’s Fabled Robin 
Hood Hero of Rival 
Russ, French Versions 











Moscow, Oct. 9. 

Stenka Razin, fabled peasant 
hero, wiJl be enshrined in an am- 
bitious historical film now under 
production in Leningrad. 

First suggestion for such a pic- 
ture came from a French film com- 
pany which offered to collaborate 
with the Russians. In principle the 
Soviet authorities were agreeable, 
but they turned down the scenario 
submitted from Paris. Negotia- 
tions were then undertaken for a 
revised scenario. 

In the end the international proj- 
ect broke down. The Russians 
thereupon decided to go through 
with the project themselves. It 


‘is understood here that the French 


company likewise decided to do it 
alone. As a result two pictures on 
the colorful career of the brigand- 
revolutionary will be appearing, one 
made in Paris and the other in 
Leningrad. The French version, it 
is said here, will be called ‘Tsar of 
the Volga.’ 

If both pictures eventually ma- 
terialize they will be as thorough- 
ly competitive as possible. Not 
only will they have the same gen- 
eral subject matter but even the 
same language, as the Russians are 
planning a French replica; also 
English and German __ versions. 
Probably Paris will have the ad- 
vantage of exciting material; hav- 
ing no political axes to grind, they 
will use all the exotic side of 
Stenka Razin’s career. Leningrad 
will be obliged to give a Soviet in- 
terpretation of this historical ep- 
isode, but will have the advantage 
of filming realistically on the actual 
site of Razin’s exploits. 

Leningrad picture is being di- 
rected by V. R. Gardin, who some 
years ago directed ‘Tsar and Peas- 
ant.’ 


Amkino Rep on Own 


foman Rebusch has resigned as 
g. m. for Amkino’s New York of- 
fice, 

He will form his own company 
for distribution of foreign films in 
the U. 8S. 








| 
| 
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Russia Building B. 0. Film Names 
At Cost of Proletarian Equality 





4 


Nothing Beyond Megger 
Is Theory in Russia 
Moscow, Oct. 12. 
Feature of the fifteenth anniver- 


sary celebration here on November 
7 will be a water carnival on the 
Moscow river, in which tens of 


thousands of men, women and chil- 
dren will take part. 

The organization and direction of 
the whole carnival has been en- 
trusted by the government to Serge 
Eisenstein, the film impresario. 

It is another example of the Rus- 
sion theory that art and life are 
one and the ~ame; that a picture 





director should also be able to direct 
a practical national holiday. 


GORDON SINCLAIR’S 
12 TRAVELOG SHORTS 


Toronto, Oct. 24. 


Riding the crest of the popularity 
wave after returning from an eight- 
months’ jaunt through India, China 
and the Malay Archipelago, Gordon 
Sinclair’s next venture will be films. 
Rated the highest paid reporter in 
Canada, whose writings are syndi- 
cated from coast-to-coast, the wan- 
dering scribe is Toronto’s white- 
haired boy since his return from the 
Orient. 

Department stores have made 
window-layouts of his baggage and 
portable typewriter with life-size 
cut-outs of the ‘Variety’ mugs 
(Sinclair was ‘Variety’ correspon4d- 
ent here) in sun-helmet, shirt open 
at the throat, riding breeks and 
bandolier. Kid is lecturing to serv- 
ice clubs, doing a radio series of 
travel experiences and has just had 
a book published. 

The ‘Variety’ man will make 12 
travel shorts taking 20% of the 
gross, backed by J. W. Brawnridge, 
another world-wide traveler, who 
took picture equipment along with 
him and still has piles of this stuff 
on hand. Brawnridge was former- 
|ly connected with Educational 
| Films. 











Canadian distribs will handle the 


| 12 shorts. 





‘DENT DUE AS ENVOY 
IN POWERS-BIP ROW, 


London, Oct. 4. 


Basil Dean sailed on the Europa 
Friday (21), for New York. Arthur 
Dent is due to sail sometime this 
week, going via Canada to N. Y. 

Dent is enroute to settle, if pos- 
sible, his tiff with Pat Powers, 
American distributor of BIP films. 
Powers rejected his $50,000 notes to 
BIP on Oct. 1 claiming breach of 
contract with BIP, and Dent, rep- 
resenting the British company, will 
attempt amicable arangment of the 
difficulties while here, 

Dean is coming over to stage a 
legit play ‘Autumn Crocus,’ which 
he produced successfully in London 
and wil now offer to the American 
public. Said also that he has some 
film matters in mfnd, though noth- 
ing definite. 
ing definite. Francis Lederer, who 
played the lead in the London pro- 
duction of ‘Crocus’ will follow Dean 
in a week to handle the same role 
in New York. 





Turkey’s Own Newsreel 
Constantinople, Oct. 10. 


Turkey now has a newsreel! all 
its own. Produced and distributed 
locally, though understood to be, at 
least partially, financed by Ger- 
many. 

Reel {s showing 
and in Istanbul. 


currently here 





Mexico As U. A. Locale 
Mexico City, Oct. 19. 

Possibility of United Artists 
making a talker in Mexico in the 
near future was hinted at in an 
interview given by President Jo- 
seph M. Schenck who is here on 
what he terms a fortnight’s vaca- 
tion. 

Picture’ will 


have a Mexican 





theme, he said. 





Staritis has finally bitten Com- 
munist Russia. Film actors com- 
plained to the government that they 
were being sloughed off in favor of 
montage and the government has 
given in to the extent of promising 
to begin building star dust. 

It's a direct reversal of the pre- 
vious Muscovite theory that actors 
are unimportant elements of film 
work and also doesn’t fit in with the 
Communist theory that all actors 
in a film are equal, no matter how 
big or small their parts. But, ac- 
cording to Amkino, all that will be 
changed now. 

Go Into Huddle 

It seems the film actors and di- 
rectors got together with the film 
executives recently and talked over 
the situation, Actors wept that 
their work was being under-esti- 
mated because the directors were 
more interested in recording camera 
tricks than facial emotion. Direc- 
tors explained that they have 
strained to attain vividness and im- 
préssiveness. Also, they said, they 
tried to find types from the people 
at large rather than from actors. 

Meeting ended by the directors 
being officially chided and told that 
their methods were wrong, the 
execs’ angles being that establish- 
ing face value meant box office 
value plus added draw to the films 
which would thereby ‘educate more 
of the masses.’ 

So from now on, directors are on 
the lookout for special actors who 
will be set aside as ‘performers of 
leading roles.’ These will eventu- 
aby be built up and elevated into 
a’smaller group of stellar names, 
who will be featured above the film 
titles and above the director’s, ex- 
cept in the case of outstanding 
meggers like Eisenstein. 


HOLLYWOOD BRITISHERS 
FOR CANADA CASTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

First of an initial series of six 
pictures to be produced by Common- 
wealth Productions at the new Vic- 
toria, B. C., studio will go into work 
Dec. 15 with a cast from Hollywood. 

Kenneth J. Bishop, who with 
George H. Callaghan, heads the ven- 
ture, is here buying equipment and 
booking players through the Lichtig 
and Englander agency. Cliff Smith 
will be production manager of the 
outfit, which will start with ‘The 
Crimson West,’ by Alec Phillip. 

Films will be released in England 
first and later state righted in the 
U.S. Preference will be given Brit- 
ish citizens in casting the pictures, 
as the Canadian law stipulates that 
75% of the salary for players must 
go to Britishers. 


FANS HOOT FORCED MEX. 
FILMS, EXHIBITORS SAY 


Mexico City, Oct. 19. 

Government’s edict, put into effect 
last year, that all cinemas in Mex- 
ico must exhibit at least two reels 
of Mexican made pictures weekly, 
has created difficulties, several ex- 
hibitors have complained to the au- 
thorities. 

Exhibitors contend that paucity of 
nationally made pictures forces 
them to exhibit films several years 
old and excerpts of ancient pictures, 
circumstance which puts them in 
wrong with their customers who 
greet such exhibitions with whistles 
and Bronx cheers. 

Government's stand on national 
exhibitions law, has prompted some 
enterprises here to get busy turn- 
ing out Mexican short subjects. 
Among these enterprises is the re- 
cently organized Cinemex, estab- 
lished here and backed by local 
capitalists, which anounces that it 
has added an exclusive weekly 
Mexican news reel to its shorts pro- 
gram. 

















SPEAKING OF LOCATIONS 


Berlin, Oct. 13. 





Leni Riefenstahl has returned 
from Greenland, where she was sent 
by Universal to star in ‘SOS Ice- 
berg.’ 

Miss Riefenstahl spent four 
months in the North, and now 
claims the distinction of being the 
only woman ever photographed on 

| floating icebergs. 
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JOAN BENNETT in Wild Giri 
“]T yx Toilet Soap is wonderful for the skin.’’ 








SALLY EILERS in Hat-Check Girl 
*“] use Lux Toilet Soap in caring for my skin.”’ 


CLARA BOW in Call Her Savage 
**T find Lux Toilet Soap excellent 
for the skin. I am among the scores 
of screen and stage stars who use it.’’ 





ELISSA LANDI in Passport te Hell 
**] find Lux Toilet Soap excellent!’’ 


r oasennses TENE, 


MARIAN NIXON in Judéle BOOTS MALLORY in Walking-Down Broadway 
“Like scores of stars, I use Lux Toilet Soap.” and clear!’’ 
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thrill lo their beauily 


These olamorous Fox stars know the 











importance of lovely skin in winning hearts 


“We use Lux Toilet Soap ” they all say 


‘ 


REATHLESSLY, in packed movie houses Lux Toilet Soap! 
from coast to coast, audiences thrill as the “Lux Toilet Soap is excellent for the skin!” they 
close-up brings a star’s beauty near. say. “Weare among the scores of stage and screen 
This is the true test of a screen star’s charm. stars who use it.” 
No slightest blemish can mar the smooth perfec- 
tion of her skin. For the glaring close-up lights 
reveal even the slightest flaw. Of the 694 important actresses in Hollywood, in- 
Confidently all these fascinating [Fox stars cluding all stars, 686 guard complexion beauty 
meet—and pass—this relentless test. Notice how _ this simple, sure way. 
flawlessly ... thrillingly smooth their complexions . Fragrant, white Lux Toilet Soap is the official 
are in the close-up. soap in all the great film studios... and has been 


g out of 10 screen stars use Lux Toilet Soap 


Each and every one of them knows the secret  f0F years. | 
of keeping skin lovely. Each and every one fol- Let this caressing soap guard your skin! Begin 
lows the same method. Regular, faithful care with — using it today. 


NELL O'DAY in Rackety Rav. MIRIAM JORDAN ia Sherlock Holmes _ »MINNA.GOMBELL in Walking Down JANET CHANDLER in Born fo Fight 
“Lux Toilet Soap is so white and fragrant,’” **l am among the many stars who use it.’’ Broadway: ‘‘Lux Toilet Soap is excellent.’’ **I find Lux Toilet Soap wonderful.’’ 





MARION BURNS in Pier 13 JUNE VLASEK in Chands IRENE WARE in Chands GRETA NISSEN in Rackety Rax JOAN GALE — Fos Player 
** Keeps every type of skin smooth.’’ **J, too, use Lux Toilet Soap.”’ **Te’s very good for the skin.” ** Lux Toilet Soap is wonderful.’’ ** Excellent for the skin.” 
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Says “Hollywood 


with a : ae - a . | Reporter”: 
GEORGE RAFT og NC 
‘GEORGE RAFT’ in 


CONSTANCE CUMMINGS SR Pn Niner 


He is THE Picture...With 


WYNNE GIBSON ee ot | | . &. Great Entertainment 


To Back Him Up...And, 


MAE WEST _- > — § the One and Only Mae 


West In Her First Screen 


ALISON SKIPWORTH =— Appearance « . . She's 


: . A Riot .. .-Constance 
Directed by Archie Mayo a : Cummings, At ey Best 


Froma story by Louis Bromfield " : 
, | - 4 - « »~A SWELL PICTURE!” 
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| Talking Shorts 








WINTER GARDEN, N.Y. 


House is reviewed under this 
dept. as it’s Warner’s idea, in the 
framing of this particular layout, 
to ballyhoo its talking shorts’ names 
in competition with the in-person 
talent holding forth on the compe- 


titive Broadway stages. 

While it’s been proved that the 
quality of the picture too often de- 
termines the actual gross, despite 
the lavishness of the supporting 
stage presentations, the WB experi- 
ment works out the other way. 
Those names in the shorts aren't 
sufficient to attract away from what 
is on the boards in the flesh at 
the other houses. 

The Winter Garden has its front 
and ads splashed with the catch- 
phrase, ‘14 Stars.’ Of these, four 
are from the feature, ‘They Call It 
Sin’ (FN)—Young, Brent, Manners, 
Merkel. 

The other names ballyed are Hal 
LeRoy, Mitzi Mayfair, Jay C. Flip- 
pen, the four Lombardo Bros., Aunt 
Jemima, Baby Rose Marie, Howard 
Lanin orchestra, William Hall and 
Johnny Marvin. Also highlighted 
are the names of Chaplin, Dempsey 
and Fairbanks, who appear in an 
oldtime newsreel clip in ‘Out of the 
Past’ (Vitaphone 6909). 

None of these names, outside of 
Chaplin, is a particular wow, but 
in composite it’s rot a bad flash try 
and also okay WB showmanship to 
sell this type of a talking shorts’ 
tayout with a feature of the quality 
of ‘They Call It Sin.’ 

LeRoy-Mayfair’s short, directed 
by Roy Mack, is titled ‘Tip, Tap 
Toe,’ and permits for some fancy 
stepology by the twain in the 
course of the lightweight story 
thread, This short is No. 2 on the 


billing, following Fox Movietone 
News. 
‘Rambling ’Round Radio Row’ 


(Vitaphone 6911), holds the major- 
ity of the billed names. It’s the 
third in the series of the Jerry Wald 
radio newsreels excepting that the 
ex-radio editor of the now defunct 
‘Graphic’ doesn’t even make an ap- 
pearance in the short. Jay C. Flip- 
pen does the m.c.’ing on a beach set 
with several not-so gals in the 
background. They look like local 
beauts picked up by the Flatbush 
Vitaphone studio as a matter of 
convenience, 

The best name in the lineup is 
Guy Lombardo only it shows Guy, 
Victor, Liebert and Carmen Lom- 
bardo—all the brothers are in Guy’s 
band—sans their instruments but 
disporting themselves in Guy’s speed 
boat, Aunt Jemjma does a num- 
ber; Hall and Baby Rose Marie 
double in another; Johnny Marvin 
ukes another and Lanin’s ore ac- 
companies. Just a so-so double- 
reeler. 

‘Out of the Past’ (Vitaphone 6909) 
Is a one-reel novelty comprising 
elips from newsreels of old and in- 
eluding Charlie Chaplin, Doug 
Fairbanks and Jack Dempsey in one 
scene, There are shots of historic 
London and Vienna personalities in 
1910; the 1914 pre-war days, et al. 
It’s a bright single reeler. Leo 
Donnelly delivers Burnet Hershey’s 
dialog; Bert Frank edited. Fea- 
ture follows. 

The WB experiment doesn’t work 
out so well for the primary reason 
that the shorts selected are not 
equal to the responsibility. Let 
this type of show manifest catch- 
ing on and it will probably in- 
spire closer application to shorts’ 
making, with attendant increased 
revenue. Abel. 


‘WHAT PRICE TAXI’ 


Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Loew’s, New York 
Metro 
Slapstick comedy with Clyde 


Cook and Geneva Mitchell, besides 
others. Mostly material for the 
lesser grinds. Uses old-time screen 
laughter methods that are too an- 
cient to take and never hits the 
hilarious stage. 

Has to do with a tough chauffeur 
suspecting his wife and everybody 
she talks to. That’s how two other 
chauffeurs pals get in dutch, by 
simply being caught by the husband 
in accidental tete-a-tetes with the 
wife. Goofy throughout. 

Photography isn’t anything to 
mention, although some trick stuff 
is used. There are times, as when 
the autos crash and the men give 
clase to one another up and down- 
Stairs and over pavements, when 
the sound doesn’t reach the expected 
resonance of such happenings. 

Shan 





‘PHANTOM OF HOLLYWOOD’ 

ravelogue Specialty 
10 Mins. 
Beacon, N. Y. 

Talking Picture Epics 

Novel slant on Hollywood pro- 
viding the historical touch. Old, 
abandoned studios are featured, in- 
cluding a close-up of the Valentino 
dressing room and home. 

After that. views of the new lo- 
cations are incorporated. 

Short is worthwhile entertain- 
ment, Waly. 





‘AVENTURE EN NEW YORK’ 
(‘Adventure in New York’) 
French Dialog Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Fifth Ave. Playhouse, N. Y. 
Pierre Arnaud 

Cute idea here, well worked out, 
and ought to bring in enough francs 
to more than repay the dollars ex- 
pended. It’s a French language 
travelog of New York, a beaut from 
the standpoint of French theatres 


and a find for foreign language 
houses on this side. 
There’s a sort of story running 


through it, which neither helps nor 
hurts. Important are the shots of 
the city. Photography is good, in- 
cluding a few trick camera angles 
and views. Possibly the French 
lecture could be placed with one 
in English, but it would lose a good 
deal that way, the whole thing being 
done from a French standpoint and 
showing the city as a Frenchman 
might see it. Kauf. 


‘THE BIG FLASH’ 
With Harry Langdon P 
Comedy 
21 Mins. ; 
Loew’s New York 
Educational 

Interest in this two-reeler comes 
first from the fact that it brings 
Harry Langilon back to the screen. 
As a panto artist Langdon has few 
superiors. Herein, as in past com- 
edies by Langdon; his biggest mo- 
ments come when he is pantomim- 
ing. 

In that short sequence where 
Langdon finger talks to Vernon 
Dent and prepares to give the cop 
a distracting boot in the pants 
Langdon pulls a hearty laugh. But 
in the slight chatter moments, 
where the dialog he uses comprises 
more than a single exclamatory 
expression, the reaction is not 60 
hot. 

However, the makers of the short 
have done something here that 
bears study. That’s the injection 
of serious dramatic moments by 
fairly able players in a scene with 
a newspaper editor. 

The short, while from a photog- 
raphic and technical angle being 
well made, fails to sustain the full- 
est comedy intent and falls short of 
fulfilling big-time laugh expecta- 
tions. Okay. outside the bigger 
combos and deluxers. Shan, 





‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 

Color Novelty 

10 Mins. , 

Stanley, New York 
Universal 

These John Hix subjects must 
stand comparison with newsreels, 
which do the same kind of screen 
magazin? presentation, but better. 
Hix utilizes an offscreen voice to 
lecture on the _ screen oddities 
shown, but, unfortunately, Hix 
uses color in his novelties, and that 
color makeup is bad. Since his nov- 
elties have no up-to-date impor- 
tance, Hix’ subjects must shy off 
as filler matter only for the minor 
neighbs. 

Curiously enough, every oddity 
presented in the current piece could 
have been better offered without 
color. That includes even the un- 
dersea portion showing living plants 
and insect’s on the ocean’s bottom. 
The undersea shot is the only spot 
where the color fares even fairly 
well. 

Color was n.g. on the Sarah Win- 
chester house. It didn’t enhance the 
picture of Tulane’s one-legged ath- 
lete, nor of the Filipino or some- 
thing who swallows whole eggs, 
shell and all. And it didn’t help 
the colored girl from New Jersey 
who eats, sleeps and sings with 20 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ (Col.) Lot of flag-wav- 
ing and political timeliness the 
chief appeal. Expose of po- 
litical corruption as it couldn't 





possibly exist except in the 
theatre. 

‘They Cam tt Sin’ (FN). 
Lightweight. Loretta Young- 
George Brent are the _ top 
names. Better for the lesser 
grades. 


‘Tangled Destinies* (Mayfair). 
Mystery story of stolen jewels 
and a plane load of passengers 
marooned in the desert. Better 
than the title sounds and all 
right below the top runs. 
~*Six Hours to Live’ (Fox). A 
strong box office title which 
with aggressive sales’ cam- 
paign should bring picture into 
the money. Warner Baxter 
ably heads cast. 

‘Texas Buddies’ (W-W). Bob 
Steele in a light waisted story 
of a returned aviator grafted 
onto the usual horse stuff. Not 
quite up to average, though 
good in spots. 

‘Red Headed Alibi’ (Tower). 
Another indie that flops be- 
cause of story and its treat- 
ment, 

‘Blame the Woman’ (Princi- 
pal). Pritish quota picture with 
Adolphe Menjou and Claude 
Allister as a pair of crooks, 

» Lightweight story and fair pro- 
duction. Can single but will not 
score strongly. 

‘Strange Justice’ (Radio). A 
very weak sister which on 
double bills, its destiny, will 
probably be regarded mostly 
as the second feature. First of 
J. G. Bachmann’s eight for 
Raodio release. 

‘The King Murder’ (Chester- 
field). Okay mystery melier for 
‘Cc’ spots. Suspicions from title 
as being based on nortorious 
Dot King case. Wilil fit any 
double header bill despite un- 
derlying recording faults. 





| 


| 
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Wash. Merry-Go-Round 


Columbia production and release, dire: ted 
by James Cruze. Lee Tracy and Constance 
Cummings featured. Original story by 
Maxwell Anderson and screen adaptation 
by Joe Swirling. Camera, Ira Morgan. 
Technical advisor, Eugene Thackeray. 
Ass’t Director, Sam Nelson. Sound, Lodge 
Cunningham. Film editor, Richard Cahoon. 
At the Mayfair, New York, Oct. 22. Run- 
ning time, 75 minutes. 


Button Winnett Brown........-- Lee Tracy 
Alice Wylie......++++- Constance Cummings 
NortOm...ccccccccccssecsosers Alan Dinehart 
Sen. Wylie.......-. @evceces Walter. Connolly 
Clarence... ..ecesacccrecesess Clarence Muse 





Arthur Vinton 


Beef Brannigan....«.++++++-: 
Kelleher... ere «eeee-- Frank Sheridan 
Conti....++e- eee eoocecee ...Clay Clement 
Martin. ......se0ee8 besseenetes Sam Godfrey 
Willis... cc cccccccccesccves eee Arthur Hoyt 
Beauchard......ssseeseeeee -++».Ernie Woods 





Just at the minute when stage 
and screen is engaged in spoofing 
political hocus-pokus. Columbia 
picks itself a spot to put out a con- 
spicuously sappy dramatic story ap- 
parently dedicated to the principle 
that all politicians are noble states- 
men and their only fault is that 
they are just a lee-dle feeble mind- 
ed and let themselves be hood- 
winked by sinister master mind 
crooks bent on sending the country 
to the dogs for their own fell pur- 
poses. Result is a flag-waving film. 
All of which spells fair returns in 
the shooting galleries that cater to 
the naive. 





pins constantly in her mouth as a 
good luck charm. Shan, 


‘CAMERAING IN BORNEO’ 
Travelog 
14 Mins. 


Loew’s New York 
Talking Pictures 

Skimpy piece of travel photog- 
raphy which won’t compare to stuff 
on the library shelves. It rates only 
as emergency filler for regular thea- 
tres because it fails to fulfill the 
suggestive allure of its title. Usual 
silent subject with offscreen lecture. 

Offscreen explanations are by 
Prof. and Mrs. James Tippy. Noth- 
ing like a professor’s name to give 
a travelog authenticity. As a pho- 
tographic prelude, a couple of 
canoes are glimpsed scraping the 
local water rapids. Water shots 
okay, although the rapids do not 
look as dangerous as the Tippy ex- 
planations sound. Shan, 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Gorges of the Giants’ 


8 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox 
Some of the most vivid and 
impressive flashes of provincial 


China, the thoroughness of which 
has never quite been duplicated on 
film, are included in this Carpet epi- 
sode, which features a trip up the 
Yangtze river. 

Shacks tumbled together on the 





(Continued on page 25) 


It’s astonishing to find the name 
of Maxwell Anderson attached to 
this collection of stagey hoke. An- 
other sort of emotion is aroused to 


see Lee Tracy saddled with a soap- 
box role, that of a well-born young 
man who comes to Washington as a 
Congressman bent upon crusading 
against the super-crooks who run 
the government without the law- 
makers knowing anything about it. 
Congressman Brown half the time 
is an amiable idiot, recalling the 
eminent Bunker Bean in his genius 
for putting his foot init. Just when 
it is too late to redeem the role he 
turns out to be a master strategist, 
turning the tables on the crooks 
who have had him thrown out of 
Congress, and emerging triumphant 
against the public enemy. 

Picture picks its villains with the 
worst possible judgment. Norton is 
the sinister traitor against the Re- 
public, a person in all respects to 
invite your abhorrence and hate. So 
they put the role in the hands of 
Alan Dinehart, who makes himself 
the best-behaved person in the cast 
outwardly, which is the important 
aspect for the screen after all. It 
gets to be rather difficult to identify 
the personable Norton with hostil- 
ity, and it’s equally a task to work 
up patriotic admiration for the 
gabby and altogether irritating 
hero, Brown. 

Theatrical device is unbelievably 
crude in bringing about the flag- 


/ on his uppers. 


| 
| spies in the home of the public = 
| 
} 


| with 
| cide. 


waving climaxes. When it becomes | 
apparent that the new Congressman | 
intends to be a crusader instead of 
a galley slave of the crooked politi- | 
cal overlord, the bosses call for a} 
recount on his vote and throw him 
out of office. One minute, then, we} 
have Rep. Brown out of a job and | 
Two days later (the | 
lapse of time is specific) he has put 


emy, and with their aid he abducts 
the political dictator, carries him to 


Anacostia flats, where the Bonus 
Expeditionary Force is_ holding 
forth, and there so frightens him 


threats that he commits sui- | 
A guy who could pull a fast 


| one like that would never have let 


himself get caught flat footed off 
first base and be counted out. 
That's only one of the crudities, 
however. The whole picture is rid- 
dled with crude development and 
clumsy fiction that wouldn't create 
an illusion in the mind of anybody 
out of the Mother Goose grade. 
Tracy gives the leading role a 
vigor that is its « merit. Con- 
stance Cummings handles her role 
with some grace, and Dinehart plays 
the heavy with a suave ease that! 
defeats the evil intent of the char- 
acter. Walter Connolly appears as 
an aged U. §S. Senator who isn’t 
meant to be comic but is in spite of 
himself. Technical production is 
first-rate. Rush. 


THEY CALL IT SIN 


First National production and release 
featuring Loretta Young, George Brent, 
David Manners, Una Merkel, Helen Vinson 
and Louis Calhern. Directed by Thornton 
Freeland from novel by Alberta Stedman 
Eagan, scenarized by Lillie Hayward and 
Howard Green. Camera, James Van Trees; 












art, Jack Okey; film editor, James Gib- 
bons; gowns, Orry-Kelly. Running time, 
68 minutes at the Winter Garden, N. Y. 

BEOTIOR:. oso 6 sence Coveseeccer Loretta. Young 
er eedadecsdpeors se George Brent 
JimMy ... éscece esecesesesess+- David Manners 
Humphries. ...++.e.e+0++0++++Louis Calhern 
Wem Mevssnseses COveecerccscese Una Merkel 
Mr. Hollister. . seeeeee..J0e@e Cawthorne 
SR ET eee -.-.-Helen Vinson 
Mrs. Hollister. . »++-Nella Walker 
ye er ; +eeee-+Mike Marito 
Timothy Cullen............ Erville Alderson 


a ee Be Elizabeth Patterson 





Warners had to name it ‘They Call 
It Sin’ as a b.o. exigency, counting 
on the sexy title for gate appeal. 
It needs that and whatever names 
the picture holds to bolster a just 
so-so flicker. 

It’s all about the Kansas girl who 
comes to New York to make good 
in the chorus and winds up writing 
songs for the villainous theatrical 
producer who doesn’t intend to do 
right by our Loretta. Against this 


is a triangle situation involving 
David Manners who’s married to 
Helen Vinson, but has a hankering 
for Loretta Young. George Brent is 
in the background to square off the 
triangle into a rectangular mating 
all around for the finale, while Louis 
Calhern, the villain, conveniently 
falls off his penthouse terrace. 


Actually Manners has more to do 
than Brent who shares the more 
prominent 85% display billing with 
Miss Young, but Manners being a 
WB reject now, and Brent still on 
the buildup, latter dodges the 15% 
lettering accorded Manners. 

Helen Vinson’s screen debut is 
not particularly auspicious. The 
legit girl at times doesn’t react at 
her best to the lens. Another, this 
time because of her avoirdupois, whe 
suffers under the camera’s eye now 
is Una Merkel, heretofore a cute 
baggage with her Dixie dialect. 
She’s not as fetching with that ex- 
tra poundage, 

Picture hasn’t cost much to make. 
For the lesser stands, particularly 
when it gets to the nabes, it'll suf- 
fice. Abel. 
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TANGLED DESTINIES 


Like production and Mayfair release. Su- 
pervised by Cliff Broughton. Directed by 
Frank Strayer. Story and continuity, Ed- 
ward T. UWowe Jules Cronjager, camera. 
Byron Robirson, editor. Vernon Keayes, 
asst. dir. Cust: Lloyd Whitlock, Doris Hill, 
Glenn Tryon, Vera Reynolds, Sidney Bra- 
cey, Gene Morgan, Ethel Wales, Sid Say- 
lor, Monae Lindley, Jas. Leong, Wm. Burt 
Henry Hall. Wm. Humphrey. At loew's 
New York theatre. one day, Oct. 18 on a 
double bill. Running time, 58 mins. 

One of those indie productions 


that happened to jell. It is several 
notches back of the big-time stuff 
for the niceties of photography and 
settings, but it has story and acting, 
and the actors make the story in- 
teresting most of the time. In the 
main thread the plot is better than 
some of more ambitious antece- 
dents. Ought to be able to single 
most anywhere below the first runs, 
and will get by. 

After the opening, in which a 
passenger plane makes aé forced 
landing in the fog, the action is 
held to a deserted house in the des- 
ert in which the 10 passengers, the 
two pilots and the horses take ref- 
uge. House is provided with an 
electric plant, which is put in ac- 
tion. Lights go out and one of the 
passengers is plugged. Second pas- 
senger reveals himself as a detective 
who was guarding the dead man, 
carrier of some diamonds. The bag 
is found, but the mystery deepens 
when it is found the gems are paste. 
That starts it all over again, but the 
mystery is finally cleared. 

Apart from the overuse of the de- 
tective to interrogate the others— 
and this forms the bulk of the plot 
movement—the story is well told, 
and the author has partly lifted the 
curse from the detective by getting 
him in a jam with a lawyer passen- 
ger, who is able to do part of this 
work. Intelligence is shown in cast- 
ing suspicion on several without 
seeming to do so, and it will hold 
most audiences guessing clear to 
the finish. Though confined to the 
house, the action is not limited to 
sitting around, and long stretches 
are nicely broken up. 

Ethel Wales is the deus ex ma- 
chinae, a _ spinster who placidly 
knits while the others go crazy. 
Part is not quite in focus, but she 
makes the most of it. Other stand- 
outs are contributed by William 
Humphrey, Sid Saylor and James 
Leong. 

Title is misfeading, suggesting a 
mare conventional story. ‘Destinies’ 
is really good entertainment for 
those who like mysteries. Chic. 


SIX HOURS TO LIVE 


Fox production and release, Directed by 
William Dieterle, with Warner Baxter 
heading cast. From story, ‘Auf Wieder- 
sehen,’ by Gordon Morris and Morton Bar- 
teaux. with adaptation and dialog by Brad- 
ley King. Photography by John Seitz. Re- 
ecrding by Al Von Kirbach. At Roxy, 





N. Y., for week starting Friday, Oct. 21. 
Running time, 78 minutes. 

Paul Onslow....... ereevosnes Warner Baxter 
Valeric von Sturm........ «..-Miriam Jordan 
Karl Krans. .ccccovcsse ooveockase John Boles 
Prof. Otto Bauer....scecsses George Marion 
The “Widow. ..cecceses eeeeees. Beryl Mercer 
The Woman...... 0000 0 eubss bes Irene Ware 
Baron von Sturm...... -++-Halliwell Hobbes 
Pclice Commissioner........ Edwin Maxwell 
oe rer i ee John Davidson 
BVO eon 6 coevcncdoverdvamecs Edward McWade 
POWGD i civscecces wmves® Dewey Robinson 





Looks like a fair money picture, 
likely to do between average and 
good biz. The press book on this one 
features a suggestion that ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ is an arresting picture title 
and asks the showman to try to an- 
swer what he could do with that pe- 
riod of time. This will set his imag- 
ination to work, and, adds the press 
book, this is what should be cap- 
italized in selling the picture. 

That the press book is right there 
can be no question. The theatre 
must sell the title for all it’s worth. 

Recently Fox has been trying 


(Continued on page 54) 








The Woman’s Angle 





for neighborhood matrons who will 


against the arrival of the police to 


the real perpetrator of murder. 


women who would otherwise receive 


false dialog are saved by interesting 
and likeable personalities. 


waning feminine attention. 


pseudo-expose of political graft and 


smarter than ali the diplomats in 





government. 


‘The Phantom of Crestwood’ (RKO-Radio). 


‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox)—The wierd fascination and poignar 
pathy of a reincarnated hero, given six hours 
earthly affairs, develops too late and uncertainly to engross the elderly 


film,, its success will not be motivated by 
garding real-life football heroes are blasted by close-ups on the sereen. 





atified 


Washington, 


Tracy's fearless crusade and are gr 


ested in a lifeless, undramatic disci 


‘Vanity Street’ (Col). A chorus girl saved from starvation and attend- 
ant evils by convenient coincidence and a kind-hearted policeman. 


Paced 
not quibble with the forced situa- 


tions of an unpretentious, agreeably acted melodrama. 





Ricardo Cortez, racing 
prove his innocence by unmasking 


Tense, but mechanically built, suspense 
fails to work up sympathy for its suspects or to inspire general interest 
in an unalluring titled version of a radio serial. 





sym- 
in which to settle his 


it as compelling matinee fare, 





‘They Call It Sin’ (FN)—Big-town life seen through the eyes of a 
country miss who finds true love on Broadway. 


Stereotyped plot and 
backgrounds, fairly smart costumes 


An unimportantly engaging programmer, 





‘All American’ (U)—A football classic enlivened by attractive actors 
who pop up, during the development of gridiron action, to recapture 
Though more amusing than the usual action 


fanettes whose illusions re- 


‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col)—Lee Tracy charging through a 


The ladies approve of Mr. 
to learn that his heroine is 
but they are not inter- 
sure of the hidden machineries of 


trading. 
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GRIPPED AMERICA _ 


eee... ON THE AIR! | 
1... ON THE SCREEN! 


BOSTON ...“’There is a thrill ao minute...a 
gem among mystery films... can truth- 
fully be said that the picture is a super- 
thriller among thrillers’ . . . POST 


MILWAUKEE...’’Tremendously effective . . . 
a story that contains honest to goodness 


suspense ... excellent, high pitched ex- 
citement.. .recommended”... JOURNAL 


SAN FRANCISCO... “Will make the most 
hardened mystery thriller addict grip 
_ the arms of his chair’... NEWS 


ATLANTA ... “Creepy enough to satisfy 
the most rabid of thrill-seekers... differs 
from all others by introducing some- 


thing unusual in solution and the 
motive’... CONSTITUTION 












































NEW YORK... “Here's a spine-chilling 
, mystery ... a Seaeee? acted and neatly 
Hite i directed” .. . MIRROR 


SYRACUSE... “Even if the ending you had 
conceived (in the Radio prize contest) 
isn't like that shown on the screen you'll 
m= have to admit that this a grand one... 
Ea intrigues to the last moment” 


= POST STANDARD 
DETROIT... ‘There is no let-down in the 


tenseness and to those who enjoy first 
rate crime yarns this should prove the 
ultimate’’ . . . FREE PRESS 


PRE-SOLD TO A HUNDRED 
MILLION BY THE GREATEST 
RADIO-MAGAZINE-NEWS- 
PAPER AND EXPLOITATION 
CAMPAIGN EVER PUT BACK 
OF A MOTION PICTURE! 


“THE PHANTO 
OF CREST WOK 





Thrillingly played by an all star cast including : veh 


RICARDO CORTEZ Ok 
KAREN MORLEY Sg 


Anita L ouise, Pauline ee ivan 
Simpson, Aileen Pringle, H. B. Warner, 
Sam Hardy, Mary Duncan, “‘Skeets” 
Gallagher, George E. Stone, Robert Mc 
Wade, Hilda Vaughn, Gavin Gordon 


Directed by J. Walter Ruben. Screen play 
by Bartlett :Cormack. Dovid ©. Seiznick, Executive 
Produter. Merian C. Cooper, Associate Producer 





OADCAST SPECIAl 
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Pavement Rugs Screeno Comes East vas over, and he's wondering if Doubleheader | Pays for the Furnace 
le penny was mistaken for a dime, > — . 
W ashington. ‘Screeno which has been an e nly two asked for the bo nal Along the lines of a good wi Recent installation ot un oil 
Neatest exploication stunt in demic in the middle west, is wo! cxets. and they were given with- | stunt a manager has announcec |” | nee in a n ibe theatre gave the 
eeks pulled by Fox for ‘Robinson | ing te way eastward. Geralé Ge mt auestion | pri: for the best cooking recipes. |™anager the idea of fixing the fur- 
Ww a : i |] . 
Crusoe.’ lagher, for 10 or 12 years a Par: | Has obtained the co-operation of / Mace room up and making it a part 
Bought 100 linoleum rugs at five mount and Publix manager, ga A Cc ib | ' the head of a domestic science de- of his ad\ ertising Boiler room was 
and ten-cent store and stenciled ad] yp his job to buy in on the concer: S$ Vannidals partment on a paper in a nearby {Cleaned and the walls and_ floor 
on face. Mats were .aid at random | and is now in New York with tl Canton, O. | city in return for the advertising | Painted with the coal room fixed up 
; -atie ‘nwdis ar , A 7 > 43 | . ; So . as a game r Ww ing p ¥ 
on _ sidewalks. Crowds carefully device already in some of the Loe A. H. Buehrig, Loew, in connec- | the paper gets. : 7 adel hie eee eeee. nee 
avoided stepping on them, with re-/ Bronx houses. tion with ‘Kongo,’ had five Negroes Small prizes-hung up in each of gv gag PES ES reek 
sult that they were as widely read Screeno used to be called ‘lotto’| garbed as cannibals, each carrying | Several departments as breads, | — hd. pasts ee aroused 
as any outdoor ads yet attempted./jn Sunday school circles. Only] 4 large cardboard letter. Paraded| Cakes, pies, made dishes, ete. eo aiaeen ston ag eee 
stiinnateetine “Kip ; ? a 5 y . — Pe ea peneray pe anager ane lave visite re installation. Man- 
change is accomplished by means ©: | downtown streets. ' Afterwards the manager plans to ager has a: a ape e — 
Real Books a mechanical lantern slide. | The five paraded in single file, the | PUblish them in cheap book form |“ Rap lite oe quip- 
- as the theatre's cook book. Will be |™ents already and has hopes that 
Publix theatres,in * ew England Ge a9 letters spelling, ‘Kongo pe . y «thy, - before the winter is over he ill 
* ; rir! Dopi 0 Dialog sold by the church and other wom- a the dad ac Wi 
are going strong for a boo: give- oping Out Dialog eres en’s aid organizations. House fig-| ve paid for the installation out 
away. All who ask for a card are Something different in the line of Classified Ad ures on getting its bit out of having | °€ his commissions. 
given one with punch spaces to rep- contests is a dialog writing stunt the theatre name constantly before Selling angles are the convenience 





Fri- Strand theatre, Brooklyn, and the 
‘Times Union’ are collaborating on 
a new classified ad stunt which 


and the space gained for other pur- 
poses, Which was one reason why 
pains were taken to make the place 


res -...t su.chase of tickets to the| that is used at the last show 
value of $4. When the card has| gay nights. Somewhere during the 
been fully punched the holder is/pyun of the feature the dialog is 


the eves of the housewife, so each 
; page carries the title. 


permitted to select any $2 book faded out for two or three sveeches. | 5©¢ms intricate, but seems to be Radio Tie-I | look attractive. A neat card on the 
from the catalog of ‘oubleday-| prizes are given those who best | Setting results. ; : adio 11€-in furnace invites the curious to ask 
Doran. — supply the missing lines. But the Paper publishes daily an outtine New Haven. | questions, which is how the man- 
According to information, the| manager quit after a couple of of some player in the current show. To plug ‘Big Broadcast,’ the Par- | cone gets in touch with the pros- 

2 ects. 


the space must be found the letters og A per A, ering PE re ee Hoisted It 

to spell out the name of the star. iehtie arenantat ade bv Ed- 

The outline must be drawn on the| ,.v'3t y tle erecta eset * Couple of weeks ago the Mayfair, 
die Weaver, house organist, who/ x Y., planned a nifty front sign 


books cost the theatre 30c each.| weeks. He found that plenty people 
Makes an _ extremely dignified| .ame to the early show to get a 
premium with an established list] jine on the dialog and then stuck 
value representing 50% of the ticket] around for the second show with- 
cost and yet standing the house | out paying an additional admission. 


~ 





less than 10%. Less effective where Now he fades a scene from the| Paper and these letters ringed.| ¢.jtu-eq film’s songs on his solo|o. «ni , fro 
| there are the current overflow sales, | talking trailer ae fades it at every | Letters are not added, but are to — wennde = 4 | for “Bill of Divorcement.’ Theatre 
a t { ¢ F ‘ ae be picked out from the regular an- program. wall was covered with a background 


of circles in varying shades of blue 
overlapping. Against this the title 
was placed in letters about eight 
feet high, covered with silver flitter, 


but even at that a book’s a book. show, with the payoff tickets 
, h pe: yo nouncements. Then the mask is to 


nee yor that show for the dialog most nearly : . my 
i cetiiine he talk in the} P@ moved and the title of the pic- Presidential Contest 
Beat the Field corresponding to the ta in the! ture similarly ak an Gane a MI eye eg ge a 


‘ashineton. |Teature as shown. Centers interest | |. i : . ; ; ~ ; 
Castes Basson, at Meehan left the| ON a coming attraction instead of | Dit difficult, and might get over | dential campaign with a contest for 


: * lnpeper gp ; . vinnie anges . easier if the necessary letters were |the best letter telling which candi- and lighted at night with two spot- 
Rialto and Keith's holding ae in that he akon caete nbn dow te specially set into the ads. Prizes|qate should be elected and why. Mehts which played up and down 
Latter pair had the town swamped * wayebonl that the projectionist may | 2re $15, $7.50, $2.50 and 50 tickets, | Hold the replies down to 200 words the sign, mov ing through an arc 
with publicity for a couple of foot- ‘ “| Each contestant has to write 50/anq set tne contest to end in time|°f about 20 degrees. 


ball pictures, so Barron pulled the | P@Ss around the tip. words telling why the classified ads}to announce the winner election|, It was three or four days be- 
x fore someone in authority discov- 


football interest his way by inviting ‘ are effective. This makes the judg- | nicht. to help them get away from 
the two outstanding local teams to Tags the News ing easier. the radios oe do ae Ptatee the | cred that the letters were placed so 
be his guests at Loew's. That got Many merchants display the pic- Same paper has a deal with the| winner to be in the house. That low on the sign that the balustrade 


around the marquee hid the letters 
from the Broadway promenaders. 
The letters were shoved up three or 
four feet and gave the desired re- 


the read:rng matter. ; ‘ tures of news events in their win-' Paramount and Strand for tickets} might be construed as a lottery. 
Barron was a gridironer in his dows as an attraction getter, re- | for all members of its kid club who This is.a stunt which can be laid 
eollege days at Georgia Tech, which ceiving a regular service. These | obtain a certtain number of credits | off through various newspapers if 


may account for his pull. generally are pasted directly | through contributions. they are of different. complexions. 
eK aa against the window. — Each paper will advance the argu- sult. Just a case of standing too 
Circulation . Manager in a town where — Line "Em Now ments for the candidate favored | Close to the job to get perspective. 
. : 20 stores make this display has boost th tunt alon In omen 
Most managers contend that the co a 5s a oo? _j|and boos e stun &. 
gverage printed matter above the| Prepared a neat 5x7 sheet which} One of the real Christmas stunts |) -king the awards be careful to A Real Help 
reads ‘For the latest news in mo-! for small towns or neighborhoods is keep away from those who merely 


Universal is touting a 12-page 
hooklet to advertise ‘Once in A Life- 
time.’ Bears the attractive title of 
‘How to Break Into the Movies,’ 


rade of throwaway has a circula- ? : 
on or from ate to five readers| tion see the Pathe News at the|the gift co-operation which starts| 44). this dope or you will have too | 
Paragon theatre. New issues Tues- |] immediately after Thanksgiving and many ties. 


, ¢ : 
ly EE Pec aly cor Mage ote day and Thursday.’ Cost only an|runs until shortly before the holi- 





eva occasional pass and works so well | day. ie : ° 

ent. The ‘ just Sense SO. the | that he is Siacted ain Gate dame i wentite te tie sectink see pire Political Truck but inside it’s a lot of comedy with 
girdelvaned rs piece : If it is cheap frames which can be lettered | moted to donate a prize which is to Detroit. =. of laughs. Gotten up to be 
novel or funny, those who ‘get them | t® Similar effect. be awarded at the theatre on Sam Rubin, of Publix, tied a bally | 80ld cheaply, but still attractive, 

ill show others. The better they ere Christmas Eve. Advantage is that] on ‘Phantom President’ with a night | ®mnd each booklet should have a 
che ae apt they are to be Back to Papers each store makes a window dis-|football game. A large truck was| /arge circulation value, since it will 
O20, SO ee See Fee eee 2? play and announces it as a theatre |decorated similar to political wagons | be shown around. 
shown. Plain printed matter can Before the Mickey Mouse clubs a scheme, which gives the house!with a band, etc. Drove it around One of the neatest producer ac- 
frequently fall below the rate of oi | uumber of theatres tied their kid) pienty of display at a time every-|the stadium playing and placarded |-cessories in a long time, and should 
reader per sheet because some will! clubs to a local newspaper. With! Gone jis watching the windows. | with banners. help to sell the picture. 
not look over it. the development of the new idea Bc PES. ‘ei, 








Not long ago a man brought into| practically all went off the paper Voting Fever ¥ 


a New York subway car one of the| affiliation to play a lone hand. They 
tabloids being thrown out by Para-| figured that the paper was no longer Mason City, Ta. 
mount on ‘Phantom President.’ He] necessary. the Voting fever which prevails over 
read it through and laid it beside Now there seems to be a ten- the country was capitalized by the 
him on the seat. Another man|dency to drift back to the sheets, s : four theatres here, which conducted 


























picked up the sheet because of the! particularly in those spots where a poll among the personnel. 
pictures, read it, 4nd dropped it on| the theatre has dropped the Mouse Phoenix. Floyd Rice. Latter goes to the Made a good story for the theatre. 
the floor. The train cleared at the] title in favor of something not de- Work has started on a new inde-| Capitol, Long Beach. George An- 
mext express stop and a new lot of! pendent upon film bookings. Fig-! pendent theatre for Harold Stetson,| gelich goes to the California, 

: passengers came into the car. One| ured now that the newspaper can’t|formerly with FWC in Tucson.! Bakersfield, replacing Reno Wilk, Col. Boost by F-WC 
man picked the paper off the floor,| hurt any and may help. House will light prior to holidays.| transferred to the Scenic, Whitter. ‘“Los Angeles. 
read it and put it down on the seat. In some instances the hook-up is Harry L. Nace, who operated| Everett Sharp replaces Jack Adams On the theory that the 10 cent 


admission of today is the 50 cent 
admission of tomorrow Robert Col- 
lier, in the Fox West Coast ad 


A fourth man read and replaced it,| merely a report of the club doings | Rickett and Nace houses in Arizona | at the West Coast, San Bernardino. 
and a fifth passenger presently|in the Sunday paper to help circu- | before selling to Publix, now nego- 
folded it up and placed it in his| lation, but in other cases the thea-|tiating with that circuit for houses 





Minneapolis. 





pocket, presumably to take home to|/ tre and paper have an interlocking |in Mesa and Winslow. ete Sranke. REO <Orahoum manual, has done the unusual inso- 
some child. That made five readers| membership with the children en- mate er, transferred to &t ries far as this publication is concerned 
to one sheet—not many of the Par | rolled in both clubs. Generally the Lancaster, Pa. nee eananee of the St . othe eta and included a four page supple- 
tabs got on the subway trains. newspaper defrays the cost of mem- Warner Bros. Theatres, Inc., half ceeded here by Marvin Clark of the Seesaw the Buck Jones 


——— bership cards and helps promote|owners of the old Pennsylvania Omaha Orphevin 
College Ads donations. It’s easier to get a few|railroad station site, bought some ; wae 
as oe ° ‘ hundred lollipops, for example, if| years ago as a parcel for a new 
At this time of year the perennial | there will be a play-up in a news-|theatre which was not constructed, 


question of advertising in the col- , 
= paper. That helps the theatre and] has been notified of the seizure and ’ u : 
lege papers comes up for mana-/the paper figures on selling more proposed sale of the half interest| theatre, Bridgeport, Neb., and re- Warner’s New Books 


gerial action. ‘There was a time Sunday papers. Largely governed|in the tract held by Paul J. Henon,; open. Carl Smith, doorman from Warners’ publicity points to its 
when it was customary to put in an by local conditions, but worth|Jr. and Daniel T. Henon, of the| the Imperial, at Alliance, will man- | new press books, notably the one 


This is an idea which Columbia 
evolved. 








Denver. | 
Fox will install sound in Trail 
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advertising display just to kid the| ouayvine ; - | age. on, ‘Three On A Match,’ which car- 

i student body along. The ad might sealant Petia o +4 pen aha och aniet ae aot Orrin Milburn has bought out his | ries a new idea of the ‘Stunt of the 
do no good, but its absence might P }o nol the Warner interest in the! Partner, V. S. Henan, at Midway | Week.’ Entire staff submits ex- 
harm. : Recalling Clara property theatre, Burlington, Colo. ploitation ideas and the best one 

Fox West Coast recently decided According to Paramount one of . a The Garden at Lusk, Wyo., and} is voted the stunt of the week and 
to use this medium only on stories] its exchanges has sold more than Allentown, Pa. Luna, North Platte, Neb., closed. given lead position, 

which might be regarded as appeal- | $1,000 in rentals on old Clara Bow The New Allen, nabe, closed for ne Each sheet will carry a play up 
ing peculiarly to the student body, | reissues, chiefly to managers who| eight months, reopened under man- Omaha. | for one big idea along with a dozen 
and this seems to be the general| are preparing a_build-up for her agement of John A. Kofler. Managerial shifts place E. A.|or so general ideas for the piciure, 
a precy Ree onthe ad that — return in ‘Call Her Savage.’ eqrenee Lake at World for Publix in place — / 
System permits taking larger spaces Some sections do not respond to E of Arthur Abelson, now at district Wi ’ f 
for pictures which can most prob- |! reissued subjects as well, but if the Mrs. L. M FM g ogy Ry, booking office, Des a Me Geuse For Night Mayor 
ably be sold through the college} Bow picture is to be played it may the management of the Guthrie the- | Bannon, of Grand Island, Neb., in Seattle. 
sheets. be time to start recalling her to atre, Guthrie, Okla., and Ned Pe-| reopened Omaha State, and Lou For ‘Night Mayor’ the Liberty got 

Sichetaltall the patrons, either through the use digo the Roxy at Garber. Golden, of California, at RKO Or- | ace attention on the streets through- 

Carrier Service of old prints or with chat in the| Homer Ellison has leased the|pheum in place of Marvin Park,| out week by having a fast-talking 

When tie Chree- first-class | MOUS Program and the newspapers. | state and Dickinson theatres, Gar- | now at Minneapolis. lad ride about main streets with 
ren =the ree-cent first-class One manager is even planning to| gen City, Kan. liveried chauffeur. 


Postage went on, most of the public]! mare a campaign and then wind up Sas Aamien Auto would stop at street corners, 























utilities went to local distribution . P ep ea e : ea 
for their monthly bills. The 50% | oering — grat gee yo oe Los Angeles. Port Major now in complete oS ere honed: his ye and See 
increase in the postal rates was too | marquee and the pennants out Bernie Kreiselmann, formerly of| charge of film booking department | 5P cla policeman would ask to 
much, ; 7 rae . the Pittsburgh ‘Press,’ succeeds| at F-WC home office. Jessie Pierce, | ™OVe On, but not until the ‘speech 
Only one theatre seems to have Selli he Lauch Wally Schooler in the F-WC pub-| short subject booker for years, is | W4S finished. 
horned in on this situation. The ing the ughs licity-exploitation department home] out. Mary Langley, assistant book- nigel 
manager went to the light and One of those intimate theatres, | office. Schooler is promoted to man-|er, has been transferred to the sta- No Lions 
power and telephone companies and | Where the manager seems to know | agership of the Pasadena, Pasadena. | tistical department. Great Britain, according to cable 
offered to distribute the bills if per- | most of the patrons, sold the Marx denen J. L. Blowitz has been added to | gigpatches, has barred the use of @ 
mitted to insert an announcement| brothers from a new angle for ’ Lynchburg, Va. the staff. Milt Hosfelt continues as | jive lion to advertise a jungle film, 
in each envelope. Understanding | ‘Horse Feathers.’ Liberty theatre, Bedford, has been} Major's chief assistant. Held by authorities that it’s a dere 
was that both sets were to be ready Manager made his chief advertis-|returned to Warners after being - pogation of the British national em- 
at the same time and were to be/| ing point the offer of a ticket to the| operated a year by Merritt Davis New Orleans. blem. 
distributed together. Manager of| next attraction to all who would| of Charlotte, indie. Strand will reopen as soon as This is an about face from the 
the town, which has about 18,000; Say they had not enjoyed 50 good ae ici ¥ trouble with union operators is ad-|reception accorded Metro's Leo a 
population, got the distribution! laughs, but on condition that all Chicago. justed. They are refusing to take |couple of years ago, 
scheme from a mail carrier, and! Who clocked more than 100 haw- George Brown, former RKO pur-|] 4a eut. ieahiaidinates 
ushers do the actual distribution, | haws drop a dime in a box on their | chasing agent here, returns to RKO Reopening of Strand will give N. | Identifications 
the theatre's billing car taking care| Way out, employment in San Diego, Cal. He| © six dow ntown first runs | . P 
of the rural routes. It was intended to be merely a] has left for the Coast. pee | Something new seems to be ‘scene 
Scheme worked so well that when! gag to stress the laugh making ———— ee j ident fir = Worked by a theatre 
the theatre wanted to drop. the plan| qualities of the picture, but the Los Angeles, Victor W. Frank = os — ae lees t iree-ch ange bill. Sunday 
after three months the companies} Manager placed a box in the lobby Latest shift of Fox West Coast] bins’ Ritz here dai aes aa die | oe ee a Ore ee ee 
offered to give the staff a bonus! with a large sign explaining what/| house managers takes Bill Jenne ae gee! meee SOS BPS Up as oe- —— So o ee It s up to the 
equal to one cent a letter. and the|it was for. He was rather sur-|from the Sunkist, Pomona, to the| 't manager of the new ntestants to tell to what picture 
idea was continued ’ orised to find $9.31 when the run Riverside, Riverside, replacing (Continued on pa (Continued on page 35) 
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WARNER BAXTER 


PAUL ONSLOW 


“SIX HOURS TO LIVE” 


FOX FILM 
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WILHELM DIETERLE 


Directed 


“SIX HOURS TO LIVE” 


FOX FILM 





























BRADLEY KING | 


Screen Play 
and 


Dialogue 


“SIX HOURS TO LIVE”. 
FOX FILM 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


Stock had the same 
aspect as recently: Advances were 
aimost without exception in mini- 
mum lots and dec lines in sizeable 
transactions. At 25%, the price level 
at Saturday's close was within a 
fraction of the low on the dip of 
week before last. On the upside 
during the rallies of the llth and 
14th the stock was not a brilliant 
performer, and its defense to the 
subsequent reaction was weak. 

The preferred stock did better, but 
late last week the bonds showed a 
disturbing disposition to give way, 
a tendency. that was explainable on 
nothing in the news and had no 
counterpart elsewhere among the 
allied obligations. Even Paramount 
liens, which for two weeks had been 
laboring under pressure, seemed to 
found a support level around 
2 2 for the 514’s and 24-25 for the 
cider 6's, but the sudden retreat of 
Loew obligations came as a surprise. 
Farlier in the autumn this security 
was in demand nearly 10 
higher. 


eix sessions. 


4 
as a 





points | 


| s 


Retreat of Loew at this time—the | 


middle of the peak season for its 
kbusiness—suggests something spe- 
cial. something aside from general 
market conditions. Loew bonds 
were off more than 4 points net to 
81, lowest price quoted since last 
spring when the panic was on. 

Weakness in bonds is sometimes 
explained as a tactical maneuver to 
draw a short interest into common 
stocks, but this logic does not apply 
to Loew's which is in such a strate- 
gic situation that the bears shun it. 
Reasons are that the floating supply 
is small, majority being tied up in 
a trust. and that its sponsors are 
believed to be too well heeled to be 
vulnerable to a raid. Any bear oper- 
ations against Loew are likely to be 
based on an adverse turn in its af- 
fairs. 

Anyhow, the setback in Loew 
found retiection in weakness in the 
whole amusement group. Paramount 
made a new low since summer at 
5% and Warners at 2 was within an 

‘ghth of its bottom on the fall set- 
back. Par. volume of 45,000 shares 
looked important. Turnover in War- 
ners was moderate. 


Await Steel Dividend 

probable that any public 
in the amusements has 
on the smallest sort of scale. 
There is small doubt that the the- 
atre stocks have lost their follow- 
ing, with standard industrial secur- 
ities offering a vastly larger profit 
cn any market or business recovery. 


It is 
dabbling 
been 


Summary for week ending Saturday, October 22: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





Publie participation in the market 
whole is at a minimum any- 
war and being made smaller by 
market advice to stay out and await 
lower prices all around. 

As far as the election figures as 
a market factor, the situation has 
changed completely. Last summer 
the idea was that an inspired bull 
market would help the Republican 
candidate. The late summer ad- 
vance had no such effect, whether 
it was staged for that purpose or 
not. Now traders are reluctant to 
do anything for fear one or the other | 
of the candidates will spill the 
beans. 

Most important influence on last | 
week's market was the approach of | 
the Steel preferred dividend vote | 





due today (Tues.) Company has 
not made its dividend and would 
have to pay out of surplus. Street | 
affected to believe the $7 rate would | 
be maintained, or at worst cut to 
$5, basing the conviction on the view 
that the big corporation would make 
the hopeful gesture in an effort to 
help sentiment, already fortified by 
seyeral items of good news, prin- 
cipally favorable figures on car 
loadings. Steel company last week 
announced a reduction of $3 a ton 
in steel rails, ffom $43 to $40, in- 
terpreted as a move to encourage 
buying. Cut in formal price level 
is said merely ratifies concessions 
obtainable for a long way back, but 
the Street likes to think that it 
niakes a favorable omen of the di- 
rectors desire to fortify business 
sentiment. 

Until the Steel board acts, how- 
ever, neither market faction cares 
to venture. Bulls tested the market 
ten days ago when a brief run up 
ot prices failed lamentably to stim- 
ulate the long side. There is small 
indication that a material short in- 
terest has been built up on the sub- 
sequent retreat. The chances of fa- 
vorable action by the Steel directors 
would discourage any Major opera- 
tion tor the decline. So the situ- 
ation results for the time being in 
a stalemate. 

Loew’s directors were 
to vote yesterday 
preferred dividend, the action due 
Oct. 17 having been postponed for 
lack of a quorum. Payment of the 
regular $6.50 has not been questioned 
curing the worst of the depression, 
the common stock still being on a 
1egular $3 basis. Probability of 
paying the usual extra (it was $1 
last year and 50 cents before that) 
has not been brought up. Ordinarily 
the extra comes up for a vote dur- 
ing November. 





scheduled 
afternoon on the 





c— —1932----~+ Net chg. 
High. Lew. Sales, Issue and rate, High Low Last. for wk. 
3% - sabia < American Seat....... os bho eee ne 1% bid 
544 600 Consol. Film..... occcceveccccoce 3h 3 3 =~ % 
14% ai 700 Columbia P.- V0. .ciccvcccccvccloe: 10% OG 10% +% 
11% 2% 2,000 Consol. Film DEG... cveveccceccoce 85. Ts s 
orm 35% 13,100 Eastman Kodak (3).....ecceccee 54% 49% 419% —3 
VM 1 4,200 Fox, Class A....... ceccececsoece 3% 2% 255 ~— % 
26, Sie 59,300 Gen. Elec.  (400.)scccscsccccscedse 14% 14% —1% 
80 7 e-+++ Keith pfd +eeee eee eee Eeeee ** * 20 bid 
37% 13% ee wera eccccccccces § 20% 254 25 1% 
80 39 400 Do pref. (6%)........ ecvccocee 78% 76% 78 +2% 
4, 2% 100 Madison Sq. Garden...ccecccees 24s “% 2% 
22% 14 100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89). .cscccceee 19% 19% 19% —% 
15 is. creas Orpheum pfld....ccecce Secceeeeee ee 5% bid 
114 1% 45,000 Paramount ..... obese sseccqnin 4% "3% 3% —% 
14, % 500 Pathe PEARED. +2 0000 + +0 0denes % % % 
5, 1% 400 Pathe, Clase Av cccccccecccesece 2% 2Y 2 — % 
134, 2h 68,800 tadio COrP. coccoccccvevesesccoses 8 6% 7 = 54 
™ 1% 2,800 RKO ..... TTT eee ee 4% 3% 3% —% 
1% 1% 100 Shubert ...... + ee ecccosoesces % Me % 
50 23 i0 Universal pref. *®). see eeeeereores 35 35 35 +3 
4h, ly 14,150 Warner Eros...... ces cceoeccsece 2% 2 2% —% 
20 o.7- >) enous Be  . sinevecee ecceresccssces = 5 5 bid 
43% 155% 76,300 Westinghouse ....... cespcccccce 20% 25 25% —355 
CURB 
2 day Bee. Gulia BIG. 6 iin ic hecesisves oO, D5 Wy —1% 
1% ly oy el” UR ers ee e XK, lL, % 
2h. 1, ie. Gem, Bhen, © wOb.rcccrocce oe % % Me + ds 
43, my 90 Technicolor me ecesccocee 3% 3% 3% 
3% Ms 60646. SERUM “RAM e< vv daveesd ous eoreese ° ee . . 
BONDS 
7% 1 $19,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40....cccccccce 4 3% ‘ —%] 
63 24 4,000 Keith G's, °46. .cccccccocesoceces: 41 41 41 | 
») 64 13,000 Loew 6's, "AL. cecccccccccccoccos§ 685 81% Sl ix —A44; 
BL, 49 Bae Pathe T'S “Wess cece: a's secceees G5 65% 6% 
HO, 13 8,000 Par-Fam-Lasky —* "ET. cccccee § = 25 2: 24 +% 
nS 10! 57,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, ’59.... coccccecce 24% 21 21 — %| 
1a | ee RKO debs 6's.......- o cccccocce ; . - 

6 1% 2,000 Shubert ©... .cccrvece cceesceces 2% 2 2 — \% 
40 2% 16,000 Warner Bros, 6's, '39....ccccecsese 24% 24 24 — %& 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 

Bid. Asked. 
1 2 eseve BORY, Class A GB... theses . « ~ 
__ oe: Thr. cfs. sold $1,000 @ 3%, off %. 








Millard’s Semi-Sex Film 


With % for Actors 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
S. S. Millard is shoe-stringing a 
semi-sex film, ‘Innocent,’ at Tec-Art. 
Producer is promoting the troupe to 

come in on salary and percentage 
Jack Townley, on layoff from Ed- 
ucational’s writing staff, is sched- 
uled to start megging this week. 
Company is called Forum Pictures. 


ST. CHARLES, N. 0., REOPENS 


New Orleans, Oct. 24. 
St. Charles theatre opens this 
week with pictures. Playhouse, 
which was the old Orpheum, has a 


pop scale of 25c. top for first runs. 
Being operated by New Orleans city 
finance commissioner, Miles Pratt, 
for the Pratt estate. 

Theatre has been closed for 
from Publix. 


Saenger by 


years | 
| 
and is one of the houses taken over | T 


More ‘Goonas’ 


Mr. and Mrs. Armand Denis, pro- 
ducers of ‘Goona Goona,’ are plan- 
ning a second picture to be made 
in French Indo-China. 

First was made in Bali and sold 
to First Division, with which a deal 
will probably be made on the fol- 








' 
low-up. 
| ~ Suds 
| 
| Richard Seoniiens a. Berinstein, | 
| $3,718. } 
Kingston Kitz Theatre Corp.; RKO | 
District Corp.; $85. 
Vv. TT. Amusement Corp.; United | 
| Artists Corp. $415 | 
| Charles v. Dery and Dery Theatre 
| Corp.; National The Supply Corp.; | 
|} $1,428. | 
| Popular Civic Opera Co. of N. Y., Inc.; 
Thomas Walker and Maurice Frank: | 
j Lions Club of Whit Plains, N. Y.:! 
| $2,238 
. + Winter Garden Co., Ine.; 
5 Brennan, Commissioner; $265 
Keinald Werrenrath; Marine Midland 
| Tr Co of New Yor! , trustee, $7 084. 


"HAM WAITS S ON SUNDAYS | 


Gov. Delays Signing salen itabanen Biti— 
Houses Were Ready Oct. 23 





Birminghaaa, Oct. 24 
3irmingham theatres did not open 

yesterday (Sunday), as was hope 
because Gov. Miller couldn’t she 


}up his mind about the Goodwyn bill 


which has passed the Legislature 
and did not signature the paper. In- 
stead, he sent the bill back to the 
Legislature and told them he wa: 
in favor of an election to be he'd 


in Birmingham, Nov. 8, to decid 
whether the people actually wanted 
| Sunday shows. Ministerial protests 
believed the reason, Petitions bear- 
ing more than 15,000 names sent to 
Montgomery favoring Sunday shows 

The bill is aimed particularly at 
Birmingham and legalizes Sunday 
shows in towns of 60,000 or morc 
population throughout the state 
Montgomery and Mobile already 
have Sunday 
legally. 

The house wil not be able to re- 
consider the bill until tomorrow | 
(Tuesday). If the Senate and House 
do not agree to the referendum in 
Birmingham, it will be the same as 
overriding a veto and the bill will 
become a law. 


Glasmon’s Sec’y, Not 





shows although not | 


| of the treasurer’s department. 


Mrs. Glasmon, Divorced | 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

In Coast News from the Dailies, 
issue of Oct. 11, ‘Variety’ printed 
that Marcelle Gray, screen actress, 
was awarded a divorce from Kubcc 
Glasmon, writer, in the Los Angeles 
Superior court. 

Glasmon was not the defendant in 
this case. 
from John B. Gray by Miss Gray 
who, at that time, was secretary to 
Glasmon at Radio studios. 

The Grays were married aboui 
one year, the divorce being granted 
on grounds of cruelty. 


Studio Placements 


Babe Dickinson, Gloria 
White and Dorothy Jean Hamilton 
for Jay Hays juve shorts. 

Henry Armetta, instead of Vince 
Barnett, for ‘Rasputin,’ Metro. Bar- 
nett busy in ‘Flesh.’ 

Veree Teasdale, 
‘Happy Dollars,’ U, 

Noel Madison, Pat Harmon, 
‘Laughter in Hell,’ U. 

Norman McLeod, direction 
Company,’ Par. 

Joyce Compton, Lucien Littlefield, 








David Landau, 


‘Good 


Robert Burns, Edward Le Saint, ‘If 
I had a Million,’ Par. 
Wallace Smith, adaptation ‘Fly 


On,’ from John Monk Saunders’ 
original, Par. 

Lila Lee, ‘Officer 13," George Mel- 
ford to direct, Allied. 

Wladek Zybyszko, ‘Uptown New 


York,’ KBS 
‘Lawyer Man,’ 


Ruth Donnelly, 
Sheehan, Gavin Gordon, 


Warners. 
John 
McWade, Emma Dunn, 


Robert 


Claire Dodd, Allan Jenks, ‘The 
Inside,” Warners. 
Tosha Mori, Harold Huber, 


‘Blondie Johnson,’ Warners. 
Esther Muir, ‘That’s § Africa,’ 
Wheeler and Woolsey, Columbia. 
George Davis, Leland Hodgson, 
Robert Homans, Jack Kennedy, 
‘Under Cover Man,’ Par. 


Incorporations 


New York 
. Albany, N. Y., Oct. 
Capitol Recreation, Inc., Manhattan, 
theatres, emusement parks, $10,000. 
Mayer Pictures, Inc., New York, 


24. 


the- 


atrical, 9,000 shares—2,00@ preferred 
$100—7,900 common $10. 

Mawin Productions, Ine., Manhattan, 
theatrical, $60,000. 


Goodluck Amusement Corp., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical, 10 shares no par. 

India Pavilion Corp., New York, 
erate theatres, restaurants, $150,000. 

Realart Pictures Corp., Manhattan, 
picture business, $20,000. 

Coronati Operating Corp., New York, 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 

The Immoral Corp., Manhattan, 
atrical, 20@ shares no par. 

Schaffer Recreation, Inc., New York, 
amusements, entertainment, 
200 shares no yey 


op- 


the- 


New York Circus Side Show, Inc., 
Kings, realty, operate amusement places 
all kinds, $1,090. 

California 
Sacramento, Oct. 24. 


Far West Exchanges, Inc, Capital, 190 
shares, no par. Bernard D. 
phine Triplett, Kathryne Palmer. 

Republic Studios, Ine. Capital, 1,000 
shares, no par. Alfred T Manon, John 
Boyce-Smith, — a Richard 
J. Pearl, Lester Tra 

Theatre Building Holding Corp. 
tal, 100 shares, no par R, G. 
M. Roe, Perry Price. 

Wm. 
500 shares, no par. 
Louis K. Guidice, Marie 

Down Town Theatres, 
190 shares, no par. 
Albert \V. Lesds, Morton Garbus 
B. Bertero, Louis Rantz. 

Third and Fairfax Arena. Capitai 
00 shares, no par, Morris EB. Conhr 
Carroll Whiteley, R. Ia Kellner. 

bell Camera Corp., certificate of di 


Capi 
Soabel 


William Berke 
lL. Guidice. 
Ine. 


John 


The divorce was obtained | 


| 


| 
} 





| has taken under 


VARIE a. 


450 Indie Boston Houses Go MPTOA, 





Who’s Who 
Los Angeles, Oct. 24: 
Fox-West Coast ad manual 
refers to ‘Rain’ as ‘the famous 
Eugene O'Neil drama of the 
South Seas.’ 
And then there’s W. Somer- 
set Maugham 's well-known 
play, ‘Strange Inter? de.’ 











Skouras’ 3 Denver Days 


Denver, Oct. 24. 
Charles P. Skouras was here last 
week attending the convention of 
| Fox West Coast managers and dis- 
| trict officials of the Rocky Mountain 
| division. 


Convention lasted three days, due 
to the Skouras party being a day 
late. With Skouras were Andy 
{Xrappman, secretary, Jack Sulli- 


and Robert Frenzel 
They 
immediately 


van, film buyer, 


left for Los Angeles 
after the meeting. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Charles Skouras returned here 
Sunday night (23) from 10-day trip 
as far east as Denver. 

Accompanying him was Arch 
Bowles, San Francisco division man- 
ager, to arrange booking schedule 
on account of closing of Frisco Fox. 





Under Advisement 


Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 
Judge Nordby, in Federal Court, 
advisement a mo- 


/tion for a temporary restraining 


|order to prohibit 


| 


Ann | 





restaurants, | 


Lane, Jose- 


Berke Productions. Capital, 2.- | 


Capital, | 
Jules C. Goldstone, | 


lution, j 


film distributors 
here from continuing to carry out 
the terms of a zoning agreement 
and allegedly favoring Publix the- 
atres. 

Action brought by W. A. Steffes, 
Allied States’ president and _ indie, 
as a test case to determine the va- 
lidity of zoning. Abram Myers, 
counsel for Allied, came here to 
argue the temporary injunction mo- 
tion for Steffes, while Pierce Butler, 
Jr., son of one of the U. S. Supreme 
Court judges, among the counsel 
appearing for the distributors. 





WRIGHT ON TARZAN SERIAL 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

William Lord Wright has been 
engaged by Sol Lesser as produc- 
tion manager for the 12-episode 
Tarzan serial, to be made for Prin- 
cipal Pictures. 

Wright will also aid in the script 
preparation, 





And Texas Also Expected to Jom 


Along with the formal] enrollment 


oi the Boston state unit, composed of 


about 450 theatres, and one of the 


strongest indies in 
the U. S., 


atre Owners 


aggregations of 


the Motion Picture The- 


of America expects 


the 
This 
will mean that within six months 
two of the bigger state units of 
Allied Exhibitors will have swung 
over to the rival national organi- 
zation. Last summer Wisconsin 
quit Allied for the MPTOA. 

M. A. Lightman, president of the 
MPTOA, plans to take advantage 
the record membership by mak- 
ing the organization financially in- 
dependent. 

Where state 
of $100 a year, 


within a month to announce 


addition of Texas to its ranks. 


ol 


units now pay dues 
Lightman will short- 
ly endeavor to have these increased 
to $150. With the extra $50 Light- 
man believes the MPTOA would not 
be dependent upon affiliated theatre 
dues as has been the case for the 
past five years. 





Authoress Will Do Own 
Treatment on Her Yarn 


Mildred Cram, formerly on the 
Metro writer list,.is going back to 
that studio to do the treatment on 
‘Our Moral Standards,’ novel by 
Miss Cram and Maurice Revynes 
which M-G has purchased, 

Under the contract with Miss 
Cram, Metro reserves the option to 
also have Miss Cram do the contin- 
uity and dialog on picture. ; 





MORGAN’S 2D FOR M-G 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Ralph Morgan, on loan from Fox 
to play the ‘Czar’ in ‘Rasputin,’ will 
go into ‘Son Daughter’ at M-G be- 
fore returning to his home lot. 
Morgan has been on the Culver 
City let for two months. 





DUNN’S U ORIGINAL 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Universal has taken an option on 
‘Round Up,’ an original story by 
Phillip Dunn. 
Dunn also wrote ‘Pier 13,’ an orig- 
inal for Fox. 





Mank’s Vacash 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Joe Mankiewicz leaves tomorrow 
(25) for New York on a two weeks’ 
vacation, returning to work on the 
adaptation of ‘College Humor,’ with 
Claude Binyon for Paramount. 
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CHOICE OFFICE SPACE 
IN TIMES SQUARE DISTRICT 
AT “SUBLET” PRICES! 


. 
BOND BUILDING 


1560 Broadway (at 46th St.) 


PALACE THEATRE BUILDING 


= 1564 Broadway 


PATHE BUILDING 


35 West 45th Street - 


Offices of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corporation will move to 
the new RKO Building in Rockefeller Center about December 
Ist...We can therefore offer desirable office space in the 
cbove buildings to theatrical, 
ganizations at genuine bargain rentals...Entire floors avail- 
. Also sub-divisions, large and small... Some offices 
handsomely decorated... Tenants may purchase floor cover- 
ings, drapes and special fixtures at a fraction of their cost... 
Any reliable firm whose lease expires up to May Ist, 1933, will 
be wise to look into this outstanding rental opportunity now... 
Possession in all three buildings on or about December Ist. 


Apply: 
RAD!IO-KEITH-ORPHEUM CORPORATION, New York 


Rea! Estate Department, 35 West 45th Street 
Telephone BRyant 9-6700 








motion picture and other or- 
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F.& M. DE LUXE 
SHOW TOPS ITS 





PREDECESSOR 





Newspapers, managers 
and public join the raves. 


Other F. & M. 
deluxe attractions 


reaping the raves— - 


Liegfeld’s 


SALLY 


starring Mary Eaton with 
T. Roy Barnes, Jack Waldron, 
Hal Young, Miss Harziett. 


with Kathryn Crawford, Bobby 
Watson, George Dobbs. 


TED LEWIS 


and his F. & M. Jubilee Show. 


& 
Liegfeld’s 


WHOOPEE 


Personally supervised by Eddie 
Cantor, with a 5-star cast in- 
cluding Buddy Doyle, Bobbe 


Arnst, Jack Rutherford, Jane 
*Lee (of Jane and Katherine Lee) 


and Pietro Gentili. 





Read what Kansas City said about 


FOLLOW THRU 


KANSAS CITY STAR:“This produc- 
tion probably has more entertainment 
than ‘Rio Rita’ and ‘Desert Song’. ‘Follow 
Thru’ at the Mainstreet best bill so far.” 


KANSAS CITY JOURNAL-POST: 
“As far as tunefulness, importance of 
principals and general merriment is con- 


cerned, this show excells ‘Desert Song’ 
- and ‘Rio Rita’.” 


—and “Desert Song” was hitherto 
K. C.’s biggest smash hit this year. 





These rave reviews 
mean rave grosses i 


FANCHON & MARCO, Inc. 


HOLLYWOOD e¢ SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SEATTLE ¢ MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 
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RACKETY RAX WHACKS 
BALTO OPPOSITION 


Biggest week-end in months at New 
Theatre, Baltimore, rewards Manager 
Morrts Mechanic’s showmanship 


Big-name stage acts and star-studded pictures 
as opposition didn’t mean a thing to Manager 
Mechanic,’ He had “Rackety Rax’—and how 





LAST TIMES T 
WARNER 6 BAXTER 


ate eer he advanced it! Result: biggest week-end in 


Starting Tomorrow 


months...biggest belly-laughs .in years...best re- 
views since he can remember. It’s a cinch to 


hijack the opposition’s gate with this one. 


ANYWHERE 





1-column ad full 
depth by 
am) BPA a Theat VICTOR McLAGLEN 
? BRE GRETA NISSEN *  NELL O'DAY. - 
Arthur Pierson Allan Dinehart 





Jedbee 


ae € a 
Pp x The Big Belly Laugh of the Season! 
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HERE’S Madge 
HE DID: 


FOUR day advance news- 
paper campaign. 

* 
USED Fox marquee stream- 
ers in inner lobby for ad- 


vance. ..under the marquee 
for current flash. 


MARQUEE streamers in 
all vacant stores . .-. poster 
cutouts in vacant stores on 


¢ 


BIG banner flash across one 
of the main streets. 


‘CONTEST in Baltimore 


Post—“My Funniest Ex- 


” 


perience. - 
ARRANGED College 
Nights with eight of the 
local colleges, 

* 


RANspecial ads in the eight 
colleges’ magazines—drawn 
by the school cartoonists. 

PY 
TIED up with college 
papers—“Funniest Sight I 
Saw at a Football Game.” 

* 
DISTRIBUTED heralds 
to local colleges and prep 
schools. 

© 
RAN special 20-line ads on 
néwspapet sport pages on 
opening a : 


WROTE ee letter 
to guests arriving at hotels 
poosting the picture’s belly 
laughs. a 


WENT after the business 


@ —and GOT IT! 


WATCH FOX THIS YEAR@=It’s the fashion! 
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GREAT NEWS! 


Clark Gable—Jean Harlow in “RED DUST” opens simultaneous engage- 
ments in Los Angeles and Hollywood to lines-around-the-corner business. 
We told you to ‘Watch our Red Dust’! It’s sensational! 


GREAT NEWS! 


i Imagine! It has happened only twice before ia the history of New York’s 
. | big Capitol Theatre. Held Over THIRD. WEEK! Norma Shearer in 
| “SMILIN’ THROUGH,” the year’s beloved romance, the box-office joy of 


\ 





the hour everywhere! 


GREAT NEWS! , 


“GRAND HOTEL” the miracle picture of all time. It is the tonic that pic- 
ture business dreamed of! It is rewiving the theatre-going habit. Ask the 
man who plays “Grand Hotel!” 


GREAT NEWS! 


“PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES”—Laurel-Hardy’s 6-reel screamie contin- 
ues to pack theatres from Coast to Coast! Beating “‘Pa¥don Us!” 


a GREAT NEWS! 


5 Norma Shearer—Clark Gable in “STRANGE INTERLUDE” confirms belief 
of M-G-M that the public wants something New! In its first $1.50 Road- 
Show engagements it’s a clean-up! 3rd big week in Boston! Swell in Wash- 
ington! 3rd triumphant week in Cleveland! Buffalo’s first week big! Detroit, 
Cincinnati, Providence off to brilliant start. 


GREAT NEWS! 


Eyes of the industry are on M-G-M’s California Studio! Dressler-Moran in 
¥ -ROSPERITY” will positively dwarf their past successes. Johnny Weiss- 
gnuller ‘at“work in “TARZAN AND HIS MATE.” Wallace Beery as a 
wrestler in “FLESH” looks like another “Champ.” Just started “REUNION 
IN VIENNA”— something to bank on! Dressler and Beery soon to start 
“TUGBOAT ANNIE”—another “Emma”! Helen Hayes—Ramon Novarro 
in “SON-DAUGHTER”! Bob Montgomery, Huston, Durante in “PIG 


BOATS”, submarine romance that tops “Shipmates” for thrills! It’s a pleasure! 
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TEC-ART REORGANIZES 
~ AS REPUBLIC STUDIOS 
satan 


° Hollywood, Oct. 24, 
Yn & reorganization of the Tec- 
Art rental studio, the lot has 
emerged as Republic Studios, Inc., 
with blue prints calling for another 
sound stage and a $100,000 revamp- 
ng. 
. Omeere are Al Mannon, president; 
J. Boyce-Smith, vice-president and 
treasurer, and Richard Pearl, sec- 
ond vice-president. Motion Picture 
Investment Corp., Ltd., organized to 
finance indies, preferably on the 
Republic lot, is not tied in financial- 
ly with the studio but its directors 
will serve on the Republic board. 


Frisco Orph Reopens 
San Francisco, Oct. 24. 

_RKO reopens the Orpheum Wed- 
nesday (26) on a straight picture 
policy, with orchestra, at 50 cents 
top. J. J. Franklin's negotiations 
with musicians’ union were closed 
last week. House will have stringed 
orchestra of 10, Uzia Bermani con- 
ducting. 

Managerial and publicity staff of 
RKO’s Golden Gate will supervise 
the Orph. 

Union negotiations call for 10 men 
at the Orph and, if desired, less than 
the present 16 in Horace Heidt’s 
band at the Gate. No charges for 
tuxedos, lessening of double 
charges, and return of Gate’s or- 
ganist to scale included in the 
agreement, 

















WM. THORNER 


Vocal Instructor of 


ROSA PONSELLE 
GALLI CURCI 
AL JOLSON 


and Many Others 
Returned to New York After a & 


Year Survey of Picture Making in 
Hollywood Will Specialize in 


VOICE CULTURE for 
PICTURES 
RADIO 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


An WUxperience of Many Years in 


These Fields Enables Mr. Thorner 
to Offer 


VOICE CULTURE 


Especially Adapted to 
ese Professions 


WM. THORNER 


605 Carnegie Hall, New York 
By Appointment Only 
Tel. Col. 5-0706 














GAUTSCHI and SONNEN 


NOW DOING THEIR 
UNRIVALED APACHE DANCE 


AT THE 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
PARIS 


Thanks to Mr. Francis A. Mangan 
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WALTER MOSS 


DANCER 
RECENTLY RKO TIME 
‘VARIETY’ SAID: 
‘HE WOWS ’EM’ 
Opened Oct. 20th Indefinitely 


CLUB NEW YORKER, 
HOLLYWOOD 














BOB KINGSTON 


SOLOIST 


With Hal Wayne and His Orchestra 
Opened New Show Oct. 20th 


Club New Yorker, Hollywood 











FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 

















Squeak Tester 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
An efficiency expert on the 
Metro lot discovered the other 
day that some of the camp 
chairs used by directors, stars 
and others on the sets were 
squeaking Immediately A 
‘squeak’ expert was assigned to 
all sets to test the seating ap- 
uaratus for the peculiar noises. 

From ‘Variety's’ 
Hollywood Bulletin. 


BOMBING ARRESTS 


Two Men Grabbed for Alabama 
Explosion injuring Four 




















Birmingham, Oct. 24. 

Two men, Sam Wassermann, alias 
John H. Katz and Harvey M. Wat- 
kins, alias Sidney L. Malholm, ar- 
rested here in connection with the 
bombing of the Alabama last week, 
when four persons were burned as 
a result of the explosive. 

According to reports, Wasser- 
mann has admitted that he was an 
operator in New Orleans. Arrest 
followed an investigation by detec- 
tives working on a forgery case. 

The Alabama was bombed at the 
height of a Saturday night perform- 
ance. House has been non-union 
for three weeks following a walk- 
out of union operators and stage- 
hands over contracts. 


Talking Shorts 


(Continued from page 15) 


waterfront, dark, narrow streets on 
which the sun appears as a haze 
and multitudes of strange humanity 
are included. 

The rest of the river trip is much 
like that frequently seen in travelog 
with the exception of the upper end. 
Here coolies are shown dragging 
boats like canal mules. Waly. 











‘KING NEPTUNE’ 


Cartoon 
Silly Symphony Series 
Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
UA 
Entirely in Technicolor and a 


swell job, both as entertainment and 
in production. A wealth of detail 
and novelty has gone into short’s 
making, letting it stand at the front 
of the class among this year’s car- 
toons. 

Action deals with King Neptune 
and his undersea domain, including 
a bunch of mermaids, capture of one 
of which by a pirate mob starts a 
battle between sailors of the Span- 
ish Main and Neptune’s followers. 
No stalling anywhere on the action, 
yet a lot of detail figures in the 
drawings. 

Color job lends new strength to 
cartoons, Char. 





TOUCHDOWN MICKEY 
Mickey Mouse Comedy 
6 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
United Artists 

Among the first Walt Disney car- 
toonics under the new Joseph M. 
Schenck-UA auspices, ‘Touchdown 
Mickey’ exceeds some of the fun- 
niest antics of the predecessors. 
There’s a lot of business and laffs 
crowded into this ane, 

That they plenty at the b. o. was 
evidenced by the anticipatory ‘ahs!’ 
when the title was flashed, Abel. 


Form Company to Operate 
Downtown L. A. Pool 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24, 

Downtown Theatres, Inc. has 
been formed by Principal and Gam- 
biner to carry out their pooling of 
four downtown houses, Palace and 
President, operated by Principal. 
and Tower and Cameo, Gumbiner’s 
houses, 

New corporation will take sub- 
leases on the quartet for a period of 
two years. Albert Leeds, Fox- 
West Coast and Principal attorney. 
and Jules Goldstone, counsel for 
Gumbiner, are directors of the new 
concern. 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 19) 


Robbins is forming. Second link, 
the State, Albany, starts Oct. 24. 














Los Angeles. 
Dave Fred is new manager of the 
United Artists, Inglewood. Former- 
ly p.a. at the Paramount here, 





San Francisco. 

F-WC moved Herman Kersken, 
manager, and Sam Pechner, assist- 
ant, over to the Fox Oakland, after 
closing the local Fox. 

Walt Roesner did not go to Oak- 
land, as originally planned, Maes- 
tro’s contract was for the Fox thea- 
tre, running until Jan. 1. Latter is 
now out. 





Chicago, 
John Quinlan replaces Robert 
Cook as treasurer of the RKO Or- 
pheum, Springfield, Ill, Cook trans- 
ferred to the RKO Virginia at 
Champaign, Il. 





Pittsburgh. 
Wide sweep in the local WB of- 
fice got under way here when vet- 
eran employes parted company with 
the organization. Broom started 
with arrival of Harry Kalmine and 
Milt Silver, new zone manager and 
advertising director, respectively. 
Let out were Ken Hoel and 
Christy Wilbert, publicity;. Charlie 
Hague, art staff; Arthur Flanders, 
promotion chief, and Fuzzy Knight, 
West Virginia district manager. 
Knight becomes a house manager 
again, with Jimmy Balmer return- 
ing to the W. Va. post. 





Pittsburgh. 

Karl Krug, former dramatic and 
picture critic of the ‘Press,’ has 
eonnected with United Artists’ spe- 
cial exploitation department. His 
first assignment is handling ‘Robin- 
son Crusoe’ locally for its first-run 
booking at Penn. 

Krug, who was let out at the 
‘Press’ 10 months ago after he had 
detailed some gossip in his column 
about a well-known local, has been 
doing freelance publicity since last 
January. 





Albany, N, Y. 
Edward Fitzgerald, who replaced 
Venor Reaver as manager of the 
Troy theatre at Troy, resigned, No 
successor named. 


GUILL ON WELCH’S INDIE 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
First Robert Welch production 
for Unusual Pictures will be ‘Legion 
of the Damned,’ by Harry O. Hoyt, 
at Metropolitan. 
Fred Guill directs, starting Nov. 7. 














Picture Possibilities 





‘THE GOOD EARTH’ 
atre). 


Street). 





‘Mademoiselle 
| ‘MADEMOISELLE’ 

enough French comedy with a dram 
to gloss over, 


| ‘sABSENT FATHER’ (Comedy, Ke 


trivial. 





Play does not live up to its hot title. 
a romance in Shakespeare's younger days 


‘DINNER AT EIGHT’ (Drama, Sam H. Harris, 
like sure fire for a future Broadway run picture. 
Hotel’ and ‘Strange Interlude’ after the legit run. 


Done originally in Paris. 


*The Good Earth’—Unfavorable 
(Guild, Owen and Donald Davis, Guild the- 
A faithful transcription of the best seller novel wouldn’t interest 
the generality of fans, even if it could be done. 
would offend admirers of Mrs. Buck's book. 
play and screen version is the difference in audience and medium and 
the difficulties seem insurmountable. 


A pepped up version 
Difference between stage 


Rush. 





‘The Passionate Pilgrim’—Unfavorable 
‘THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM’ (Comedy-drama, Howard Inches, 48tbk 


Costume piece having to do with 











‘Absent Father’—Unfavorable 


Ibee. 
‘Dinner at Eight’—Favorable 
Music Box). Looks | 
Should be the ‘Grand 

Tbee. 

'—Unfavorable 

(Comedy, William S. Brady, Playhouse). Bright 
atic angle too delicate for the screen 

Ibee. 





Easy Hours 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

A new writer at Columbia 
was asked how he enjoyed 
working at that studio. 

‘It’s a cinch,’ he replied. ‘We 
duck out of the studio every 
day as soon as Harry Cohn 
leaves—around midnight. 




















nney and Levitt, Vanderbilt), Rather | 





If there is an idea for pictures it would have to be developed | 


by the scenarist. Ibee. 
| ‘Keeping Expenses Down’—Favorable 
‘KEEPING EXPENSES DOWN” (Comedy, Dimitri Tiomkin, National). 
Dialect comedy of Potash and Perimutter type by Montagu Giass and Dan ' 
i Jarrett. Alterations in seript and characters would be necessary, but 


| screen possibilities are evident, 


Bige. 


KNOTTY FT. WAYNE 





Landlords May Get Houses Back 
From Publix-RKO 





Chicago, Oct. 24. 
While in Chicago last Wednesday 
(19) Sam Katz and a party of Pub- 
lix officials discussed the situation 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., where Publix- 
RKO are pooled. RKO is operating 
the town but wants to get out, and 
unless Publix is willing to work out 
a deal to preserve its own com- 
mand of that town RKO will step 
out altogether. 
Possibility of the five Fort Wayne 
houses reverting to the Quimby es- 
tate of that city is likely. Financial 
setup worked out in boom times 
with the Quimby interest is reported 
as insupportable under present con- 
ditions. 
Meanwhile, the RKO-Publix pool- 
ing in South Bend has been worked 
out and ratified. 


Mastbaum’s Philly Click 
Stalls Aldine Reopening 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 
Not thought likely that the Aldine 
will reopen in the near future, al- 
though the theatre was painted and 
redecorated a few weeks with a new 
try in mind, 
Reopening of the Mastbaum a 
week ago has been eninently sat- 
isfactory thus far, so much so that 
several other houses have been 
pretty hard hit, and with that the 
direct answer to the sloughing of 
the Aldine’s plans. Boyd and Stan- 
ley theatres are among those who 
have been most hurt seemingly, with 
the S-W folks frankly worried. 
Mastbaum’s opening week grossed 
$52,000 and currently it’s paced to 
break through $50,000. 








LOCAL 164 MEN SUE 
MILWAUKEE POLICE 


Milwaukee, Oct. 24. 

Charging false arrest, Chester 
Millis, business agent of the Mo- 
tion Picture Operators’ Union, Lo- 
cal 164, and several other members 
of the same organization, have filed 
suit in circuit court for $65,000 
against local police officials. 

Police raided the union’s head- 
quarters following injury to six peo- 
ple by the setting off of a blaak 
powder bomb in the Parkway, 
neighborhood house, employing in- 
dependent operators. 

Millis and his fellow union mem- 
bers charge humiliation, loss of 
peace of mind and injury to their 
reputations. 

No solution of the Parkway bomb- 
ing has come to light. Several mem- 
bers of the independent operators’ 
union are awaiting trial following 
a confession that they manufactured 
and placed stench bombs in local 
houses. 


Nissen Town 


Lexington, Oct. 24. 

Housewives and timid souls 
worked up over disappearance of a 
10-foot boa constrictor from lobby 
of the Kentucky theatre, where it 
was used as a lobby attraction for 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive.’ 

Snake was property of zoology 
department of Kentucky University 
and the campus lords want it back. 

One theory is that collegians are 
responsible for the disappearance of 
the reptile. Anyhow, a lot of people 
have become nervous. 


THURSTON 
KNUDSON 


(STAFF OF K. H. J.) 


Creator of “Multiple Rhythm” 
(Authentic Jungle Rhythm) 




















Sole accompanist (“Tom Toms’) to 
GOMEZ and WINONA in their jungle 
—— ™ Grauman’s pro- 


By . request — Multiple 
Rhythm “Conge.”’ Walter Huston, 
M-G-M Pictare. 
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Hello America I 


Just Returned from a Triumphant 
World-wide Tour— 





7 Weeks in Vienna 
9 Weeks in Paris 





5 Weeks in Bucharest 


24 Consecutive Weeks in Buenos Aires 




















TLOEW 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


MOLLY 
PICON 


Offering a Cycle of Songs and Character Studies 


ABE ELLSTEIN at the Piano 


NOW PLAYING LOEW’S DELUXE THEATRES 


THIS WEEK (OCT. 21) 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


MY APPRECIATION TO 


J. H. LUBIN, MARVIN SCHENCK and 
LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


Personal Direction 
HARRY LENETSKA 
1560 Broadway 
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V. cRIETY lian 


A MAJORS’ 44 VAUDE WEEKS 





RKO Wants ‘Obligation’ Acts Booked 
On Outside to Take Up Time Promises 


a 4 





RKO booking office is asking the 
agents to try and place RKO-con- 
tracted acts on the ‘outside’ in cases 
where the circuit is unable to de- 
liver time for which it is obligated. 
RKO is even offering to pay the dif- 
ference in the event the ‘outside’ 
salary is less than the amount called 
for in the acts’ RKO contracts. 

Booking .office, in this way, ex- 
pects to rid itself of part of around 
$200,000 in obligations now out- 
standing to acts, agents and pro- 
ducers. No reservations are in- 
cluded to the request to the agents 
with RKO in the emergency, willing 
to overlook the booking of its turns 
into other circuits’ theatres which 
are opposition to its own. 

Reaction of some of the acts to 
RKO’s proposed farming out process 
has been adverse. Their contention 
is that they don’t need RKO agents, 
or the booking office, to spot them 
with Loew, Warners, Publix and 
elsewhere. 


L & L SUES KLEIN FOR 
$50,000 AND BREACH 


Arthur Klein, New York agent 
who recently went to the coast to 
assume management of Lyons & 
Lyons’ Hollywood office, is back east 
and being sued by L. & L. for breach 
of contract, conversion and $50,225 
damages. Klein is now associated 
with the Schulberg-Feldman agency 
in Hollywood. 

It is charged that Klein induced 
Lyons & Lyons’ clients to repudiate 
their contracts and align with 
Schulberg-Feldman in violation of 
@ year’s agreement. (with options) 
for Klein’s exclusive services on a 
25 %-of-the-net-profits’ arrange- 
ment. It is said that with Klein’s 
move from L&L to S-F agencies, 
Sidney Fox, Gregory Ratoff, Veree 
Teasdale and other picture players 
formerly contracted to Lyons & 
Lyons left that representation, with 
one or two switching over to S-F. 

Lyons’ agency started suit mean- 
time in California for $500 commish 
alleged due on Miss Teasdale’s Met- 
ro contract. L&L also contemplates 
suit against Miss Fox on her Uni- 
versal contract which the agency 
obtained for her. 

Of the $50,225 claim, $50,000 is for 
damages and $225 for commish on 
Rian James-Warner Bros., which 
Klein is alleged to have received, 

In another action Lyons & Lyons 
attached Herbert Hoey, another 
agent, formerly in the L&L employ, 
for $100 as a supplementary pro- 
ceeding on a judgment for that 
amount. Claim arose from a split 
commish deal for which it is al- 
leged Hoey failed to account. 








Dr. Pauline Coming Back 
With Two Advance Men 


Fast Off the Mark 


_-—_-—= 


One of the RKO _ bookers 
notified the agents that he 
was looking for a ‘fast open- 


ing act’ for an out of town 
bill, 
After wading through the 


flock of. turns submitted he 
finally picked one. Title was 
‘Dreamy Spain.’ 

















Dr. Pauline is coming out of re- 
tirement to return to vaudeville, 
with Marvin Welt piloting. The 
hypnotist will head a _ 14-people 
troupe and carry two advance men. 

Since retiring three years ago 
Pauline has been at his farm at 
Tuscorora, N. Y. 


Thomas Divorce 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Norman Thomas of the quintet 
bearing his name, currently at the 
Palace here, will come up in a di- 
vorce court Friday in an action 
charging Naomi Thomas, non pro, 
with desertion. 

Thomas was previously divorced 
from Valyda, his first wife. 3en 
Ehrlich represents Thomas. 








Betty Wheeler's Act | 


Betty Wheeler, the former Mrs 
Bert Wheeler, and Ruth Gibbs are 
rehearsing a new act together 

Miss Gibbs was formerly of Ches- 


leigh and Gibbs 


PLAY BENEFITS 
AS BREAK-INS 


New acts are now playing bené- 
fits for break-in and showing pur- 
poses to get around the shortage of 
theatres formerly used for such 
purposes, and they were few enough. 
At several recent benefits in New 
York break-in acts. were so numer- 
ous some name acts that showed 
up were kept from the stage, 

Agents and producers, as.well as 
the acts themselves, are rushing all 
available benefit dates in order to 
see their turns or try out specialty 
people. There are few. regular 
theatres where the talent can be 
seen and the benefit shows with 
audiences are better atmosphere 
than rehearsal halls. 

At one recent Sunday night bene- 
fit the sponsors, who are also stag- 
ing their own Broadway = show, 
flooded the stage with applicants 
for their parts in: their own piece 
and put them on first. So some of 
the stars, rather than wait, walked 
out in a huff. 


KATE SMITH SQUARES 
HERSELF AT NVA SAN 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Oct. 24. 

Voluntarily and unexpectedly Fri- 
day evening (21) Kate Smith in- 
formed the N. V. A. Sanatorium 
folks here she would like to give 
a show for the patients, al] former 
professionals, at the institution. Her 
offer was gladly accepted. Miss 
Smith and her Nat Brusiloff orches- 
tra sang and played for about an 
hour. 

In this manner Miss Smith nicely 
squared herself through having de- 
clined an invitation by Dr. Edgar 
Mayer, the NVA medical director, 
to appear at the Sanatorium when 
resting at Lake Placid about a 
month ago. She pleaded illness at 
that time, but did her broadcasting 
and gave a local charity benefit for 
Lake Placid while then in the vil- 
lage. Her refusal at the time cre- 
ated wide comment extending far 
beyond the Adirondacks. 

Again briefly visiting at Placid, 
the air favorite did not wait for a 
second invite to the San, but 
promptly phoned in her desire. 


MRS. HANFORD DIVORCED 


Former Muriel Window of Vaude 
Gets $250 and $25,000 House 














Sioux City, Ia., Oct. 24. 

Muriel Window, former vaude- 
ville single of about 15 years ago, 
was divorced here last week from 
Arthur Hanford, Jr., former Sioux 
City business man. This followed 
two years of litigation between the 
pair who broke up after a shooting 


affray in which Hanford was in- 
volved. 

Mrs. Hanford has been prominent 
socially in Sioux City since her 
marriage. About a year ago she re- 
vived her vaudeville act at a local 
theatre and later presented it for 
an RKO showing at the Englewood 
Chir ago 

She will receive $259 a month fot 

| five years under an alimony tt 


ment and possession of & Siou 


home valued at S25 DY 


‘100 COUNTING 


F. & M., 30; RKO, 17; 
Loew, 14; Publix, 8; WB, 
5—Balance Indie Time, 
Mostly Around N. Y.— 
RKO Had 70 Wks. a 
Year Ago 


———_ 


30 HIGH SALARY WEEKS 


——— 


There are approximately 100 
weeks of variety playing time in the 
U. S. and Canada at this date. Of | 
that number 30 weeks are on the) 
books of the only remaining pres- 
entation circuit, Fanchon & pres: | 
while the rest is vaudeville. 

There is no. straight vaudeville 
left anywhere, that having become 
obsolete with the passing of the 
Palace, New York, to vaudfilm. 

While having relinquished the 
playing time leadership to F,. & M., 
RKO with 17 -veeks on its New York 
book retains its leadership in the 
regular vaudeville field. Loew, after 
changing its presentation theatres 
to vaudeville over the summer, is 
second with 14 weeks; Publix has 
eight weeks and Warner Brothers 
five weeks. 

The four major vaudeville cir- 
cuits combined Lave only 44 weeks. 
RKO, alone, had 70 weeks at this 
time last year. 

Balance of the country’s 25 or 26 
vaudeville weeks is composed of the 
New York indeperdent time, which 
fluctuates weekly, but will average 
about 12 weeks around the calendar; 
four weeks each in the Boston and 
Chicago RKO exchanges, about four 
weeks in Los Angeles, and from two 
to five weeks of scattered and also 
varying indie time booked on a 
catch-as-catch-can basis in the 
principal cities outside New York. 

Full Weeks Dominate 

Full weeks now dominate, with 
most of the former split weeks out 
of vaudeville. This is due to the 
elimination process under which the 
playing time became gradually con- 
fined only, or mostly, to the larger 
cities capable of supporting the 
same show for seven days. RKO's 
full week stands number 13, Loew's 
12 and Warners’ four, while all of 
Publix’s eight are seven-day dates. 

For high salaried turns there are 
about 30 weeks available, distrib- 
uted thusly: Loew, 10; Publix, 8; 
RKO, 6; WB, 2, and independents, 
about four. Medium priced turns can 
play all over if properly scaled. 





F-M May See 40 
Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Current Fanchon & Marco route 
comprises 32 houses, all but four 
being full week stands. Several ad- 
ditions are slated the next couple 
of weeks, with indications the route 
will be up to 40 regular weeks by 
Jan. 1. In . ddition, certain units 
will be booked into other houses, 
with the outstanding shows getting 
from 45 to 52 or more weeks’ work. 

Present playing time calls for ap- 
proximately six weeks of layoffs, 
which range from one to nine days. 
With a few exceptions, all units 
;open at the West Coast, Long Beach, 
Cal. and close at Loew's State, 
New Orleans. One exception is the 
‘Stitch in Time’ unit which closes 
in Cincinnati one week ahead of the 
regular closing date. 





Former Nancy Leslie 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 

Mrs. Billy 
Leslie of vaudeville, filed suit for 
edivorce here last week, charging 





| her husband with cruelty. Link, who | 


stock for 


from 


Pittsburgh 
in Hollywood, 


played in 
years, is now 


vhere his wife recently returned 
She left there after doing a bit ir 
| ‘Blondie of the Follies.’ 

Mrs. Link’s home is also in Pitts- 


burgh, and for years she conducted 
ja dancing academy here in addit 
to doting nrofessional work 


FM AND NES 


Sues for Divorce 


Link, the former Nancy | 








City Contracts = 2-16 Weeks 





Molly Won’t Kick 


Molly Picon, back in vaude 
after a vear of world touring 
was asked how she liked the 


good old four-a-day, as it is 


today. 
‘I ean't kick,’ said Molly, ‘in 
Buenos Aires, where I just 





came from, they play. legit 


four times a day.’ 











RKO'S JAM ON 
_ FOREIGN TURNS 


—_—— -— 


Its one month's grace having ex- 
pired, RKO is working the cables 
overtime in an effort to obtain fur- 
ther postponement on bookings of 
nine European acts who hold con- 
tracts for American vaudeville en- 
gagements. Of the 12 acts signed 
by Martin Beck during his European 
trip last spring only three have 
come over, 

Shrinkage of RKO’s playing time 
between the time of. Beck’s signing 
the acts and their scheduied open- 
ing dates, left the circuit in a spot. 
A month ago Beck requested the 
foreign turns to postpone their sail- 
ings for a month and they agreed. 
Now, the booking office finds itself 
in an even worse predicament since 
the playing time has continued to 
shrink. The imports all hold con- 
tracts and must be played or paid. 

Gracie Schenck, Bcod and Bood 
and Mady and Co., were the three 
acts which arrived in time to be 
booked, The nine acts still waiting 
to sail are Campo and Partners, G. 
Triovanni, Mara’s Marionettes, 
Kirkwhite and Addison, Dolinoff and 
Raya Sisters, Ike Freedman, Scar- 
lett’s Chimpanzees, Claudia Alba 
and Fransky,. 


LOEW ORPH., BOSTON, 
FILMS AFTER 20 YEARS 


Loew’s will drop vaudeville at 
the Orpheum, Boston, Friday (28), 
placing the three Loew houses in that 
city in the straight picture column. 
Loew's other spots there are the 
State and Columbia. With Loew 
exiting Boston will still have three 
stage show houses. RKO starts a new 
policy at Keith’s also on Friday 
(28). Special Fanchon & Marco 
shows are being built for the 
Keith's, but will bear the RKO 
trade mark, 

Boston theatre, other RKO first 
stringer, will continue in vaudfilms. 
Only one Publix carries a stage 
show, the Metropolitan, which plays 
regular Fanchon & Marco units. 

In dropping vaude, the Orph ends 
a 20-year reign as one of the lead- 
ing vaude spots along the Atlantic 
seabooard. 

It was one of the circuit’s most 
consistent money makers for years, 
averaging net earning yearly of 
$200,000 or more, but took a sharp 
decline last vear. 














EX-CHAMP’S INDIES 


Dempsey’s Vaude Dates on Guaran- 
tee and Percentage 

Jack Dempsey follows his current 
week in Staten Island with a pair 
jin Wilkes-Barre and Scranton. 

The ex-champ is playing the in- 
|; dies on a guarantee and percent- 
;age, varying but averaging around 
$3,599. 











| Ted Claire’s Trip 


Ted Claire, picture house m-c., is 

motoring to the Coast with his wife. | 

(:oing partially for vacash and to 
an FF. & M brit 


> 


quashed here last 


RKO is preparing to issue bovok- 


ing contracts for the largest of the 
two Radio City theatres on a basis 
of two, four, eight or 16 weeks, 
plus options, and with RKO retain- 
ing the privilege of playing the acts 
in its other theatres elsewhere in 
the event the R. C. engagements do 
not use up all the contracted time. 
Martin Beck called a meeting 
yesterday (Monday) in the booking 
office at which he advised the 
agents as to the Radio City policies 
and talent requirements. They were 
told to look for novelties. 

The big house, a 6,000-seater, will 
use individual name _ attractions 
from vaudeville, radio, legit and 
pictures as part of its two-a-day 
spectacle shows. These acts, in ad- 
dition to the rest of the talent, will 
be placed in the regular way by 
agents or direct through the RKO 
booking office, the same _ booking 
office commish fee (5%) obtaining 
on Radio City placements as on 
ordinary vaudeville bookings. 

Shows at the big house will be 
changed every four weeks in talent 
as well as production, although 
present plans are to hold over those 
acts that can h. o, 

The smaller Radio City theatre 
(Roxy), on a weekly change and 
with pictures, will play stage shows 
resembling those at the old Roxy 
on Seventh avenue and classify as 
a presentation house, It will be a 
one week stand for any specialty 
acts used, with two weeks top and 
only in the event the picture holds 
over, 


Glason Learns About 
Ex-Wives for $450; 
Extradition Dropped 


Chieago, Oct. 24. 
Billy Glason paid $450 and Mrs. 
Helen Storey Glason’s extradition 
proceedings against him were 
week by Judge 
The comedian is 








Edward Scheffler. 
in New York 
Attorney Philip R. Davis, repre- 
senting Glason, pointed out that 
child abandonment is a wmisde- 
meanor, not a felony, when the child 
is over one year of age and that 
misdemeanors are not extraditable. 
Secondly, there was no child aban- 
donment as numerous cancelled 
checks proved that Glasen was reg- 





ularly remitting for the child's 
support, 

Davis contended that Mrs. Glason 
had in her possession an uncashed 
check for the child’s support the 
day she filed action against Glason. 
He also argued that since she had 
to put up $250 for the extradition 
detective’s expenses that Mrs. Gla- 
son’s plea of destitution tacked 
plausibility, 





Pennington and Judels 
Sue for Lost Week 


Ann Pennington and Charlie 
Judels are suing Bill Parent and 
George Leiderman, Chicago agents, 
for $3,000 damages as the result of 
a booking jam on a week at the 
Ambassador, St. Louis, which the 
agents allegedly had set for them 
for Sept. 30. 

Parent and Leiderman asked to 
postpone it a week until Oct. 7 and 
when the contracts waren’'t forth- 
coming, Julius Kendler, for Pen- 
nington-Judels, wired the theatre to 
ascertain what's what. 

Action is being filed in Chicago. 


Sale’s % Date 


Chicago, Oct, 24 


Chic Sale will play the Orpheum, 





Sale's 


Champagne, IL, three days for 


| RUCO mm a percentage deal It's 


home town. 
He walked into the RKO 
Thursday and was signed im- 
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LEE TRACY 


CONSTANCE 
CUMMINGS 


Walter Connolly + Alan Diaéhrt 


Screen Play by Jo Swerling 
Story by Maxwell Anderson 


Directed by JAMES CRUZE 
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‘I-TIMELIEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR 
A TREMENDOUS BOXOFFICE SENSATION 
INITIAL FIRST RUN ENGAGEMENTS! 


y Columbia’s dynamic blast skyrockets house grosses in 


cp NEW YORK-CHICAGO-NEW ORLEANS 
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Powerful exploitation campaign rips the lid off— picture 
does the rest—critics rave—record crowds see it! 
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RKO Agents Averaging $40 a Week in|RKO ‘AMATEUR’ FILES |Our or Practice {19275 BOOKER’S E 










































































. 2 2 © DISMISSAL C0 PLA The trainer of a dog-act sent 
( h: (Ch F ld L k B hter his animals up to « farm in SOLO RKO W i 
OMminls ? l le 00 S rig Gertrate Decals, ERS $6 the pro- Connecticut while he tried to 
fessional ‘amateurs’ in the RKO Op- get bookings. 
2 AR ee se ee portunity Revue, who is going over He eventual’y landed a week 
. the circuit as a unit, has filed a in Newark, went up to the ba 

The 70 odd agents booking or try- {then goes scouting. complaint with the V. M. A. against farm to collect his cast, and In addition to the one theatre 
ing to book acts on the RKO flooy| Radio, of course, is getting the} RKO following her dismissal upon wired his agent: (New Orleans) remaining on his 
in New York are averaging around | most of the RKO and independent | one day’s notice, wisssnet pe The dogs book, Phil Bloom has been assigned 
$40 a week each in income at the]agents’ double-o'ing. Miss Demmler was formerly in don’t even r member me.’ by RKO to get the talent for benefit ~ 
regular 5% commish rate. With the Roxy theatre ballet. She audi- , shows handled by the booking office, c 
RKO now spending approximately Chi’s Prospects tioned for the RKO unit at the Mar- ; This work was formerly taken care whe 
$60,000 a week on vaudeville salar- Chicago, Oct. 24. tin Beck theatre and was given a of by an assistant booker, for 
ies, the agents’ gross commission Booking commissions for agents | contract for 10 weeks at $35 per, to RELEASE REQUESTS At $275 a week under a personal fror 
check issued through the collection|jn the Chicago RKO office have|commence after a week and a half contract with Martin Beck, Bloom o 
agency strikes a $3,000 average. =| jumped up to around a total of/of rehearsals. She was obliged to MOSTLY BEFORE AGENTS is the highest salaried member of ed 

AS the individual agencies in- | $800-$1,000 a week. And the outlook pay her own expenses outside of the RKO booking staff, excluding pis 
come differs, the $40-a-week aver- for additional booking time is very] sleepers on train jumps which RKO George Godfrey. He’s left with aah 
age is figurative only. Some draw| bright. At present around 100 acts} guaranteed. Requests for releases by acts| only New Orleans as a result of the T 
more, some less ae ee get a a placed by ee rte After rehearsing a week and a half| were in the ae, Sens oe southern time’s (Interstate) closing by 
nothing some weeks, 1€ days Of|cago office in some 22 eatres.|and workin one. week, Miss|up for arbitration y the = . | 
$2,000 in commissions for any one| About six weeks’ time to be played| Demmler dais she got 24 hours’| agents’ association at last week's ee ee bet _ be ' = 
office, including the top agencies./in nine weeks is now available, the| notice that she was no longer| board meeting. Two acts granted ~ Aioa aa - “ yeah n the | ° - 
are over but still bee 9 ig recent | best line-up RKO has had in Chi-| wanted. automatic releases from Joe Sulli- edie total anmameetne Sr, agi aI 
to be remembered. ast year at/ cago in two years. van, who is no longer on the floor, ct 
this time the income of the three Time booked by Dick Bergen at were Jean ieazent Wha Hap Haz- is down to 17 weeks. He says the | fur’ 
leading RKO agencies more than | present includes full weeks in Nash- Sk h 8 k’ T b zard. houses will be reallocated among | P 
doubled the present total for all| ville, Indianapolis and Louisville. etc a ; Dave Genaro and ‘Youngsters of ~~ og rte pay oo ‘ie 
agencies. Plaza, Kansas City, goes RKO Oct. Yesterday’ drew ae release from , n 0 seitier, 

Whereas not long ago the agent ,29 asa full week stand. Des Moines, , : Harry Fitegerald. A. Robins was Godfrey does no booking. par 
who succeeded in booking onlv|Sioux City and. Davenport play Sketch Book,’ a revue presented voluntarily released by Weber- oft 
three acts a day was considered a/|yaude three days each. Peoria is by Earl Carroll several seasons ago, Simon to sign with Curtis & Allen. i ri } boo 
poor act salesman, the agent who| using vaude both halves. will be condensed for picture house Request by Willie Edelsten, as man- Bierbauer Gives U sal: 
books that many in a week now re-| There are more Sunday dates | Presentations and is due shortly in) .,.. of Harold Stern’s orchestra, Pp , te 
gards himself as doing pretty well. | than there hav> been in three years, | P@atamount houses. Heretofore Car-| ¢,. release from Henry Bellit was Own RKO F hi t ! “er 
And at the same time salaries,|Rockord, Champaign, Springfield,|™°!! had refused to condense his| >,antea with Bellit ordered to pay rancnise to - 
hence commissions, are considerably | Hammond, Jefferson City, Leaven- shows for similar purposes, saying Edelsten commission on engage- ° . a 
iowee now. ; , : worth and Cedar Rapids, are among deat nel coe use of his ment at the Albee, Reoehiys. peony Join Morrison Agency | a 

n top of present conditions be-|them. Danville plays Sundays an . eroff’s reques or release from 
ing what they are, there is no bright | Mondays. Ritz, Saermn: RKO's Will Mahoney and William Dem-| Leo Fitzgerald was tabled. : jes he 
outlook for the RKO agents. No/local showing house, uses vaude arest will be featured in the con- On complaint by.» Nick Feldman Charlie Bierbauer is giving up his 
word of encouragement has emana- | Sundays and Wednesdays. densed ‘Book.’ Both were in the] over Jeff Davis’ booking of Los} 9W" RKO agency franchise to go 
ted from the booking office so they| Commission checks of the RKO | ‘V4nities,’ now touring. Abe Last-/ Costellos in Boston, the board would with the Charlie Morrison office as EI 
are all looking around for something | agents who have clung to the Chi- | fogel of the William Morris office| take no action, ruling that Feldman | 4" @ssociate. i 
else. It doesn’t pay any agent to/cago booking floor throughout the | @rranged the deal, has no standing with the organiza-| _ Bierbauer will replace Harry Or 
deyote all his time to the sixth floor | period of utter desolation have been tion. covet Liteon has gone into business : 
any longer. The average black book | growing. During the worst sum- . . Max Hart’s claim for commish on| °F M!mselt, “es 
wielder now spends around two|mer here the boys got as little as Team’s Jam with Agent Guy Robertson’s date at the Palace, You 
hours a day on the RKO floor and/$5 a week in commish. ens Chicago, booked by M. S. Bentham, wh 
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option as their manager figures in Pasadena, Calif., Oct. 24. Fischer returns to Paris Nov. 11. 
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Tumblers’ One Reeler Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore : ‘ " 
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= Connor Twins have given Gus 
Edwards a general release upon 


| cash settlement of their claims for 
$200. 
€ Sister team claimed Edwards 


brought them to New York from 


FEATURED ORGANIST Houston, Tex., under contract and 


let them out of one of his acts ’ 
UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
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CUT TO STAY 
OPEN 


—_——— 


Commencing Nov. 1 the Empire 
whee! will invoke a 10% salary cut 
for every member of its 15 shows, 
from principals to chorus. The av- 
erage saving will be around $100 
per week per show. Another $100 
weekly clipping will be made by the 
dropping of one of the two stage 
pands traveling with each troupe. 

The cuts are deemed necessary 
by Empire in order to help keep 
the theatres open. The houses have 
sliced to the bone in personnel and 
eperating overhead in every pos- 
sible way, but business is such that 
further reductions are required. 

Present Empire guarantee of 
$1,550 has already been cut in some 
instances where the theatres are 
particularly in need, with the Herk 
effice relinquishing all or part of its 
booking and franchise fee. By the 
galary cuts for the actors and others 
the guarantees will be reduced fur- 
ther, this time all down the line. 

The deck hands going out are the 
property men. The other traveling 
stage hand with each show is the 
earpenter. He stays, and at $100 a 
week he’s the highest salaried mem- 
ber of the troupe. 





Empire-Minskys Dicker 
Over Central and Werba’s 


Empire wheel and the Minskys 
have a deal on for the Central, New 
York, and Werba’s, Brooklyn, under 
which the traveling shows would 
replace the present stock companies 
in both theatres. 

Consummation would give Empire 
three Minsky full weeks in New 
York. Empire shows started at the 
325th street Apollo this week. 





Lauder in Spokane 
Spokane, Oct. 24. 
The Fox again will handle stage 
yoad shows. Tom Olsen, manager, 
has announced the booking of Harry 
Lauder for two performances on 
Nov, 15. 


Empire Wheel 


Week Oct. 28 


Big Rev—L. O. 
pire Girls—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

acts and Figures—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Follies of Pleasure—Worcester, Worcester. 
french Frolics—Capitol, Albany. 
Frivolities—State, Springfield. 
Gaieties of 1933—Howard, Boston, 
Girls from Dixie—Modern, Providence. 
Girls from the Follies—Palace, Bakimore, 








n’ Thru—C Star, Brooklyn. 
Legs and Laughter—Orpheum, Patergoa. 
Lid Lifters—Empire, Newark. 
Merry Whirl—Gayety, Washington. 
Nite Life in Paris—Apollo, New York. 
Rairin’ to Go—Academy, Pittsburgh. 
Step Lively Girls—Route No. 1. 


Qa he rs est mr 





HARRY.W.CRULL 


Managing Director 
EMPIRE THEATRE 
Leicester Square LONDON. ENG 

and 
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of GRAND HOTEL at 
LONDON PALACE 
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RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Yelling to DE VITO & DENNY 
and DOT STEVENS— 


“What Do You Think of the 
DEMOCRATIC Platform?” 
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A Slight Change 





Every Saturday for four 
years (Basil) Gerson, the 47th 
Street restaurateur, has been 
sending orange juice, coffee 
and toast backstage for the 
actors at those 8 a.m., middle- 
of-the-night opening day re- 
hearsals at the Palace, New 
York, 

This week the Palace is 


playing a circus bill, so Basil 
sent over a bale of hay. 


STEPPING HIGH 


(UNITED BURLESQUE) 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 

If this is a representative sample 
of the type of burlesque on the new 
United Burlesque Circuit (Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Kansas 
City, Detroit, St. Louis, Columbus), 
it deserves praise. Burlesque as an 
entertainment has become so vulgar 
on one hand and so dull on the 
other that to find a troupe avoiding 
the extreme of both seems like 
something rather extraordinary. 


Billy ‘Bumps’ Mack is the top 
man in ‘Stepping High.’ While he 
will never collapse in a pool of per- 
spiration from overworking, Mack 
is still possessed of real ability and 
is capable of a bona fide specialty, 
a thing so rare in the kind of bur- 
lesque Chicago usually sees as to 
seem like a brand new idea. Why 
aren’t other comics hired who can 
do specialties, so if the comedy is 
floppo some value will be gotten by 
the company. 

Mack dances on roller skates. He 
alsc tosses knives around. He is 
economical in his use of dialog and 
muggs sparingly. This contrasts 
vividly with the stalling and ram- 
bling circuitousness of the average 
burlesque comic. Given strong ma- 
terial to work with, Mack might 
plausibly get strong laughs. He is 
clean-cut in style, and only occa- 
sionally dirty. Again something 
unusual in today’s burlesque. 

A pretty good tenor, a_ high- 
pitched soprano and several ex- 
ponents of the art of coy disrobing 
are included in the company which 
travels. Chorus belongs to the 
house and is less listless looking and 
beter directed than usual. Cast as 
orignally listed out of the Milt 
Schuster office included Charles 
LaVine, Earl Shean, George B. Hall, 
Violet Jordon, Reggie White, Babe 
Davis, Joan Tanya, Evelyn La- 
Deaux. 

Of the women who surrender an 
added portion of their attire with 
each refrain, it can be said that 
they devote symmetrical bodies and 
some mental ingenuity to their 
tasks. Right now they are the key- 
stone of burlesque, the substitute 
for everything that burlesque used 
to have and has lost: It may well 
prove to be a blessing when their 
vogue is finally over and burlesque 
gives some thought to comedy again. 
Meanwhile these queens of nudity 
vie with one another in demureness. 

There is a bruaette who wears 
tassles hanging from each half of 
what would doubtless be called a 
brassiere. These tassles are artfully 
rotated by gravity, so that one cir- 
cles right while the other circles 
left. This accomplishment is com- 
parable to playing ‘Way Down Upon 
the Swanee’ with the treble and 
‘Sailor’s Hornpipe,’ with the bass 
all at the same time. The only dif- 
ference is the latter can be offered 
in the family parlor. 

Biz was poor at the Haymarket, 
where the United shows play locally. 

Land, 














AKRON’S LONE STAGE HOUSE 


Akron, O., Oct. 24. 

After a three weeks effort to re- 
vive vaude, RKO Palace returned 
to straight pictures Oct. 22. RKO 
vaude played four days a week and 
Fanchon-Marco units, three days. 

Leaves Akron with only one the- 
atre offering stage shows, the Civic, 
which this week inaugurated a sea- 
son of tab and pictures. 





Bombs Found in Empress, | 
Cincy, Just Before Show; | 


Managers’ Home Blasted 





Cincinati, Oct. 24. 


Two bombs were found in the Em- | 


press (burlesque) Saturday night 
(22) by a janitor who was cleaninz 
the house just before the midnight 
show. They were spotted in the 
eighth row of the orchestra, one 
under and one on a seat. 

At about the same time th» 
bombs were discovered in the the- 


atre a portion of the home of Meyer | 


‘Blackie’ Lantz, Empress manager, 
was blown up, with nobody home 
at the time. 

Police are investigating the union 
angle. Empress went non-union on 
the stage and in the pit this sea- 
son for the first time. 





Tabs at Albany State, 
Girls and Vaude Later 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 24. 

State, closed for the summer, re- 
opens this week with a continuous 
policy of tabs and second run pic- 
tures. First stage show is Bobby 
Sanford’s ‘Show Boat Review.’ 
House is operated by Nathan Rob- 
bins. Vic Frank of Syracuse is the 
manager. 

For several weeks the State op- 
erated with road tabs, but later on 
plans to keep a stock chorus, alter- 
nating principals each week with 
Robbins’ other house, the Ritz at 
Syracuse. Vaudeville acts are to be 
used. 

House seats 700. 





Vaude Both Halves 
Chicago, Oct. 24. 
Fanchon & Marco units are out 
at the Paramount, Des Moines. RKO 
vaude booked from Chicago will 
Play both halves instead of just 
one. 
New shows will come in Tuesday 
and Friday of five acts each. 


PLUNKETT SUES ROBERTS 


Suit for $300 in commissions has 
been filed against Sam _ Roberts, 
Chicago RKO agent, by the Jimmy 
Plunkett office. 

Commish is alleged due on Rob- 
erts’ western bookings of Plunkett’s 
acts. 











Minskys’ Date Line | 


The ghost walked 25° slower 
for everybody in the shows at 
the Minskys’ New York the- 
atres last week. Cut was insti- 
tuted without notice. 

With the money simply 
ducted from the pay envelopes, 
enclosed I. QO. U.’s stated the 
will be re- 
election.’ 


de- 





salaries 
‘after the 


regular 
stored 








|Publix’s State, Mpls., 


| 


May Take F&M Units 


Publix is considering a return of 
Stage shows to Minneapolis but not 
|}into the Minnesota which will re- 
imain dark to permit the chain 
showing a profit in its other opera- 
tions there. Present intention for 





rostrum entertainment, probably F. 


& M. units, is at the State. 

Sam Dembow, Dave Chatkin and 
Harry Sherman were in Minne- 
apolis last week discussing stage 


shows among other plans, Sherman 
particularly on the union angle. 





Ringling Horses to F&M 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Ringling shows and Fanchon & 
Marco are in a huddle, with the 
latter figuring on using Sells-Floto 
and Barnes liberty horses in a unit. 
Al Butler, contracting agent for 
Ringling, is here on the deal. 
If the idea jells, units will go out 
for 20 weeks, closing in time for 
the opening of the circus season. 


SUNDAY IN JOLIET 
Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Rialto, Joliet, will resume vaude 
on Sundays starting Oct. 30. Three 
acts booked through RKO by Dick 
Bergen. It’s the Yormer policy of 
the house. 

Palace, Gary, another Great States 
house, started Sunday vaude yester- 
day (23). 








Radio Comic’s Try-Out 

Walter Campbell Tetley, Scotch 
comic and warbler, included in a 
number of juve programs over NBC 
in recent weeks, gets a vaude try at 
the Prospect, Brooklyn, Nov. 12. 

Further dating around the metro- 
politan RKO spots depends on the 
four-day showing here. 





_ Inside Stuff-Vaude 


When Jack Curtis, the agent, starts for a Hollywood visit, he will 


take along Gus Adams. 
was an actor. 


Adams was Curtis’ first partner when the agent 
Up to that time Curtis never had left New York city. 


Adams impressed on Jack what a great country he was going to see 
as an actor, the many cities and hotels, stating their start would be the 
Hurley House in Philadelphia. The hotel Hurley was a famous theatrical 
boarding place of its day but Curtis never had heard of it. 

The youthful vaudevillian drank in everything said about Philly and 


the Hurley. 


They reached Philly at night just in time to go to bed. At 


about 4 a. m. Jack woke up Adams, saying: 
‘Gus, do you think I’ll be able to get oatmeal for breakfast here?’ 





Broadway cops didn’t give Will Osborne’s novel Times Square exploi- 
tation stunt much of a chance Friday (21), but the entire effect of the 


hearse and preacher in the middle of the Square wasn’t lost. 
had a hearse pull up in the center of the square around noon. 


Osborne 
A mugg 


got out as a preacher and started doing a pious spiel on ‘the funeral 
of the crooner,’ ‘America’s radio pest,’ as a banner announced. 

A huge crowd collected, but cops quickly started the hearse on its way. 
Osborne was working the stunt in connection with his current week at 


Loew’s State. 





Last 10 days of the Ringling-Barnum show season was played in con- 


tinuous rain through Florida. 


Three dozen horses and three elephants 


were used to haul wagons through the mud at one point. 
Alfredo Cadona and his bride, Vera Bruce, sailed last week for Spain 
where the act will show. Fred Bradna opened in vaudeville in New York 


with his one-ring circus. 








REVIVE B.&K. 


1-WK. ROUTE 
IN Citi 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 


Chicago will again become a pro- 
duction center for Balaban & Katz, 
Details have not yet been worked 
out but it is practically assured 
that the units originating at the 
Chicago theatre will have, beside 
the Tivoli and Uptown, several out- 
of-town weeks, possibly Detroit and 
St. Louis among others. Six to 
seven weeks is anticipated. A sim- 
ilar B&K-dominated route existed 
up to two years ago. 

Corollary of this anticipated 
change is the probability of one or 
more producers being hired by 
B&K and, perhaps, Harry Kalcheim 
to act as booker. 

Although A. J. Balaban hasn't ac- 
cepted the job locally it is thought 
he will head the preduction end. 
One of his reported policies is a 
vaudeville line-up for the Oriental. 





Long Beach Back 


Long Beach, Cal., Oct. 24. 

State here, which has been with- 
out stage shows for three weeks, 
goes vaudfilm Thursday (27) with 
a five act bill on a full week, booked 
by the Bert Levey office. 

House formerly booked through 
the RKO office in Los Angeles, but 
canceled when William Fahey, own- 
er of the house, filed a conspiracy 
suit against Radio Pictures and 
others in connection with film rent- 
als, 





F&M’S EXTRA LIFE 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Due to a last minute change in 
plans, RKO did not abandon Fan- 
chon & Marco units Friday (21) at 
the 105th Street, Cleveland. Man- 
agement asked F&M for an addi- 
tional week, resulting in ‘Night 
Club’ unit being jumped to the 
Cleveland house from Philadelphia. 

Understood here that union dif- 
ficulties are responsible for the pro- 
posed dropping of stage shows at 
the house. Rube Wolf is m. c. and 
band leader, 





ACTS WITH SHOW 
Albany, N. Y., Oct. 24. 

Capitol theatre is strengthening 
its Empire burlesque shows with 
vaudeville acts. This week Dough 
Boys and Walker and Allen are 
booked as added features. ; 

House, playing on a split policy 
of legit, first half of week burlesque 
last half, has gotten in three legit 
shows since its opening four weeks 
ago. 











BETTINA ROSAY 


CLASSICAL DANCER. 
Week Oct. 20, United Artists Theatre, 
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Fanchon & Marco 








| DeVITO aN DENNY 
And DOT STEVENS 


Answering RYAN and 
NOBLETTE 
“—We'll work it—but mot cut.” 




















FRED STONE 


DOROTHY STONE 


With CHARLIE COLLINS 


PLAYING FOUR WEEKS OF RKO VAUDEVILLE 


Week Oct. 22, PALACE, CHICAGO; Week Oct. 29, ALBEE, CINCINNATI; Week Nov. 5, PALACE, CLEVELAND; Week Nov. 12, KEITH, BOSTON 
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FRED and DOROTHY STONE 
With Charles Collins 

Comedy, Dancing 

16 Mins.; One and Full 

Palace, Chicago 


from the 


Fred Stone announced 
stage that this is his first vaude- 
ville date in 32 years, and that he’s 


doing five performances now against 
two-a-day then. With his grace- 
ful daughter and his attractive son- 
in-law the veteran comedian of 
more musical comedies than even 
the best memories can recall is 
playing four weeks for RKO. Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati, Cleveland and 
Boston is the route, and in all these 
towns, not to mention many others, 
Stone has been a favorite for years. 
It’s a cinch they'll like him in 
vaudeville. 

Fred and Dorothy are discovered 
on a bench when the drapes part. 
There is a bit of dialog. Talk comes 
out of a box via microphone. In 
Chieago the reception was thunder- 
ous, after which Stone made his few 
remarks. 

All the talking is done by Papa 
Stone. Daughter remains speech- 
less. It’s a blonde, blue-eyed, cute 
speechlessness, however. She han- 
dles herself throughout with dis- 
tinction. Hers is a dainty, zephyr- 
like personality. Collins is one of 
the classiest hoofers who ever 
looked throughly at home in tails. 
His specialty was a solid smack. 

A bit with an Australian whip 
employs a stooge for nice results, 
but by far the comedian’s best ef- 
fort in his mimicry of Will Rogers. 
Plenty of strong laughs here. 

Act finished big, qualifying on 
merit as excellent entertainment 
with a foundation of established 
popularity. Land, 





LOPEZ’S DEBUTANTES (14) 
Orchestra 

18 Mins.; Full 

Academy, N. Y. 

#*One of the NBC bookings, the act 
having been around only a few 
weeks and entering New York via 
14th street. Nice looking bunch of 
girls, but not smartly costumed, all 
of the dresses being of the same 
pattern with an awkward loose col- 
lar of ruching, giving a bunchy ap- 
pearance. to the shoulder and waist 
lines. Stage is not well dressed, 
either, the platforms suggesting im- 
provised stuff by the house. 

On appearance the act does not 
rate high, but the turn has been 
smartly routined and it performed 
the. none-too-easy feat of stopping 
the supper show at this house. As 
the closing act it was possible to 
run down the film and let the en- 
thusiasm die down, but it is more 
applause than the Academy has 
given a single turn in plenty of 
weeks. Score is made with a foot- 
ball song, with the pennants of the 
leading teams, while the college 
song is played. 

Just up ahead there ts a near- 
stopper in a radio hit in which vari- 
ous signature strains are played 
with the girls reciting bits about 
their air favs. The girls are stilla 
little too scared to handle their lines 
expertly, but they whang it over for 
results, and that’s all anyone can do. 

There is a dancer who puts over a 
hot cooch so smoothly that probably 
even the family trade will not kick; 
another who handles some comedy 
bits with more vigor than shading, 
but collects full results, and for the 
most part the band uses nice ar- 
rangements, well varied, though the 
opening is a little too brassy. Pretty 
girl in pajamas does the leading. 
It’s an act as it stands, with the 
chances that a few more weeks will 
put it into the big time. Chic. 





YOUTH, PEP and SPEED 
Flash 

11 Mins.; Full (Special) 

G. Oo. H. 

Seven-people flash which does not 
look like a lot of money, but stands 
up nicely for average nabe book- 
ing. Fits for middle of bill okay, 
if not wanted for the close. 

Four women make up a dance 
line. They all do tap work fairly 
competently, and as a novelty offer 
a miniature stair dance that’s a 
welcome variation. Later on they 
demonstrate their versatility fur- 
ther in acrobatic work. 

Three men include a team and 
an m.c. single. Some talk finds its 
way into the routine, but 98% of 
act is dancing, which seems smart 
jia*view of the obvious fact everyone 
is there enough on the hoofery. 

Played third on five-acter down 
here and over. Char, 
JAY JACKS (3) 

Comedy 
10 Mins. in One 
Grand Opera House, N. Y. 

Straight man and two comedians 
with an Italian dialect comedian 
getting most of the laughs. Good 
for the family trade, but hardly 
smart enough to get over with a 
discriminating audience. 

It’s built down to houses like the 
G. O. H. and down here they filled 
the three-spot acceptably and might 

have taken an encore with_ little 
effort. Chic. 


HENRY TOBIAS and Orchestra 
Music, Singing, Dancing 


17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy : ? 
Henry Tobias, songwriter, Is a 
brother of Charlie Tobias, who's 
been around in vaude frequently 
for years. He is making a try with 
a 10-piece orchestra that’s away 
helow the everage and Edna Lee, 
specialty dancer, whose work re- 
flect little chance of advancement 


just now. As it stands, only for 
the smaller time. 

Opening with a brace of numbers 
from one of George White's ‘Scan- 
dals,’ Tobias sings portions of each. 
His voice is both weak and unappeal- 
ing, even when a meg is employed. 
In the way of novelty about the 
middle, a Mexican number is at- 
tempted, with hats to go with it, 
and this is even poorer on quality. 
Best part of the act is ‘I Miss You,’ 
one of Tobias’ numbers, as Tos- 
canini would play it, as it would 
be done on a 5c merry-go-round 
and as by Sousa. 

A medley of bits from songs 
which Tobias has written brought 
out such poor diction and so much 
forte on the part of the orchestra, 
most of them couldn’t be distin- 
guished. 

Closed bill down here on Saturday 
and let down very lightly. Char. 


ACCORDIANA (6) 

Music and Dancing 

9 Mins.; Full : 
Grand Opera House, N. Y. 


Not very successful effort to build 
four push boxes into a presentation, 
and not over very far through lack 
of showmanship. Opens with a 
man, a youth and two girls pump- 
ing out music. One girl is very 
pretty, but seems to be new to the 
stage, lacking assurance, 

With the first selection over, they 
back up stage to give place to two 
girl dancers in a fair step number. 
When the dancers exit they come 
down front again and pump out the 
second section and back-up again 
for a second dance; a livelier num- 
ber, better costumed. Players down 
to squeeze ‘Faust’ medley out of 
the boxes and dancers back for a 
last crack for the finale. 

No effort to break the monotony 
or to work in business. All too 
mechanical to get full effect, and yet 
they play not badly, and a stager 
might show them how to frame up 
for effect. Music is good, though 
the dancing is pretty helpless. 
Made a fair closing number here, 
but not for the more important 
time until it is spruced up. The girl 
could be made an asset when she 
loses her fear of the audience. 

C 





SOLLY GRAUMAN and Co. 
Dance Novelty 

13 Mins, One and Full 
Grand Opera House, N. Y. 


The old Grauman, Ness and 
Delly with pretty much the same 
frame up they had several years 
ago, but with a musical stairway 
added for the finish that tops their 
slow motion fight, now next to clos- 
ing. Flight of about a dozen steps 
with the center of each stair hinged 
to make contact with one note on 
an electric chime at the head of the 
stairs. 

The quartet pounds out a selec- 
tion and does a stair dance at the 
Same time. Show stopper in No. 1 
position here and could close with 
equal success. Good enough to open 
any bill and close most. About half 
way through there is a xylophone 
solo which does not hurt any, but 
the dancing is the act because it is 
varied and smartly costumed, with 
the girl a material help on person- 
ality end. Chic. 





YOUNG, KAM TROUPE (8) 
Risley, Contortion, etc. 
9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
G. O. H. 
Orientals with more than usual 





amount of punch in contortion, ris- 
ley, balancing, endurance and other 
routines. Two small girls figure 
prominently, particularly in very 
effective torso-twisting bits. 

Act is worthy of the better grade 
neighborhood houses. 

Everything is boiled down to 
meatiness and little time is lost. 
Some fast tumbling winds up. 

On closing bill down here on 
Thursday night audience rated act 
among best of its kind, Char, 


7 


VIOLET, RAY and NORMAN 
Acrobatics 

8 Mins.; Two 

Academy, N. Y. 

Several years ago this. trio 
started out as a combo acrobatic 
and musical turn. Acro was called 
gvod and they were advised to drop 
the rest. They have taken the tip. 
It’s now straight hand-to-hand and 
one of the best turns of the kind 
around. It’s class vaude and the 
trio would even fit nicely into a 
production, 

Two men and a girl, all good. One 
wf the boys is a contortionist, which 
gives 








some freak effects to his. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Swinging from one extreme to 
the other, the entertainment setup 
here this week combines an all cir- 
cus stage spectacle and one of the 
ultra swank screen dramas of the 


season, ‘A Bill of Divorcement’ 
(Radio). Booking minds respon- 
sible obviously proceded on the 
theory that the widely spaced ex- 


amples of diversion would bianket 
diversified tastes. Those for whom 
|eircuses no longer had no appeal 
|would be inveigled by the picture, 
whife the element that still har- 
bored the old urge for bigtop 
cavortings would come anyway. 
Theory may work out that way, 
but it’s highly dubious. Simple 
reasoning would incline to the opin- 
ion that a comedy would have made 
a much happier match. At least 
it wouldn’t have been so hard on 
the large percentage of kids that 
comprised the second Saturday mat- 
inee audience. Actionless unfold- 
ing of the screen yarn proved 
something of an ordeal for the 
youngsters, with the concerted 
squirming and general uneasiness 


ifrom this representation making it 


tough for the oldsters frequently to 
catch the drift of the film conver- 
sation. On the other hand, there's 
a Chaplin synced revival, ‘Easy 
Street,’ to repay the kids for the 
ordeal. 

Commendable sense of taste and 
dignity about the way the house 
handles the ballyhoo out front. No 
noisy barking or calliope cater- 
wauling, or gaudy carnival hang- 
ings. Instead the RKO mainstreet- 
er resorted to a colorful array of 
clown papier mache masks and fig- 
vres that couldn't help but deliver 
the b.o. message emphatically and 
effectively. Nicely arranged freak 
show filled the inner lobby, con- 
sisting of Mildred, the tatooed girl, 
the weighty Carlson Sisters, Major 
Mite, Sealo, whose hands are at- 
tached to his shoulders, and Ajax 
the sword-swallower. 

When the box office opened the 
ticket-taker was moved out to the 
off-street lobby, with the intention 
of making the freak show only 
available to the ticket customers. 
Idea was later revised and the inner 
lobby exhibit became part of the 
general ballyhoo. Passersby drifted 
in by the hordes to mill around and 
stare, but few of this contingen* 
were observed elbowing their way 
back to the box office. 

With no school holidays sched- 
uled for the week, it doesn’t look 
as though the hoyse will fare big 
on the matinees from the mother 
ciientele. Easy to presume she'll 
wait until after dinner and make 
it a whole family affair including 
the father. Both Saturday mats 
carved out substantial attendances 
but nothing approaching capacity, 





work, in one instance allowing him 
to make a complete unaided switch 
from a foot to a hand stand while 
held aloft by his partner. 

Nice staging and costuming helps 
considerably. ges auf. 


THREE ARISTOCRATS 
Singing, Guitar 

15 Mins.; One 

G. Oo. H. 

Harmony trio at guitars and 
piano that seems to make its big- 
gest mistake in trying to overfeed 
tne audience, particularly on a four- 
minute encore. Trimming’ that 
down, boys will rate as a fully sat- 
isfactory turn for No. 2 spots. Act 
was spotted to open show here due 
to odd setup, but did well. 

Men work in tuxes, one taking 
care of the piano assignment, other 
two play guitars. Their voices are 
a shade above average in quality. 
Standout seems to be the ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ song, with numerous im- 
personations of radio favs worked 
around it. Char. 


Phyllis RAY and HARRIS TWINS 
Singing and Dancing 

12 Mins.; Special Drop in 3 
Academy, N. Y. 

Personality singer backed by two 
boy hoofers and pianists. Nothing 
outstanding, but it goes over with 
the downtown crowd. Opens with 
demonstrating a mysterious piano 
with the boys bobbing up to show 
it’s all a mild black art illusion. 

They come down for a dance, then 
into full stage with two pianos for 
some playing. Girl does a neat con- 
trol dance and the boys hoof some 
more with a play for a hot finale 
which falls short of the right tem- 
perature. Good opener or No. 2 on 
the small time, but they will have 
to shoot more class into the act to 
beat the rating. Chic, 


JANET OF FRANCE and SID 

STONE 
Sngng, Talkng, Comedy 
14 Mins.; One 
G. Oo. H. 

Janet of France has been a stand- 
ard name for many years. She is 
now pairing with Sid Stone and 
carrying an unbilled colored dancer, 
latter for a finish. While Janet of 
France proves herself pretty noisy 
and carries some mild gags, her 
turn shapes as okay for bookings 
of this calibre. 

Janet of France works in a hectic 
style of French chattering. Stone 
works gags with her and does a 











song, displaying fairly effective 
style. 

Colored hoofer no whirlwind, but 
oke. Char. 


P 
while the evening pace hovered 


close to average. 

As an aggregation of acrobatic 
and animal turns this indoor tan- 
barkery, labelled the ‘RKO Circus 
International’ matches the best seen 
around the vaude circuits in recent 
years. It’s trimly balanced, packs 
variety and excitement and runs off 
in smooth, staccato style. Larry 
Boyd and Phil Wirth did the col- 
lecting and staging, and it’s a crack 
job they’ve turned out. Interpo- 
lated among the main attractions 
are terpsy bits, simple but oke for 
the purpose, by a young line of 12 
and the conventional tomfoolery of 
a clown quintet. 

Though billed, Christianson's 
Stallions failed to show at the mat- 
inee, cutting the parade of individ- 
ual acts seven and there was enough 
meaty entertainment derived from 
those who did appear to satisfy any 
appetite. As paced during the open- 
ing stanza the circus ran a min- 
ute short of an hour and a quarter. 

To Ed and Jenny Rooney went the 
first spotlight of the occasion, with 
these trapeze experts finding it easy 
to keep the eyes peeled on them 
and the applause punctuating each 
bit. Nifty canine and pony ex- 
travaganza, Marie and Her Pals, 
followed and garnered a similarly 
hefty expression. Conventionally 
routined but arresting throughout 
and with an attractive stable of 
animals to boot. Act included the 
inevitable bucking mule. 

On the heels of Tiny Kline’s iron- 
jaw slide from the balcony came 
May Wirth and her troupe for 
close to 20 minutes of the usual 
snappy ridinz and mixture of one- 
ring comedy. Erma Ward soon af- 
terwards gave them something to 
oh-oh about, tossing off the one 
arm throwovers up on the ring to 
the count of 105 times. Three of 
John Robinson’s pachyderms had 
the succeeding spot and did well 
by it. Top applause honors of the 
bill fell to the of the Picchiani 
Troupe, whose teeter-board antics 
culminated in two sockerinos of the 
first order, the four high mount and 
the double full twist into the chair. 

Tarzan, chimp impersonator, kept 
them rolling in a welter of laughs, 
leaving a goodly percentage puzzled 
over the performer’s real simian 
origin. Good piece of spotting, this 
placing the act in next to shut, and 
following it up with the brief but 
spectacular treadmill a 

ec. 


GRAND O.H., N.Y. 


With two society plays for the 
film features, the juvenile trade was 
a bit off at the Grand Opera House 
the first half. Probably not more 
than 700 or 800 at the Sat. matinee, 
and they did not warm up to Ruth 
Chatterton’s mimic woes in ‘The 
Crash’ (FN) and they prefer Tom 
Mix to the polo game in ‘This Sport- 
ing Life’ (Col.), but even at that 
they gave Chatterton a big hand 
when she finally decided to stick 
to her husband, But the G.O.H. 
has to give the adults a break now 
and then, and the grownups pay 
two bits. 

Show starts off with a flourish 
with Solly Grauman and Co. The 
act stopped ’em at the finish and 
clicked up ahead with the slow mo- 
tion fight which is pretty old now, 
but stilled liked. A girl with a 
swell pair of gams and nimble feet 
helps the boys out nicely, but it’s 
a@ good act all the way around. 
There’s a stairway now used for 
the closer (New Acts). 

Joe E. Howard the deucer with 
the 3 Andrews sisters. The cus- 
tomers here do not care much for 
harmonizing trios. They would 
swap all three for an encore from 
the comedian. When the girls wear 
black pyjamas instead of snappy 
costumes, they'll toss in trading 
stamps to boot. These girls wear 
black. They gave Howard two 
chances to catch his breath and they 
went off to a slim hand each time. 
Not very strong at best. They 
never got a chance until the finish 
when they sang with Howard some 
of his old timers, and then it was 
the songs. Howard did 14 minutes 
and could have run up the score. 
They know him and they like him, 
and each of his songs got a wel- 
coming hand. They even liked his 
singing of ‘Old Man River.’ 

Jay Jacks and a couple of sup- 
porters got third trick and hung 
around for a good ten minutes. The 
dumb player has a very fair voice 
and wrestled successfully, if not 
brilliantly, with ‘Song of Songs,’ but 
the kids preferred the dialect come- 
dian, who makes the act. Stuff is 
too sloppily put together for the 
better dates, but great on the fam- 
ily trade. 

‘Accordiana’ (New Acts), was 
something of a let down. The act 
has been put together with no ef- 
fort at routining. They alternately 
play accordions and back up to let 
in a couple of dancers who do not 
add much to the general effect. The 
quartet of push boxers could be 
worked into something better if 
they’d put a little more flash in 
their playing and a lot more action 
into the turn. They would do well 
to tone down the orchestra, par- 
ticularly the drums, They get 
drowned out when they work up to 
a climax. The pit men should be 
used sparingly with sufficient vol- 
ume of tone coming from the stage. 

Show ran 53 minutes, which is 
about the average with the four- 





act bills. Chic. 
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VIC PALACE, LONDON 


London, Oct. 15. 

After several experiments in most 
forms of entertainment and consiste 
ently losing in the last few years, 
the Victoria Palace, once ace vaude. 
ville house, is taking a last plunge, 
going continuous. House would not 
dare go talkers, due to two much 
better and more commodious pic- 
ture theatres already in the neigh. 
borhood. 

Victoria Palace, although not 
strictly West End, has an advan- 
tage in being at three important 
terminal points—the Southern Rail- 
way, two underground railways and 
the biggest bus service in London, 
Between them they unload around 
a quarter of a million people daily, 


What percentage of these will be 
interested in the innovation depends 
entirely on the bill of fare. Current 
program has nothing outstanding 
and is pretty tedious. 


Opening are a troupe of Sherman 
Fisher dancers, dubbed ‘the 16 
Southern Girls,’ presumably dedi- 
cated to the Southern Railway, 
Troupe is neither better nor worse 
than most around. 


Billy Rey and partner in usual 
routine of ball and hoop juggling, 
with partner supplying comedy re- 
lief. Rey is quite personable and 
dances nicely for a finish. 


Leslie Sarony, now famous as 
writer of ‘Rhymes,’ ‘Ain’t It Grand 
to Be Blooming Well Dead,’ and 
other ditties, follows. They are kind 
to songwriters around here. Sarony 
also exits with comedy dance. 

Lucienne and Achour, French 
youngsters, although not juveniles, 
as programmed, open with a comedy 
waltz idea inspired by Lowe; 
Bernoff and Wensley, and a couple 
of comedy dances, including the old 
standby apache dance, with differ- 
ence being the man taking the 
socks. Act scored splendidly. 

Scott Sanders, with his ‘Old Ac- 
tor’ and ‘Knife Grinder’ classics, 
with plenty topical gags, was a 
laughing hit. 

Maggie Teyte, once famous oper- 
atic and concert star, headlining, did 
not mean much on entry. Mild im- 
pression. 

The Act Superb, man and woman, 
two setter dogs and white horse, in 
poses, looks very much like a for- 
mer American standard, under the 
title of ‘The Act Beautiful.’ Here it 
is presented by Tom de Gray. Was 
well liked, and understood staging 
comeback after three years’ retire- 
ment. 

Lee Donn, husband and formerly 
pianist to Sybil Vane as Leon 
Domque, puts over a straight piano 
act to good results. Donn is now a 
standard act here, 

Novelty on bill are Sensational 
Carlo Medini Six, South American 
gauchos, who go through a series of 
marvelous hand-to-hand balancing 
and some fine passes. Highlights of 
act are boy and girl, who do some 
clever leaps in the air. 

Scott and Whaley, couple of co'< 
ored comics, have been around here 
for many years and have been away 
from home too long to offer any- 
thing original. 

To be in fashion, Clarkson Rose 
has been installed as Compere. Rose 
is an old-time ‘dame’ comedian, and 
what he does not know about com- 
pereing would fill a Webster’s Dic- 
tionary. Hank the Mule, who works 
with Rose, is responsible for any of 
the laughs that accrue. It is time 
English managements realized that 
compereing is an intelligent job and 
cannot be done by any red-nosed 
comic, even if he substitutes eve- 
ning dress for red nose. 

Four dancing acts following each 
other, theatre still dismal and 
dreary, are two most important det- 
rimentals, and that’s not all. 

Bill cost around $3,600, which in- 
cludes extra pit orchestra, with Eddie 
Collis as singing conductor. Ad- 
mission prices range from 20 cents 
to 80 cents, a little too high, consid- 
ering some West End houses are 
charging the same. Unless man- 
agement makes up its mind to give 
better and more varied programs 
and brighten the place up a good 
deal, outcome much in doubt. 


LOEW’S VALENCIA 


This only deluxer on the south 
shore of Long Island is drawing 
with big vaude names and some 


good films. Cheap parking space 
draws those with cars. 
At the first show Friday (21) 


house was almost filled with high 
school kids who usually take Fri- 
day afternoons off to see the show. 
Five acts and ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par). 

Joe Stoves opened at the organ 
for some community singing which 
is becoming ordinary. Dave Jones 
and Peggy, plus two good looking 
girls and a boy who does:a Bill 
Robinson in a slightly different 
fashion, started the vaude at a 
good pace, Carr Brothers and Betty 
swell No, 2. Their burlesq acro- 
batics made them solid on applause, 

Irene Rich got deserved apprecia- 
tion. Unlike many screen names 
Miss Rich gives a good account of 
herself in a sketch. She is charm- 
ing and her clothes are stunning. 
Went to a speech. Ben Alley sings 
well, uses a mike, and Charlie 
Ahearn’s troupe closed with their 
noise and slapstick, It still gets 
jlaughs 
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eoder. October 
STATE, N. Y. 


state this week has both screen 
stage show in happy accord, 
of those occasional lucky con- 
ctions that happen only too sel- 
fom, a picture that piques interest 

4 a supplemental entertainment 
od works out at a maximum of 

te material. Feature 1s ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ (Par, Chevalier) and the 
pill contains a compact five-act 
jineup that plays better than it 
yeads. 

-Answer Was capacity Friday eve- 

ng at the opening and an audi- 

ce that gave generous testimony 
to its satisfaction. 

Con Colleano made a trim opener 
‘grith his wire-walking act that is 

e acme of clean-cut specialty. 
The Spanish athlete of the strand 

kes a graceful figure, and his 
lancing without any aid would be 
tacular enough alone. Intricate 
dance steps on the slender support 

d gymnast feats that usually are 
confined to a mat give it the ultra 

uch. Nice-looking girl helps to 
dress the stage. 

Frank and Peter Trado, No. 2, 

ve that often slighted spot the 
gupport it deserves but doesn’t al- 
ways get. Two boys are first rate 
pgong-and-dance salesmeen, with 
enough on the straight side to get 
them past. A vigorous comedy 
knack is added to the excellence 
of their specialty. Use of time-worn 
devices is confining them to early 
placements, however, notably the 
invisible person business that be- 
longs to burlesque and the tangled 
talk routine that ought to be the 
mark of dialect parody singers and 
not modern comedians. They did 
well here, and should do better with 
a shrewder arrangement of their 
laugh promotions. Their present 
two-high gag makes a pip of a 
finale. 

Molly Picon, back from her world 
tour, probably represented some- 
thing on the marquee and certainly 
meant a lot to the excellent pattern 
of the performance. This diminu- 
tive recruit from the foreign theatre 
of New York is as ever a fine artist 
for any theatre. She brings a new 
repertoire of numbers and a stage 
manner broadened by her travels. 

She works with the same old sim- 
ple directness, walking on without 
flourish and parade, and appearing 
to get as much enjoyment out of 
her. performance as_ she_ gives. 
Opens with a comedy lyric reflect- 
ing what she thinks of various audi- 
ence types. Caricature of a Yiddish 
woman in a doctor’s office is a 
comic impression. ‘Rhapsody of a 
Woiking Goil’ is a brisk delineation 
and a song oddity she says she 
picked up in Rumania on her travels 
makes the finish. Latter might 
have come out of the Chauve Souris, 
likable as a novelty, but scarcely 
strong enough for the getaway. 
She needs a sock finish now. The 
rest of the song cycle does very 
well indeed. 

Bob Murphy took the next-to-shut 
assignment and held it down, thanks 
largely to the antics of the boy, 
clowning pianist act framing up on 
the Buster West layout. Bob's 
daughter contribytes mildly, and 
Murphy pere pervades the turn with 
restrained comedy comments, being 
more moderate in this respect than 
most parents, who usually want to 
command the situation to the detri- 
ment of returns. Youngsters get no 
lobby billing at this stand, perhaps 
because all the stage show billing is 
sparse in deference to the Chevalier 
feature, 

Will Osborne and his band hold 
the closing niche, devoted to the 
roughest of rowdy clowning, varied 
by a wide range of musical num- 
bers from straightaway orchestra- 
tions to syncopated roughhouse and 
lowdown. Outfit banks on speed, 
and makes it serve for a comedy 
high spot on any bill, particularly 
useful for a final spot. Series of 
burlesque radio impersonations in 
the early running is first rate, one 
of the bandsmen doing a nifty Cal- 
loway bit. 

Osborne’s use of ‘Shanty’ was an 
anti-climax right after Murphy had 
done the same number, latter with 
a good gag concealed in its other- 
wise straight rendering. Murphy 
has to change the original line only 
a little to make it ‘I'd give up the 
Palace if I were King, King and 
King.’ It sailed high at the State, 
but it’s a darb nevertheless. 

Push. 





Golden Gate, Frisco 

San Francisco, Oct. 21. 
With ‘All-American’ (Par) on 
screen RKO has gone football-con- 
scious, setting aside separate nights 
for the half dozen colleges situated 
in the Bay district and plugging 
personal appearances from those in- 
stitutions. Additionally, one of the 
acts is the University of San Fran- 
eisco glee club (25) booked at a low 


price and probably paying for it- 
self. 

Glee club was pretty rough at 
opening mat, lacking the ease that 


should come with few more shows. 
Catholic U bunch directed by Fred 
Brewn. Latter centributes ‘One 
Alone’ as tenor solo for punch of 
act. Singers are grouped in semi- 
circle on full stage, with piano in 
center. OQOutfits—white shirts and 


25, 1932 











blue pants—not uniform, with here 
and there a brown pair of pants 
showing. Repertoire 
usual type of college songs, includ- 
irg a medley of football tunes and a 
bow to pop music. 

Walter Nilsson holds next to shut 


dicapped by small space and or- 
San music for bows and a chaser 
while Horace Heidt’s 
from pit to stage. Despite these 
cyclist drew best laughs of show. 

Wilmot, Peters and Co. open, hav- 
ing as a highlight comic hula dance 
that followed a legit Hawaiian wig- 
gle by shapely gal. Their hoofing 
is far superior to the opening gags. 

Light and Stever deuce, latter 
baritoning a group of pop tunes, 
with Light doing one piano solo 
and accompanying. In the trey spot 
Emery Sisters swapped a few 
chestnuts, warbled a tune or two 
and swiped two encores and as 
many bows. 

Heidt’s band (16) in its 13th week 
does one swell number, ‘Dark Eyes,’ 
with a semi-Bolero background. 
Plenty sweet arrangement and 
novel light effects worked by bands- 
men combine in selling it smartly. 
Three other tunes include a repeat 
on a drinking song, ‘Donna Clara,’ 
with Heidt singing it in English, 
Spanish and German, and later kid- 
ding his own voice, and a football 
sequence. In two of the numbers is 
Verna Gordon, who is no great 
shakes as a hoofer. Bock. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 20. 


Names plus plenty of comedy and 
dancing make this bill a box office 
stand-out. There’s not a weak sis- 
ter among the five acts and four 
rate top notch. ‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood,’ (Radio) on the screen isn't 
to be sneezed at, either. 


Dorothy Lee is the screen name 
while Yorke and King carry plenty 
of weight with vaudeville fans. Add 
Cherry and June Preisser and the 
Wiest and Stanton revue for good 
entertainment measure and you 
have a dandy four-bits’ worth. 

Felovis, juggler, opens satisfac- 
torily. The act follows’ routine 
lines and the performer goes about 
his task in a workmanlke fashion 
without attempting many comedy 
effects, but his feats are sufficiently 
difficult to provoke audience ap- 
plause. He does nifty stunts with 
three sticks and a small rubber 
ball. 


Returning for their second visit, 
Cherry and June Preisser repeat the 
highly favorable initial impression 
and provea strong act for the deuce 
spot. If the diminutive June is not 
a great bet for a Broadway revue 
or floor show, one reporter misses 
his bet entirely. The blonde young- 
ster has looks, personality and cute- 
ness, coupled with dancing ability 
and comedic talent. Her sister also 
has a world of good looks. Their 
hot dance numbers in abbreviated 
costumes land with a bang. June 
also scores with a comedy song. 


Wiest and Stanton have the as- 
sistance of a trio of feminine look- 
ers and another young man in their 
melange of comedy skits, singing 
and dancing. The ‘St. James In- 
firmary’ number is the turn’s piece- 
de-resistance and a welcome repeat, 
liked as well as on previous visits. 
There are plenty of broad touches 
in some of the episodes, including 
that of the two men making a play 
for a couple of dames, reminiscent 
of burlesque. A travesty on radio 
stars is fairly effective. A dazzling 
blonde sports some eye-arresting 
costumes during the dancing. A 
brunette, who also is easy on the 
eyes, contributes acrobatic dancing 
and high kicking. 

Dorothy Lee, with a young man, 
does some song and dance numbers 
from pictures in which she has ap- 
peared. She is good to look at with 
her trim figure and pretty face, but 
she has little to offer for vaudeville 
outside of the fan interest in a 
screen personality. Minus the ex- 
ceptional entertainment surround- 
ings of Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
with whom she last appeared in 
Minneapolis, she has rather tough 
going and the act seems poorly 
placed in the difficult next-to-shut 
spot, although the bill’s strength 
generally offsets this deficiency. 
She dances much better than she 
sings. Incidentally, the use 
mike might help to make the sing- 
ing more acceptable. In a tight 
| clinging rose-colored gown that re- 
| veals much and later in a scanty 
| costume that brings her forth bare- 
| legged, she holds optic attention. 
Her jazz dance goes best, but audi- 
ence response at the finish is mild. 

Yorke & King, offering some new 





old sure-fire funmaking that bears 
repetition, are a smash hit as usual. 
The two youngsters again contrib- 





ing considerable inherited comedy 


skill. 


with his unicycle work, being han- | 


band moves| 





despite the general flabbiness of the | 
vaude show. That weakness will} 
likely be remedied by the switching | 
of the running order and the pos- | 


sible replacement of an act. The | 
continued strength of vaude at this | 
house and its payment of heavy | 


dividends at the boxoffice reflects | 
the sincere conscientiousness with 
which this house is booked and the 
vaude show pampered. 

At the first performance this 
show was loose for the first three 
acts, and it was only the last two, 
Fortunello and Cirillino, next to 
closing, and the Mills boys, just be- 
fore the picture, that saved the bill 
from being a complete washout. 

In the opening was a skating 
turn, Three Olympics, small-timey 
combination. Stunts are ordinary, 
but manage to get by. What hurts 
them more than anything else is 
the poor music. Especially needed 
is waltz time for that intricate 
weaving skating bit. 

Irving O’Dunne deuced with ‘and 
company’ a femme partner, but was 
later replaced by Roy Rogers. 

Stone and Gibbons is a six-person 
dancing act comprising a mixed 
specialty team and four girls. Noth- 
ing new in the act, and it gets by 
mainly on bulk and its music. Sin- 
gle outstanding item is the man’s 
split work, but he tends to overdo 
it. The lady contributes flip-flops. 

Fortunello and Cirollino went big. 
Mills Bros. closed and could have 
stayed on all day. They sang three 
songs for an act and three more for 


an encore, and then it wasn't 
enough. 


‘Strange Justice’ (Radio) feature. 
Pathe review and Pathe news com- 
pleted. Business excellent. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 

Fourth week of the RKO in its 
new policy of straight pictures got 
away to a fair start with a benefit 
for the Motion Picture Relief fund 
on the opening of Radio’s ‘Bill of 
Divorcement.’ Benefit looked great 
on paper, but wound up with reverse 
English with only the balcony sell- 
ing. Most of downstairs was paper. 
Lack of picture stars at the opening 
was blamed on the U. S. C.-Stan- 
ford game in Frisco on Saturday, 
and the opening of the Palm Springs 
season with most of the’ picture 
names hitting out for those spots 
on opening night (Friday). Picture 
industry in general failed to respond 
to the charity cause. However, as 
the relief fund has staged several 
gags recently, including the Pageant 
at the Olympic Stadium, possibili- 
ties are that the industry is soured 
on giving. 

Premier got away to a poor start 





with ‘Sham Poo the Magician,’ a 
Radio two-reel comedy. Minus 
laughs, it was a dull thud. Pathe 


weekly followed. Mickey Mouse 
‘cartoon next, which livened things 
up a bit, but was offset by the 
Radio studio orchestra, which fol- 
lowed. Combo is a 50-piece orches- 
tra used at the studio for syncing 
pictures. Lacking showmanship 
and playing excerpts from musical 
scores of Radio pictures it meant 
nothing. If an orchestra had to be 
on the stage, a hot combination 
was necessary, due to the theme of 
the feature. Finale of the orchestra 
had a 24-voice Hawaiian chorus 
singing one num. from ‘Bird of 
Paradise.’ No sock to this with the 
number urging little more than po- 
lite applause. Max Steiner con- 
ducted in a musicianly fashion, but 
lacked the stick waving hoorah nec- 
essary to impress picture house 
audiences, 

Entire premier was a studio idea. 
It merited consideration, but after 
slight thought should have been 
dropped in favor of a grind open- 
ing. 

Future of the RKO, for years a 
grind vaudefilm house, is still in the 
air. Whether or not it will stay out 
of the red with straight pictures is 





of a} 


yet to be proved. With proper prod- 
uct it may be a profitable switch; 
|}however with Universal, Columbia 
and Radio product to draw from, it’s 
goine to have a battle. all 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 20. 
Plenty of talent on this week’s 


| bill, including several new acts that 
| show promise with more develop- 


| two-act. 
has m.c.’d all over the coast and is | 


ute to the act, the boy demonstrat- | 


Like all Yorke & King offer- | 


| ings, this one has its full quota of | 


|rough stuff, slapstick and broad- 
ness. With Miss King 
red tights, the act sets a fast com- 
edy pace from the very outset. The 
sleigh ride comedy bit gets pretty 
raw in spots, but somehow is not 
objectionable as this pair do it. 
Pathe News, besides the feature, 
on the screen. A good-sized house 
iat the late evening show. Rees. 


| The 
in flaming | 
ian 


. sae | a : * “‘ 
hokum and clowning in addition to | dles the assignment nicely. 


ing. Charles Irwin is m.c., and han- 
another m.c. in the show this week, 
tut he’s teamed with a chap for a 
He’s Billy Snyder, who 


now displaying his ability through 
a new channel. 

Oslow troupe of acrobats opens. 
four males and two femmes 
offer a lot of tricky stuff and have 
unusual finish, with two of the 
outfit holding a huge trapeze, from 
which is suspended one of the men. 
Latter does a foot catch of a chap 


|; catapulted from a springboard. It 


makes the customers sit up and 
| take notice. 
Eva Olivotti, late of radio, is in 


i 


There's | 


dances a bit, and Brooks plays a 
sax, It's good comedy and gets; 
over nicely. 

Six Royal Samoans are from the 
‘Rain’ prolog at Grauman’s Chinese. 
Five men and a girl, all natives, 
are instrumentalists and dancers, 
with girl and one man featuring a 
couple of hot hula routines. A 
hatchet dance by the men is intri- 
cate, 

Irwin on next for his customary 
patter and gagging, and then into 
the close with a local girl band act 
titled Ken Becker and his Holly- 
wood Sweethearts. There are 15 
clever femme musicians in the out- 
fit, with Becker handling the baton 
and clowning in one scene. Girls 
are proficient on various instru- 
ments; there are a couple of good 
hoofers and plenty of specialty 
workers, so that it’s pleasing diver- 
sion, although just a break-in. Per- 
sonnel is from the Wurlitzer music 
store class. A little more experience 
and the outfit ought to click. 

‘Successful Calamity’ (WB), U 
news and adventure short on screen. 
Business above normal at opening 
mat. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Serge Oukrainsky, former ballet 
master of the defunct Civic Opera, 
stepped over for a week to produce 
‘Dance of the Hours’ and a ‘Sew- 
ing Box’ ballet. Both were attrac- 
tive productions. For the rest it 
was a yaudeville show. 


Joseph Griffin was back to tenor 
a pair of ballads before the drapes. 
Ben Omar, Arabian tumbler, pro- 
voked enthusiasm with his speed. 
Joe and Jane McKenna blew up the 
final remnants of restraint with 
their second knockabout specialty 
following their first hoke session. 
They are deluxe slapstickers. Aux- 
iliary spasms were sprung by the 
Four Ortons, or, more precisely, by 
the Orton with the comedy duck. 


All of these turns were ‘sight’ 
acts depending not at all on dialog. 
Talking acts are rare at the Chi- 
cago, and wisely so. It’s a tough 
house for gab. 


Business was better than on an 
ordinary Friday. It happened to be 
‘State Street Day,’ a _ shoppers’ 
stampede in which Balaban & Katz 
was prominently identified. The 
picture, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) was 
so heavily laden with radio names 
that there was hardly room outside 
the theatre to get all the billing up. 
Undoubtedly curiosity to view ether 
favorites had much to do with trade. 


Land, 
ACADEMY, N. Y. 
‘Phantom President’ (Par), on 


screen, will draw whatever comes 
into the nouse this week, not the 
vaudeville. There wasn’t much 
bulging of the box office Saturday 
afternoon, with plenty of seats 
around upstairs and down. And 
probably when word gets around 
about the stage show, lure will be 
less. 


While there are a couple of stand- 
ard acts on the show, in its en- 
tirety the vaude portion is a slow, 
ill-blended affair which never seems 
to get started right. 

Miacahua, wire performer, opens. 
Very circusy in presentation and 
anything but graceful on the steel 
strand, Miacahua had a difficult 
time arousing audience interest Sat- 
urday afternoon. She found the 
crowd cold at the start and Henry 
Tobias and orchestra (New Acts) 
found it just as stiff at the finish. 

The Caits Broas., clever dancers, 
knuckled down to 10 minutes, on 
second, and, while their tap routines 
reflected the same fine technique, 
the boys did not seem in best fet- 
tle, most all of the comedy missing 
entirely. 


Third on show Keller Sisters and 
Lynch who went down to almost 
ignominious defeat after three trio 
numbers and a single. They’re an- 
nounced through amplifiers as a 
WOR attraction and almost always 
play to better effect than on this 
poorly blended show. 

No one seemed to care much, in- 
cluding Keller Sisters and Lynch, 
seeing the way the show stacked 
up as a whole, but Walter ‘Dare’ 
Wahl tried to force a larger hand 
| through an encore. He found the 
j}hand then was even milder than 
|before, despite the cleverness of 
some of the acrobatic mixup work 
lin his routine. On his encore Wahl 
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HIPP, BALTIMORE _| t2¢ deuce spot and warbies a quar MET., B’KLYN 
tet of pop and semi-heavy numbers, 
includes the Baltimore, Oct. 21. displaying a pleasing soprano voice Brooklyn, Oct. 21. 

It appears that this house is on| For an encore she did a comedy | Rather disappointing that far- 
its way to another high gross mark | "Umber in Italian. | from-capacity representation on the 
currently with the Mills Bros. head- Trey spot allotted to Snyder and/|last performan ii of the opening 
lining. Business started out pow-| his partner, Brooks. They do a lot day. Certainly it couldn't have 
erfully at the first show Friday,| of wisecracking, Snyder sings and been attributed to a lack of names 


to conjure with on the stage 
There was Dorothy 
the more ingratiating picture per- 
sonalities with still more 1 ing 
appeal in the flesh and a bright 
spark of talent for the 
There was Benny Rubi! with 
everything but an ether rep, to pro- 
vide the laugh _ interludes and, 
above all, there was the now svelte 
Paul Whiteman and his latest re- 
vised entourage. 

As presented here the stage pro- 
ceedings constituted two acts. 
Opening brought Dorothy Jordan 
and a foursome of ballroom togged 
lads for a terp fantasy that sud- 
denly swung intc a patter exchange 
between the screen miss and Rubin, 
Most of the humor attempted dur- 
ing this tete-a-tete not only missed 
fire, but seemed misplaced. As a 
feed Miss Jordan makes a corking 
little ingenue for romantic clinches. 
But the gags that Rubin framed 
between them could not have helped 
her much, particularly that runoff 
titbit about calling him ‘ham.’ 


That line registered flatly and 
took something of an edge off the 
strong impression she had made 
with her lithesome and eye-filling 
dance routine. Not only that, but 
it deprived her of a real parting 
ovation, and one that was assuredly 
coming to her. It wouldn't be a bad 
idea were Rubin to chuck that ‘ham’ 
gag and replace it with something 
more appropriate to the Jordan per- 
sonality. 

Rubin followed up her departure 
with a monolog that didn’t do much 
damage to the midriffs out front, 
but the ennui was quickly dispelled 
when the comic limbered up the 
old ankles and dashed off a sample 
of the Rubinesque style of buck- 
wingery. Until he acquitted him- 
self later, and brilliantly so, in the 
Whiteman passage the impression 
garnered that the Benny Rubin who 


Jorda? one of 


footlights 


doing a personal appearance. 

As a_e stage presentation the 
Whiteman exhibit unveiled here 
seemed to lack the zest, the punch 
and all-around scintillating enter- 
tainment of the show he toured ear- 
lier in the year. Not that the White- 
man flair for showmanship plus and 
keeping a step or two ahead of the 
parade had been dimmed an iota. 
But Irene Taylor with that smash 
little comer, Peggy Healy, fail to 
make up for the missing Mildred 
Bailey. Same applies to the hoofing 
department. Smart little novelty 
those dusky ‘Lindy Hoppers’ now 
with him, but they don’t by a long 
shot make up for the rounded ar- 
tistry and enticing spectacle con- 
tributed by the Dancing Shelbys. 

Regardless of the comparisons, 
the magic Whiteman touch finds 
itself in evidence throughout the 
present version. And the mob at 
this Friday evening performance 
accorded each item one _ rousing 
welcome after another. Numbers 
were adroitly routined, and the pac- 
ing was as smooth as a Roy Pargy 
tintanbulation over the ivories. 

Jack Fulton, ‘Red’ McKenzie, Ra- 
mona and Irene Taylor each piled 
up hefty votes of approval, with the 
first and last forced back for a cou- 
ple of encores. Irene Taylor is the 
recent recruit from Chicago, who 
started to hit her stride as a mike 
moaner after a nip-and-tuck ca- 
reer over NBC’s WENR while with 


the Charlie Agnew combo at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel. Girl has 
been coming along from the style 


angle much more impressively since 


joining the Whiteman retinue. No- 
ticeable improvemeit, particularly, 
in her enunciation and ease with 


which she handles the higher notes. 

But the standout bit of promising 
material among the newcomers is 
Peggy Healy. Looks, figure, per- 
sonality and a sock talent for 
knocking off a fast number. Ap- 
pearance here was her first on any 
stage, and the way they took to her 
at this session must have surprised 
even Whiteman. Girl has lots of 
awkward manners to overcome, but 
experience and further training will 
easily take care of that. 

Quartet got over sprucely with a 
neatly-staged comedy, Zingatore 
tore off one of his sizzling banjo 
solos, and the ‘Lindy Hoppers,’ 
mixed team from Harlem, spread 
enough fantastic rhythm to bring 
the proceedings to a fast finish. 

Rubin’s two spasms during 
Whiteman act were deftly inserted 
and drew big on laughs and ap- 
plause. Second entry for Rubin re- 
vealed the comic’s resourcefulness 
at its best. With the quartet in 
support, Rubin did a comedy num- 
ber overtoned by a Hebrew chant 
that landed solidly with his audi- 





essayed some talk . His forte being 
|} pantomime, the talk proved a han- | 
| dicap. 
The Tobias band is one of the| 
|; weakest ever seen down here. It | 
jlacks pep, syncopation, verve and in| 
Tobias a leader whose voice has 
|} little appeal. Tobias carries a spe- 
cialty dancer, Edna Lee, who's be- 


llow the average. Band did 17 min- 
utes, too long considering what it 
has to offer. Char. 


ence, and then proceeded to polish 


off the warbling fray with a ‘ge- 
i zazka’ bit that made the sendoff 
unanimous. 

Of the combo'’s orchestras the 
‘Dark Eyes’ number was a gem. 
Entire stage show ran four minutes 
over the hour, 

Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA), a 
newsreel and a Charlie Chase sub- 
| ject, ‘Ironsides,’ comprises the film 
fare for the week. Odec. 


used to do a vaudeville act was nowrs, 
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FHA HOUSE REVIEWS 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 21. 

Good components ought a good 
show to make, but they don’t always. 
They don’t this week at the Par, 
Plenty of material and with the film 
‘All American’ (U) will build to a 
nice gross for the week, but the 
stage end just doesn’t blend. 


Maybe it’s Boris Petroff's fault 
and maybe it isn’t. He staged the 
thing and to him goes the bouquet, 


such as it is. But quite possible 
that he didn’t know who was going 
into the show until the last minute, 

Most dubious element is how the 
headline turn, Guy Lombardo and 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 21. 


Although the Roxy new-must play 
to a larger volume of customers to 
get the same amount of coin into 
its box office, likelihood this week 
is it will do its best business in 
several weeks. ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
(Fox) offers enough of a ture, plus 
Warner Baxter’s name, to bring 
above average money into house re- 
gardless of how picture stacks up 
as entertainment. It’s a fantastic 





idea in film making bringing back 
to life for six hours a man who's 
experienced death and knows he 
must die again. 





band, is treated. Rubinoff starts 
the show off with one of his usual 
ecalisthenic affairs called ‘Strauss 
Melodies.’ And Lombardo’'s 10 mu- 


sicians are asked to close the same 
show. It’s not a matter of compar- 
ing bands, but leading from a large 
symphonic troupe like Rubinoff's to 
a smaller body (in numbers) such 
as Lombardo’s, is simply not cricket: 
Seems as though for this week the 
Rubinoff troupe might have been 
soft pedaled, at least for spotlight 
purposes. 

Rest of the show seems equally 
one of those things. Looks almost 
as though whoever comes first grabs 
the stage first. 

Line of girls opens in a rhumba 
number for no logical reason, with 
that leading directly into the spe- 
cialty dance by Harry and Dorothy 
Dixon. Miss Dixon is a swell per- 
former with a fine sense of humor 
and got her point over nicely. 

Rae Samuels follows in ‘one’ for a 
couple songs, doing her regular 
vaude routine. Jesse Crawfords 
now take up the center of a fuil 
stage arrangement for their organ 
episode, toward the end of which 
the girls romp out for a fair to mid- 
dling routine, with Vercell and Sen- } 
net in a toe dance finishing. 

Back to ‘one’ again for the Ritz 
Brothers, who are funnier® than 
usual, and into the Lombardo act. 
Good as the Ritz’s are, they are 
stymied by the knowledge that they 
are taking up time between the full 
stage appearances of the two Craw- 
fords and the Lombardo band. 

The band is exceptionally fine. 
T’'s sweet and quiet music, as 
against the usual brash of many 
stage name bands, and the mob here 
loved every minute of it. Only five 
numbers given, which perhaps is 
just as well, though the applause 
continued until the trailers, follow- 
ing, were well started. Kauf, 





Paramount, Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 20. 

Colorful and fast-moving is this 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Veils’ unit, with 
all of the acts having something, 
while the settings stand out, not so 
much for elaborateness as for taste 
and yet flash. This production is 
‘by Fanchon’ and her delicate touch 
is seen in its staging. 

‘Veils’ marks return of stage 
shows to Seattle, out the past month 
on account of delay in opening this 
house, due to, musician scale ad- 
justment. The stage shows form- 
erly were at the Fifth avenue, also 
a Fox West Coast house. The Par- 
amount has been dark since last 
April when double feature policy 
proved a washout. No flesh shows 
here. for about a year. 

Truth is this house has been on 
a spot since it opened in 1929. At 
times it got the biz, but not con- 
sistently. The nut is high, prob- 
ably around $12,000. 

Frank L. Newman, div. mer., an- 
nounces it is his determination to 
elevate the Paramount, largest in 
the N. W., to de luxe status, 

He has made a good start. Jules 
Buffano heads 30 piece symphony | 
band, with 18 of the group working 
for the stage show. Real artists 
in this layout. Gaylord Carter is at: 
the organ, and his work, too, was) 
to the likings of the audience. Pic- 
ture feature is ‘Six Hours to Live’: 
(Fox) with shorts filling out bal- 
anced entertainment. 

In response to Mayor Dore’s plea 
for ‘prosperity’ and more employ- 
ment for Seattle, Newman made the, 
anouncement during ‘Gala’ week 
that the Paramount would open. 
Also that would take a high place 
among the cinema palaces of all 
time. Frank Newman, Jr., is house 
manager. 

Zelda Santley heads the stage 
show. Her impersonations of famed’ 
movie stars are the standout. This 
miss is also mistress of ceremonies, 
seling the acts okay. She got the 
biggest applause, however, in a play 
on words. 

Edna Errico was liked as the 
@erch singer, espectally in her song, 
“Shine. . Very clever proved little 
Merna Fortune, who was a sensa- 
tion in her contortion dance, This 
miss works so fast in most diffi- 
cult body-twists that it looks easy. 
None better, for the usual agony is 
missing. 

Madeline Schmidt is announced as 
‘school girl prima donna’ and her 
voice was used to good purpose as 
harmony background to much of the 
action. A blonde, who danced a 
nice routine, joined up with them 
for a windup as a musical trio. The 
line girls were exceedingly well 
dressed at all times. 

Conrad's Piegons was a nifty act. 

Finale was a bridal affair, with 
lots of flash in setting for a wedding 


It is difficult to sense what the 
public reaction to this sort of idea 
may be, but chances are the title, 
even if some fans figure it has to 
do with a death sentence, will en- 
tice. Fox has done numerous stories 
lately that must be pegged as dif- 
ferent even if they haven't been 
b.o. successes. This is another, but 
its commercial value is more a 
guess than the others. 

Strictly from the mob’s viewpoint, 
this week’s Roxy show is far from 
tops. Whatever reaction to film 
may be, the stage show cannot fail 
to fall a little below the estimation 
of some in the memory of Roxy 
regulars. 

The house is as different in its 
operation now as its grosses when 
compared to former days. Stage 
show is in one piece though chang- 
ing in sets, which gives the pro- 
gram makeup much closer similar- 
ity to that of the Paramount and 
Capitol. 

If anything, house is getting 
closer to the Paramount system of 
program building than to the Capi- 
tol, and with Frank Cambria here 
staging the units, that Publix touch 


parent, 
This week Cambria calls his show 
‘On to Rio,’ It’s the sort of thing 


‘Cambria likes to do and usually 


does better than he has on this 
occasion when lack of talent is 
tholding him back a little. Probably 
working under a confined budget 
and' trying to keep the Roxy stage 
filled is one of Cambria’s handicaps. 
Two interludes in unit stand out. 
They are Hal Menken, doing a very 
clever miniature stair dance and a 
stanza in which three unbilled men 
do impersonations of radio favs. un- 
der novel circumstances. The few 


fMaughs on the show come from the 


radio portion and mainly from 
some gagged-up announcing. 

This occurs in the first part of 
the unit, locale of which is a Rio 
de Janeiro cabaret. When the radio 
impersonations. are brought on to 
wind it up; a scrim drop represent- 
ing the front of a radio is brought 
into view. It’s an effective. way of 
presenting the impersonations, 

Up to that point the Roxy en- 
semble, the Eight Albertina Rasch 


the cabaret atmosphere but score 
no goals. The Rasch girls. are on 
for a very brief spell, Miss Kaz top- 
ping in a sort of Spanish snake- 
hips with a tambourine. Miss Kaz, 
strictly eccentric in her type of 
dancing, does another number at the 
close that serves her better on au- 
dience reaction. 

Part three of stage presentation 
is labelled ‘Home’ and brings forth 
a covered wagon scene, with the 
rear end of a few wagons practical. 
It’s led off by Paul Ravell and the 
male singing ensemble, Rasch girls 
topping and Menken following. A 
single bit by one of the Rasch octet 
could have stood. better buildup. 

The Roxyettes work in two be- 
tween the fullstage sets in a tango 
moderne and later on, on their sec- 
ond assignment, as Argentine 
senors. Theirs are the conventional 
routines, but the fine precision that 
crowned their efforts in the past 
seems to be partly missing. In their 
first number particularly Friday 
night, many of the girls were badly 
cut of line. 

House finds raom. currently for 
a short, ‘King Neptune’ (UA), a 
Silly Symphony in color, that’s a 
bright spot on an otherwise spotty 
show, plus F-M: News. Business 
better, than usual Friday night. 

Char 





MASTBAUM 
Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 


on second week of this re-opened 
theatre. Plenty of big stage names, 
including Joe BE. Brown, who holds 
the record for smashing attendance 
here a year ago. Phil Baker, Ta- 
mara, ‘Harry McNaughton, also on 
hand; Patricia Bowman and a bal- 
let of 32 and Yasha Bunchuk as 
guest conductor of orchestra of 75. 
Milton Charles a regular feature at 


the organ, always popular. ‘One 
Way Passage’ (Warner's) ta the 
feature. 


Baker comes on cold announcing 
himself at the mike before the cur- 
tain. Most of his chatter came 
slower than usual and he seems to 
be resting on his laurels, the stooge 
stuff having nothing new and the 
skits being pretty mild. Harry Mc- 
Naughton acts as straight for a 
few minutes and then the Kikutas, 
a Japanese juggling and balancing 
team, put on an act that is really 
food. 

Baker calls on Tamara next and 
this good looking girl comes out 
on the forward platform to sing a 





motit. Trepp. 


few songs, accompanied by Baker 


ad 


he knows so well ‘is frequently ap- |: 


Girls and Asya Kap contribute to} 


Afternoon housé looked very good. 


Bowman and her ballet really: give 


ber.’ Set is a hHeautiful silver tree 


effect with Mastbaum girls doing: 


the intreductory ballet work, Miss 
Bowman scores With her sylph-like 
figure and graceful evolutions, and 
gets top of the bill. 

Joe’ KE. Brown on next with a 
repetition of some of his favorite 
stories, after which. he figures. in 
a number of skits: with Baker and 
McNaughton. Still very popular 
and he can always count on a warm 
reception here. 

Yasha Bunchuk, guiding the or- 
chestra, selected ‘Through the 
Opera Glass,’ a medley of classic 
airs which gave him full oppor- 
tunity to show some range in tone 
and tempo, qualities which had 
previously been overlooked. Very 
big response. 

Milton Charles plays ‘Masquerade’ 
as a request number and then gets 
his singing class into action for the 
first time in many weeks. He was 
also given a nice reception. 

Waters. 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 19. 
Rosetta Duncan was given a full 
half hour on the bill this week, and 
she was in action all of the 30 min- 
utes with the exception of a brief 
space given to her, pianist while she 


rubbed on the burnt cork for the 
Topsy half of the act. Miss Dun- 
can’'s spot was between acts of the 
Fanchon & Marco “Town and Coun- 
try unit,’ and there were times when 


‘the customers seg@med anxious for 
the other numbers to come on. 


dressed and the 
scenic effects nicely worked out, the 
finale, ‘Singing in the Rain,’ with 
real water, neha, ee the finish of 
the picture, ‘Hollywood Revue,’ get- 
ting a big hand. |, 

Show opened with 12 dancing girls 
doing a novelty basketball number 
on a collegé campus set, very pretty. 
A skipping rope bit followed, with 
the ropes aglow with lights on a 
darkened stage. Niles March, fe- 
male impersonator, with blonde wig 
and striking gowns, followed. He 
burlesqued his stuff and got by 
nicely. A jockey dance brought the 
girls out again; and they jumped 
over low hurdles and pranced 
around in the regular routine. 


Next came the Brox . Sisters, 
blonde-brunette-red, in ‘Dinah’ and 
an impersonation of Marline Diet- 
rich singing ‘Falling in Love Again.’ 
They were an eyeful. with their 
white silk hats and.much-exposed 
blue garters. Novak and Fay, com- 
edy acrobats, held the next spot, 
followed by Miss Duncan. 


She opened with a short introduc- 
tory bit and then gave her burlesque |: 
‘Queen of the May.’ The accom- 
panist was given several minutes 
here while Miss Duncan got into her 
Topsy character, but she was quick- 
ly back in blackface. Here it was 
that the audience failed to respond. 


Closing scene showed a penthouse 
with striking skyline and the girls, 
with Bette and Dorthy Lewis, offer- 
ing a hot tap routine. This was the 
most elaborate of the sets. 

Feature picture, ‘Phantom of 
Crestwood’ (Radio), together with 
news, comedy and trailers for 
‘Irene,’ next stage show, completed 
the bill. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO. 


Toronto, Oct. 21. 


Theme of current Imperial show 
is behind-the-scenes activity of a 
broadcasting company’s studio. 
Means that radio listeners can stay 
home this week and play with the 
dials in that the members of. the 
east in this stage idea are simply 
doing imitations of the big names. 
Either way, it’s synthetic entertain- 
ment and indicates the power of the 
boys in the control room in getting 
the desired effect. Significant that 
major audience response went to 
Tony Pagliacci, kid warbler, who 
dispensed with the mike entirely 
for the only show-stepping number 
of the evening. 

Full stage drapes for studio set- 
ting and pit band on-stage, Eddie 
Bruce is m. c. and announcer, a 
cigar-manipulating comic who bur- 
lesques nationally-advertised prod- 
ucts prior to announcing the various 
singers. It’s an all-warbling bill 
this week with the exception of an 
acrobatic dance by Peggy Warde. 
Even the talking parrot of John Tio 
uses the mike, but draws laffs even 
if the element of forthrightness is 
missing. 

Bill Aronson does a Bing Crosby; 
Four Albee Sisters imitate the Bos- 
well Sisters; Kaye Faire gives a 
Kate Smith interpretation; and 
Leota Lane imitates Jessica Drago- 
nette. Nothing. outstanding, al- 
though the Albee girls seem to have 
the making of an act that should 
get by on its own merits, irrespec- 
tive of the Boswell tie-up. Aronson 
also does a combo Amos 'n’ Andy 
that is passable and a Winchell 
and Ben Bernie that are not. 

Bill runs 50 minutes. Overture is} 


Unit is splendil 





ments of pops and classics and | 
pleases. Feature ‘One Way Passage’ 





(WB). Mestay. 


on his piano accordion. Patricia. 


the show its one outstanding num-, 


‘wins and Heller and Riley. 


=—==————= 





la NEWSREELS 


— 
SI 








TRANSLUX 


The Luxer people all of a sudden 
made up their mind to make two 
little ones. into one big one. That 
was the only explanation offered 
regular Sat. mat. patrons who found 
a dead b. o. on Broadway, other 
than to let them take a peep at 
workmen tearing down the parti- 
tion. 


When the combination is ready, 
which should be before another 
week, the Luxer will be able to 
seat around 400 people. Incidentally 
the new size will bring it into the 
seating capacity class of the Em- 
bassy which means that the stem 
from now on will have two adult 
newsreel theatres. 


Maybe the prints were faulty, or 
just possibly there’s a difference in 
management of booths. but the 
Madison avenue Luxer’s screen was 
literally rainy in comparison to the 
technical side usually found in the 
Broadway house. 

Broadway’s boy manicurist on the 
make for male customer, with no 
uncertainty left about the ‘make,’ 
drew quantity laughs at this spot. 

Screwy opinions on Hoover and 
Roosevelt in the last of Pathe’s poll 
furnished the usual mirth. Finale, 
an interview with a Bowery drifter, 
who was drunk before the camera, 
got some of the Mad. fans gasping 
instead of laughing. 

What ‘looks like a Pathe scoop 
caught Candidate John P. O’Brien 
and Al Smith in verbal action. 
Smith's advice was a new angle for 
newsreels. He said the most im- 
portant part of the election was 
insuring Democrats in law making 


bodies. 


An odd subject which will doubt- 


‘less interest the musically inclined 


but means nothing more than a lot 
of dots, curves and dashes to. the 
masses, was Universal's picture of 
how music registers with some 
minds. 

Pathe followed a balloon race in 
the Goodyear contest and got some 
excellent views of a bag getting in 
trouble with treetops. 

Other Luxer clips included: Park 
Ave. speak raid; Jesse Crawford 
and‘a four-year-old organist; roller 
skate marathon; Mussolini review; 
auto polo; French wine; National 
Dairy Exposition; Red Bank steeple- 
chase. Waly. 


EMBASSY 


Embassy this: week has politics ag 
well as football practically sewed 
up. It had everything except Smith, 
and the political program was so 
arranged as to almost resemble 
what might be called a continuity. 


Hoover's ‘fear speech’ in Cleveland 
was received mildly in comparison 
to Roosevelt's reply in Virginia. The 
Democrat’s talk was interspersed 
with Embassy applause though it 
was far from unanimous. 


As a matter of audience record 
Samuel Seabury’s appearance, even 
before his denunciation of Tam- 
many, was a signal for the greatest 
applause. 


Comptroller Berry’s attack on 
what he called newspaper distortion 
of the city’s financial facts was 
listened to. 

Henry Ford, whose clip was a 
general release, got a few patters 
and boos. Both Ford and Seabury 
photograph poorly. Ford keeps his 
eves glued to a manuscript while 
Seabury tilts his above the audi- 
ence, The two men seemed camera 
conscious. 

Editor Tally liked ‘ats McManus’ 
work as a talking reporter so well 
that he is cutting down ‘Fats’’ leg- 
work and letting him do a gab series 
on trick subjects. This. week the 
actor-vocalist-contact man turns his 
voice on a football game between 
amin teams of New York. 


Presentation of a magazine award 
to Helen Keller was an unusually 
impressive subject. Incidentally the 
clip gave the newsreels its fastest 
demonstration of sign language. 


Frazier Hunt’s talk on world 
troubles was interesting and spe- 
cific. He spoke intimately of Hitler 
and handled Ghandi in such a way 
that the audience could picture him 
as slapping Mahatma’s back. 

Other Embassy clips inciuded: 
Georgetown-NYU game; California 
monkeys; rodeo in Mad. Garden and 
Australia; Empire race track; ,Greek 

earthquake; airmen in Illinois; 
laying of cornerstone for'new WU. S. 


‘Supreme Court building; hair fash- 
ions. 
Both theatres had the trish sweep- 


stake number grab; 


Pennsylvania, 
tikes; Prince Michael. Valu, 





UNITED ARTISTS, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 20. 
‘Mystery’ unit, 
Vancouver about five months ago, 
is back around the circuit, although 
two of the three original acts have 
been replaced by the Three Bred- 
With 
Duval, sleight-of- hand artist, they 
form a trio of turns of sufficient 
strength to hold up the 48-minute 
show. 
This marks the reop-ning of the 
UA after seven months’ darkness. 


_Also its initial showing of Fanchon 


& Marco units. Long lines and ca- 
pacity first show attest a smash pre- 
opening campaign, although the pic- 
ture, ‘Red Dust’ (MGM) can be held 
partly responsible. On the other 
hand, film is day-and-dating at the 
Pantages, Hollywood, thus losing 
any poSsiblé trade from that end of 
town 

Flashy sets, good chorus work 





| Stones 


and well-paced tempo are in evi- 
dence, and the three acts all de- 
liver. Duval's trickery may be just 
a little slow on the planting, but 
probably will not be picked up. 

sredwins’ acro work, coupled with 
the comic's tumbling, draw plenty 
of applause. Heller and Riley, mixed 
talk and song team, also rated high. 


by Bettina. 

Henry Murtagh is at the console, 
back in town after eight years, and 
does a lot better than any recent 
picture house organist around here, 
Jan Rubini’ overture was far too 
long. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 

Very good vaudeville bill headed 
by Fred and Dorothy Stone (New 
Acts) with Columbia’s ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ on the screen. 
Some question whether the type of 
people wko patronize the Palace are 
readers of such iconoclastic litera- 
ture as ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ 

Felovis, concerning whose mar < 
of control there is a full record 
effusive acclaim, opened and eens 
the show off ripsnortingly. Deucing 
was Annie, Judy and Zeke, semi- 
hillbilly affair. This turn isn’t quite 
fulfilling expectations. Yet, in fair- 
ness, they did okay on applause. 

Stones and Charley Collins fol- 
lowed. Starting with the senti- 
mental best wishes of every one the 
sold themselves on_ solid 
merit for a bulls-eye. 

Barry and Whitledge, slicker and 





slickeress, slayed “em, It’s a habit 
they’ve gotten into. They were 


one of those transposition arrange- | succeeded by the feverishly speedy 


| Norman Thomas quintet, which 


| brought the bill to a thumping close, 


Land, 


which opened in|}, 


Cute little toe number contributed | 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct, 22. 

Trixie Friganza: is the star of 
Fanchon & Marco's ‘Discoveries” 
idea at the Fox Brooklyn this week 
and the ample veteran holds up a 
straight vaudeville'show, remarkably 
well. Not only daes she win more 
applause for her. personal efforts 
than any act to have played the 
house in a long, long time, but she 
kids the audience into mitt work for 
the ethers and brings the show over 
the finish line with the crowd all 
steamed up. 

Miss Friganza max have triple 
chins on her knees instead of her 
jaw, but she’s still there with the 
showmanship and radiates a good 
humor that communicates itself to 
the patrons. It really is not much 
of a bill, but she mates it lcok like 
one 

She opens in one aguinst a neu- 
tral drop with a song to the effect 
that she’s as young as she looks 
and feels. Her white costume 
matches up with the circus idea of 
the week before, but she looks like 
a grand duchess in spite of her 
girth, Having warmed the au- 
dience up, the drop flies to reveal 


the entire troupe (no line), trying 
to sugsest they are at a sr.rden 
party. 

There is a large easy chair and 
& special spotlight at the left for 
the star, and she, sits through the 


37 minutes of show apparently’ en- 
joying every act as though she had 
not already seen it a couple of 
hundred times. She laughs and ap- 
miauds to set the, pace for the pay 
patrons, and they follow her lead. 
There are four gitls and eight men 
in the outfit and only a dancing trio 
leaves the stage. |The, others work 
and go back to the chair warming. 


Not an altogether happy idea, but 
something of a novelty. 
First out are the Keene twins, 


two cute girls with some good acro- 
batic stuff. and snappy costumes. 
Moro and Yaconelli on next with a 


guitar and accordion, later with 
two guitars. Not so hot, but pleas- 
antly received. Followed by a 


whistler who can carry tunes ex- 
pertly, not always an accomplish- 
ment of this clan. Also does bird 
imitations, Apparently either Paul 
Howard ov Mark Bronson. Stadler- 
Rose trio proffer a rag doll spe- 
cialty. Two men who toss a girl 
around regardless. She is a close 
bender and their act is outstanding. 
Next is by a baritone with a capital 
voice who does ‘Why Darkies Were 
3orn,’ and he backs up stage to 
warble another while a graceful girl 
does a dance. Seem to be Ina Ray 
and Victor Griffin, though it’s any- 
vody’s guess. Two boys contribute 
step numbers, one after the other 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (October 29) 
THIS WEEK (October 22) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inc.cate opening cay of 
show, whether full or split week 











RKO 








, YORK CITY CLEVELAND 
NEV alace (29) ‘Palace (29) 
Bert Walton Gracie Schenk 
Barney Rapp Orch | Ola Lilith 


A & M Havel 
Dowling & Dooley 
Dalton & Rose 


Opportunity Rev 
(reo to 
(22) 


s Intern’'l (22) 
arene cademy Thurston 
ist half (29-1) COLUMBUS 
Adelaide Hall Ohie (29) 
Freda & Palace N Thomas 5 
(Three to fill) Wills & Davis 


2a half (2-4) 
Large & Morgner 
id Marion 
Sid rs M'ta'y Or 
(Two to fil 
‘ga half (26-28) 
Chaz Chase 


Hobart Bosworth 
Gus Edwards Rev 


94 
(22 


Olson & Johnson 
ELIZABETH 
ei , 


Keith's 
Ist half (29-1) 


; fayer 
wares & Matty. 5 Bickfords 
, BROOKLYN Kraft & Lamont 
Albee (29) 2d half (2-4) 


Herbert G & V 
The Yorkers 
Joe Sullivan Co 
Eddie Hanley Co 
cliff Nazarro Orch 
2a half (26-28) 
Valentine & Bell 
Forum Boys 
Sam Lewis Co 
Fred Ardath Co 
Movie Madness 


Dolinoff & Raya Sis 

Frank Hunter 

Carol & Stuart 

3 Sailors 

Lina Basquette Co 
(22) 

Nat'l Opp Rev 

Bert Walton 

Barney Rapp Orch 


ospec 
Ist half (29-1) 











WATCH 


WALTER POWELL 


2d half (26-28) 
Phyllis Rae & H 2 
Mady Co 
Joe Marks Co 
Gus Van 
J & M Mason 


TORON 
Hippodrome (29) 
Manning & Class 
Al Mamaux 
Billy House Co 
Hill & Hoffman 
White & Manning 

(22 
DeW' lf M'tc'lf & F 
Harrison & Elma 
Bomby Co 
Block & Sully 
Nelson Fam 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (29-1) 
Rich Kay & F 
Eddie Cole 
Chaz Chase 


Joe Phillips Co 
2a half (26-28) 
Blackstone 
Lincoln 
lst half (29-1) 
International 3 
Honan & Arden 
Cliff Nazarro Orch 
TROY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (29-1) 
Gloria Lee & § 2 
Olyn Landick 
Dace Schooler.Co 
Harrington & Frye 
Wesley Barry Ba 
2d half (2-4) 
Tracy & Hay 
Frank Gaby 
Wally Sharples Co 
Gus Van 
Jack Hedley 3 
2d half (26-28) 
Australian Waites 
Eddie Cole 
Dillon & Parker 











Capitol (28) 
Ken Murray Co 
Chilton & Thomas 
Abe Lyman Orch 

Boulevard 
Ist half (28-81) 
Capt Tiebor’s Co 
McCann Sis Co 
Hanlon Bros Co 
Harry Angen Co 
Dean & Joyce Co 

2d half (1-3) 
Lya & Wolf 
Maureen & Sunny 
Belle Montrose Co 
Caesar Ruiz Co 
Larry Rich Co 























FEATURING 
RUDY BUNDY 
AND BAND 
Pir, CLEDDY & SMITH 
Fuller Rawson & D HEMPSTEAD 
Miser’s Revels sa wait "the 1 
cl 8 a 29- 
os a Balaban 4 


2a half (2-4) 
Florence Case 
Cramer & Hamilt'n 
Postal Tel Bd 

2d half (26-31) 
Max Theilon Tr 
Gordon & Reed 
Ben Marks Co 


SibyNa Bowan 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Eddie Hanley Co 
Miss America Co 

2a half (2-4) 
Pinto Casey & Cos 
Irene Beasley 


Fields Smith & F | Stuart & Lash Co 
Princess Yvonne 2d half (26-28) 
AKRON Serge Flash 

Palace Roxy La Rocca 

2d half (2-4) Lew White Co 
Felovis Gocere ee a 
1 e Co 
Ralph Olsen Co HOUSTON 


Weist & Stanton 
Harrison & Elmo 
Ingenues 
2d half (26-28) 
Weaver Bros 
(Three to fill) 
ALBANY 


Keith’s (29) 
3 French Misses 
Harry J Conley Co 
Peaches Browning 
Moran & Mack 
Paddy Cliff Orch 


Palace MILWAUKEE 
Ist half (29-1) Wisconsin (29) 
Benny Davis Co Rio mite 


2d half (2-4) 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Dave Schooler €o 
Block & Sully 
H Cooper & Small 

2d half (26-28) 


(22) 
Cherry Bi’'s'm & J 
Weist & Stanton 
Dorothy Lee 
Jack Mulhall Co 
York & King 


Manning & Class MINNEAPOLIS 
Danny Small Co Orpheum (29) 
Frank Gaby 4 Ortons 


Charlie King 
Al K Hall Co 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Rosetta Ms aaa 


Watson Sis 
Wesley Barry Bd 
BOSTON 
Boston (22) 
3 Rixfords 


Honan & Arden Rio Rita 
Sully & Houghton NEW ORLEANS 
State (28) 


Eddie Hanley Ca, 
Pat Henry Co 
Keith’s (29) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Audrey Wyckoff 


Marcus Rev 
(21) 





Rosetta Duncan 
(Others to fill) 








JACK POWELL 
Selling 


SOCCO 


Syncopation and Smiles 
Via 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















Golden Blondes PATERSON 
Walter Dare Wahl Keith’s 
George Beatty Ist half (29-1) 
Noble Sissle Orch Harry Delmar’s Rv 


2d half (2-4) 
Chaz Chase 
Hugh Skelly Co 
4 Flushers 
Miss America Co 

2d half (26-28) 
Nick Long Jr Co 


(22) 
Scarlett’s Monks 
Cookie Bowers 
Devito & Denny 
Russ Brown 
Ross Wyse Co 


BUFFALO Will Aubrey 
Hippodrome (29) | Dave Schooler Co 
Swan Lucille & C | Walter Dare Wahl 
Mady Co Noble Sisslie Orch 
Weaver Bros PROVIDENCE 

(22 Keith’s (29 
White & Manning | 3 Comanche wane 
Al MaMaux Will Aubrey 
A & M Havel Blackstone 
co & Hoffman (22) 
Maxellos r as Guins c 
CHICAGO ee 
Palace (29) ROCHESTER 


Keith’s (29) 
Cireus Show 
(22) 
Gracie Schenck 
Harlan & St John 
Billy House Co 


Cc & J Preisser 
Vie Oliver 

Lieoyd Hughes 
York & King 

F Henderson Orch 


(22) 
Felovis Carol & Stuart 
Annie Judy & Zeke Mel Klee 
F & D Stone SAN ANTONIO 


Keith’s (29) 


Barry & Whitledge 
Corbitt & Convey R 


N Thomas 5 





State Lake (29) | Gaston Palmer 
Marris 2 & Loretta| Grace Hayes 
Rae & Harrison Slim Timblin Co 
Dorothy Lee Hilton Siamese 2 
Herb Williams SCHENECTADY 
(22) Keith's 
Ralph Olsen Co ' lst half (29-1) 
“lyde Hager | Tracy & Hay’, 
Pola Negri | Frank Gaby 
Wills & Davis | Dillon & Parker 
Dalton & Rose |} Watson Sis 
CINCINNATI | Australian Waites 
Albee (29) | 2d half (2-4) 
F & D Stone | Delmar’s Rev 


Orpheum 

Ist half (28-31) 
Andressens 
Harry Hines 
Vaughn DeLeath 
Bayes & Speck 
Dawn Sis Co 

2d half (1-3) 
Bob Ripa 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Alex B Francis 
Flynn & Macke 
Gomez & Winona 


Paradise (28) 
Martin & Martin 
Roger Williams 
Boswell Sis 
Stoopnagle & Bud 
Will Osborn 

State (28) 
Lucky Boys 
Fain & Lee 
Jimmy Savo 
Starnes & Kover R 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Chas Ahearn Co 


BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (28-31) 
3 Willys 
Pablo 
Bob Carney Co 
Douglas Stanbury 
Larry Rich Co 
2d half (1-3) 
Andressens 
Mae Francis 
Lewis & Moore 
Harry Burns 
Beth Miller Co 
Metropolitan 
3 Keys 
Molly Picon 
Owen Moore 


(28) 


2d half (2-4) ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
Lobo Louis Mosconi Co 
NEW YORK CITY| Kikutas Japs 


(One to fill) 
Valencia (28) 
Yacopis 
Marty May 
Show Boat 
June Carr 
Russ Columbo Or 
ASTORIA 
Triboro 
Ist half (28-21) 
Bob Ripa 
Mae Francis 
Lewis & Moore 
Harry Burns 
2d half (1-3) 
3 Willys 
Pablo 
Bob Carney Co 
Harry Howard 
Dawn Sis Co 
BALTIMORE 
Century (28) 
Gilbert Bros 
Dorothy Jordan 
Pennington & J 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Roxy Co 
CLEVELAND 
State (28) 
Con Colleano 
Brems Fitz & M 
Frisco 
Rae Ellis & LaRue 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (28) 
Valerio & Page 
Shelia Barrett 
Harrison & Fisher 
Carr Bros & Betty 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (28) 
Willie Mauss 
Billy Farrell & D 
Bert Frohman 
Al Verdi & Thelma 
Coleby — Murphy 
ROCHESTER 
State (28) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Gaudschmidt Bros 
Irene Rich Co 
Bob Murphy Co 
Rosette & Luttman 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (28) 
Van CeHo & Mary 
May Joyce 
Hilton & Garon 
Carl Shaw Co 
Duke Ellington Or 


Rev 








WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


ist half (28-31) 
Eno Tr 
Frank Moritt 
Collins & Peterson 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
Arthur LeFleur Co 
Foley & Latour 
Hollywood Revels 
Billy Glason 
Leviathan Orch 
HARTFORD 
State (28) 
Foley & Latour 
O'Hanlon & Zam 
(One to fill) 
(21) 


Davey & Rosemarie 
Beau Tans 
Bob Hall 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (28) 
Peg Bates 
Robbins Fam 
(21) 
Ray Hughes & P 
(One to fill) 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (21) 
Jack Pepper 
Earl Lindsey Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (28) 
Nan Halperin 
Wallace Sis Rev 
Mills Kirk & M 
(Others to fill) 
(21) 
Al Johnston Co 
Jerome & Ryan 


Carl Shaw Co 
Daphne Pollard 
Mazzone & Keene 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
Harry Savoy 
‘Mcrro’ in Ice 
Mastbauom (28) 
Jessel & Talmadge 
12 Aristocrats 
Karre Noyes & Le 
(21) 
Phil Baker 
Joe E Brown 
Yascha Bunchuck 
Patricia Bowman 
Tamara 
Harry McNaughton 
Kikutas Japs 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (28) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Harry Savoy 
The Rollickers 
Daphne Pollard 
Dennie White Co 
Johnny Perkins 
Rath Bros 
(21) 
Bradna’‘s Circus 
WATERBURY 
Strand (28) 
Foley & Latour 
O'Hanlon & Zam 
(21) 
Morgan & Stone 
Beau Tans 
B & J Brown 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Dawn Sis & Ca 
Collins & Peterson 
Eno Tr 








Fanchon 





& Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (28) 
Malibu Beach 
Armida 
Bernie 
Renee 
Henri 
Tom, 
| Anderson & 
Sunkist Ens 
AKRON 
Pulace (25) 
‘Radio Stars 
| Eddie Bruce 
' Albee Sis 


& Walker 
Torres 
Therrien 
Dick & H 
Aller 





| 
i 


| Bill Aronson 
Leota Lane 
| Kay Fayre 
| Tony Pagliacci 
John Tio 
| Peggy Warde 
| BOSTON 
| Metropolitan 
‘Bughouse I 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mishka 
| Balalaika 6 
Flaschette 
Tudy 


(28) 


—_ 


Virgimia Peck 
Verne 


‘Happiness Show’ 

Eddie Peabody 

Jessie Draper 

Joy Bros 

Mary & Marge 

Martha Vaughn 

Tom & Hank 

CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Vv nia 


2a half (1-3) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Vallon 
John Merkyl] 
Chas Boyle 
Betty Willie 


_ VARIETY 





x 


Julia Curtis 
De Long Sis 
Calif Red Heads 
Joey Cey Lon 
Ottilie George 
& Thoroughbreds 
Trouble Ens 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (28) 
‘Shanghai’ 
Long Tack Sam Co 
Mi-Na & Nee-Sa L 
Paul Mall 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (28) 
‘Ted Lewis’ U 
Dixie 4 
Chas S Whittier 
High Hat Ens 
Esther Pressman 
Doris Deane 
Mildred Gaye 
Ted Lewis Bd 





John Wagner 











TOM KENNEDY 


“VORKO” 


NBC Presents 
Opening Loew’s 
WALENCIA, WEEK, OCT. 28 

















CHICAGO 
Chicago (28) 
‘Star Gazing 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallen & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 
Upton (28) 
‘Stitch in Time’ 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
Five Decardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Ben Omar 
Torney Ens 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (28) 
‘Discoveries’ 
Trixie Friganza 
Stadler Rose 3 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 
Ken Syner 
DETROIT 
Fox (28) 
‘Ubangi’ 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (28) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 
Bill Telaak 
Russo & Sarti 
Bobby Kuhn 
Sylvia Sharp 
Bill Brown 
Sally Payne 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (27) 
‘Spotlights’ 


Charlie Melson 


PORTLAND 
Paramount (27) 
‘Tia Juana’ I 
Bert Gordon 
F X Bushman Jr 
Enrica & Novello 
Florence Hedges 
Bob Shafer 
John Lacke 
Virginia Crawford 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox 
2a half (3-5) 
‘Hello Paree’ 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Lubow & Rice 
Jack Roshier 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (27) 
*W hoopee’ 
Buddy Doyle 
Bobbe Arnst 
Jane Lee 
Pietro Gentill 
John Rutherford 


SEATTLE 
Paramount (27) 

‘Sally’ 
Mary Eaton 
Hal Young 
T Roy Barnes 
Miss Harriett 
Jack Waldron 
George Guhl 
Lela Bliss 
Jack Began 
Harry Stafford 


eum 

ist half (28-31) 
Desert Song 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Barl Askam 
Nennette Vallon 
John Merkyi 





Chas Boyle 
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Picture Theatres | 





NEW YORK CITY 

Paramount (21) 

Guy Lombardo Or 

Ritz Bros 

Rae Samuels 

Rubinoff 

Crawfords 

Marrio & Eulalie 

H & D Dixon 

‘All American’ 

Roxy (21) 

Asya Kaz 

Paul Ravell 

Hal Menken 

‘s Hours to Live’ 
BROOKLYN 

Paramount (21) 

Donald Novis 

| Frances Arms 

| Jack McLallen 

‘Movie Crazy’ 
BUFFALO 

Buffalo (21) 

F & J Britton 

Gene Gory & T 

|} Ayres Rene Co 

|} ‘One Way Passage’ 
CHICAGO 

Chicago (21) 

J & J Mclkxenna 





4 Ortons 
Ben Omar 
Raset Dancers 
‘Big Broadcast’ 
Oriental (21) 
Pat Rooney 
Pat Reoney 3a 
Ilerman Timberg 
H'rm'n Timberg Jr 
Joseph Griffen 
Oudrey Parker 
Lee Chalzel 
Oliver Harris 
‘§ Hours to Live’ 
Uptown (21) 
Ray Bolger 
Lowe Berkoff & W 
Pat Kennedy 
Kathleen Bessette 
Raset Ballet 
‘Love Me Tonight’ 
Tivoli (21) 
Frankie Masters 
Col Stoopnagie & B 
Cass Mack & Owen 
DETROIT 
Fisher (21) 
Violet Carlson 
Bob Bob & B 
Seller & Willis Co 
‘Night After Night’ 








Anna Ludmila 
Delys & Clark 
June Knight 

Leon Belasco 


El Patio 


Rosita & Ramon 

Frances Maddux 

Endor & Farrell 

Henry King Or 

H'lyw’d R’staurant 

Olive Borden 

Nina Mae M’'Kinn’y 

Fowler & Tamara 

Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 

Blanche Row 

4 Climas 

Isham Jones Orch 
Hotel Lexington 


Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 


Hotel New Yorker 


Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 
Lido Gardens 
Billy Arnold Rev 
Pearl Regay 
Jose Shelita 
Lillian Barnes 
Ruth Mayon 
Doris Lenahan 
D & B Ellmore 
Brian MacDonald 


Orch | 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Week: James Wallington; Gertrude Hardman 








7 
Miss Irmanette 
Bredwins 
Chalmers Ens 
—s BEACH 


w 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Bernardo de Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Park & Clifford 
Bellette & Lamb 
Gus Elmore 
Robert Millar 

108 ANGELES 
United Artists (27) 
‘Hello Paree’ I 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Lubow & Rice 
Jack Roshier 

MILWAUKEE 

Wisconsin (28) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Stroud 2 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Catchalots 
Sunkist Ens 

HAVEN 

Paramount (28) 
‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Mouse Ens 

NEW ORLEANS 

State (28) 
‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Fredericks 
Warren Jackson 





Betty Willie 
Jobn Wagner 
SPRING 


Britton Bd 

Gene Tory & Tito 
Loretta Dennison 
Beatrice Howell 
Hite, Kenny & C 
Chic Rennetys 


(28) 
‘Bombay’ I 
Fio Lewis 
O’Connor Fam 
Gaylene Sis 
Pasquali Bros 
Bombay Sunkist E 
TORONTO 


Imperial (28) 
Movie Circus’ I 
Raynor Lehr 
Monroe Bros 
Realtor 
Ac Ens 


eum (27) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Harry Conrad’s Co 
Russell, M’coni & J 
Edna PDrrico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 


0 

Poli (27) 
Rookies I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irvin & McAvoy 





Dancing Doughboys 








LORETTA DENNISON 
BEATRICE HOWELL 
CHICK KENNEDY 


R ALL IN 


a Fanchon & Marco Unit Placed 
By LEDDY & SMITH 

















Cabarets 








* Biltmore Hotel 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 

Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 

Irene Taylor 

Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 

Central P*k Casino 
Sheila Barrett 


| Veloz & Yolanda 


Eddie Duchin Or 
Connie’s Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 

| Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 

|} Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudiey 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 

| Billie Maples 

| Kaye Oarker 

| Simms & Bowie 

| Louise Cook 

| Willie Jackson 











NEW YORK CITY 


Lucky Seven $3 
Don Redman Orch 
Cotton Club 
Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 


Cab Calloway Orch | manufactured and printed from a 


EA Chico's 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 
El Flamengo 
Al Valencia Orch 
El Fiamencito 
Nina & Morenc 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 
El Garon 
Georges Fontana 


Lillian Porter 
Herbert Rice 
Mary Lou 
Bob Nelson 
Harry Carroll Orch 
Montparnasse 
De Marcos 
Loomis Sis 
Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 
Bobby Sanford 


Nut Club 


Al Morrison’s Bd 
Joe Lewis 

Lulu Bates 
Jerry Bergen 

Joe Plotsky 
Grisha 

Barbara M’cDonald 
Maureen Whitney 
Helen Davis 
Eton Boys 

Terry Sis 

Joe Peddles 


Patricia Storm 
Paul Sis 


Club Alabam 
Reale Sis 
Effie Burton 
Patsy McNair 
Edna Lindsey 
Freddie Viliant 
Mary Thorne 
Mildred Rose 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Makins Orch 
College Inn 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Sisters ‘G’ 
Jackie Heller 
Genevieve Tighe 
8 Orphans 
Pat Kennedy 
Frank Prince 


Club Clifford 
Bradsh'w & C’l’g’ns 
Eva Brown Co 
Club Rubaiyatte 
Myrtle Watson 
Dale Dyer 

Bernice St John 
Harry LeGrand 
Jimmy Noone Or 
Edgewater Beach 


Mark Fisher Orch 
Olive O'Niel 


Knickerbock’r Club 


Suzanne France 
Doris Hurtig 
Tony Corcoran 
Bill Nolan 

Blue Grotto 
Margie Taite 
Marjorie France 
Connie Cella 
Olga Hoyer 
Todd Sis 
Betty Van Allen 
Freddie Daw Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Eddie Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Guy Lombardo Or 
Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 
St. Regis Hotel 


Dario & Diane 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Small’s Paradise 


Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
8 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 
Mabel Scott 
Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
The Csarda 


Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 


Karoly Nyaray 
Torch Club 
Jackie May 
Frances Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Elissa Duval 
Buddy Wagner Or 
Village Barn 
Joe Furst’s Orch 
Reilly & Comfort 
Townsend & Bold 


B’shf’l 

Muriel Parker 

3 Dane Bros 

Johnny Russell 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Emil Coleman Or 





The Argentines 
Mischa Borr Ens 


Blackhawk Frolic’s 
Hal Kemp Orch Freda Sullivan 
Deane Janis Yvonne Morrow 
Rose & Ray Lyle Al Shayne 


Olive Shayne 
Grant & Rosalie 
Joy Finley 
Dorothy Ray 
Curry & DeSyivia 
Don Pedro Orch 


Granada 


Jack Miles Orch 
3 Marinos 
Gladys DeFoe 
Keller Sis 
Chicagoettes 


Kit Kat 


Harry Linden 
Joyce Jeike 
Elice Lorraine 
Irene Barba 
Rosalie Jelke 
Dot LeRoy 
Fred Janis Orch 


Montmartre 
LaMay & Louise 
Tina Tweedie 
Dick Ware 
Edna Mae Morris 
F Quartell’s Orch 


Paramount Chnb 
Sally Rand 
Harry Glynn 
Etta Reed 
Olive Faye 
Peggy Moore 
Sid Lang’s Orch 


Terrace Gardens 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Emily DeSalvi 
Jack Read 

Vanity Fair 

Hank Lishin 


Jinette Valilon 





Romo Vincent 





the field 








| There are 20 titles in the first selec- 
' 

| tion, all standards and in some in- 
but 


indeed 


stances 
ample to give 
i 
' 


i pruning for 


size editions. of the classics. 


somewhat 
the 


their 


POPS FOR POCKETS 
Walter J. Black, Inc., has entered 
of leather bound pocket 
Books 
are about 4 by 6% inches, done in 
brown, smooth finish leather, nicely 


legible and inviting eight point type. 


condensed, 


meat; 


general 


| Called the Companion classics, 


Park Central Hotel 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 


Chas Johnson Orch 


Mme Ilona deThury 


Sh’riff J’sh Medders 
H’k Warren 


Bliss Lewis & Ash 
Bobbie “T’xas’ Cook 


—— 


Exploitation 


(Continued from page 19) 


the scene belongs. Prizes to those 
who tell the most complete story of 
the plot. 


Fake Radio 
Instead of using a trailer a brigh 
mind is putting on a broadcast from 
the stage. Usual announcements 
made, with the organ coming in for 
a short bit, and often a singer, if 
there are any ushers who can pipe. 
Most of the broadcast touts next 
week’s show. Worked between the 
two night shows and at the matinee. 
Patrons took it more or less in 
good faith the first couple of weeks, 
but inquiries began to multiply as 
to how to tune in. Inquirer were 
told to read the call letters over 
again. Call letters are WNIT. Now 
it’s just a gag, but it lifts the curse 
off a bald announcement, 


Lions Free 
Sydney. 

One of the best press exploitations 
ever put over in Australia was 
worked out by the Hoyt publicity 
staff on ‘Congorilla.’ 

Next to the theatre where the pic- 
ture opened is a vacant lot. On this 
was erected a circus tent in which 
were placed all the wild animals it 
was possible to round up. Inside 
and outside the tent was plastered 
with posters and the _ exhibition 
thrown open to the public free, 
Cost some coin, but it built business, 


Class Ad Copy 
Los Angeles, 


Fox-West Coast ad manual re- 
produces the dignified copy policy of 
Hall Baetz at the Fox Wilshire here 
and recommends it for houses in 
class districts. Suggestion is made 
that such theatres secure exclusive 
privilege of using some distinctive 
font of type from the local news- 
paper. 

Also advises the maximum amount 
of white space, usual frames, and 
elimination of all extraneous copy 
in such ads, 


Exclusive Slogan Contest .. 
Syracuse, N. Y¥. 
Loew’s State is exploiting its new 
“exclusive” policy, with a slogan 
contest in Hearst’s “Journal-Amer- 
ican.” Tied in with the theatre are 
ten business houses which have ex- 
clusive agencies for nationally ad- 
vertised products. 
Contestants are required to sub- 
mit slogans for each merchant?! 
winners will get ticket awards, 
There are no cash prizes. Full page 
co-op ads being used. 


Reopening Splash 
Seattle. 
Eight-page roto section, 110,000 
copies, used to publicize reopen'ng 
of Paramount (WC) with Vic 
Gauntlett, pub. mer., throwing the 
works, assisted by’ Writer Mike 
Foster. i 
Included numerous 24 sheets, con- 
stant news stories on the theatre, 
350 street car placards, five across 
street banners downtown, slogan 
contest on the air, which got 100 
replies daily,. with the only award 
season pass to FWC theatres and 
big free show out front opening 
night. 


‘Shop and Have Fun’ 
Chicago. 

‘Shop and Have Fun’ campaign, 
worked out here for the Uptown 
theatre and the merchants in its 
environs, deemed such a promising 
idea that Balabau and Katz will 
apply it elsewhere, 

Marbro, Senate and Congress the- 
atres, on the west side, will be tied 
in on a six weeks’ ballyhoo for their 
district. Tivoli, twin to the Up- 
town on the opposite end of town 
(south), will likewise be the nivotal 
point of a biz push for that sector. 

Mercantile theatre stunts start 
three weeks before Thanksgiving 
and continue to just before Christ- 
mas, 





Trained "Em 

Manager with a rather small 
lobby has been trying to train his 
patrons to exit by the fire alley. 
With a small house he often had a 
standout and the surge of eustom- 
ers at the break was apt to result in 
ajam. Screen appeals seemed to do 
no good 

Solution was the distribution of 
player portraits to all who left by 
the alley. Ran for four weeks and 
now they leave that way through 
force of habit. Found it helpe* 
early trade, too, since distribution 
was only on the first show break. 
People came in time to see all the 
show and still get one of the pic- 
tures, 


Lemon Juice 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


Sidney Lehman is rolling up a 





| reopened 
| most of the classics can well stand | at Dobbs Ferry, dark for three vears, 


good 


| Westchester reputation for extract- 


ing juice from lemons. Over a year 
ago he took over the Hastings the- 
atre, Hastings, after half a dozen 


| others had tried it and put the 1,060- 


Now he has 
300-seat Washington 


a profit basis, 
the 


seater on 


Lehman left the foreign distribu- 
tion end of Tiffany to take hold of 
the Hastings house. 


t- 
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Tuesday, October 25, 1932 





































* _. ee = - cteseennt ince t 4 
~ -- -— sR , E-ESE ae PESERS CE LELEe beeen the Mann Act, but the charge did 
Ea . , not hold, She later divorced him 
st ey? in Reno. 
fe News rom the allies Pi 
Jeritza back from Europe last ee ree an setat Ohi. 
roek Savs s rt y : Ger- : : a » . . : se Ss et as i e noving 
— B rhe gs) ty i socio. This department contains rewritten theatrical news ilems as published during the week in the smetubhe Gf the head hunts 0 
Meantime, maybe concerts. daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no Javaro. Said to be the first white 
pees > : itten from a daily paper. Sy calles 
Catherine Kenes mecured in Bina: credit for these news items; each has been rewritten f y pap 
hamion, N. Y., last week the annul- Ti PPro tt FP eee reer est | WESVEVETETIEE ELA. Uskbanndane duel lcee ckedeee Kitty ‘Tiny’ Kline slid on a cable 
ment of her marriage to ‘William,’ ae imi from the Edison hotel to the Palace 
otherwise Lillian Beaumont. At-| tained under duress. Kresel, he as- | promise they would be given legal/| mortgage. Erlanger admits P0S- | theatre Friday (21) to advertise the 
tachment developed while both | certs, threatened to withdraw from | protection when pinched. Turned| session of the papers, out ques-| opening of the all circus bill. She 
girls were students in N. Y. U.|the Fixel case three days before | out that nine of the supposed come- tioned Baron’s right to them. Ars landed in the grip of a policeman 
Lillian assumed male masquerade |;ria} unless given a note for half}ons were undercover men, who| guments were to have been heard/ who pinched her for endangering 
dress and tney were married in/pis fee, the remainder to be paid| pinched 50 men, of whom nine were yesterday (Monday). the lives of the spectators. 


1927. Catherine soon 
legal advice she took 
annul the ‘mar- 


New York in 
quit, but on 
formal steps to 


riage 





June Martin, formerly of bur- 
lesque, changed her plea to guilty 
on the charge of killing her room 
mate ‘Babe Raymond’ Miller last 
summer. To be sentenced Thurs- 
day (27). 





Irving Berlin is refused a review 
of the proceedings in which he was 
penalized for failure to return his 
income tax statement for 1924 al- 
though given an extension by the 
commissioner. Penalty will stand 
against him. 





Lillian Gish to show her ‘Camille’ 
at the Morosco Oct. 31. 





Loretta T. Conroy, employe of 
Isidor J. Kresel, suing as assignee 
of a note given the lawyer by 
Mitchell L. Erlanger for $25,000 
counsel fees. Erlanger filed an 
amended answer to the _ suit, 
charging that the note was ob- 
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BETTER SHOW ct RKC! 
LERKO MAYFAIR 2") 


at 47th} 


| ‘WASHINGTON 


with 
Lee Tracy 
Constance Cummings 
A Columbia Picture 


Daily te 2 P.M., 35e; 
if P.M. te Clese, 55¢ 


RKO PALAC 













B'WAY 
at 47th 


On the Stage On the Screen 
RKO “A Bill of 
Cirens Divorcement’ 

with 
International John Barrymore 
(6—Colossal—i6 Katharine 
Spectacles Hepburn 


Daily Midnight Show Feature Picture 
Comalete Midnight Show Every Sat. 


RKO 85 8 ST. LEX’ AVE 


Wed. te Fri., Oct. 26-28 


“THIRTEEN WOMEN” 
with Irene Dunne 
Ricardo Cortez 


Also 
“ISLE OF PARADISE” 
08i st ST. sroadway 


Wed. te Fri., Oct. 26-28 


TIFFANY THAYER'S 
Sensational Novel 


“THIRTEEN WOMEN” 
with IRENE DUNNE 
RICARDO CORTEZ 


HNOXYs 2 
SIX HOURS TO LIVE 


with WARNER BAXTER 
FRANK CAMBLA’S “ON TO RIO” 
Roxy Orchestra—Fox Movietone News 
New Low Prices 
Beginning Friday ‘“‘Once in a _ Lifetime,”’ 
Jack Oakie and Sydney Fox 


-_ —_—————_—_- — —_—_—_—— 














with 





In Person 
Molly Picon, 
i will OSBORNE and Orchestra, Ad- 
7 dod Attraction Bob MURRAY— 
On screen—Chevalier in 
“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 


after trial. He also charges that 
Kresel brought Samuel Untermyer 
into the case on a _ $30,000 fee, 
though latter took small part in the 
trial. This was in violation of 
Kresel’s agreement to handle the 
entire case for the sum to be paid 
him, 





Maurie Rubens, Shubert = orch 
director, gets a Supreme Court writ 
enjoining the Associated Musicians 
from suspending him for non-pay- 
ment of $1,000 fine levied when he 
took $50 from a player to give him 
a job. 


John V. A. Weaver's play, ‘Run- 
around,’ to be known as ‘Joy For- 
ever.’ 





Herbert V. Bellendre is forming 
a Negro repertory troupe to be 
known as Repertory Playhouse As- 





sociates., To develop the Negro 
actor, 
Lenore Ulric getting ready to 


shed Sydney Blackmer 
divorce route. 


via the 





Metropolitan will open the opera 
season Nov. 21. With the season 
shortened to 16 weeks, 27 singers 
were dropped and 10 picked up. Of 
the newcomers Rose Bampton, 
Helen Gleason, Richard Crooks and 
Richard Bonelli are American. 

Equity magazine urges that the 
theatres get off Broadway as a 
street no longer possessing the dig- 
nity the theatre requires. 





Roxy Theatre Corp. and RKO be- 
fore Federal Judge Caffey Wednes- 
day (19) over the right to the use 
of the name for a theatre. Counsel 
for the old Roxy argued that 
$2,000,000 had been spent in adver- 
tising the name and that $10,000,000 
in securities had been sold. Rocke- 
feller Center lawyer pointed to the 
contract between Roxy and the 
Corp., which had been terminated. 
Decision reserved. 





Walter Wykrent, Plainview, L L, 
convicted of maintaining a nuisance. 
He was arrested in September when 
Betty Varman, an entertainer, was 
shot in front of his resort. 


Belle Livingston’s one-time ‘Coun- 
try Club,’ 128 East 58th street, now 
the Park Avenue Club, raided last 
week by feds and the place gutted. 
Warrant out for George Lemaze, 
putative owner. Feds also want to 
find George DeMange to ask him 
about selling liquor. 





Will of the late Eva Davenport, 
musical comedy, filed for probate. 
Revealed that her son-in-law, John 
J. Levenson, is debarred from 
sharing in the estate because his 
business is of a ‘precarious nature.’ 
Also revealed that her name was 
O’Brien and not Davenport. 





Marietta Cipolla, dance hostess, 
held in bail on homicide charge in 
Bronx court. Asserted she left the 
scene of the accident after her car 
struck and fatally injured an elderly 
woman. 





Federal agents padlocked a speak 
in Newark last week... Two days 
later a prohib agent had to come aH 
the way from Trenton to release a 
cat locked in the place. 

‘Humpty Dumpty’ is now known 
as ‘We Three’ after having been 
‘Rise ’N’ Shine.’ 




















NORMA SHEARER 
BYNY, SMILIN’ THROUGH 


oy On Stage — Abe Lyman; 
fl 


Three Keys & extra at- 


oi = 


and Winona 








y JOUN GOLDEN presents E 


When Ladies Meet 


By RACHEL CROTHERS 
“As rich in its humor as it is warm in 
its sympathy.’—Eve. Post 


ROYALE Thea. W. 45th St.CH. 4-0144 


; Pres. 8:49. Mats. Wed., Sat. 


to $3, Ineluding Tax 
<F 

















Com'g Fri., Clark Gable, Jean Harlow, ‘Red Dust’ 





N. Y. Players’ Guild will do three 
productions this season, including 
‘Marco’s Millions’ and ‘The Good 
Hope,’ both revivals. 

Dr. Damrosch offers the opinion 
that Stokowski’s plan of ‘forcing 
modernistic ‘music on helpless chil- 
dren would be criminal.’ The Phila- 
delphia leader has planned to broad- 
cast the moderns. 








Libby Holman blocking the efforts 
of the Reynolds family to dismiss 
the murder charge against her. 
Wants to stand trial and obtain a 
proper verdict. 





Stanley Herst, actor in ‘The Final 
Curtain,’ in St. Vincent's hospital 
folowing an acgident., The play 
ends on his suicide. As he fell to 
the stage he struck the edge of a 
table, fracturing his skull. Man- 
aged to get to his dressing room, 
where he collapsed and was rushed 
to the hospital, where his condition 
is reported serious. 





Convention of United Cordial 
| Workers, Local 15, a bust at the 
New Harlem Casino last Tuesday 
(18). Some 125 dealers were being 
lurged to join the association on the 





held im $1,500 each on charges of 
conspiracy to violate the prohibi- 
tion law. Three others, said to have 
police records, were taken to the 
Harlem police court, where they 
were held in $500 on vagrancy 
charges. It was the attempted 
formation of this society which led 
to the recent extensive raids on cor- 
dial shops. Original plan of selling 
so many gallons of alky each week 
was changed to straight $5 dues. 





Wife of Guy Phillips, Long 
Island drama coach, who killed her- 
self and two children, was buried 
by a private charity, since Phillips 
asserted he was unable to defray 
the costs, 





Richard Herndon, of ‘Manhattan 
Revue,’ at the Cosmopolitan, an- 
nounces two seats for the price of 
one the entire opening week. All 
seats in the box office, he says. 





Walter Wolff, who sued Warner 
Bros. for $60,000 on breach of con- 
tract, settled his case out of court 
last week. Attorneys wrangled for 
two days. 


Anthony Young leases the Bel- 
mont theatre for his Mirror players. 





‘The Brawl and ‘Petting Party’ 
back on ice after being considered 
{or Broadway production. 


Nathan Rook, Brooklyn legger., 
sent one of his cards to Asst. U. S. 
Attorney Frederick Pepper. Latter 
called the phone number and 
ordered three pints, which presently 
were delivered by a 20-year-old boy 
who either did not notice or did not 
care that the door was lettered ‘Pro- 
hibition Division, U. S. Attorney’s 
Office. Rock, when he learned of 
the pinch over the phone, offered to 
square it, and made a date to meet 
an agent, who picked him up, too. 
Then the phone number was traced 
and five more arrested. 








Elmer Rice denies the report he 
is working on another production. 


Depression brings a new angle to 
the old ‘Spanish swindle.’ Old gag 
told the come-on of hidden treas- 
ure which he was supposed to share 
with the owner, the blowoff being 
an advance cash payment in return 
for exact directions. Now it’s a 
Mexican banker and he offers to 
toss in his 18-year-old daughter. 
He’s supposed te be in jam for 
fraudulent bankruptcy and the gal 
needs protection. Post office has 
been forced to issue a warning. 


Robert Henderson, of the Ann 
Arbor Drama Festival, to replace 
the late Jessie Bonstelle in the De- 
troit civte theatre. 


Lynbrook (i. L) theatre is giving 
out a used car one night a week 
on the usual plan. Last week Mrs. 
Clara Fleischmann dropped her 
ticket in the barrel and her daugh- 
ter, Clara, was selected to make the 
decision. She picked out her 
mother’s number. - 








E. H. Sothern and Julia Marlowe 
go to Paris for a month and then 
to Egypt for the winter. 


Gilbert Miller buys ‘The Spell’ by 
Lili Hatvany. Wants Helen Hayes 
for the lead, so will have to wait 
until spring and after her cinema 
work, 








Aaron Fox, being sued by his 





wife for divorce and support, goes 
into the insurance business. Hires 
Stanley Osserman to handle the 
divorce matter and sells him a 
policy. Says he will contribute 
‘substantially’ to the support of the 
children. 





Charlotte Suppie Westervelt, pro- 
fessionally Shari O'Dea, gets an an- 
nulment of the marriage performed 
three years ago on a dare. Under 
age at the time, which formed the 
ground for the plea. She testified 
she had never lived with her hus- 
band, 





Robert Loraine will be leading 
man for Katherine Cornell in ‘Lu- 
erece.’ Deal closed by transatlantic 
phone Thursday (20). 





Betty Compton back in town, with 
the tabs in hot pursuit. 





O. BE. Wee will make ‘Whistling fa 
the Dark’ his first production in- 
stead of ‘The Good Fairy.’ 





Erlanger estate in court again. 
Saul J. Baron, administrator, asked 
Surrogate Foley to require Mitchell 
Erlanger to give him two confes- 
i sions of judgment and a bond and 














Reported that Jansen, the res- 
taurant man, planning erection of a 
3,500-seat theatre next to the Wal- 
dorf theatre, New York. 

Grantland Rice demanding an ac- 
counting of $21,345 on his films. 
Charges that Amedee J. Van Buren 
transferred that sum from Sport- 
lights to the Van Buren Corp. 
Charges that Van Buren _ took 
$20,000 more than his share in 1930 
and also used $1,345 to purchase 500 
shares of stock which he turned 
over to his own corp. Hearing in 
the N. Y. Supreme court. 





When Reinald Werrenrath ob- 
tained a divorce from his wife, Ada, 
he was required to establish a trust 
fund of $55,000 for his two children. 
Securities were General Motors, and 
in 1929 the shares had risen to 
$68,165 in worth. Baritone sued for 
a return of the securities in excess 
of the required $55,000. Now the 
stock is down to $48,658, and the 
Supreme Court has ordered him to 
pay $7,084 into the fund. 





John Krimsky has abandoned his 
idea of doing ‘Maechen in Uniform’ 
in its stage version. 





Rosalind Morini tells that Otto 
Kahn paid her $100,000 in settle- 
ment of her abandoned libel suit. 
Earliest report was that she got 
only $7,500, of which her attorney 
claimed $5,000. She says lawyer 
was in for $25,000 on the actual pay- 
ment. 





Grief over the death of his 
brother, Louis, caused Leo Gordon, 
Coney Island show manager, to at- 
tempt suicide by slashing himself 
with a knife Saturday (22). He's 
in the hospital in a serious condi- 


tion. Louis, the brother, was one 
of the original backers of Luna 
Park. 





Shuberts will revive Lehar’s ‘The 
Land of Smiles,’ opening in Boston 
Dec. 26. Makes the third revival. 

Joe Cook considering a play by 
Russell Crouse and Corey Ford 
which deals with Diamond Jim 
Brady and the nineties. If he takes 
it he will play the role of a cab 
driver. 





Shuberts have purchased Julian 
Thompson’s ‘Man of Wax.’ Writer's 
last was ‘Warrior’s Husband.’ 





Richard B. Harrison, who plays 
‘De Lawd’ in ‘Green Pastures,’ giv- 
en honorary membership in the 
Signa society of Boston University. 





“Chamberlain Brown has been su- 
ing Helen Twelvetrees for 10% of 
her salary for a 26-week period, 
claiming that he had obtained the 
engagement for her. In the Supreme 
court last Friday (21) the actress’ 
attorneys argued that the contract 
was illegal since the state law pro- 
hibits the collection of more than 


5%. Brown withdrew the suit. 





Arthur Tracy, radio's ‘Street 
Singer,’ married to Beatrice Mar- 
gel, his sec. She is the former wife 
of Morris Weinfield, a N. Y. lawyer, 
who last April sought to cause 











‘Clear All Wires,’ the Spewacka’ 
comedy, will be printed in book 
form. 

Consuelo Flowerton Fock, who 


was divorced by her husband, Dirk 
Fock, Dutch orch leader, reopened 
the case with an application that a 
divorce be granted her and the for- 
mer decree to be set aside. N. Y, 
Supreme court granted her plea Oct, 
21, giving her the custody of their 
eight-year-old daughter... Dutch de- 
cree declared to be obtained through 
collusion and invalid. 





Stage society announces it now 
has 1,500 members. Wants 3,000. 
Patterned after London original and 
to give five plays a season for mein- 
bers only. Plays will be known by 
production numbers and run not 
more than a week. If worthy will 
then be given professional produc- 
tion by others. 





Jack Wolheim, said to be a broth- 
er of the late Louis Wolheim, and 
Morris Cravits, both delegates to 
Local 306, questioned in the Bronx 
last Friday (21) over the bombing 
of Loew’s Paradise. 





Frank Crumit elected Shepherd 
ef the Lambs club, Election Friday 
gave offices to Joseph Santley, boy; 
Frank McCormack, corr. sec.; T. 
Daniel Frawley. recording sec.; 
Robert L. Hague, treas., and Ray- 
mond W. Peck, librarian. Last two 
are holdovers. 





Federal Trade Commission has 
enjoined a publisher from issuing 
song sheets headed ‘popular song 
hits,’ titles carrying the names of 
picture stars or similar catchlines 
on sheets of parodies. Bureau does 
not give names. 


Coast 


Divorce from her third husband, 
Russell O. Gillard, has been asked 
by Lottie Pickford in a complaint 
filed in Superior Court, Los An- 
geles. Cruelty and non-support 
charged. 








Eleanor Hunt has received her 
final decree of divorce from Rex 
Lease in L. A., and will shortly 
make another trip to the altar with 
‘some one prominent in the film 
industry.’ 


Apprehended with what L. A, 
police charge were plans for dyna- 
miting and stench bombing thea- 
tres along the Pacific coast, three 
representatives of a so-called indie 
projectionist union were arrested 
at their headquarters. They were 
Bert Carlisle, Marion Bell and 
Frank E. Anderson. 





Lillian May Fletcher has sued in 
L. A. to divorce her husband, 
Charles M, Fletcher, film writer. 
Jealousy is the alleged cause. 





Lina Basquette’s attempt to re- 
scind a contract involving $1,750 
cash, three $1,000 bonds and a $5,000 
note has been balked by Superior 
Judge Schmidt, L. A., who sustained 
a demurrer to her third effort. Act- 
ress charges she was induced by 


(Continued on page 33) 





Tracy's arrest in Pittsburgh under 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


WHEREIN YOUR COLUMNIST | 
GOES LEGIT. | 


How-Je-Do? 
Well, it finally happened. Oster- | 
man signed a contract for, of all 
things, a legitimate play by Ben 
Hecht and Gene Fowler, ‘The 
Great Magoo.’ (We will explain the 
meaning if you will visit us in our 
private office). To be produced by 
Billy Rose and it’s our first ven- 
ture in a straight play. Can't write 
much more as we are having tea at 
the Lambs Club. Cheerio! 


|20 minutes before 


By Hecht! 


In describing one of the charac- 
ters in their piece, Hecht and Fow- 
‘He should have 


ler do it thusly: 
a Jessel hair-cut, a Lou Holtz 
mouth, a Durante nose and a Jol- 


son twang, or, as our producer Billy 
Rose said, just say he should look 
like Jcssel and to hell with it.’ 


The New Way 

30b Murphy observed a lady do- 
ing acrobatics on the Palace mar- 
quee the other day. He remarked, 
‘That’s a better place to show your 
act than Elizabeth.’ Incidentally, 
this is circus week at the Palace 
with John Barrymore. 


What, No Winter? 

In passing by the RKO Hippo- 
drome your old eagle eye observed 
that the Hipp sign reads ‘Closed 
For The Summer.’ 

They Should 

Jack (Premium) Pasternack re- 
ports that producers are becoming 
so careful in Hollywood, animals 
have to give auditions. 


The Right Month 

There's the tale of the two Jew- 
ish lads who walked into a restau- 
rat on Yom Kipper. One of the 
boys ordered oysters. The other 
one in reprimanding him said, ‘It 
isn’t bad enough you're breaking 
your fast, but you have to order 
oysters yet.’ The little fellow 
looked up and answered, ‘What’s 
wrong with oysters, there’s an R 
in Yom Kippur.’ 


Observation 
Just as McKee is trying to cut 
down on everything they nominate 
O’Brien for Mayor, and he has a 
double chin. 


The New Syste: 

With those watch companies 
announcing the time over the radio 
every few minutes you don’t need 
a clock in your home. For in- 
stance they announce it is eight 
oclock and Abe Lyman’s band. 
People soon will be asking what 
time it is and the answer might 
be, ‘It’s about ten minutes after 
Lyman.’ 


Satisfied 

Benny (sing it, Blossom) Fields 
tells us the story of the Jewish 
mother who wanted the boy to 
marry one of his own race. The 
son, however, is infatuated with 
another girl and although loving his 
mother, hates to give her up. One 
day while ma is hanging up his 
clothes a lipstick falls out of his 
pocket, the mother looked and 
happily said to herself, “Thank 
goodness my boy listened to me 
and is going with a Jewish girl, 
Helena Rubenstein.’ 


Explanation 
The only reason we try to make 
all the openings is to catch the 
critics. We enjoyed George Jean 
Nathan much better at the Brady 
opening that we did at ‘Rendez- 
vous.’ 
Good Idea 
Oscar Levant informed us the 
other night that he has never done 
anything in his life and is now ready 
to stage a come-back, 


A Voter’s Debut 

We are going to vote for the first 
time this year. Being a novice in 
the racket we walked into a small 
tailor shop in our neighborhood to 
seek information. The man told 
us to register. Forgetting for the 
moment, we registered Jack Oster- 
man and wife. 





Ostermania 
In baseball it was Tinker to Evers 


i swell 


| to Gibraltar 





to Chance...In the Casino Theatre | 
it’s Carroll ‘to Ziegfeld to W hite... J 


Law married ly Hertz 

monicker Dox Th 
‘Rex’ that carried Mark Hellinge: 
wasn't on the 
Mark had three 


Evelyn 


for a 


mien 


sailors and the purser in tears. 
that’s ocean, Roscoe...Dave's Biue 
Room features a Richy Craig, Jr., 


Special...It’s called Berle’d Beef... 
and we just found out that the ‘Va- 
riety’ office was once the spot where 


Mme. Francis made all her gorge- 
ous gowns...maybe that accounts 
for certain things...ARE YOU 


READING? 


GLOBE CHANGES HANDS; | 
B’WAY FRONT AS STORE: 


Another Broadway landmark, the 
Globe theatre, fronting on Broad- 
way at 46th street, 








On Both Shoulders 





Oct. 24. 
straw 
been | 


Chicago 
ladies taking 
prohibition have 
here. If dry prefer- 
ence is indicated the sweet 

ung thing will ask: ‘Wouldn't 
a small gon- 
the dry 


Young 
votes on 


umerous 


to make 
carry 


you like 


tribution to on 


cause? . \ 
If wet, it’s the same sort of 


plea changed to fit. 








| 


}on the public 





Held as a Vag After — 


Midnite in Hotlywood 


Holly Dalrwacd, Oct. 24 


Brgy wood 


M 


| Wait.’ 


‘You'll Explain or Be 


| ‘The Art of the Beautician’ 
has gone tough with | 
F. F. Stevens of the local jruled off the midway. It had no place} as ‘Theatrical Day.’ 


ale Manicurists and Breakaway 


Eyelashes at N. Y. Beauty Expo 





See Manicurists. First 


Male 
America.’ 


the 
time in 
‘Step Up and Try Our Permanent } 


Waves.’ 


Eyelashes Grown While You| 
Slogans borrowed from carnival 
Grand Central 


with the Ameri- 


ballyhoo arrived at 
Palace, New York 
can Beauty and Styles Expusition. 


The 


reverently 


tonier 





sales spirit that lectures 
and | 


on ‘Cosmetology’ 


was 


; tertainment. 


At first the boys were 
patronage that they 
took to manicuring another's 
nails. Curiosity eventually broke 
through the American woman's re- 
serve. In time the tables were oc- 
cupied by women pretending inter- 
est in their manicures the while they 


manicurists. 
so cheated of 
one 


stole surreptitious glances at the 
wavy hair and classic features of 
the latest phenomenon of the 


beauty parlor. 

When the midway had been thor- 
oughly inspected, the Auditorium 
promised a program of general en- 
Tuesday was known 
Hostesses were 


ne: ah ordering that all wanderers |in long avenues of booths competing, |®™™Ounced as the Misses Margue- 


highways after mid- 


' night be arrested as vags unless a 


— 


will probably 


become a store on the Main Drag) 


frontage, 
on 46th. Spear & Co., backed by 
the County Trust Co., bid $25,000 
above the first and second mortgage, 


with the theatre entrance | 





explanation can be 
given. 

Curfew makes it .ook bad for 
the lay-offs for they are about the 
only ones who disturb the peace 
and quiet of Hollywood boulevard 
after that hour. Lads have nowhere 


to go and as the evenings are still 


taking over the property from the| balmy they frequent the street just 


Charles B. Dillingham contro] for 
$1,225,000. 
the second mortgage of $1,000,000, 
and Spear-County Trust held the 
second mortgage of $200,000. The 
second mortgagers, by bidding an | 
additional grand, took the property 
itself at foreclosure. 

It is believed that the Broadway |} 
frontage will be sold. New owners 
hold it at $600,000. The theatre then 
would be operated via the _ side 
street. There is a motor exit and | 
entrance there already. 


Carnegie Library held} ter 
| York Palace. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


as the boys who are at liberty clut- 
the eurb in front of the New 
However, the coppers 
will take care of it hereafter. 

Los Angeles has had a curfew 
for years, the town’s whistle pop- 
ping off at nine p. m. Police, how- 
ever, have disregarded the tooting, 
believing that it’s okay for people 
to be’on the street after that hour. 

Hollywood order came under an 
old city ordinance which prohibits 
the keeping of late hours, with the 
latter however not specified. 





America’s 


Bath Tub 





(Continued from page i) 


do they do here, is first, foremost, 
and always immersion of the torso 
in the waters that refresh. But 
some find time to do other things. 
Norma Shearer can tie up business 
in Marshall Field’s any time and 
so can a number of other stars who 
like to shop here. 


Maurice Chevalier wandered aim- | 


lessly about the Loop on one trip, 
unrecognized. He bought a ticket 
to the United Artists and enjoyed 
the show. Then returned to the 
depot and caught his train. James 
Cruze once stretched out on a bench 
in the Dearborn station and took 
a snooze with a newspaper over his 
head while reporters were looking 
for him. 

Actors with an appreciation of 
boxoffice angles, such as _ Clive 
Brook, Gary Cooper, and some 
others, drop in to visit their com- 
pany’s exchanges or theatres. 
There’s a certain danger of being 
stampeded by stenographers dur- 
ing such impromptu calls. 

Reporter’s Delight 

Newspapermen unite in declaring 
Lupe Velez the prize copy-maker. 
She is popular with the boys who 
meet trains because her vitality al- 
ways makes news and a lot of 
laughs. Chicago newsmen have a 
peeve against Marilyn Miller who 
passed through here five times and 
only once deigned to see them. Joan 
Crawford will talk but is a trifle 
too bored with it all to click with 
the interviewing brigade. 

Mary Pickford’s ‘ sweetness’ is 
appreciated and Doug Fairbanks, 
Sr., is popular, as is Harold Lloyd 
because he’s always considerate. 
Ronald Colman’s reputation for be- 
ing hard to handle is not shared 
in Chicago. The boys like him. 

Things to talk about between 
trains are scarce. Whether this is 
a lack of imagination on the re- 
porter’s side or a stiffness with the 
Hollywoodites is a toss-up. Both 
sides fail in originality with about 
equal frequency. There is one group 
who never fail to extol their mar- 
ried happiness. That makes good 
copy for a family town like Chicago. 
Classed as spouse praisers are 
Frederic March-Florence’ Elridge, 
Elna Best-Herbert Marshall, Nick 
Stuart-Sue Carol, Al Jolson-Ruby 
Keeler and, of course others. 

Charlie Chaplin is prepared to 
discuss philosophy, political science, 
or Einstein and generally makes 
good copy. Most of the comedians 
will stand on their heads or climb 
the locomotive to help the press. 
Ed. G. Robinson is in the same cate- 
gory of willing subjects. 


that makes for popularity with the | Hollywood 


reporters and photograrhers, 


Naturally | 


| 


’ 


jliam Hamilton Hardy, 


Ana, Calif., Oct. 18. 
Harry Wickersham, announcer at 
KJBS, San Francisco, to Gloria 
| Casperson, former station office em- 
ployee, Oct. $, in Santa Rosa., Calif. 
Camille Garner, of NBC, Sar 
Francisco, to Kenneth Chipman, 





Ben Turpin, not proud, recalled 
his days as a mop man in the old 
Sherman hotel and posed with a 
mop to show he still could dish it 
out on a marble floor. 

Greta Garbo plays her hermit role 
in Chicago as elsewhere. Newsmen 
frankly recognize that she can be 
cornered for a photograph only by 
subterfuge. A local photographer 
was a three-day celebrity for fox- 
ing her out of a good picture some 
time ago. 

As to Executives 

Among executives Car! Laemmie, 
Sr., is liked for sentimental reasons. 
Junior Laemmle gives out a swell 
smile but little information. Louis 
B. Mayer makes cory and is liked | 
because the boys find him easy to 
approach and his remarks carry 
weight. He is tess platitudinous 
than most of the execs who in the 
bulk are of little interest to the city 
desks. 

New stars, imported or native, 
often stop long enough to have a 
luncheon for the critics and those 


; others whose good will is esteemed. 


These luncheons are apt to be an 
ordeal to everyone concerned and 
if the star keeps the critics waiting 
at the hotel, usually the Blackstone, 
it sometimes stirs up animosity. 
However, the critics are invariably 
kept waiting after the star’s arrival] 
for a simple reason. 
The star is taking a bath. 


MARRIAGES 


Evelyn Groves, who recently di- 
vorced Tommy Manville, Jr., to Wil- 
Greenwich, 





Conn., Oct. 16. 

Cathleen Calhoun to Louis Lee 
Voight in New York Oct. 19. Bride 
was secretary to John Royal, NBC: 
bridegroom is grapefruit grower of 
San Bernadina, Tex. 


Ben Wasson, agent, and Thea 
Devitt, novelist, to be married Oct. 
26 in New York. Wasson is with | 


American Play Co. 

Beatrice Margen to Arthur Tracy 
(the ‘Street Singer’), New York, 
Oct. 21. Bride was formerly singer's 
secretary. 

Kathryn Kelly, 
Richard Arkman, 


picture agent, to 
non-pro, in Santa 


er = Oct. 20. 


one against the other, to draw the 
largest crowd, feature 
resting display, 

The payment of 50c-25c for hold- 
ers of rebate tickets issued by in- 
dividual shop owners—bought en- 
trance to a fascinating show shop. 
Admission was accompanied by the 
privilege of poking endlessly and 
uninterruptedly about the booths of 
59 exhibitors, most of them aching 
to give something away. 

Audience was composed of those 
singularly unbeautiful misses and 
matrons who frequent beauty shows. 
They are invited to try the ‘Hoover 
Bob’ for plump faces; the ‘Roose- 
velt Bob’ for slender faces; the 
‘Beverly Hills Bob’ for those who 
are impressed by a hint of Holly- 
wood. They were instructed not to 
be ‘doubting Thomases’; if thev 
don’t believe that eyelash growth 
could be stimulated, step up and 
see. 

In this way, the Beauty Carnival 
enjoyed a privilege not available to 
circus side shows. By offering free 
applications of beauty products it 
drew its ‘freaks’ directly from the 
audience. No salaries need be paid 
the ‘lit-tell ladees’ who mounted 
ballyhoo platforms to demonstrate 
the wonder works of creams, lotions, 
dyes and alliec beauty aids. 


The ladies responded to this dra- 
matic bid for attention with the cold 
analysis of hard-headed scientists. 
Methodically, they inspected each 
booth, weighing the advantages of 
products offered for free trial. As 
long as they were to receive some- 
thing for nothing, they would ac- 
cept only the best. Their decisions} 
made, they climbed into operating 
chairs, the recipients of water 
waves, permanents, facials. Those 
who had not yet made up their 
minds watched in frozen concentra- 
tion, peering with absorption intg 
the face of the demonstratee, almost 
clambering on the shoulders of the 
demonstrator, in their eagerness to 
catch every step of the process. 

The booth that wielded the great- 
est fascination was the one in 
which false eyelashes were applied. 
The girls swooped down on this 
with the enthusiasm and full pur- 
pose of crusaders. They pushed 














- BIRTHS _ 


Mrs. Lincoln Quarberg, 
of Lebanon hospital 
Father is @ scenario, 
War 


and 
Cedars 


Mr. 


son, 


yritere at ners, 


} until 


they shoved, then stocially held their 

ground to be next in line. They 

blinked bravely as the glue smarted 

their eyes. They trotted away to 

the next exhibit, happy to have out- 

witted Nature, however obviously. 
Latest Phenomenon 


They were more wary of the male} 
j 


he mos = | ome 
t AOC ar \E 


Louise Prussing, Rita 
Helen Menken, Peggy 
ears, Agnes Ayres and Tillie Le 
Lenore Ulric was scheduled 
to lecture on ‘The Personality of 
Makeup.’ Ray Perkins was pro- 
programmed as a jovial master of 
ceremonies, 


rite Sylva, 
| Weiman, 


Blang- 


A strange epidemic overtook all 
but two of the publicized theatre- 
ites. With the exception of Mar- 
guerite Sylva and Louise Prussing, 
they were all dreadfully sorry, but 
they were ill. 

‘Our next speaker,’ explained the 
considerably embarrassed directress, 
‘is another Regret.’ The Regret was 
none other than Earl Carroll, terri- 
bly sorry that he couldn’t come and 


discuss “The Cinderella in Every 
Woman.’ 
But if the speaker’s platform 


failed o1 Theatre Day, the midway 
more than made up for its defi- 
ciencies, with the excitement and 
dramatization of first-rate show- 
manship. 


TURTLE RACING PLANT 
BECOMES SOCK ARENA 


_ Los: Angeles, Oct. 24, 

Turtie-racing track at Third and 
Fairfax, which had a two night run 
before police closed in on its ale 
leged betting activities, will reopen 
as a fight arena. 

Morris E. Cohn, who operates thé 
Pasadena sock stadium, will be in 
charge of the new plant, which has 
been incorporated as the Third and 
Fairfax Arena. Carroll Whiteley 
and R. L. Kellner are the other die 
rectors, 


Par’s Charity Ball Team 


Hollywood, Oct. 24, 

Paramount has organized a base- 
ball team to play in one of the local 
commercial leagues during the wine 
ter. Proceeds from the games will 
go to charity. Team will be known 
as the ‘Gary Cooper-Jack Oakie- 
Richard Arlen’ outfit with the stu- 
dio figuring the stars’ names will 
help the draw. Players will be asked 
to make appearances whenever the 
nine plays. 

Several leaguers to be in uniforms 
include Jack Adams, Wally Rehg 
and Fred Haney. 
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Petty Smuggli 

Huntington, in Canada, 
ing Trout River (Malone, N. Y.). 
Americans stop who want a drink 
town’s best hotel is called the 
A party of Americans went acros 


the Chateau at Huntington for a meal and drinks. 


to the American side one of the wi 
champagne for $7 and hid the bott 
The men didn’t know it. 

At the American customs office goi 


ng Two Ways 


is the first town across the border after leave 


Which means it’s the place where 
they can order without fear. The 


Chateau, a sort of roadhouse. 


s the border one recent evening to 
When about to return 
ves in the party bought a quart of 
le in the sleeve of her heavy coat, 


ng back an inspector examined only 


the woman who had hidden the bottle of wine, stating he knew she had 


liquor on her, 


The inspector could not find it by merely looking s0 


ordered the woman inside the customs house for a further search. When 


inside 
one else in the party was examined 

The woman had bought the bottle 
room at the Chateau. The 


of the 
destroy 


One men asked the inspec 
didn't the bottle in the pre 
answered they were not permitted t 
the badger’ (boss) appeared, 
that the receipt the petty smuggler 


the seized liquor has heen destroves 


she produced the bottle, it was seized and she was fined $5. 


although it is 


No 
or questioned, 


of wine from a waiter in the dining 


men in the party were puzzled over any 
possible split on the apparent tip off, 


and if so how it could oceur. 

tor who made the seizure why he 
sence of the party. The inspector 
that but must hold the bottle 
generally understood 
fined the $5 says 
rerence, 


o do 


sign when 
in his or her Y 


must 
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By Glenn C. Pullen 

T. Osborne Eltonhead treating a Sigibeeatns 
RAPER Ome, - Marion Davies here for visit 

Russ Moon looks like a new man Bob Winton again Ripp’'s “aa 
with that appendix out. manager. 

Polly Hill landed with the Dono- the Morrison. Same tavern had th N H Tony Burns is now fronting 
hue & Coe ad agency. 0 ywo National Spiritualists Assn. ew aven Plaza Club. & for 

Milton Berle’s Ma catches every -. haries a P gn nae ars By H. M. Bone Prag Joftis is reopening New 
performance of ‘Vanities.’ 3 a range juice z an oe =e 4 sarm nitery. 

‘lift Fischer, Paris agent, deferred Percy Heath convalescing at Palm] the manufacture of lobby display: Myron Roman has built State's 

paper eager gerd age -iarethyn ePrice Springs. onzo Stagg became an auto- Sdgew layers start llth sea-| pit band up to 16 
his sailing back for another week | "PE'T5* _ _Abonso | Stags ag Pay Edgewood Players st s pit d_up to 16. | 

; P. R. Kent recovered from sinus| 8taph prize last week when 4! | son Oct. 28. ohn Hale's Hanna (legit) dark 

Morris Gest around and getting operation. nouncing his retirement as U. of ¢ ‘Frenchmen’ tab chorus full of again for three weeks. 
buuquets on his physical appear- Francis X. Donegan in town for a| coach. } sprained ankles. Owen Moore ill with flu, but 
ance. brief stay. Hazel Flynn and Molly Kreuge ’ ciaietl tnieinins 45° eveekdaiien opened local radio show. 

Will Morrissey talking about a Bill Rice has joined the Fox pub- | authored a radio satire, to be seen oo Fa Club ; : . Bill Foo’s New China first to put 
night spot under title of ‘Night/ licity staff. in E. M. Glucksman's ‘Color Box | of Curbstone = ized on See Sees Hewatown. 
Court.’ Chico Marx arguing over a fen- | Revue.’ Harry Berman has reorganize Rube Wolf has enrolled six-year. 

George J. Schaefer at home sev-| der scratch. Senator Murphy, back from Ire- | his Junior Symphony. aft a o'd son in first-grade school. 
ral days nursing a case of ia Town is all jammed up with Eng- | land. of all places, spent a day with They miss John Malley aroun Nickolas Sokoloff starts Cleve- 
on Ning vs sing : lish accents. his parents between Detroit and|the Shubert this year. ay land Symphony’s 15th season. 

: . , # P s : ieee ayes 

_ + bertanti back in the Harpo Marx is vacationing at | Cedar Rapids. ; Rivoli re christens amateur n Ernie Hughes starts school of 

Francis Albertanti Walter. St.| Palm Springs. Earl Maestro, former lightweight | ‘Professional Tryouts. __ | Stage make-up for local mines. 
Garden, ! succeeding alter St. Harry Green blew into town after | boxer, will play the Chicago thea- Wm, J.yon Phelps has started his Phil Selznick has to use a button. 
Denis as p.a. a year’s absence. tre with F&M’s ‘Follow Thru.’| weekly lecture course. acts hook to get into his new coupe. 

sob Ritchie, personal mgr. for Walter Huston riding a bike to| Maestro is a nephew of Jimmy| Jimmie Mahon has real medals/ James Barton missed State's first 
Jeanette MacDonald, in for a coupla Petrillo. for fife-and-drumming. opening matinee due to late train. 


weeks from the Coast. 

Tickets for the Casino opening of 
George White’s ‘Glorified Variety 
Show’ will sell at $5 a copy. 

Chie Sale in town, praising Jackie 
Cooper and stating the kid taught 
him a lot of new screen tricks. 

Maurice, former vaude magician, 
now in the eatery biz and interpret- 


ing customers’ dreams between 
courses. 
Transparent brassieres under 


dark blue spots are the nearest the 
local burley strippers can get to 
the former limit. 

Dario, of Dario and Diane, to open 
a class gypsy nitery in the Times 
Sq. sector with an authentic Magyar 
orchestra and cuisine. 

Milton Lazarus, p. a., has taken 
the plunge, giving his liabilities as 
$31,802 and assets none. 

Louella Parsons and her husband, 
Dr. Harry Martin, back from Eu- 
rope last week and left almost im- 
mediately for Hollywood. 

Columbia’s George Brown busted 
loose in tails last week. He spent 
Saturday afternoon at home re- 
hearsing how to sit down. 

Billy LaHiff and Jack McGowan 
spend Saturday night at Roseland, 
which gives you an idea how tough 
it is to kill time these days. 

There are 25 pistol shots in ‘Ren- 
dezvous.’ Ruth Fallows’ gat barks 
four times, although she is only 





supposed to get three guys. 

Reed Howes, pictures, has been 
okayed as a prospective son-in-law 
by a prominent social family. A 
European honeymoon is on the 
tapis. 1 

George Frank, Coast agent and 
personal manager for Jimmy Cag- 


ney, looking the plays over on a 
10-day visit. Returning later this 
week. 


Billy Grady insists that his pres- 
ent office in the Globe theatre is on 
the site of his very room 34 years 
ago when he lived at the Blue Front 
hotel. 

Edgar Hart is making another of 
his leaps. He hopped from Spokane 
to his home in San Diego and now 
he’s slated for a theatre in New 
Jersey. 

Mayfair Gardens reopens tonight 

25) under management of Joe Pope 
and Billy Gallagher. Floor show 
produced by Noel Sherman and Billy 
Arnold. 

Bob Murphy’s daughter, Dorothy, 
appearing in her dad’s act at the 


State, refused to quit despite a 
crushed hand received in a stage 
accident. 


A Willy Pogany marble statue and 
other art work has been purchased 
by Sam Goldwyn as lobby decora- 
tion for the Palace Curing run of 
‘Kid From Spain.’ 

Bobbe (Perkins) Harris pushes off 
for the Coast this Wednesday (26) 
to visit her sister, Grace Perkins. 
They recently wrote a book together 
which will soon see print. 

Joe Lewis’ Nut Clubists going to 
Sing Sing Nov. 6 (Sunday) for a 
frolic at the prison, with special 
attention to giving ‘Playboy’ Ryder 
a little personal service. 

Record number of autograph 
fiends milled among premiere crowd 
at ‘Dinner’ at Eight.’ The count 
was 38 and kept the house staff 
busy shooing them out of Music Box 
lobby. 

No standing room allowed at 
‘Dinner at Eight’ opening so Georgie 
Hale grabbed his coat and hat and 
scrams. Anyway, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
has moved and Georgie staged those 


’ dences, so he really belongs at the 


4€th St. Theatre. 

When Will Osborne attempted to 
stage his ‘burial of the crooners’ fol- 
de-rol in the middle of the Square 
he was undignifiedly chased by the 
gendarmerie, who refused to take 
recognition of his marquee billing at 
Loew's State. Wanted a permit. 

Rodeo cowpunchers from. the 
Madsqgarden taking in the sand- 
wich nite life at Reuben’s in their 
fancy sateen shirts, spurs and som- 
breros. The bulldoggers don’t go for 
being shifted behind that elbow, but 
insist on down front perches for 
their sandwich munching. 

Dimitri Tiomkin’s 64-year-old 
mother, who’s attending night school 
to learn English, sent out her first 
press notice—a squib in this col. a 
couple of weeks back that she’s tak- 
ing the nocturnal academic course. 
To make it official, Tiomkin, mere, 
has been sending ‘Variety’ to all her 
friends in Russia. 


keep the weight down. 

Harry Cohn is called ‘principal’ 
at the Columbia studio. 

Ralph Farnum likes to play them 
the hard way at the Dunes. 

Caliente is promising the Holly- 
wood mob better breaks this season. 

Overcoats are coming out of the 
moth balls, but hats are still miss- 
ing. 

Adolphe Menjou’ escorting his 
mother around the various eating 
spots. 

Palm Springs was a complete sell- 
out for the opening week-end of the 
season. 

Jake Wilk unusually interested in 
getting to see anybody’s preview as 
a guest. 

Sam _ Gibson, 
tion Picture Classic,’ 
yearly oo. 

Rebecca of Rebecca and Silton to 
New York to entice new faces for 
the cinema. 

Bill Perlberg says he is going to 
vote for Norman Thomas and Rev. 
Bob Shuler. 
‘Death Valley’ Farnum still wear- 
ing a red tie. Same for his pal, 
‘D. V.’ Scotty. 

Walter Ruf, newspaperman, added 
to Par studio publicity department 
as a unit man. 

Sidney Franklin won't leave here 
for his Spanish bull tossing tour 
until December. 

Clarence Freed is Keit-Engel’s 
rep on the Coast instead of Stept- 
Powers, as reported. 

Paul L. Stein has left for England 
to make a couple of pictures for 
British-International. 

Studio cameramen throwing their 
annual shindig at Ambassador au- 
ditorium Saturday (29). 

J. J. McCarthy is a guest of Win- 
nie Sheehan’s at his Bel Air home 
during his sojourn here. 

Richard Dix appeared for his 
NBC-‘Hollywood-on-the-Air’ broad- 
cast wearing carpet slippers. 

After 89 weeks at the Rainbow 
Gardens, Jack Dunn and orchestra 
have been renewed for another year. 
Sammy Kessler came on from 
New York to see whether there is 
a nook somewhere in the picture 
racket for him. 

Freddie March is slightly puzzled 
by his having been made president 
of the Mayfair Club inasmuch as 
he’s not a member. 

Jean Hersholt’s son, Alan, has 
changed his name to Jean, Jr., since 
starting the study of histrionics at 
a local acting school. 

Geo. R. Giroux, former Metro 
salesman here, but for the past few 
years located in Chicago, has joined 
Educational’s local sales force. 

Back only a week after four 
months in New York on film buys, 
J. J. Sullivan (F-WC) has started a 
tour of the circuit’s Coast houses. 

Francis Yeats-Brown, author of 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer,’ due here 
on a lecture tour about the time 
Par expects to get his book into 
production. 

Archie Mayo stopped off at Mayo 
Bros.’ plant in Rochester, Minn., and 
says a physical survey indicated he 
had three bad scripts hidden away 
in his anatomy. 

Eddie Diamond could not resist 
the lure of Hollywood, so drove in 
from New York and got tangled up 


publisher of ‘Mo- 
here on his 


in the Texas floods for four days 
while on the trip. 
Denis J. O’Brien, New York at- 


torney for Pickford and Fairbanks, 
is here on his annual visit to his 
clients as a guest at Pickfair. His 
son, Paul, is with him. 


— 


Nate Blumberg returned to N. Y. 
Friday. 

Evans Plummer 
riet Cruise. 

Milt Levy 
show boat. 

sill Weiman of E. M. Marks pass- 
ing through. 

Charley Niggemever 
his father's estate. 

Charles F. Thompson of Los Ane 
geles Scenic Co., here. 

Cleo Mayfield joined hubby Cecil 
Lean, who is in ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 
‘Jack E. Dwork now a full-fledged 





managing Har- 


handling the Chicago 


settling up 





attorney after working for Harry 
Munns for 12 years. 

Henry Ewald came in from De- 
troit to low! over N BC. Niles 
Trammell acted as suide. 

Inland Eitors mventioned§ at 


Roy Carruthers of Waldorf-As- 
toria rep becomes general manager 
of the Drake hotel. He has lately 
been secretary of the Arlington race 
track here. 

Town was 
execs last week: 
Dembow, Le Roy Furman, Lester 
Ludwig, Arthur Mayer, E. M. 
Glucksman, Jules Levy, showed up. 

Tom, Dick and Harry of WGN 
after negotiating for months to play 
a B&K date opened and had _ to 
close the next day when acute ap- 
pendicitis took one of them to the 
hospital. 


agog with visiting 
Sam Katz, Sam 





Minneapolis 





Gayety (burlesque) two-for-one. 

Panhandlers a problem in local 
loop. 

One of two local tabloid weeklies 
folds. 

Many shoestring night clubs, but 
trade way off. 

Giace Troy, 
lady, departing. 

Flu knocks out Harold Kaplan, 
Paramount manager. 


Merle Potter, ‘Journal’ drama edi- 
tor, a convert to hats. 


Kay Kyser and band pulling at 
Hotel St. Paul night club. 


Bootleggers bellyaching plenty 
about bum biz despite cut prices. 


Cliff Gill at 15¢e Pantages the 
loop’s fashion plate house manager. 

Eddie Ruben’s deal for six-out-of- 
town Publix houses still hanging 
fire. 

‘Smilin’ Thru’ won Merle Potter's 
rarely awarded ‘5A’ top rating in 
Journal. 

Low budgets. handicapping proper 
exploitation of attractions at local 
show houses. 

Muriel Stewart handling publicity 
for W. A. Steffes’ new World, for- 
eign film housé, 

Frank Steffy, State impresario. 
loop’s most confirmed optimist and 
bull on everything. 

Sam Dembow and David J. Chat- 
kin here for Publix to direct new 
administration setup. 

Departure of Emil Franke, live- 
wire and hard working manager, a 
source of much sorrow. 

Mildred Billert, one-time ‘Follies’ 
dancer, expanding her dancing 
school into booking agency. 

Theatres played big part in cele- 
bration marking turning on of new 
Hennepin avenue street lights. 

Initial fight card of season, fea- 
turing Levinsky and Sekyra, a 
financial fizzle for new club owners. 

Father Coughlin hour gets run- 
ning start again for distinction of 
being ‘most popular radio program.’ 

‘Life Begins’ is State theatre's 
first ‘adults only’ picture, with chil- 
dren under 16 barred, according to 
ads. 

Charlie Johnson, crack ‘Star’ 
sports editor, ghost writing for 
Bernie Bierman, Minnesota football 
coach. 

Ed. Furni is Publix’s pinch-hit- 
ting manager, assigned to no par- 
ticular house, but doing general 
utility. 

Minneapolis Symphony ‘orchestra 
advance totals $36,000, a $9,000 in- 
crease over corresponding period a 
year ago. 

University of Minnesota trying 
innovation of cheaper $1.19 ‘ickets 
for lesser football games in effort 
to swell 20,000 crowds. 

Andy Cohen, former New York 
Giants’ and last season Minneapolis 
second baseman, Bainbridge stock 
guest star in ‘Elmer the Great.’ 

Highly regarded pictures weak in 
territory outside large key spots in- 
clude ‘Love Me Tonight,’ ‘Movie 
Crazy,’ ‘Down to Earth’ and ‘Blonde 
Venus.’ 

‘Tribune’ devoting much more 
space to picture reviews and stories 
than ever before, with new critic, 


Bainbridge leading 


Marion Mason, contributing daily 
feature yarns. 
Julie Madsen, singer, and Jack 


Malerich, pianist, formerly at Min- 
nesota, head 13-piece orchestra at 
Leamington, exclusive hotel's first 
| night club try. 

W. R. Frank brings mandamus 
action against city council to com- 
pel it to issue license for new inde- 
;}pendent neighborhood house ap- 
proved by voters of district at 
‘referendum. 





David Stanley Smith again takes 
N. H. symphony in tow. 

Hollywood Lodge breaks out 
Ansonia as no-cover spot. 

Sy Byer selling turpentine while 
the fiddle is in mothhballs. 

J. Edward Rogers will direct ‘Low 
Bridge’ for Parish Players. 

Dan Cummings soon to break out 
in the Bing Crosby manner. 

May Turpin returned to home 
town with tab ‘Frenchmen.’ 

Anderson and Allen, a couple of 
footballers, turned acrobats. 

Raquel Torres quits ‘Malibu 
Beach’ for Coast hop to films. 

Took two-week vacash to revamp 
Charley McBride after eye op. 

They finally took that advertising 
eyesore off the Shubert curtain. 

Charlie Myers laid aside tire biz 
for a week of Palace sax tooting. 

Times so tough Russ Spang goes 
duck hunting to feed the family. 

Hotel Taft starts Sat. Night Club 
in the Pierette and Mayfair fash- 
ion. 

Hony Acquarulo had a Venice, 
Italy, postcard from Kearney Wal- 
ton. 

They brought Jim Brody from 
wilds of Shelton to work Palace 


in 


board, 
Two kids slept through four 
shows at the Globe. Potential 
critics? 


Poli backstage looked like home 
to Thelma Andersen, former line 
girl here. 

Town gave Albie Booth testi- 
moniai dinner on eve of ‘All-Amer- 
ican’ opening. 

Movie-minded billboard artist 
uses Gloria Swanson photo as fur- 
niture adv. model. 

Little Theatre went English and 
gave tea for Henry Hull's ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ cast. 

Ernestine Henoch doubles _be- 
tween N. Y.’s ‘Americana’ and dance 
tutoring at local Terrace School. 

Business and Professional Wom- 
en's Club, who sponsored Abbey 
Irish Players, gave them a free 
feed. 

Mildred Harris Chaplin tells lo- 
cal scribe she’s engaged to myster- 


ious South American tobacco 
milyunair. 
Betty O'Rourke, former Poli 


Rocket, increased U. S. population 
by one and Arline Holmes, ditto, 
is about to. 


Montreal 





on Royal reopened Sunday 
>» 

Larry Stephens p.a.’ing His Ma- 
jesty’s. 

Joe Lightstone’ dickering for 
Gayety. 


Nabes fighting slump with dance 
contests. 

Doc Douglas taken off air sud- 
denly by CKAC. 

‘Dow Girl’ on CKAC giving boost 
to Old Stock Ale. 


‘Jimmy Adams at Loew’s with 
Follies floor show. 
Stanley Jackson, Chicago ‘Trib’ 


correspondent, married Sunday (23). 
Evelyn Boyce back as impresario, 

handling Ponselle, Iturbe and Robe- 

son. 

_Consolidated Theatres lease all 

houses but Princess and Palace, 

Verdum, 

Gorgon Sinclair only newspaper- 
man to penetrate penitentiary dur- 
ing the Kingston prison riots. 

Crime wave in North End of city 
brings eight hold-ups in past two 
days. Picture houses under spe- 
cial police protection. 

Advance sale for Montreal sym- 
phony orchestra’s 26 weeks’ season 
shows more subscribers by double 
than same time last year. 

Montreal outdistances Toronto 
and moves into first place as larg- 
est Candian center of radio re- 
ception with record of nearly 100,- 
000 licenses for radio sets issued 
first six months of fiscal year. 97,- 
997 as compared with 63,649 for 
Toronto in period. 

Quebec Allied Theatre Owners’ 
Association making move in scrap 
now started with churches and pub- 
lic halls admitting children to film 
shows in basements and halls at 
10c admish, while movie houses are 
forbidden to admit minors under 
sixteen. Many of such basements 
insufficiently protected against fire, 
it is claimed, and case will be tak- 
en if necessary up to Premier 


Maurice Spitalny forming dance 
band of his own for radio date. 

Don Kayler, pianist, taking his 
new wife to Quebec for honeymoon. 

Phil Selznick angling for Louise 
Brooks’ black-and-tan Creole Club. 

Babs Parks doubling between 
Bamboo Gardens and Keith's Fast 
End. 

Chicky 
new hit 
Club. 

Walter Powell with own comedy 
band going into Grace Hayes’ new 
revue. 

Ed Keller's trying to get seem- 
ingly jinxed Music Box cafe opened 
again. 

Billy Banks at Club Madrid going 
to New York to make new Victor 
records. 

W. Ward Marsh, flicker reviewer. 
going in for out-of-town speech- 
making. 

Ben Atwill exploiting Ohio's first 
winter show, ‘Man Who Reclaimed 
His Head.’ 

William Randolph Hearst under- 
going operation on neck at Cleve- 
land Clinic. 


Zels, rhumba shaker, is 
at Louise Brooks’ Creole 


Vallee, recovering from pleurisy in 
hospital here. 


grade school, although not sure of 
staying here. 


Town's swankiest speak closed, 


leaving theatre boys without a 
meeting spot, 

Myron Roman, bandmaster at 
State, secretly married to Naomi 


Papo, non-pro. 

‘Red’ Nichols’ .wife and four-year- 
old baby jumping to New York to 
see her mother. 

Ed Wynn slated to do his broad- 
cast from Hanna’s stage in ‘Laugh 
Parade’ Nov. 15. 

F-M revues being given final test 
week, with ‘Desert Song’ coming in 
if grosses pick up. 

Frank Joftis reopened nitery la- 
beled New Barn, but had master of 
ceremonies trouble. 

Larry Funk, bandmaster, getting 
divorce from Dolores Rey of pic- 
tures in November. 
Whitford Kane and Hampden’'s 
‘Cyrano’ returning to guest director 
it for Civic Theatre. 

Innes Brothers folded their Beaux 
Arts cafe with sign, ‘Closed account 
lack of steam heat.’ 

Rudy Vallee was slated to judge 
local college beauty contest, but 
girls turned him down. 

Eleanor Clarage, ‘Peedee’ column- 
ist, threatens to slap rival columne- 
ist for her nasty cracks. 

Four local bands pinch-hit in one 
week at New China when Fletcher 
Henderson did a walk-out. 

Glenn Hunter and Queen Smith 
booked for Ohio’s ‘Lily Turner,’ to 
be retitled ‘Health Is Wealth.’ 

Windsor French is plotting new 
gossip colyum for ‘News,’ making 
three chatters on local sheets. 
Musicians and stage hands at 
Keith's given two weeks’ notice, 
with change of policy rumored. 

Bob McLaughlin and Sam Man- 
heim putting on dog by getting 
chauffeur for Ohio’s official car. 


Gerald Fitzgerald, who used to 


wear dress suit as Palace’s stage 
manager, now props at RKO-East 
End. 

Club Madrid was raided by 20 


cops looking for gangsters, but only 
gave society-party gals unexpected 
thrill. 
Loew’s is trying to keep State's 
advance bills secret from rival RKO 
Palace, but lets ’em out to every- 
body else. 
Bamboo Gardens cafe to be an- 
geled by chemical company, owners 
of building, when Manny Landers 
opens it Thursday. 
Charles Allen here to direct dress 
rehearsals of Bob McLaughlin's 
‘Man Who Reclaimed Head.’ Open- 
ing postponed two days. 
William F. Connot, retired 
eran showman, in town to 
wife’s relatives and see Bob 
Laughlin about a new play. 
Chicago promoters looking for 4 
spot for dance marathon, but turned 
down by Ed Day at Bedford Glens 
in spite of reputed $25,000 offer 

Joe E. Brown doing a personal a 
Warners’ Uptown, came by motor 
from Toledo, but showed up at rai! 
road station when told that rece}:- 


velt- 
visit 
Me- 








Taschereau, whd is also attorney- 
general of the province. 


tion committee expected him the 


iid Haugh, head local musicians’ 
union 27 years, running for presi- 
dency again. , 

Elmer Gow, manager for Rudy 


Rube Wolf enrolled son in first : 
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News From 


the Dailies 





(Continued from page 36) 


ud to enter into deal with John 
0. and Mary G. Haley for the con- 
gtruction of a building. 


a charge of striking her and 
perusing to buy her clothes, Mar- 
jorie Sonneborn, actress, was 
granted & divorce from Stephen 
Goosson, studio art director, in 
L. A. 

ing that Ann Harding failed 

joey ore for room rent and inci- 

dentals, the Warwick hotel, N. Y., 

pas sued the actress in L. A. Mu- 

nicipal Court seeking a judgment 
for that amount. 











wen Lee, actress, owes the New 
won. Cloak and Suit House $411 for 
clothing, according to a suit to col- 
ject that amount filed in L, A. Mu- 


nicipal Court. 





New York dentist, Dr. George w. 
Connell, charges that Richard Ben- 
nett still owes $60 of an $820 dental 
pill and has asked a judgment for 
the amount alleged due in L. A. 
Municipal Court. 





When the auto in which she was 
riding turned turtle, Ruby Neeley, 
employed in makeup department at 
Metro studio, suffered possible skull 
fracture and internal injuries and a 
proken leg. She is at a San Ber- 
nardino, Cal., hospital. 





Checks from friends which were 
mailed to Jess Willard following his 
testimony in court that he was 
broke and working as a $15 a week 
bouncer in a Hollywood market are 
being returned by the former heavy- 
weight champion to the donors. 
Willard said he is going to fight his 
own battle. 





2.000 children employed as 
pictures are from 5 to 
20% ahead of other juveniles in 
their studies, according to J. H. 
Thomas of the Los Angeles board 
of education. 


The 
actors in 


Hit by a bicycle in Long Beach, 
Cal., Beatrice Prentice, actress wife 
of Harrison Ford, is in a serious 
condition. 





Adjudged guilty of contempt of 
court in L. A., Charlie Morton, ac- 
tor, has been given 30 days in which 
to pay alimony which is charged 
due for the support of his nine 
months old daughter. 

Charles Morton, screen actor, re- 
leased by Hollywood police after 
latter convinced he had no part in 
alleged attempted suicide of Dona 
Rose Wheelock, at her apartment 
following a party. 





Telling L. A. Superior Court Judge 
Frank C. Collier that her husband, 
Jack West, screen actor, bragged 
on the strets of his thespian ability, 
Ruby West awarded a divorcee. 





Eleanor Holm, Olympic swim 
champ, and Antonio Moreno, film 
actor, made defendants in $15,000 
damage suit filed in Los Angeles by 
Olive Worum, a nurse. Suit is 
aftermath of an auto accident in 
August, Complaint aleges Miss 
Holm was driving the actor’s auto 
and ran down the nurse and her 
charga, a six-year-old girl. 


Harry Bannister returned here 
from London, finishing the trip from 
Winslow, Ariz., by train after plane 
was forced down by bad weather. 
Bought a play in London and says 
he'll try it out in L. A. before taking 
it to New York. 





Courtenay ‘Terrett filed suit in 
L. A. Municipal: Court against Par- 
amount for $916. Claims is balance 
due for his treatment on ‘Head- 
line Hunger.’ Had already received 
$3,016. 


Will of the late Herman Fitchen- 
berg, leaving $250,000 to the widow, 
been contested in Superior 
Court, L. A., by his nephew and 
niece, Jack Fitchenberg and Miriam 
Fitchenberg Kubby. 


Howard B. Stockton, janitor of 
the Knoll theatre, L. A., was robbed 
by bandits of $550 of the theatre's 
receipts. 


Damages of $25,000 are asked of 
Aimee Semple McPherson-Hutton 
in L. A. Superior Court by the four 
children of Mrs. Mathilda Sprague. 
Latter died a year ago following a 
fall on the steps of Angelus Temple, 
according to the complaint. 


Suicide was declared to have been 
responsible for the death of George 
A. Davidson. Jr., film technician, by 
& coroner’s jury in L. A., following 

is death from gunshot wounds in 

Olywood. 


No motion picture work is con- 


| RKO, are now married. 





} 


| 


| 
| 


templated by Margaret Livingston, | 


2 Hollywood on business matters. 
-_--— 

On instructions of 

proul, 
owt in favor of R. H. Semple, Pasa- 
ag millionaire, who had been sued 
Or $60,000 on a slander charge by 
ncis J, Verhaeren, eastern hotel 


Superior Judge | 
L. A., a jury signed a ver- | 


man. Suit was the aftermath of a 
party given by Elsie Janis, at which 
a $10,000 diamond ring was reported 
stolen, 





Damages of $100,000 are sought 
from the Hal Roach studios by 
George Alexander. Latter charges 
he lost a hand as the result of in- 
juries sustained when a bomb used 
in a picture exploded, 


Kathryn Carver has been confined 
in a hospital near L. A. from a 
nervous breakdown. This was 
learned following the announcement 
of an amicable separation between 
Adolphe Menjou and herself. Di- 
vorce imnpends., 





Armed guards have been sta- 
tioned at the Hollywood home of 
Marian Nixon and her husband, Ed- 
ward Hillman, Jr., following threats 
made as a result of their identifica- 
tion of Buster B. Bevill as the one 
who stole jewels valued at $7,900 
from them. 





Will of the late Paul Bern be- 
queathing all to his wife, Jean Har- 
low, has been admitted to probate 
in Probate Court, L. A., with the 
actress named sole administratrix. 
No estimate of the estate has been 
made. Crowds packed the corri- 
ders and court room to see the 
actress. 


Contending it is for fraternal and 
not social purposes, the 233 Club, 
formed for Masons in the motion 
picture industry, Hollywood, has 
sued in Federal Court to have the 
government return $12,905 paid in 
taxes in 1924. 


Joyce-Selznick agency, Hollywood, 
is suing to collect 10% commish on 
the $15,000 which John Francis Dil- 
lon, a client, is said to have earned 
at Fox since July 16. Agency 
charges also that Dillon owed it 
$6,500 prior to that date, but this 
sum was included in his liabilities 
in a bankruptcy petition. 


Helene Costello robbed of $30,000 
in jewels by two second story men 
who entered her Beverly Crest 
home, One bracelet containing a 
2l1-carat diamond was valued at 
$24,000, 


Aggravated by blinding studio 
lights, a tiger severely lacerated its 
trainer, Mabel Stark, in a scene for 
a Paramount picture being filmed at 
the Al G. Barnes winter quarters 
near L. A. 





Rush for the exits by Hollywood's 
all nighters resulted when Feds 
pushed in on an evening's entertain-! 
ment at the Pup cafe. Virginia; 
Peterson, believed by police to be 
the hostess, and William A. Staley, 
said to be owner or Manager, were 
among the eight arrested. 


Mid-West 


Frank Willard, cartoonist of 
‘Moon Mullins’ comic strip, divorced 
in Sarasota, Fla. He gives his wife 
50-50 on everything, including a life 
interest in a trust fund of $150,000. 
Couple lived in Kenilworth, Chicago 
suburb, where Willard commutes to 
his work on the Chicago ‘Tribune.’ 





Anna May Wong was profusely 
apologized to by Mae Tinee and the 
Chicago ‘Tribune’ because a Vienna 
dispatch to the ‘Trib’ reported the 
Chinese actress as hitting a child 
in her automobile. 

Story was a case of wrong identi- 
fication, Film actress is in Holly- 
wood working for Metro. 





Nelson Freeman, with Doc Per- 
kins orchestra at the Ritz ballroom, 
Cleveland, was congratulating him- 
self on escaping a serious auto ac- 
cident with nothing worse than a 
bent fender. Then he looked around. 
His bass viol, in the back seat, was 
entirely demolished. 


Fredericks and Connie 
dance together for 
Disclosure, 
if it was previously a secret, came 
at the 195th Street, Cleveland. 


Chester 
LaRue, who 





Mortimer Davis, millionaire Mont- 
real playboy, kidded the report that 


; organize a _ studio orchestra for 





he would lead Texas Guinan to the 
altar for matrimonial purposes. | 


se | 





Lorna Doon Jackson, opera | 
singer, sued in Chicago for divorce | 
from Hollis Lamar Imes, described | 
There was |} 


as a utilities magnate. 
and no re- 


no home life, no love, 
spect in their marriage which en- | 
dured five years, according to the 
candidate for ex-wifehood. j 
gave her| 


Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Louis for 


one-woman show in Bt. 





the benefit of the Jesuit Mission | 
there. 
Annabelle Larsen, 27, actress 


with the Frieberg Passion Players 


cipally 
}and 


of Germany in their 1930 tour of 
America, lost her $100,000 suit 
against the White Construction Co., 
Chicago, for a knee injury allegedly 
resulting from her stepping in a 
hole caused by their negligence. 


Tom Powers, from ‘Another Lan- 
guage,’ will be the piece de re- 
sistance at the Chicago Drama 
League's tea today (24). He will 
give the ladies some readings. 








Melba Louise Reineke and Clvde 
Franklyn Kelly won the Missouri 
Valley radio auditions and will go 
to Chicago for a run-off audition. 
They hail from St. Louis. 


Samuel Pirie, 39, escaped prosecu- 
tion on assault to rob charges over 
an alleged $80 debt in Chicago. 
Pirie, a flute piayer, stated he had 
a job with the Portland, Ore., sym- 
phony orchestra and would leave 
town, 





Mother of Florenz Ziegfeld passed 
her 84th birthday in Chicago, She 
did not know that producer is 
dead, as she has been in a coma for 
several months. She failed to rec- 
ognize Billie Burke and Patricia 
Ziegfeld, her grandchild, who 
stopped off. 


Three Polish beauties with un- 
pronouncable names departed for 
Hollywood. They are Chicago win- 
ners of a pulchritude contest. 


A little theatre production of “Ten 
Nights in a Barroom’ failed to en- 
tice enough patronage in St. Louis 
to pay off. They charged it up to 
art. 





DeWolf Hopper will guest star at 
the Chicago Women’s Club theatre 
in ‘The Mikado.’ His wife recently 
did ‘Pinafore’ under the same aus- 
pices. 


Beatrice, Neb. wants Sunday 
shows. Or at least 2,500 petitions 
were signed, and only 856 were 
necessary. 


Chicago ‘Tribune’ investigated 
and caused the conviction of two 
advertisers. William Battye, 35, and 
Orvin Smith, 32, got 20 days in ihe 
workhouse for advertising for 
waitresses when they really wanted 
‘hostesses’ for speakeasies, 


Rosalinda Morini, who was to 
sing in the never-opened Stude- 
baker opera, moved to the Stadium, 
Chicago, for ‘Rigoletto’ on Nov. 12. 
As a publicity stunt she arranged 
with the Stadium management to 
redeem all the tickets—not many— 
sold for the Studebaker. 


Viadimir Golschmann arrived in 
St. Louis to open the symphony or- 
chestra season. Since his last con- 
cert in St. Louis he has been em- 
ployed in France by Pathe-Natan to 


syncing pictures. 





Nancy Link sued Billy Link for 
divorce in Pittsburgh. She is a 
dancer. He is described as ‘of Hol- 
lywood, Cal.’ 


Swedish Rush 


(Continued from page 11) 








is about three old peasants on one | 
of the numerous little islands out- | 
side of Stockholm to which comes | 
their salvation in the shape of a 
very capable housemaid who puts | 
their affairs in order. This picture 
is rich in all its poorness, is well) 
photographed and enacted by com- 
paratively unknown players who do 
good work on the whole. Played 
one week at the Olympia and Im- 
perial. It came at an unfortunate 
moment, too soon after Soderkakar, 
mentioned above, and the Stock- 
holm ‘audiences got too much of} 
hicks and backwood stuff. Soder- 
kakar is a picture for the people 
while The Brothers Osterman’s 
Slavey is too much of a peasant 
picture to appeal at this particular 
time. 

‘Moderna Fruar’ (‘Modern Wives’). 
Paramount has discontinued its 
Swedish versions in Paris as well 
as their dubbing and this is the first 
attempt to make a genuine Swedish 
picture. This one was made at the 
Nordisk Tonefilm studio in Copen- 
hagen, Denmark. It came very ap- 
propriate (immediately after The 
Brothers Osterman’s Slavey) being 
a comedy enacted in modern milieu. 
It is directed by Edwin Adolphson | 
who also appears. The story is| 
about a flirting wife who gets mixed 
up with her girl friend’s husband. 
Now in its 2d week at the big 
China theatre in Stockholm, Para- 
mount, of course, having the ad- 
vantage of running its own pictures 
in a theatre which it controls. 

A number of good actors, prin- 
recruited from the stage) 
revue theatres, have appeared | 
in recent Swedish pictures, but a 





| big Swedish picture star is yet toja 
be created. 


| the Fox publicity department on the 
'debut of Miriam Jordan, the beau- 
tiful English girl who appears op- 
posite Warner 
to Live.’ 
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Uncommon Chatter | 


By Ruth Morris 








Loretta’s Costume Picture 

‘They Call It Sin’ has a costume 
and coiffure for every stop-over on 
Loretta Young’s route from hamlet 
to big town. 

Back in Merton, Kansas, Miss 
Young favors the artless style of 
tidy sports frocks, fluffy organdies 
for church-going, plain silks, 
trimmed at the shoulders with self- 
fabric flowers, for best. 





draws away from a center part in|} burst 


restrained waves, caught behind the 


Her hair | Only 


what would otherwise have see 
a sweet, adequate performance 

It would have been wiser if Fox 
had said less about its new player 
and done more for her in the studio 
—coaxed her out of cool, British 
reserve, animated her frail, delicate 
features with studied make-up and 
a coiffure not so harshly compressed 
into unsympathetic, flat waves. 
the lucky and gifted may 
on picture audiences in a 


flame of glory. The others must be 


ears in two large rolls. | built, groomed into glamorous 

She arrives in New York in an/| Stars. Miss Jordan, with beauty, 
insignificant suit that describes | Poise and delightful diction in her 
country cousin’s poor approxima- favor, calls for the grooming 


tion of the tailored town mode. Each 
new frock shows keener apprecia- 
tion of line and applied detail. By | 


the time she’s acquired sables, she's | 


learned how to wear them casually. 
Her hats tilt at the right angle. 
Her hair sweeps off her brow in 
deep, soft waves. Her costumes are 
through with modesty. Now they 
study just how much thev can re- 
veal with precisely placed waist- 
lines, carefully fitted skirts and 
clever bodice treatment. 

The heroine’s wardrobe grows up 
more logically than the heroine. 
She, poor thing, is the center of a 
vague plot that hopes to be censor- 
able without being censored. The 
‘they’ in its cheap, dime-novel title 
probably refers to those darling 
censors who must have had a merry 
old time cutting out the substance 
of a simple Cinderella story. 


Par’s Hallowe'en 


It’s by no mistake that all the 
ladies in Paramount's ‘Soft Lights 
and Sweet Music’ appear in pump- 
kin - color costumes. Montedoro 
meant it that way. He plans to 
bring them back, after their spe- 
cialties, to a finale celebration of 
Hallowe’en—and what could be bet- 
ter and more economical than to 
make one costume serve the pur- 
pose of two? . 

It’s all the fault of the Alton Bal- 
let. They would get dressed up as 
witches, bending under the weight 
of large pumpkins just to celebrate 
an occasion in which the rest of the 
revue is not interested. If the Misses 
Samuels, Dixon and Eulalie want 
to come to the party, they have to 


wear orange colored dresses and 
like them, 
Orange taffeta isn’t the best 


medium for plumpish Rae Samuels, 
but she makes the best of it. She 
also makes the best of material al- 
most as old as Hallowe’en. Good 
humor, informality and clear diction 
see her through until her assistant, 
Eleanor Whitney, appears to dance 
them both into show-stopping pop- 
ularity. 

Miss Whitney fancies a becoming 
jeune fille haircomb and a seventh 
grade middy blouse and skirt. The 
costume’s perfectly charming, ex- 
cept that a knee-length skirt never 
did a blessed thing for a mature 
dancer’s legs. 

Miss Dixon's gangling, acrobatics, 


achieved with great facility, are 
suited by an orange basque and 
bloomers, skirted in orchid fringe. 


Roxeyettes’ Competish 

If the Roxeyettes aren't awfully 
careful, the Albertina Rasch girls 
will steal their thunder at the 
Cathedral. They’re so beautifully 
trained, those tall, rangy Rasches. 
They stand well, they walk with 
long, graceful strides, they dance 
with the poise and assurance of so- 
loists. 

This week brings them two sets 
of costumes that are chic and ar- 
restingly dramatic. All-over scar- 
let sequins, combined with jet 
shawls fastened over one arm, defy 
rival costumes to cheat them of ef- 
fectiveness. Mexican blanket col- 
ors splash on the gleaming satin 
of wide swirling skirts and heighten 
dance routines. Each dress fits as 
though it had been specially de- 
signed for the girl who wears it. 

The Roxeyettes, meanwhile, must 
put up with costumes devised for 
group effect. If the groups happen 
not to be startling, they're dismally 
out of luck. ; 





Too Much Touting 
High words have emanated from 


jaxter in ‘Six Hours 
Advance praise is always | 


little risky. 


case it has made an anti-climax of 


| moulded princess 


process, 

Her costumes, on the whole, lack 
lustre and style authority. One's 
very nice—a black velvet with a 
line and an at- 
tached bolero bodice, outlined in 
strass. Another is in smooth white 
crepe, its jacket a sunburst of fine 





beads showered over neckline and 
shoulders, 
When Ladies Meet 
If anyone can find a new for- 


mula for the ladies who appear in 
action pictures, he should be re- 
warded with a Pulitzer prize. 

The heroine sits on the side- 
lines, in decent, fairly smart cos- 
tumes, and cheers her hero. The 
menace chooses elaborate gowns 
and a lascivious smile to lure him 
away from whatever path of duty 
happens to cross the glances, 
Gloria Stuart, as the heroine, and 
Myrna Kennedy, as the menace, do 
this much for ‘All-American.’ 
They’re properly costumed, rouged, 
pencilled and powdered. 

June Clyde as the bouncing, en- 
thusiastic comedy relief is true to 
the stereotype requirements of her 
part. 


A Wicked Wardrobe 


Karen Morley goes about her 
blackmailing tasks in ‘Phantom of 
Crestwood’ with a juicily wicked 
wardrobe. She describes black lace 
and satin in daring necklines, high 
waistlines, long sinuous trains. 
When she chooses something light, 
she prefers white crepe, pure and 
chaste to contrast the bitter leers 
that break across her smooth fea- 
tures. If she isn’t a thoroughly 
bad lot, her clothes have wasted a 
great deal of effort. 

Miss Morley wears her elothes 
confidently, particularly the severe 
street ensemble that features a 
neck-high cape banded in rich blue 
fox, topped with a saucy, self- 
corded turban. She doesn't do so 
well with her new hair comb, a 
banged affair that lengthens her 
face and allows her hair to pour 
with unflattering freedom about 
neck and shoulders. 

Whatever wickedness abounds in 
‘Phantom’ is made up for by the 
angelic sweetness of Anita Louise, 
one of the most hardwor‘:ingly 
sweet ingenues in Hollywood. 


The Style Parade 
Mayo Methot's smart and breath- 
lessly fitted wardrobe predicting her 
villainy in ‘Vanity Street’... ophie 
Tucker radiant in diamonds, fore- 
casting the mode for wool-trimmed 





evening gowns, at the Para:nount 
Grill...Elizabeth Patterson, dour- 
faced and sullen as the small town 
matron of ‘They Call It Sin’...The 
chatter-box technique of Una Mer- 
kel enriching the role of a self- 
assured acrobatic dancer who re- 
fuses to go through her ful! routine 
at her rehearsal—as what acrobatic 
dancer hasn't?...Helen Vinson and 
Nella Walker styling the luxurious 
frumperies that denote the ultra 
cinema rich...Beryl Mercer's bon- 
net, shawl and tremulous speech 
earning a bit in ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
... Katherine Wilson's inspired 
scream scaring the soul out of the 
audiences of ‘Criminal at Large’... 
Constance Cummings, well groomed 
to out-smart the political villians of 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round.’ 
A Cinderella Specialist 

Helen Chandler is the most con- 
vincing of Hollywood Cinderellas, 
She seems always to be hovering 
over the threshold of some new sur- 
prise—just a little fearful that 12 
o’clock will strike to send her 
ing home from the ball. 

These are rare ingenue qualities, 


race 


| Most of the sweet young things in 
| Hollywood 


extreme 
Miss 


pretend to 


quaintness and naivete. 


In Miss Jordan’s| Chandler comes by them naturally 
4. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’ ) 





Some people were hailing the 
flop of the Wintergarden opening at 
$5 as a sign the price was too high. 
Show ‘Doing Our Bit’ did not at- 
tract and there was a quick mark- 
down to $2 and $2.50 with no re- 
fund to those who had paid a high- 
er price. 





Ringling Bros. building winter 
quarters at Oak Ridge, N. J. Part 
of it had a glass roof with the idea 
of renting out the animals on the 
R. T. Richards’ show to the pictures 
in Fort Lee. Never got over. 
Richards Show was run by Richard 





Ringling, son of Charles. First mo- 
tor show. 
John Barrymore was asking 


$8,500 a week for pictures. Had 
been asking a grand less, but his 





latest show was a hit. ‘Peter Ib- 
betson.’ 
Hotel Knickerbocker had _ the 


Dolly Sisters in their floor show. 
They got the couvert charges with 
the hotel making it up to $2,000 
if the week went below that. Top 
money to that date. 





Vaudeville houses were raising 
funds for smokes for the soldiers. 
Had already collected about $86,000. 





Theatrical profession recognized 
as the greatest single spur to pur- 
chase Liberty Loan bonds. Not only 
selling but buying. 





Shuberts were trying to get 
Studebaker theatre, Chicago, to re- 
move the inscription ‘All passes— 
art alone endures’ from over the 
entrance. Felt it gave the review- 
ers too good a chance to play on 
the first two words, 





Vaudeville managers took a page 
to advise all artists to carry cos- 
tumes in handbags. Trunks were 
often late and prevented making 
the first show. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








Capt. Webb began in a Boston 
hall an effort to stay in the water 
100 hours, omg? only 15 minutes 
time out every 12 hours. He was 
famous for his water stunts. 





So many circus trains were hav- 
ing trouble ‘Clipper’ commented ed- 
itorially. Batcheller & Doris’ show 
was the latest. Had a crash at 
Mesquite, near Dallas. Three in- 
jured and one dead. 





Havana circus was advertising 
for Spanish speaking and Irish 
clowns. 





Elks growing so numerous that 
‘Clipper’ started a special depart- 
ment. Conducted by Arthur More- 
land, grand sec. 





‘Clipper’ gravely advised a cor- 
respondent that it was cheaper to 
practice plate spinning with a tin 
plate instead of crockery. 





John’ E. Ince, father of the mo- 
tion picture Inces, was starring as 
Prof. Gimecrackon in ‘Fun In a 
Boarding School.’ 





Strakosch English grand opera 
had just closed a highly successful 
engagement at the Grand Opera 
house. Opera made money in those 
days because salaries permitted 
moderate scale at b.o. 





‘Esmeralda’ finally quit the Mad- 
ison Sq. theatre to give place to 
‘Young Mrs. Winthrop.’ It had run 
so long some of the players dropped 
out because they had gone stale in 
their parts. Managed by the Froh- 
man Brothers, 





A Brooklyn sheriff attached the 
box office of the Grand Opera 
House to satisfy a claim against 
Alice Oates. Miss Oates, fearing a 
body’ warrant, went away from 
there, leaving her understudy to 


Inc. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 








Deal whereby Warners obtains filming rights to the U. S. C.-Notre 
Dame game this fall calls for a three-way split on the net returns, WB 
guaranteeing the two universities $7,500 as their minimum share. Deal 
was closed with Arnold Eddy, graduate manager for U. S. C., only after it 
had been made clear to WB that the institution was far from pleased 
with the financial returns from last year’s U. S. C.-Tulane game. 





Fox was in competition with WB for the film rights this year, as were 
several independent producers, but the Warner bid topped them. 

With a $7,500 guarantee, as compared with the less than $9,000 netted 
by the universities last year, general feeling is that the institutions got 
an unusual break considering the fact that there is an uncertainty as 
to how U.S. C. will rate when it meets Notre Dame. The fact that the 
game may not be ‘crucial’ is an element which enters into the proposed 
filming, and will be a factor in determining whether the picture of the 
game will again be in feature length or merely a condensed version. If 
the latter results WB returns hardly figured to reach the guarantee. 





Claim of Byron Morgan, writer, against Warner Brothers for salary 
and loss of certain screen credits on ‘Five Star Final,’ hag been settled 
after being in dispute over a year. Matter had been turned over to the 
Academy but was withdrawn before reaching the arbitration committee. 
Instead, an agreement was reached between the contending parties. 

Morgan, under the seitlement, received one week’s salary and a letter 
stating he had wvitten the adaptation of the newspaper play. Robert 
Lord had been given screen credit for the adaptation with Morgan get- 
ting only dialog and screen play credits. 

Writer, now at Metro, left Warners along with most of the writing 
staff when the studio closed down in the summer of 1931. His contract 
had called for seven more weeks, but had a six weeks’ layoff clause. 
Hence the week’s salary. 





Due to prctests by Will Hays against the type of copy used by the 
RKO Mayfair in New York for the premiere of ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round,’ the Coast campaign for the Columbia picture, opening Thursday 
(27) at the RKO Hillstreet, Los Angeles, has been toned down. 

Hays objected to such ad slogans as ‘Don’t Vote Until You've Seen 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round,’ ‘Where has government by, of and for 
the people gone?’ ‘Give us back our United States,’ ‘Why is the U. S. in 
the red?’ and similar catch lines. 

Hubert Voight is doing Columbia’s exploitation for the Los Angeles 
premiere of ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round.’ Picture opens Oct. 28 at the 
Hillstreet, 

Voight was recently head of this studio’s publicity department but was 
replaced. 





Warners may arrange for a special opening of ‘I'm a Fugitive’ in the 
south at Atlanta. Speculation has arisen as to the picture’s possible 
reception in the south, particularly Georgia, because of the chain gang 
angle. 

It is figured that the newspapers will be certain to comment on it and 
if nothing else the feature should figure for a lot of publicity. 

Robert E. Burns, author of the book, is actually a fugitive from 
Georgia. A foreword to the picture has a brother of Burns swearing the 
film is based on facts which are a matter of record. 

Radio’s chain gang pix, ‘Hell’s Highway,’ encountered some opposition 
in Georgia, where theatres at first were afraid to book it. No unusual 
reaction either way when film was screened. 





Hays office is warning producers that certain charitable gestures, tra- 
ditional within the industry, cannot be set aside because of present eco- 
nomic pressure. This, specifically, has to do with serving certain public 
institutions, including prisons and hospitals, free of charge. 

Where it is possible prisons have always paid rental for films shown, 
but where not it has been customary for the industry to supply prints 
gratuitously. 

Reason for the comment now is that two companies are reported to 
have discontinued the practice and the danger that others may follow. 





Warners is finding it difficult to get exhibitors to make affidavits sup- 
porting the company’s allegation against Western Electric that its ser- 
vice charges and equipment parts were excessive in price. Such state- 
ments are considered an important part of the WB efforts to prove its 
points in its action to have ERPI's license declared illegal. 

Reason behind refusals in many instances is said to be that’ the 
exhibs feel that WB has stymied many Haysian moves which would 
have been of benefit to the indie boxoffice. Chief reluctance, it is 
pointed out, was Warners’ stubborn anti-uniform contract attitude, 





While on her Coast tour Lily Pons, opera star, figured in the same 
Hollywood runaround accorded all celebs outside pictures. Result was 
that all major studio publicity departments crashed the local papers with 
stories to the effect that their particular companies were about to engage 
the soprano for pictures. 

Facts are that Miss Pons still has six months to go en her existing 
concert and operatic contract and she informed studios that she would 
not consider pictures, at least not until after her current operatic work 
was completed. 





Unpopularity of a Presidential nominee with the N. Y, Paramount's 
audience created a disturbance that menaced the progress of Friday’s 
opening show. Demonstration was occasioned by the newsreel. Clip 
elicited boos, cat-calls and whistles from the audience, 

Ribaldry carried over to the stage show which, until it hit its stride, 
was stalked by the spirit of raspberry. 

Situation has also been noticeable in other programs—wherein political 
subjects meeting with the dissension of audiences, have engendered a 
mocking attitude that endangers the entire performance. 





First foreign trade paper reporter to play the dual role of representing 
not only his paper on a visit to New York but evidently also a foreign 
film company, is from England. 

Visitor is now in New York and announced upon arrival that he was 
here to look over the American trade situation for story material. After 
a few days, however, heads of major companies credit him with trying 
to sell them a bill of goods; that it would be much cheaper for them to 
release their pictures in England through certain distribution channels. 





Girl cashier for a Coast theatre was informed by the manager that she 
was fired, after five years on the job, because her husband was working 
for a rival chain and therefore grosses would no longer be a secret. 
Couple had been married for six months and they thought it strange 
that it took that long for the order, which was presumably from New 
York, to come through. 

District manager is at present doing a burn against the husband's 
circuit because he lost some of his company’s pictures to the other chain. 





Holdover of ‘Smilin’ Through’ at Loew’s State, Los Angeles, for a 
second week marks the first instance in the history of the one-time 
Coast deluxer that a picture has remained for two stanzas. 

Stage policy, in effect for seven years until three weeks ago with Fan- 
chon & Marco units, precluded the possibility of any holders due to 
units being consecutively booked. 

a oon 
Headquarters for activities of Universal studio will Le at Palm Springs, 


the studio, apart from production, has slowed while execs 
distance calls from Laemmle. 

A studio car has been detailed to make regular trips to the Springs, 129 
miles from the lot. Over the past weekend a group of U execs made the 
jaunt to hold confabs, 


await long 





San Francisco theatre men are worried about the new opera house 
and vets’ auditorium, both civic buildings, which opened last week. A 
meeting was held and managers appointed a committee to find out if the 
opera house and auditorium will be rented for events that might run 
competish to theatres, Both sites are renting at low figures. 

Since opening the opera house, which is the only civic building of its 
kind in the country, has been doing tremendous business, nightly operas 
pulling capacity with standing room opening night going at $4 a crack, 





Name portrait photographer, recently brought to the Coast by a major 
studio to take charge of its still department, has gone high hat. Despite 
a six months’ contract at $450 weekly, he refuses to press a bulb. Instead, 
he stands by and arranges the posing. 

However, he’s not too smart about studio lighting and what the pub- 
licity department wants, so lets one of the studio still camera men ar- 
range the lights, He also lets the studio man do the snapping. Boys 
around the lot are trying to figure what he contributes. 





One of the first callers demanding to see Sam Katz on the latter's ree 
turn to New York was a man who got as far as Katz's outer office and 
insisted on seeing the boss so they could discuss a big contract. Visitor 
wasn't exactly sure what kind of a contract he should discuss with Katz, 
but on being asked if he was an actor he piped that he wasn’t, but if 
that’s what the public wanted him to be that’s what he’d be. 

With reluctance he finally agreed to take the matter up with Russ 
Holman, 





‘Goona Goona,’ in its seventh week at the Cameo, New York, is not 
being booked by the chains as yet, outside of a few dates with RKO, 
which opened it in Albany Sunday (23). That’s the first date for RKO, 
Rochester and Syracuse having been cancelled. 

First Division, distributors of ‘Goona,’ want to hold off on offer of 
picture to chains until it has finished its run at the Cameo, F. D, 
has the picture there on a percentage with RKO, 





Some kind of an award for working off the cuff on a major lot goes to 
Metro for ‘Mask of Fu Manchu.’ Picture was started with only one 
scene written. ; 

Edgar Allan Woolfe, Irene Kuhn and a flock of writers worked indi- 
vidually preparing scenes just ahead of the camera. None knew what 
the others were doing, with all the parts being assembled later on the set. 
Picture was in its sixth week when writers completed their work. 





Picture house managers in San Francisco are burned over the adver- 
tising campaign by the management of the United Artists, grind house 
showing U.A.’s ‘Rain’ exclusively. Newspaper ads in a daily change of 
copy specify different sections of the city where the picture positively 
will not be shown. 

Principal burn is the b.o. scale of 25c from 9 to 1, 35 to 6 and 50 cents 
after that hour including Sundays. 





Hints from Warnerites that Robert Burns, chain gang fugitive, whose 
story has been made into a picture by WB, is no softie were borne out 
last week when arrangements were made for some of the newspaper 
people to personally meet Burns. 

At least two newsmen narrowly avoided a fight with Burns, latter 
giving it to ’em in strong language when the boys got too personal in 
their questioning. 





Box office rise is reported for RKO’s Jersey houses, formerly the 
Bradder & Pollock group. The houses which averaged a weekly loss of 
$4,000 jumped into the black last week. The b.o. rise has made the RKO 
execs hopeful and comment at the h.o. is that RKO will probably drop 
its former intention of turning the spots over to Skouras. Idea was for 
Skouras to take the B. & P. houses on a straight lease basis. B. & P. 
group comprises 12 theatres, all in small Jersey towns. 





Montague Glass in his new Broadway show, ‘Keeping Down Expenses,’ 
carried a crack about Goldman Sachs. The financial house requested that 
any reference to GS be eliminated from the show, as_has been the policy 
ever since Eddie Cantor, et al. started ribbing GS. 

Glass complied and Warner Bros. was substituted. 





Many studio press agents have been falling for a puzzle concern using 
facsimiles of stars without gratuity. 

In the past the jigsaw people are reported to have paid from $1,000 to 
$2,000 for the privilege to cut up stage and screen people. However, two 
prominent stars walked into a sales talk through their public!ty departe- 
ment and gave permission free of charge. 





For its Los Angeles first run at Warners’ Western, ‘Last Mile’ (Tiff) 
was plugged as the play in which Clark Gable leaped to prominence, 
Gable played the ‘Killer Mears’ part in the Coast production at the Ma- 
jestic, Los Angeles, and the Geary, San Francisco, 

Preston Foster, who followed Spencer Tracy in the original New York 
production, did the screen version. 





How it seems to be kicked like a football, and to travel at the sam® 
velocity, is a wrinkle to be sprung on film audiences shortly. An invene 
tion, wherein a camera is built into a cork football, is claimed to make 
this possible. , 

Dudley Murphey, Radio Pictures director, is using the device for the 
first time in ‘Sport Parade.’ 





Too much adverse criticism of studio execs cost a young actor his 
contract at a major studio. Though his option called for only $150 raise, 
the studio decided it would be better to drop the player rather than 
have him continually knocking the ability of the head men. 

During the past five months, the player has been on loan to other 
studios, mostly for small parts. 





Although Radio intends making Rex Beach's ‘Goose Woman,’ an out- 
standing Universal silent several years ago, latter company won't cash in 
on the new buy. Story was originally sold with the provision that all 
rights would revert to the author after a period of years. 

Under the new sale Beach will share in the gross of the picture ove? 
a certain figure. 





Associate producer at one of the majors got his studio interested in 
a yarn and sold the execs on sending him to New York to negotiate 
with the author for its purchase. 

Arriving east, associate producer discovered that the author was IR 
Hollywood, living within a few blocks of the studio. 





When Ed Doherty was on the New York ‘Daily News’ he was knowrk 
as one of the country’s best crime reporters, 

He is now on the Radio lot out west and his first assignment is adap* 
tation of ‘Little Women.’ 





First publication to hook up the film industry with the public school is 
scheduled to bow shortly. Boone Mancall, publisher of technical film 
papers, is in back of the undertaking which is called ‘Visual Educa~ 
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DINNER AT EIGHT 






Drama in three acts and 11 scenes 
presented at the Music Box Oct. 22 by 
Sam H. Harris: written by George 8 
Kaufman and Edna Ferber; steged by 
Kaufman, 

Millicent Jordan. ..eseceeeess.Ann Andrews 
TOTO cc cece vcccce eeoccceeess-Mary Murray 
GoetMVO .ccccccceeeeccecssss Gregory Gaye 
Oliver Jordam..ccecceess:: Malcolm Duncan 
Paula Jordan......++..Marguerite Churchill 
DE: bagnak4s4 an TT TTTTLTT Cesar Romero 
Hattie Loomis... «..-Margaret Dale 


Miss Copeland. ..scccesesesseess Vera Hurst 
Carlotta Vance...e.s...-Comstance Collier 
Packard...cccccsesess+-Paul Harvey 


Kitty Packard....scesceceess--Judith Wood 
TIMM cccccccccvecccves eeeercseess Janet Fox 
Dr. J. Wayne Talbot.....- Austin Fairman 
Larry Renault......+.« eeee-Conway Tearle 
The Bellboy...... ececeeee-Robert Griffith 
The Waiter... .cccsscccceesss James. Seeley 
Max Kane...... ecccceess--- Samuel Levene 
Mr. Hatfield....ceeeeee-William McFadden 
Miss Alden...ccccceeseces> Ethel Intropodi 


Lucy Talbot. ocecceseceeos OIVe Wyndham 
Mrs. Wendel...sccsoeeees+ Dorothy Walters 
Jo Stengel..... ecccccceeses Frank Manning 
Mr. Fitch....cccccceseceesess George Alison 
Ha Loomis. ..cccccecesecesss Hans Robert 





Sam H. Harris revealed the 
awaited Kaufman-Ferber ‘Dinner at 
Hight’ Saturday night before a 
swank audience which without go- 
ing into ecstacies, accorded it 10 
curtains at the finale. That it will 
rank as one of the season's dra- 
matic stand-outs there seems little 
doubt. 

Productively, directionally and in 
playing performance, ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ is superlative drama. But 
first nighters did not quite verify 
the exceptional praise of those who 
sat in at several private perform- 
ances. The authors were expected to 
deliver crisper dialog to the well 
peopled cast. Perhaps they ex- 
pected a gay play or at least more 
laughs. There seemed to be a tinge 
of disappointment in the unfolding 
of a serious story dealing with the 
American social scheme. There is 
nothing funny about human frailty 
in many phases. 

A number of characters are, in a 
way, the counterparts of some in 
‘Grand Hotel’ with its light upon 
the thoughts and acts of its varied 
humans, The failings of the people 
in ‘Dinner at Eight’ are disclosed so 
naturally that the tragedies they 
@fe verging on, as the strange, last 
eturtain falls, strike the audience 
more after the performance is over 
than during its enactment. That 
subsequent audiences will get a 
bigger kick out of the show is 
natural and indicative of its suc- 
cess. 


‘Dinner at Eight’ is one of the 
most costly productions yet given a 
dramatic attraction. The attention 
to authentic detail without stint 
may not be apparent but is actual 
and that the production outlay ex- 
ceeded $50,000 is believable. It is 
played in 11 scenes, seven complete 
changes. A revolving. platform is 
employed, scenes blacking out and 
the curtain being lowered. No 
special attempt for speed, nor did 
that seem necessary. 


‘The story has to do with the de- 
cadence of the Jordan family. 
Oliver’s forefathers established a 
line of sea freighters, an enterprise 
of high reputation and supposed 
vast wealth. His wife Millicent is 
preoccupied with social activities 
and at the moment is arranging a 
dinner in honor of recently arrived 
titled Londoners. She is unaware 
that the house of Jordan is totter- 
ing, what with the decline in ship- 
ping trade and the shrinkage of the 
securities market. Stock in the 
Jordan company is held but by six 
people. Since dividends were al- 
ways paid until the last year or so, 
Oliver believed the invested would 
hold on and support him. 


Placed in the position of asking 
financial favors from a promoter, 
the windy western Dan Packard, he 
unwisely divulges his list of stock- 
holders.. Packard sets dummies to 
buying in the stock, coldly schem- 
ing to oust Jordan, although a guest 
at his dinner party. Jordan does not 
know that he not only will be pen- 
niless, but that a heart condition 
means his death within a few days. 

He goes down to dinner a doomed 
man, leaving only three Hungarian 
musicians in the scene, then curtain. 
The audience knows but neither he 
nor his wife is aware that Paula, 
their engaged daughter, is involved 
with a former picture star of ma- 
ture age and washed up for stage 
and screen, because of drunkenness 
and evil conduct. The audience 
knows, but the girl does not, that 
Larry Renault, once a coast idol, 


* with but 17 cents to his name, has 


turned on the gas in his hotel room. 
To supply anguish to the wife’s lot, 
her titled Britishers fail to appear 
for dinner at eight, having passed 
it up and gone to Florida. The 
collapse of the affairs of those con- 
cerned is perhaps a sordid story 
a as they say these days: ‘That's 
ife.’ 

Deceit in the upper strata is also 
present among the servants. Dora, 
the maid, is willing enough to ac- 
cept the advances of Ricci, the 
chauffeur, until Gustave, the Swiss 
butler, comes into the Jordan home. 
From him she demands marriage 
and they wed on Thursday, their 
day off. A pantry scene ends in a} 
fierce fight between Ricci and Gus- i 


vv 


Denham, Denver Stock, 
Wired for Pictures 


Denver, Oct. 24. 
The Denham theatre, long the 
home of stock here, is being wired 
and will open Nov. 1 with an ex- 


elusive picture policy. No contracts 
have been signed but Educational 
and some others will supply fea- 
tures. Twenty-five cents will prob- 
ably be the top price with first-run 
policy. 

The house will be managed by 
Louis Hellborn, for years manager 
of the Orpheum here. He will also 
manage the Broadway, being put in 
shape for stage shows. 


LOW TAKE, NO HOUSE 
CLOSES COAST ‘BRIDE’ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Failure of ‘Bride the Sun Shines 
On’ to click in ’Frisco, and unwill- 
ingness to tr -.upe to take a chance 
with an outside house here, led Be- 
lasco & Curran to close the play in 
the Bay City Saturday night (22). 
Bride’ lasted two weeks. 

Curran has several roai shows in 
prospect, among them ‘Another 
Language’ and ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
both now playing in Chicago. 


Erskin East to Direct, 
But Will Not Produce 


Chester Erskin may stage Court- 
ney Burr’s musical ‘Walk a Little 
Faster’ with Beatrice Lillie and 
Clark and McCullough. Erskin just 
arrived in New York from Holly- 
wood, where he completed the Al 
Jolson film. 

Erskin, if he doesn’t go through 
negotiations for the show, will stage 
an unnamed straight dramatic 
piece for someone else. He has until 
February to devote to legit, at which 
time he must return to the United 
Artist lot on the coast. 

















‘Nanette’ Rehearsals 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Joe Herbert, Jr., who is produc- 
ing ‘No, No, Nanette’ with Lon 
Murray, will play one of the parts. 
James Bradbury, Jr., and Darrie 
Welford are also in the cast, 

Musical starts rehearsals this 
week, although no house is set. 
Carleton Kelsey is musical director. 





tave. Then Dora is disillusioned 
when she learns that her man has a 
wife and children in Switzerland. 

Care in casting is rewarded with 
many fine performances. For the 
lighter moments there is Constance 
Collier, as a former Broadway star 
and now an expatriate in London. 
One old admirer had built the ‘Car- 
lotta Vance’ theatre for her here. 
It has had .so few shows that she 
has come over to dispose of the 
property, now located ‘between a 
flea circus and a shooting gallery.’ 
‘Miss Vance’ describes herself when 
in the prime as being ‘too young 
for Edward and too old for Wales.’ 
She explains her depleted finances 
by saying admirers gave her stocks. 

Another interesting person is 
Kitty Packard, giddy former hat- 
check girl in a New York hot spot. 
She easily captured the promoter 
from the west who loads her with 
bracelets and gives her every lux- 
ury. But she knows him as a brag- 
gart and a cheat, calls his bluffs and 
voluntarily divulges an affair with 
another man—the doctor, the last 
person the bull-headed Dan would 
suspect. Kitty is the spice of the 
piece and as played by Judith Wood 
stands out, 

The choice of Conway Tearle as 
the dissolute picture actor, Renault, 
is another bit of expert casting. 
Renault is a fellow who once was 
paid eight G's a week. But that 
was in the days of silent pictures. 
Man enough to admit his mistake 
with Paula he tries to convince the 
deb that it’s all wrong. Tearle’s 
drunk scene ending in the suicide 
was a particularly convincing epi- 
sode and his best. The scenes with 
his agent Max Kane were perhaps 
too long nor did that character seem 
particularly well written. 

Ann Andrews played Jordan’s 
wife Millicent in the coldly social 
manner, but more impressive was 
Marguerite Churchill as her willful 
daughter Paula. fhe play brings 
back Dlive Windham as the doctor’s 





wife who knows he is cheating. 
There is also Margaret Dale as 
Millicent’s sister, not in the social 
swim and content with her husband 
Ed and their three-room flat. Paul | 
Harvey as the blustering Packard, | 
Malcolm Duncan as the suffering 
Oliver Jordan and Austin Fairman 
as the doctor smart enough to walk 


‘Vanities’ Cut-or-Close 
Edict; Berle Stands Pat 


Milton Berle is reported refusing 
the 25% cut which Earl Carro!l 
would like to institute for ‘Vanities.’ 
Otherwise the revue may close 
shortly. 

Will Fyffe has been given his no- 
tice and other of the imported ta- 
lent may be likewise noticed. 


MASQUERS BURN 
THE MORTGAGE 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Few clubs can boast of solvency 
these days, particularly those con- 
nected with the theatre. But the 
Masquers held a celebration signi- 
fying the burning of the mortgage 
and told the world that the club 
didn’t owe a cent after seven years 
of operation. It is Hollywood's only 
actor’s club. 
Organized in 1925 by the late 
Robert Edeson, Fred Esmelton, Ned 
Sparks, John Sainpolis, Robert 
Schable, Warner Baxter, George 
Read and Alphonz Ethier, the Mas- 
quers was installed in a small dwell- 
ing on Yucca street. After two 
years of operation its growth neces- 
sitated larger quarters, but ready 
cash was low. A piece of property 
costing $87,000 and fulfilling the 
members requirements was found, 
Antonio Moreno bought the prop- 
erty, gave it to the club and told 
the members to pay off when they 
had the money. The celebration 
marked the returning of the last 
dollar to Moreno, and made the 
club one of the country’s exceptions. 
William Collier, Sr., just returned 
from New York, told the members 
of the bad financial conditions of 
both the Lambs and .Friars. He 
pleaded with those who are mem- 
bers of the New York clubs to do 
what they could to aid the two 
eastern organizations, 
Mortgage burning was preceded 
by the first Revel of the year. At- 
tendance was capacity and marked 
the return of Sam Hardy to the 
position of Harlequin, the club’s 
head post. 
Unlike other clubs which are of- 
fering all sorts of inducements to 
new members, the Masquers is 
boosting its initiation fee Nov. 1 to 
$100. Other non-professional clubs 
in the city are looking at the actors’ 
hangout and hissing. They can’t 
figure how a bunch of performers 
can successfully operate a club. 


Denver U. Theatre Has 
1,000 Subscriber List 


Denver, Oct. 24, 

University Civic Theatre at the 
University of Denver starts the year 
with over 1,000 members. Member- 
ships cost $8 and include admission 
to all plays. Plays this year will in- 
clude ‘Distant Drums,’ ‘These Few 
Ashes,’ ‘Crime at Blossom’s,’ ‘Mur- 
der on the Second Floor,’ ‘The Fire- 
brand,’ and ‘Good Friday.’ 

From four to six performances 
will be given for each production. 
The theatre seats 288 and is a part 
of a building donated to the Univer- 
sity by Mrs. Verner Z. Reed, mother 
of Joseph P. Reed, N. Y. play pro- 
ducer. Walter Sinclair is director, 
and Lea Reiber his assistant. 


Legit After 5 Years 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 24. 
Liberty players (stock) opened 
here last week (17). Locals showed 
evidence of having been starved for 
stage shows for nearly five years 
and made a nice turnout. 

Phillip Brandon and Marjorie 
Clarke, carry the leads. Prices 75- 
60-40-25. 


‘Pilgrim’ Pays Off 
Cast of ‘The Passionate Pilgrim’ 
which opened and closed at the 48th 
Street last week after playing four 
days, was paid two weeks’ salary. 
Cash guaranteeing the players 
was on deposit with Equity. 


OP’S BANKER-ANGEL 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 

Erlanger’s Columbia opens a sea- 
son of operetta either Nov. 7 or 10, 
with ‘Merry Widow’ the first. 

Although conductors aren’t def- 
initely set, Max Dolin and Alfred 
Hertz may land the assignments. 
Karl Hajos will stage. 
Herbert Fleishhacker, wealthy 
local banker and philanthropist, is 





























(Continued on page 45) 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Withdrawal, at least temporarily, of ‘The Pure In Heart’ by the Theatre 
Guild on the road Saturday (22), is believed to have relieved tension 
within the Guild directorate. Reputed discussion was occasioned by 
‘Chrysalis,’ presented by Lawrence Langner at his Country Playhouse 
at Westport, Conn., during the summer and regarded a likely Broadway 
success. Theresa Helburn collaborated in its staging and has a piece of 
the show. Miss Helburn and Langner are leading Guilders. 

For an unexplained reason ‘Chrysalis’ was. not put on the Guild pro- 
duction program. ‘Pure in Heart’ figured in the situation. While the 
stories of the two plays are claimed to be different there appeared to be 
a similarity in characters. Upshot of the matter was an agreement 
not to show ‘Chrysalis’ on Broadway until after ‘Heart’ was presented, 

Osgood Perkins and June Walker were in the ‘Chrysalis’ country show- 
ing. Former was in ‘Heart,’ but upon its closing he was announced for 
the ‘Chrysalis’ cast, the premiere being set for the Beck, New York, Nov, 
8, following the current engagement of the Abbey Players (Irish). 

In addition to Langner and Miss Helburn, Martin Beck is financially 
interested in ‘Chrysalis,’ to the extent of 40%. For the past several 
seasons the Guild has been using his theatre for its attractions when 
the Guild theatre was occupied. Last season the Beck drew a winning 
break with the Guild’s highly successful ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ 








Crosby Gaige, whose widely divergent activities include show business 
contributed to the October issue of ‘Babies,’ the magazine edited by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Article is entitled ‘I Am a Real Bachelor Father.’ 
He tells of rearing Jeremy, a boy whom he adopted and now over four 
years of age. Gaige was married but is divorced. 

The showman writes in some detail of his 300-acre estate near Peeks- 
kill, N. Y. Every known spice used in the making of condiments, one of 
his specialties, is grown on the place, in fact everything used in savories 
except salt and sugar. A recently developed product is a special tomato 
juice cocktail. There are 50 varieties of tomatoes nearly all of which 
are Gaige’s farm products. He also distills oils from flower petals, mak- 
ing perfumes, cold cream, sachets, etc. 

Place is equipped with carpenter and machine shops and chemical 
lab. Gaige is credited with a number of inventions. One an automatic 
silent signal for use in hospitals for the summoning of doctors and 
expected to be adopted in other institutions and plants. This was sold 
to a financial group recently, 





‘Flying Colors,’ the Max Gordon musical on Broadway, has rather 
a light royalty tax to its writers for such an expansive production. Show 
pays the writers 74% of the weekly gross. It is divided between the two 
principal writers, Howard Dietz, book and lyrics, 54%, and Arthur 
Schwartz, composer, 2%. 

Out of the Dietz share, he pays his collaborators so Dietz’s net is un- 
known. Schwartz retains his full collection. The show is grossing around 
$30,000 weekly. 

Lee Shubert has 50% of the show’s ownership, with Max Gordon 25%. 
Gordon is said to have passed on some of his original 50% holdings, with 
Sam Harris now a partner in ‘Colors’ and Dietz also believed to have a 
piece. 





Bertram Harrison completed the staging, in association with Dimitri 
Tiomkin, the producer, on ‘Keeping Expenses Down,’ which opened at 
the National, N. Y., last week. Dan Jarrett, co-author with Montague 
Glass of this new version of Abe and Mawruss, had to bow out on a quick 
call to the Coast for Fox. Glass and Tiomkin are partnered in the pro- 
duction, although it’s principally Tiomkin’s. Latter, better known as a 
composer, is the husband of Albertina Rasch and her business associate 
in the dancing school. 

‘Expenses’ is geared low and can make money at a little over $3,000, 
although there’s the usual $8,000 stop clause on the National. In the cast 
is Ann Burradge, a niece of George Ade, and William Tannen, son of 
Julius Tannen. They’re the romantic interest. 





Baltimore’s legit theatre situation is peculicr. Its leading houses, the 
Maryland and Auditorium, are dark most of the time, while the old Ford’s 
gets attractions from the United Booking Office. The Maryland and 
Auditorium, along with the hotel, occupy one property site. There was 
a mortgage of $100,000 on the realty and Fred Schamberger, Baltimore 
showman, raised the mortgage to $200,000 several years ago. 

At foreclosure last summer no bid exceeded the mortgage total and 
the entire property went to the bank. Leonard McLaughlin is in charge 
of the theatres which can only hope to get independent shows unless @ 
new deal is made with the U. B. O. Only legit attraction this season 
for either house was ‘The Budget’ and that flopped. 





Hugh Murray, racing sheet publisher, is reported the principal backer 
of ‘Ballyhoo,’ the revue at the 44th St., New York, with George T. 
Delacorte, Jr., the publisher of the magazine ‘Ballyhoo’ in for.only @ 
small amount. 

Delacorte was believed to have been the money man in the financing 
since the show is rated as a publicity for the monthly humor mag. Th® 
Shuberts put more into it than Delacorte and each of the four artificers-— 
Lew Gensler, Russell Patterson, Bobby Connolly and Norman Anthony, 
editor of ‘Ballyhoo’ also have coin in the venture. 





Star of a Coast operetta took it upon herself to keep the cast after a 
performance and read them the riot act on letting down on their work, 
Only one not present was the leading man. When he refused to show 
up after being sent for, the star went down to his dressing room to 
repeat her lecture. 

Down front seats for’this musical have been in extraordinary demand 
since everyone complains they have been unable to hear the femme star 
back of the eighth row. 





Feeling from inside that the J. B. Priestley play, ‘Dangerous Corner,’ 
set for early opening on Broadway, is similar to her own play, ‘What 
Makes It Tick,’ Joan Lowell has called off production plans and is at« 
tempting to sell the story for pictures, 

Miss Lowell is said to have raised $25,000 toward production when 
she decided to call it off for the stage. Miss Lowell authored the book, 
‘Cradle of the Deep.’ 





Alfred Rode, Viennese orchestra conductor in ‘Americana,’ New York 
revue, was bid away from Martin Beck for RKO by the Shuberts at $750 
a week. 

The orchestra itself was recruited in this country but Rode, who has 
been playing at the Ambassadeurs, Paris, was imported for his eccentric 
maestroing, a la Dave Rubinoff at the Paramount, N. Y. 





James Kenney and Frank Levitt, a new managerial duo, presented 
‘Absent Father’ at the Vanderbilt last week. Interested also were Joe 
Levitt and Maxwell O. Salt. Latter said to be the backer, the corporate 
name of the ownership being Kensalt. Francis De Witt, who authored 
the play, has composed theme songs heretofore. 

The group has announced it is readying another show. 





Title of Gilbert Miller’s next production, ‘The Firebird,’ comes from 
a Stravinsky ballet by the same nama, Third act of the play contains 





reported angeling. 


several references to the ballet, 
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Week Brings Two More B way Hits, 
‘Dinner at 8; Brady Piece $14,000 


—_—_——_-_ = 


Breadway now has three dra- 
matic successes, including the two 
jndicated hits that arrived last 
week. There has not been a musical 

nd-out as yet, but November is 
jikely to see two or more clicks 
from that end. 

Of last eek’s important pre- 
mieres interest centered on ‘Dinner 
at Bight’ at the Music Box (Satur- 
day, 22). Morning papers gave it 

eat praise, but the p. m. dailies 
were divided. A steady line at the 
pox office probably more accurately 
indicated the chances of the drama 
to ebtain smash rating, which is 
likely. First comedy hit was ‘When 
Ladies Meet,’ which again drew 
$18,000. 

Earlier in the week ‘Mademoli- 
gelle, at the Playhouse, was re- 

ded a comedy success. It was 
quoted getting $12,000 in five days, 
which would give it a weekly pace 
of around $14,000; ‘The Good Earth,’ 
at the Guild, drew some hard pan- 
ning, but with subscriptions was 
estimated bettering $14,000; the 
Jrish troupe from the Abbey thea- 
tre, Dublin, surprised by grossing 
$12,000 at the Beck, while the other 
new shows did not measure up. 
‘Absent Father,’ Vanderbilt, not 
over $2,500; ‘The Passionate Pil- 
grim’ opened and closed at the 48th 
Street; ‘Keeping Down Expenses,’ 
National, looks doubtful. Entrants, 
late in the previous week also 
doubtful, ‘Men Must Fight’ getting 
around $5,500 and ‘Rendezvous,’ at 
the Broadhurst, $6,500, despite a 
heavy agency buy. 

Show Boat $27,300 


Trade slipped off last week, the 
shadow of the presidential election 
probably a factor in distracting in- 
terest from theatres. ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ is still the ace of the musicals 
and grossed $28,000; ‘Show Boat’ in 
its final week spurted to $27,300 at 
the Casino, matinees going clean; 
‘Flying Colors’ is best of the new 
musicals, about $25,000 last week. 

There are now 31 shows on the 
list, inclusive of this week’s eight 
incoming shows, the largest num- 
ber since late last winter. Among 
the starters are two revivals, mak- 
ing such on Broadway. 

Due next week are: ‘The Late 
Christopher Bean,’ Miller's; ‘Incu- 
bator’ (house to be named); the re- 
vival of ‘Camille,’ Morosco, and a 
repeat of ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
(no house named). It is the lightest 
card in some time. ‘Ol’ Man Satan’ 
was taken off at the Forrest last 
Saturday, while the revival of ‘The 
Great Lover’ stops at the Waldorf 
this week, 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Absent Father,’ Vanderbilt (2na 
week) (C-771-$3.30). Third string 
reviewers covered this lightweight; 
first week estimated under $2,500. 


‘Americana,’ Shubert (4th week) 
(R-1,395-$4.40). Business spotty; 
extra space ads attracting balcony 
trade; gross moderate at $18,000. 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (27th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Shading off 
generally last week did not mate- 
rially affect pace here; around $10,- 
600, which is plenty for this run 
show. 


‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (&th 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Moderately 
paced for revue: averace around 


$18,000 hardly profitable; some cut 
rates, 


‘Carry Nation,’ Biltmore (ist | 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Presented by 
Arthur Beckhart; written by Frank 
McGrath; opens Saturday (29). 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(7th week) (C-1,057-$3.30). Probably 
bettering even break: picture rights 
reported sold at good figure; esti- 
mated over $8,000. 

Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (3rd 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Matinees 
very weak, but evenings rather 
00d; takings around $9,500 appear 
Satisfactory for mystery piece. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Empire (1st 
week) (CD-1,099-$3.30). Presented 
by Harry Moses: London success 
rep; written by J. B. Priestley; 
opens Thursday (27). 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box (ist 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Opened bri!- 
liantly Saturday (22) after several 
dress rehearsals; some notices of 
the rave kind and hit indicated. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (7th 
Week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Heavy up- 
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Burnside to Do Spec. 


of a spectacle to be staged in Chi- 
cago next summer. It will not be 
part of the World's Fair, being 
slated for a Loop house of large 
capacity. 

Spec will picture Chicago's ‘Cen- 
tury of Progress.’ It will be along 
the lines of the former Hippodrome, 
New York, spectacles, staged by 
Burnside. 


‘March,’ Cancelled, Break 





For Pittsburgh Stock 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 


With Nixon dark last week as re- 
sult of ‘Forward March’s’ cancella- 
tion, Pitt, with Ed Vail’s stock com- 
pany, had legit field to itself and 
managed to make its best showing 
thus far with ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 
Nice profit for repertory company 
indicated, with two-for-ones tossed 
around for three nights. 


Currently Nixon has ‘Laugh Pa- 
rade,’ but goes dark again next 
week, ‘Cynara,’ booked as third sub- 
scription play in American Theatre 
Society series, having been post- 
poned. ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ comes 
in Nov. 7, with ‘Vanities’ and ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ following. 





around $12,000; weekly pace should 
top $13,000, ; 

‘Men Must Fight,’ Lyceum (3rd 
week) (D-957-$3.30). Another 
eent arrival of doubtful chances; 
first full week over $5,000, but must 
improve to stay. 

‘Nona,’ Avon (4th week) (D-830- 
$3.30). Has not climbed as expect- 
ed; last week around $8,000 or 
slightly under; about an even break. 

‘Old Man Satan,’ Forrest. With- 
drawn last Saturday; colored drama 
played three weeks to small tak- 
ings. 

‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 46th St. (44th 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Run leader 
hettered $28,000. Last week its sec- 
ona in new quarters; nothing on 
list topped it. 


‘Rendezvous,’ Broadhurst (3rd 
week) (D-1,118-$3.30). First full 
week around $6,500; disappointing 


considering sizeable agency buy. 

‘Success Story,’ Elliot (5th week) 
(D-924-$2.75). Easy to sell in cut 
rates with best chance from that 
gource; estimated over $5,500 last 
week; top gross so far. 


‘Tell Her the Truth,’ Cort (ist 
week) (M-1,048-$4.40). Presented 
by Mrs. Joe Leblang; imported 


musical version of American farce 
highly regarded out of town; opens 
Thursday (27). 


(D-605-$3.30). Presented independ- 


ently (John Leffler and Frank Con- | 


roy); written by James Bridie: was 
done in England; opened Monday. 

‘The Girl Outside,’ Little (ist 
week) (C-530-$3.30). Presented by 
Alfred E. Aarons; written by John 
King Hodges and Samuel Merwin; 
opened Monday. 

‘The Good Earth,’ Guild (2d week) 
(D-914-$3.30). Divided comment, 
some reviews markedly un- 
favorable; book popularity @nd sub- 
scriptions should carry it; first week 
under capacity; around $14,000. 

‘The Passionate Pilgrim,’ 48th St. 
Opened middle of last week and 


‘The Surgeon,’ Belmont (list week) 
(D-515-$3.30). 





Shows in Rehearsal 


Pow Ve 





‘Chrysalis’ (Langner, Hep- 


burn, Beck) Beck. 





Modelled on Old Hipp. | 


R. H. Burnside will have charge | 


re- | 


‘The Anatomist,’ Bijou (ist week) | 


| The Metropolitan is announcing 
closed Saturday; panned; four days. | 
| Vienna.’ 
Presented independ- | 
ently (Mirror Productions) ;, written | 


by Anthony Young; new production | 


group; opens tonight. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway 
(R-1,800-$4.40). 
with some performances about half 
capacity; revue estimated less chan 
$20,000. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale 
week) (C-1,050-$3). Comedy leader; 


(5th week) 


noon to be added; around $18,000 
last week, which is virtual capacity 
and gret for present going. 
Other Attractions 

Abbey Theatre Players, Beck: | 
Irish company with new plays and 
change of bill nightly attracted good | 
business first week; over $12,000 





stairs with floor fairly good; best of 
mewer musicals to date; around | 
$25,000 last week. 

‘t Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris 
(8rd week) (C-1,051-$3.30). Among 
the doubtful new comedies; started 
mildly and yet to build; around §$8,- 
000 estimated. 

‘Keeping Down Expenses,’ Na- 








tional (2nd week) (C-1,164-$3.30). | 
Opened late last week: dialect laugh | 
Show drew SO-S« notices: also 


doubtful, but chances not definitely 
rated as yet } 

‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse (2nd 
week) (C-876-$3.30). Success indi- 
cated at fine opening; all but one 
Teview quite favorable and business 
first seven performance strong 





| 
j 
i 


claimed. 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; re- | 
peater making good money; over} 
$12,000 again. 

‘Liliom,’ 14th Street; revival; by; 
Civie Repertory’s initial attraction 
this season; opens Wednesday (26) 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Barry- 
more: success last season repeated | 
with changed cast; opens Thursday 


~t . 
‘Manhattan Varieties,’ Cosmopol- ; 


itan; vaudeville revue first called 
‘Belmont Varieties’ at Belmont re- 
cently. 

‘The Great Lover,’ Hudson; re- 
vival: cut rates, 


‘The Great Lover,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival; closed Saturday. 


Lower floor trouble ! 


| 
} 


(4th | 


matinees jammed and extra after- | 
| for production by R. H. Burnside. 


|Giendinning in ‘The Perfect Mar- 


‘Dangerous Corner,’ 





‘Walk a Little Faster’ 
(Courtney Burr) St. James. 
‘Cyrano’ (musical) (Shu- 
berts) Ritz 
‘Dark Hours’ 
Vroom) Little. 
‘The Du Barry’ 
Leblang) Cohan. 
‘Nine Pine Street’ (Ray and 
|} Hewes) Lyric. 
‘We're Three’ (‘Humpty | 
Dumpty’) (Schwab and De |) 
Sylva) Selwyn. 
‘The Perfect Marriage’ (Shu- 
berts) 49th Street. 


(Lodevick 


(Mrs. 


Joe 





‘Firebird’ (Gilbert Miller) 
Miler’s. 
‘The Gay Divorce’ (Wiman 


and Weatherly) Ambassador. 
‘Love Life of the Tiffy’ (L. 
Lawrence Weber) Longacre. 
‘The Late Christopher Bean,’ 
‘Carry Nation,’ ‘Incubator, 
‘The Surgeon,’ ‘There’s Al- 
ways Juliet,’ The Anatomist’ 
opening out of town or on 
Broadway this week. 





} 
} 














CAT AT $15,000, 
LA. TWO OUT 





Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 


‘Cat and the Fiddle’ is still top- 
ping the town with near capacity in 
its third week at $15,000. Runner 
up is “The Marquis’ at the El Capi- 
tan, which grabbed off $6,000. 

‘Young Ideas’ at the Hollywood 
Playhouse dragged along to $3,500, 
same as the opening week. Figure, 
though short, is profitable with the 
nut but slightly over $2,000. 

‘Harlem’ folded at the Music Box 
after three slim weeks in which it 
never got out of the red. ‘Rose of 
Flanders’ ducked out of the Mayan 
Saturday night, also crimson. Lat- 
ter was co-op with the cast just 
about getting eating money. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Harlem’ Music Box (3rd and final 
week) (D-965-$1.65). Folded to $800 
which just about paid advertising 
and rent. House goes dark. 

‘Rose of Flanders,’ Mayan (4th 
and final week) (M-1,492-$1.65). 
Blew to $2,000 estimated. Nothing 
left for cast or house at that figure. 

‘The Cat and the Fiddic’ Belasco 
(3rd week) (M-1,103-$2.7%) cld- 
ing strong at $15,000. Advanee ror 
next three weeks heavy. 

‘The Marquis,’ El Capitan (4th 
week) (C-1,571-$1.65). Above aver- 
age at $6,000. Best money attrac- 
tion hyvuse has had for six months. 

‘Young Ideas,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (2nd week). Profitable at 
$3,500 with nut low. 








$2,500 in Minneapolis 
| Mild for Bainbridge 


Minneapolis ,Oct. 24. 
Although liked by audiences, 
| ‘Don’t Wake the Wife’ failed to pull 
for the Bainbridge dramatic stock 
; company at the Shubert, the gross 
| dropping to $2,500, which is pretty 
| bad. Current offering is ‘Elmer the 
|; Great,” with Andy Cohen, Min- 
| neapolis baseball club second base- 


|men, as guest stan 
‘That's That,’ burlesque with 
‘Bozo’ Snyder, drew only around 


| $2,400 to the Gayety, where em- 
| ployes are working on a co-opera- 
j tive basis and having plenty of 
| trouble making both ends meet. 

follow 


nothing to ‘Reunion in 





Future Plays 


‘The Last Judgment,’ by Eduardo 
Clanneli and Genaro Curci, will be 
the first production by Sheppard & 
Buchannan, 


‘Lucky in Love’ by Ian Hay is due 








Cast Changes 


Paul W. Keast replaces Dennis 
King in ‘Showboat.’ 


Walter Gilbert replaces Ernest 
riage.’ 


Regina Wallace is playing the 


/due to 


+ 





° . | 

Silent Film ‘Cyrano’ Opens | 

| 

Chicago, Oct. 24. 

One week before the Apollo was | 

play Walter Hampden in|} 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ the Cinema | 

Art presented a French motion pic- 
ture version of the same piece. 

Cinema Art had to delve into ob- 

scure sources for the picture, which | 

is silent. 





Chicago Remembers 
"31 ‘Boom’ Wistfully; 
1 Out of 3 Prospers 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

While the fourth largest city in 
the world struggles to support three 
legitimate attractions and manages 
to make life worth while for only 
one of them, anxious-eyed scouts 
sean the }orizon for arriving the- 
atrical caravans. And there are 
none. Week after week the season 
gets older and sadder. As bad as 
last year was it seems in retrospect 
like boom times. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,—Harris (CD- 
1.100; $2.75) (7th week). Folds at 
he end of the month and announced 
for a midwestern road tour. Liked 
here, but over-scaled $2.75 and 
went to $2.20 too late. Down to 
$5,500, 

‘Of Thee |} Sing’—Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (5th week). Claimed under- 
quoted week before last and got 
nearer $28,000 than $25,000. No 
doubt about show having run first 
month at practical capacity. How- 
ever, started to see empties around 
he edges of the main floor. Depres- 
sion evident in the demand for 
cheap seats, of which there are 
comparatively few as house is 
scaled. Box office dollared to death 
while higher priced ducats tend to 
become harder to sell. But still 
the beacon light in the western 
wilderness. Last week around $26,,- 
500. 

‘Whistling in the Dark’—Erlanger 
(C-1,318; $2.75) (3rd, final week). 
Engagement more than enough to 
accommodate demand, never robust. 
Third week around $5,000. “Reunion 
in Vienna’ opens tonight (24) 
against Walter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano,’ 
which gives the Apollo its first legit 
of the season. 


‘BRIDE,’ 56’S, ‘HUSBAND’ 
$6,300; FRISCO DARK: 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 


For second time in ’Frisco’s the- 
atrical history the town is without a 
legit show. Only once before—six 
weeks ago—has there been no 
piece on the boards. Condition likely 
to remain such until early Novem- 
ber, when Henry Duffy is due to 
bring Billie Burke in ‘The Marquise’ 
into Alcazar Nov. 7. 

Erlanger’s Columbia will go oper- 
etta about same date, when ‘Merry 
Widow’ opens a season of similar 
productions under direction of Karl 
Hajos. 

Opera season in the country’s 
only civic-owned opera house has 
been doing smash business, hurting 
the pair of shows which closed Sat- 
urday night. ‘Bride Sun Shines On’ 
bowed out of Curran after two 
farish weeks, final stanza getting 
around $5,000. Pauline Frederick 
in ‘As Husbands Go’ got three and 
a half weeks at Alcazar, last eight 
days hitting around $6,300. Néw in 
Oakland for a week at Auditorium 
theatre. 

















Engagements 


Percy Waram, John Dunn, ‘Not a 
Moral.’ 


H. H. McCollum, Jos. Singer, 
Bernard Savage, ‘Dark Hours.’ 











Crane Wilbur, Lolita Lane, ‘Tin 
30xes.’ 

Chick Chandler, ‘The Great 
Magoo.’ 

Paul McGrath, Gerald Hamer, 





wife in ‘Counsellor at Law,’ replac- 
ing Mary Servoss, who goes to 


Barbara Robbins replaces Betty 
Hanna in ‘Dangerous Corner.’ 





Wm. Foran, ‘Love Life of the Tiffy.’ | 
Violet Heming, Roger Pryor, Lil- 
lian Tonge, John Spacey, ‘There's 
Always Juliet,’ revival. (Complete 


“Music in Air’ Is Philly’s First Smash, 
- $21,000; ‘Forward March’ Poor $14,000 


Philadelphia, Oct 24. 


Philly's four legit houses that are 


Week Ahead of Hampden now open are pretty solidly booked 


up to the Christmas holidays, but 
the possibility of another house or 
two joining the parade is remote. 
There is no more than enough at- 
tendance to be divided among four. 

At last the town has a smash 
hit. It is ‘Music in the Air, the 


Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammerstein II 


musical play produced by Peggy 
Fears. It won raves the first night 


and after a couple of average 
nights, jumped close to capacity the 
last three performances, and should 
be a sell-out all this week. 

A last-minute arrangement was 
made Friday by which ‘9 Pine 
Street,’ try-out by Ray & Hewes, 
goes into the Broad next Monday 
instead of the Garrick, thus allow- 
ing the Kern opera to stay another 
week at the latter house. 

The week's other musical open- 
ing—‘Forward March’—didn't fare 
so well at the Forrest where it 
opened Tuesday. This Brown- 
Henderson revue won praise for its 
dances, score and girls, but raps 
for its comedy and presentation. In 
seven performances, it’s doubtful if 
the show hit $14,000. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ slumped at 
the beginning of its second week, as 
every amusement house in town did 
because of the heavy rains, but 
came back strongly thereafter and 
turned in a credited $8,500. On Sat- 
urday, it was decided to hold the 
show at the Broad for the first 
three days of this week. That 
wasn’t because of the strong biz, 
but because it was felt that some 
last-minute directorial touches were 
needed. 

‘Man With a Load of Mischief’ 
was panned by all but one critic 
when it opened at the Chestnut as 
the third offering of the American 


Theatre Society (subscription) 
group. Even the Jane Cowl follow- 
ing, and it’s large here, couldn't 


bring much biz in. 

This week’s lone opening is ‘Vani- 
ties’ (9th edition) at the Forrest. 
First time a Carroll show has come 
in here without plenty of opposition 
in years. Advance is fairly good. 

Next week, in addition to ‘9 Pine 
Street’ at the Broad, there is ‘Cy- 
nara’ at the Chestnut. Nov. 7, 
‘Show Boat’ opens at the Forrest 
and the Schwab-DeSylva musical, 
‘We Three’ plays the Garrick—both 
for single week engagements. Lat- 
ter is a recent booking. 

On the 14th, the Abbey Theatre 
Players come to the Garrick, Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner to the Chestnut 
and ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ to the 
Forrest. The 2lst promises ‘Good 
Woman—Poor Thing’ at the Broad, 
‘Cyrano’ at the Forrest and ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ at the Chestnut. 

The unprecedented number of 
one-week bookings this fall is a 
noticeable feature of the situation. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Man With a Load of Mischief’ 
(Chestnut, first week). Cowl or no 
Cowl, this one didn’t click. Not‘ces 
were mostly pans. Not over $9,500, 
and that was largely subscription. 

‘Music in the Air’ (Garrick, first 
week). A sensation and Pahiily’s 
first smash. By midweek crowds 
started coming and capacity ruled 
at the end; $21,000 with six grand 
better than that indicated this 
week. Stay lengthened until Nov. 5, 

‘Dangerous Corner’ (Broad, sec- 
ond week). Off at start of week, 
but came back to get $8,500. lield 
over for first three days of this 
week. ‘9 Pine Street’ Monday. 

‘Forward March’ (Forrest, one 
week only). Opened Tuesday and 
notices not enthusiastic. Doubiful 
if it got $14,000 in seven perform- 
ances. ‘Vanities’ this week, 


Cast Changes Put Back 
‘Corner’s’ B’way Opening 


‘Dangerous Corner’ slated to open 
tonight at the Empire (New York) 
has been set back until Thur: say 
(27). It is remaining over in Phila- 
delphia the first three Guys this 
week, that being possiLie because 
the Broad Street has an open date. 

Additional days in Philly are be- 
ing played to enable Mary Servoss 
to familiarize herself with the play. 
She left ‘Counselor at Law’ to join 
‘Corner,’ replacing Hortense Alden, 
Another change has Betty Hana be- 
ing replaced by Barbara Robbins, 


Two in Frisco Go Dark 


isco, Oct. 24. 





San Franc 


Henry Duffy’s Aleazar went dark 








cast.) 
tobert Loraine, ‘Rape of Lucrece.’ 





AHEAD AND BACK | 


| 
Melville Hammett, Crosby May- | 
nard, advance; texford Connor, | 


2 | 
company manager, ‘Springtime for 


' Henry.’ 


Josephine Dunn, Sarah Jane, 
Anthony Hughes, Oscar tagland, | 
Douglas Wood, Lee Beggs, ‘We! 
Three.’ | 

Romanei Callender, Wm. Incer- | 
coll, Jos. King, catherine Krug, | W! 


1 
i 
Georgia Harvey, ‘Nine Pine Street.’ | 


Pauline Frederick 
bowed out three-and-a-half 
weeks of ‘As Husbands Go,’ moving 
bay to Oakland for a week at 
theatre. 


locked up 


when 
after 


vesterday 


across 
Auditorium 
Alcazar intil Nov. 7 
hen Billie Burke is due in ‘The 


Marquis.’ 
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Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Sydney, Sept. 29. purpose, other than the purpose of 
‘Ritter Sweet’ will mark up 100] such company, a check for £13,570 
performances. Dame Sybil Thorn- | pounds, contrary to law.’ | 
dike very successful in ‘Saint Joan.’ The charge has beer laid by Al- 
Will also produce ‘The Medea of| fred Parsons, liquidator of Harry 
Euripides’ and ‘Macbeth’ for W. T. Rickard’s Tivoli Theatres, Ltd. A 
Two revue units operating to good | big legal battle is in progress. 
business. Frank Neil is presenting Hugh D. McIntosh has come in 


Ella Shields. George Wallace and 
Athol Tier in ‘Pleasure Bound,’ and 
Connors and Paul have Roy Rene, 
Svad Beck and Sadie Gale in ‘Oh! 
Fie Fifi.’ 

The Fullers will open ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ Sept. 30 for a run. ‘Congorilla 
very strong for Hoyts and should 
stay some time, ‘Aren't We All’ in 
fourth week for Carrolls. 

Fairbanks’ ‘Around the World in 
80 Minutes’ no panic and will close 
after two weeks. 





Current in Melbourne 
Grand opera season in Melbourne 
closes this week, and Gilbert and 
Sullivan revivals will replace. ‘Dr. 
Pygmalion’ and Russell revue com- 
pletes legit offerings. Pictures in 


session include ‘Huddle,’ “Thunder 
Relow.’ ‘Sunshine Susie,’ ‘The Crowd 
Roars.’ ‘Congorilla, and ‘Brother 
Alfred.’ : 
Current attractions in New Zea- 
land include ‘Arrowsmith,’ ‘Sym- 


phony of Six Million,’ ‘The Miracle 
Man,’ ‘Frail Women," ‘Huddle,’ ‘Re- 
becea of Sunnybrook Farm,’ ‘Dan- 
gerous Years,’ ‘Dancers in the Dark. 





Censor Absurdities 


Charles Munro, m.d. Hoyts The- 
atres, Ltd., is sore at the methods 
employed by the authorities in Mel- 
bourne to enforce censorship. 

Recently, a theatre on their sub- 
urban chain was playing a dual fea- 
ture bill on which was the picture, 
‘Women Who Play.’ Police officials 
made the ushers round up every 
kiddie in the audience under 16 and 
eject from the theatre before allow- 
ing the film to be screened. Ushers 
took kiddies from their parents and 
cared for them until the show con- 
ciuded. 

Victorian censors will not allow 
‘conditional’ ruled pictures to be 
sereened before juveniles. Only 
those features marked ‘general ex- 
hibition’ can be so exhibited, 





Australian-Made Scores 


‘On Our Selection,’ Australian- 
maker ever handled by Greater 
Union Theatres... Picture is in its 
fifth. week in Sydney and has broken 
all records in other states. 

Stuart F. Doyle, managing direc- 
tor Cinesound Productions, has en- 
tered into an agreement with Uni- 
versal to distribute 
throughout Great Britain. 
ment carries with it a certain defi- 
nite guarantee and advance pay- 
ment against earnings. This is the 
first occasion an American organi- 
zation has actually financed the ex- 
hibition of an Australian picture 
abroad. 4 

Doyle expects this picture to 
gross: over $150,000 in Australia 
alone. 





Wiser councils prevailing, the 
proposed nationwide strike protest- 
ing against wage slashing has been 
abandoned. With the cancellation 
of the strike proposals, the man- 
agements breathed a sigh of relief. 
Pians will now be put in motion in 
an endeavor to meet the lower earn- 
ings of the people by offering enter- 
tainment at the lowest possible cost. 
One bright feature is the fact that 
leading banks are willing to ad- 
vance huge sums to the government 
to find employment. Managements 
say that lower wages will help them 
in their operating overhead, and the 
benefit will be passed on to the 
public. It does look as though the 
days of dollar top prices in the pic- 
ture theatres are over and. that 
cheap-priced entertainment will 
come into vogue to meet the pres- 
ent conditions. The big bugbéar is 
the huge taxation sluz on amuse- 
ment enterprises. Practically all the 
profit made by showmen is eaten up 
in the high governmental tax. 

If the government will assist the 
showmen, then, say the showmen, 
they wili assist the public by lower- 
ing atl hich admission charges. 


Australian Show World 


Contrary to expectations, ‘Con- 
gorilla’ failed to pull in Sydney and 
will be removed after but two weeks. 
‘Bitter Sweet’ still strong and will 
mark up 101 performances. Dame 
Sybil Thorndike to produce ‘Cap- 
tain Brassbound’s Conversion.’ Ella 
Shields will appear in the revue, 
‘Hello Happiness.’ Quite an array 
of English pictures opening next 
week. 








Tivoli Charges 


Hugh D. McIntosh, at one time 
managing director of Tivoli Thea- 
tres, Ltd., together with Edmund 
Covell and William Curtis, K. C., 
stand charged with a conspiracy. 
The Summons Court cnarge reads 
as follows: 

.*That, as directors of the company, 
they did, on September 10, 1929, at 
Sydney, fraudulently apply for a 


' 
} 
: 


made, is proving the biggest money | approbation, 


for a heap of trouble since his re- 
turn from England. Only recently 
he went through bankruptcy. Mc- 
Intosh was in charge of the Tivoli 
in the boom days of vaude and re- 
vue. He also at one time controlled 
a chain of newspapers over here. 
At present he is manager of the 
Sydney Stadium. 


Again the Censors 


Some time ago Charles Chauvel, 

Australian producer, went to the 
South Seas to get shots of the na- 
tives for a_ picture he is making, 
called ‘The Mutiny of the Bounty.’ 
Picture deals with early historic 
facts concerning this continent. On 
his return the producer submitted 
the film to the censor for approval, 
and the censor ordered that flashes 
showing Tahitian dances be deleted. 
Chauvel lodged protest. 
The acting minister for customs 
has now called for a report from 
the censor on the banned portion, 
and has offered to arbitrate in the 
dispute. In the meantime, Chauvel 
is going ahead with studio work. 





Chatter 


Hugh J. Ward, although retired 
from the theatrical game, still at- 
tends every premiere and is a well- 
known figure in the bright lights 
district of the city. 

Fullers will have a splash open- 
ing for ‘Grand Hotel’ next month 
(Oct.). Idea similar to that used for 
American premiere. Already house 
has been sold out for the first week. 
Possible that Williamson-Tait will 
maintain a permanent company to 
play Gilbert and Sullivan produc- 
tions in Australia. Already one 
company has been in operation for 
18 months. 

British picture craze is sweeping 
both Australia and New Zealand 
currently. Remarkable the growth 
English productions have experi- 
enced in the last few months after 
so long in the background of public 
Legitimate producers 
are now advertising their new at- 
tractions as ‘British Plays for Brit- 
ish People.’ 


—_—_—--_—- 


THEATRE FOR CLASSICS 


the picture |, 
Agree- | 


PROJECTED IN MOSCOW 


Moscow, Oct. 12. 

A ‘Theatre of Classic Drama’ is 
in process of organization here, un- 
der the. leadership of Vsevelod 
Blumenthal-Tamarin, one: of the 
most gifted of the elder generation 
of Russian actors. 

New troupe, expected to include 
the most brilliant actors who can 
be mobilized, will live up to its pro- 
jected name and limit itself to the 
theatre classics of all nations, While 
Russian masters will. hold a large 
place in the repertory, they will by 
no means dominate it. Shakespeare, 
Schiller, Goethe and Moliere are 
among the classics under considera- 
tion for early production. 

The government has not yet as- 
signed a theatre building to the 
new organization. Actors already 
enrolled include Gzovskaya, Gaida- 
rov and Zhikhereva. 


“After Dinner,’ London 
Revue, Weak in Cast 








London, Oct. 24. 

‘After Dinner,’ new revue at the 
Gaiety, is a concoction with some 
clever ideas which are poorly ex- 
ploited by a negligible cast. 

Billy and Elsa Newell are the 
outstanding personalities among the 
actors. 


George Dance Dies 


London, Oct. 24. 
Sir George Dance, wealthy the- 
atrical director, died in London Sat- 
urday (22), 
He was 67 years old. 





Seastrom’s Return 


Stockholm, Oct. 13. 
Victor Seastrom, in retirement 
since his return from Hollywood, 


came up to Sockholm last week and 
is looking for a play. 

He contemplates directing, pro- 
ducing the piece and returning to 





the stage himself this winter. 


‘mentator, David Lawrence, will suf- 
fice to fill this election night need. 


‘mits that the thumbs-down attitude 


WOULD PARK CONGRESS 
IN MEX. STATE THEATRE 


Mexico City, Oct. 24. 
Five million dolar National thea- 
tre here won't be used as a play- 
house, at least as far as professional 
thespians are concerned, when it is 
finished next year, 


psnding before the federal legisla- 
ture is adopted. 

Measure calls for theatre to be 

used as headquarters of National 
Chamber of Deputies and Congress. 
Sponsors of proposition contend 
that present quarters of both groups 
of federal solons are inadequate and 
at too great a distance from each 
other, and assert that theatre would 
not only be an okay site for both 
branches of the national legislature 
but that they would be under the 
same roof. , 
Solons are of the opinion that the- 
atre would prove a big flop if operas 
and other high class spectacles, for 
which building is designed, were 
staged there, and government’s only 
chance to benefit by its investment 
is to make it legislative head- 
quarters. 


AP-UP-Radio 





if a measure 





(Continued from page 1) 
trolled by its own political com- 


Besides holding the major stock in 
the Consolidated Press, Lawrence 
functions as the editor-publisher of 
the ‘United States Daily.’ 

On the other hand, Columbia ad- 


of the press associations has put it 
in a tough spot. Only way out of 
the dilemma, it says, is to go ahead 
and organize its own news collect- 
ing service. To that end it proposes 
to make local correspondents of its 
some 90 affiliated stations, with the 
direct wire connection with every 
one of these spots providing as 
quick a return on the presidential 
election outcome, avers the network, 
as would be obtainable through a 
press association hookup. Press 
agents connected with these outiets 
will in the main be depended upon 
to gather the results and transmit 
them to the CBS headquarters in 
New York, where the tabulations 
would take place and broadcast 
across the national web. 
Understood that a large percent- 
age of the membership on both the 
AP and UP lists are even objecting 
to permitting newspaper-operated 
stations to broadcast the returns 
obtained from the central news 
gathering sources. But since there 
is no definite policy governing the 
practice, it is understood that the 
heads of the associations will make 
no effort to rule either way. 





Russian Hardships 





(Continued from page 1) 


that Comrade Leonidoyv has special 
shelves for books, 

A grade or two lower down in the 
scale of good fortune come the film 
people with one fairly livable room 
to their names. Serge Eisenstein, 
lately of Hollywood and Mexico, 
falls into this category. His one 
room is large and light. It has such 
startling comforts as a table, a bed, 
a closet and some chairs. But it 
lacks bookshelves such as grace the 
abode of Leonidov. LEisenstein’s 
books are stacked on chairs, on the 
floor, under the bed. And he has no 
space for a piano, which he needs 
in his work. When he reaches the 
musical part of his home jobs he 
goes over to a friend’s who posses- 
sess a piano. 

Other accounts of the one-room- 
and-common-kitchen existence of 
film folk follow. Director Alexan- 
drov is exhibited with wife and child 
in a tiny cubicle. Director Shub’s 
one room does not even include 
kitchen privileges, which makes him 
totally dependent on restaurants and 
that in Moscow is no pleasant situa- 
tion. 

There follow sad tales of film fa- 
vorites without any space of their 
own at all—bunking with friends; 
sleeping on a trunk in someone's 


crowded corner; boarding with 
strangers. These are people who in 
similar positions abroad would 


range from well-to-do to wealthy. 
Nobody is to blame for this state 
of affairs, of course. There just 
isn’t any space in Moscow. From 
1,000,000 the city has grown to near- 
ly 3,000,000 and the extensive con- 


'to a game. 


| London Show 
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World 





Row on ‘Sundown,’ New 


Vehicle for Jannings 


Vienna, Oct. 16, 

Next production on schedule of 
the Deutsches Volktheater is Haupt- 
mann’s new play, ‘Before Sundown.’ 
It is planned as a festive perform- 
ance on the occasion of Haupt- 
mann’s 70th birthday, and he is 
to be present personally. 

First performance was in Berlin 
ast year, under Reinhardt, who made 
a great many changes in the play. 
The original five acts were changed 
to four, and Reinhardt claims that 
he has author's rights to the ver- 
sion that is being played. He is 
going to protest against the Vienna 
performance because the Volks- 
theater has not acquired the rights 
from him as well as from Haupt- 
mann. : 

Emil Jannings is to play the lead. 


NON-FILM AMUSEMENTS 
AT LOW EBB IN INDIA 


Calcutta, Sept. 20. 

Apart from a few ill-trained Eu- 
rasian girls, with well-chalked legs, 
doing so-called ‘ballet taps’ among 
the tables of second-rate hotels and 
cafes, and a negro singer-pianist, 
‘Dr.. Jazz,’ at a local restaurant, 
there is nothing whatever but the 
talkies in ‘The Second City of the 
Empire.’ 

An English monologist, Scott 
Leslie, opened at the principal ho- 
tel, but as only 24 seats were booked 
he has fadad away. The ‘Great 
Levant,’ illusionist, awaits work in 
Colombo, where also are Rex Story 
and Rose Lee with four girls, work- 
ing small cinemas. In Colombo also 
is our star advance man, Alec Ross, 
filing in time—and probably a very 
long time—with a portable broad- 
cast set used for advertising pur- 
poses. 

Another well-known advance man, 
Billy Williams, is booking orders 
fer a paste maker. Gaby Hill, Aus- 
tralian delineator of Indian dances, 
ects fairly frequent work, but 
jumps hundreds of miles for a 
week’s show. 

Grant Anderson has broken up his 
comedy company and is now putting 
on Shakespeare in English with In- 
dian artists at native cinemas. Eu- 
ropean bands at hotels have been 
gradually replaced by Goanese per- 
formers at a quarter the money— 
and the grease paint and wig man 
closed his shop here a month ago. 








Cape Town, Oct. 3. 

Unexpected unseasonable weather 
through Cape Colony cutting 
amusement attendance. 

Signs of the hard times and un- 
employment were seen when Pagel’s 
Circus, while in Capetown, adver- 
tised for a_ secretary. The ad 
brought a big crowd of applicants 
of every description, 

Seven native girls were found 
traveling unauthorized on the spe- 
cial train transporting Boswell’s 
Circus around the country. It cost 
them ten shillings each in fines, 
with a seven-day stay in prison in 
default for the railway fares. 

Schlesinger had the big idea to 
put up a theatre and restaurant in 
Durban, Natal. News is out that 
the theatre idea has fizzled out, 


owing to the depression. It is un- 
derstood the restaurant will be 
completed. 

The death occurred Saturday, 


Sept. 10, of Mrs. Edna Caroline Col- 
lins, booking clerk at the Opera 
House and Alhambra, Capetown, 
due to heart trouble. Ten years ago 
her husband, manager of the Tivoli, 
Capetown, met his death in a motor 
accident. An only son, Basil, sur- 
vives. 

Queries are afoot regarding the 
quotation in the Stock Exchange 
daily list of African Theatres 744% 
debentures at sellers, £81, and 
Kinemas, Ltd., ordinary at sellers, 
1 shilling, and 8% preferred at buy- 
ers, 1 shilling and ninepence. These 
concerns were merged into African 
Consolidated Theatres, Ltd. 

Two snooker players in a country 
town here completed 20 hours of 
continuous snooker play, and it is 
believed have put up a record. The 
game arose through a commercial 
traveler walking into the local club 
and challenging the town champion 
They played through the 
afternoon and night, finishing at 
9:30 the next morning, playing 48 
games, with both players dead heat. 








struction work cannot keep up with 
such growth of population. 





Questions are asked if there is an 
overseas record on this. 





London, Oct. 15. 

Leontine Sagan produced the 
stage version of her film, ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform,’ at the Duchess theatre 
Oct. 7, under the title, ‘Children in 
Uniform.’ Despite the restriction of 
a small stage, the play was as force. 
ful and realistic as the picture, in. 
deed more tragic, since it ends in 
suicide, end being changed for 
screen purposes. 

The acting and setting of this un- 
happy story is almost flawless, and 
the cast of over 40 women drew 
praise from all critics. 


success, 





Belasco Revival 


David Belasco’s ‘Tonight or 
Never’ has been acquired for Eng- 
land by Lawrence Ireland, and ig 
scheduled for production here 
shortly. 





Verdun at Comedy 


Although announced the Comedy 
theatre would close down complete- 
ly, owing to extensive alterations 
demanded by Council authorities, a 
temporary compromise has been 
effected. It reopens: Oct. 25 with 
‘Miracle at Verdun,’ the highbrow 
anti-war play transferring from the 








Embassy. theatre at Swiss Cottage, 





Few Proteans Left 


The death of R. A. Roberts, the 
English protean actor, narrows the 
number of these ‘quick-change’ dra- 
matic artists. Charlotte Parry and 
Henri de Vries are the most impor- 
tant that now remain. 





Many Girl Groups 
Sherman Fisher, who had a troupe 
of girls at the Palladium for several 
seasons and walked out to go to the 
London Pavilion, has been called 
back by George Black. 


He returns to the Palladium Oct., 


24, with management waiving the 
exclusive claim. Fisher now has 
four troupes at four West End the- 
atres, all owned by different man- 
agements, which is a record for any 
English dance producer. 


‘Crazy Month’ Acts 
Cardini and the Colleano Family 
will be included in the next ‘Crazy 
Month’ at the Palladium, which is 

scheduled for Nov. 21. 








Benn’s Biog. 


Harry Benn, supervisor of Moss. 
Empires, who just resigned after 12 
years, is shortly to write his life 
story. It will be titled ‘40 Years Be« 
hind the Scenes.’ 


Profit in Sub -Lease 


M. M. S. Theatres, controlled by 
John Southern, has leased Collins’ 
theatre to Cumberland Clark, a 
Scottish author, who is making his 
initial venture in show business. 

Understood Clark is paying a flat 
rental of $400 per week, which 
means a weekly profit to M. M.S. 
theatres of $240 minus headaches. 








Continuous Boxing Now 

After continuous variety, continu- 
ous revue and continuous Grand 
Guignol comes continuous boxing. 
The promoter of the idea, which is 
being tried at the Whitechapel Pa-. 
vilion, the East Side theatre devoted 
to Yiddish plays, is Jack Bloomfield, | 
undefeated ex-cruiser weight cham- 
pion of England, who is also the’ 
owner of several saloons in the 
West End. 

Butt’s Return 

Sir Alfred Butt will mark his re- 
turn to the theatrical world after a 
number of years with a presenta- 
tion at the Phoenix theatre of Fred- 
erick Lonsdale’s new play, ‘Never 
Come Back.’ : 

In the cast will be Athole Stew- 
art, who also produces; Allan 
Aynesworth, Raymond Massey, Ellis 
Jeffreys, Nora Swinburne, Viola 
"ree, 


Gade Staging Abroad 


Stockholm, Oct. 13. 

Svend Gade, who was with Uni- 
versal and First National for four 
years as director and scenarist in 
Hollywood, is now principal director 
for the Royal Dramatic theatre in 
Copenhagen. He has just come to 
Stockholm to stage ‘Utspoor’ for the 
Blanche theatre. 

This Danish play by Locker has 
been optioned by the Theatre Guild. 


Real Names of Authors 

John Jervis Connington, author of 
‘The Castleford Conundrum,’ is Al- 
fred Walter Stewart. Alexander C. 
Jenkins, who wrote ‘Pal: The Story 
of an Airdale,’ is Alexandra Car- 
lisle, the actress. Lida Larrimore, 
credited with ‘Robin Hill,’ is Lida 
Lida Larrimore Turner. Diplomat, 
author of ‘The Corpse on the White 
House Lawn,’ is John Carter. Fran- 
cis Everton, who did ‘The Young 
Vanish,’ is Francis William Stokes. 


Not com-. 
mercial, however, but is an ‘artistic’ . 
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DINNER AT EIGHT 


(Continued from page 42) 
gut on the giddy Kitty, all fit well 
into this moving drama. 
‘Dinner at Eight’ is $3.85 top, 
ysual b. oO. price this season for a 


drama, but the performance is 
worth that much of anybody's coin 
and more. Medals for Harris, 

Ibee. 


Kaufman, Feber, 


MADEMOISELLE 


Comedy in three acts. Fresented at the 
Playhouse Oct. 18 by William A. Brady. 
Adapted from Jacques Deval’s original by 
Grace George, who is co-starred with Alice 
A. E. Matthews featured. Staged 


rady; 
- Deval and Clarence Derwent, 
Madame Galyosier.....+-.++.++: Alice Brady 
Lucien Galvogier..........-A. E. Matthews 






Valentin...... Seedececesccecoc MIAME Rothe 
Helene .i..--ee+eeee cccccccee-Liliian Savin 
Christine Galvosier........++- Peggy Conklin 
Mademoiselle. .....+++++ eeccese Grace George 
Maurice Galvosier............Thomas Beck 
Therese......+++ eoccccccccce. Garda Olesen 
Georges Boutin.«.cecsesacesees Harold West 
Edouard....+-«++ »»-Kenneth Treseder 
Juliette.....-. opeceess Gos 66608 May Marshall 


A Parisian success acted splen- 
didly, with the Brady family prom- 
inently represented—Grace George 
and Alice Brady, while Bill, jr. 
pulled for dad to put it over from 
the back of the house. And ‘Madem- 
oiselle’ has a very good chance. 

Miss George in making the adap- 
tation held pretty much to the orig- 
inal script, but whereas in the 
French version the real lead was 
mademoiselle, a matured governess 
or, rather, chaperon to a debutante, 
there are now four, the others being 
the girl Christine, her mother and 
her father, Lucien. 

Play opens with an amusing first 
act, with M. and Mme. Galvosier in 
a sprightly marital scene for a 
couple wed 20 years. Lucien is a 
busy lawyer, fussing around at his 
desk in the library and always on 
the point of rushing to the railway 
station to try a case in some funny 
town. She is vivacious if not friv- 
olous for a woman with a grown 
son and daughter, constantly send- 
ing out invitatiors or taking rejuve- 
nation treatments and trying on new 
frocks. 

‘Mademoiselle,’ the new governess, 
is engaged. She quickly finds out 
the matter with her new charge. 
Christine had had an affair at a 
summer resort with a young Egyp- 
tian and there is to be a baby, as 
she defiantly admits to mademoi- 
selle, declaring she will kill herself. 

The governess is a _ niggardly 
spinster until she meets Christine; 
then comes a change. She hates 
men, but the reaction of her frus- 
tration takes a curious turn—she 

*yearns for a child, dreams of being 
the first to hold a newborn infant 
in her arms. She devises a way to 
take the girl to the country, and 
there the babe is born. Mademoi- 
selle’s attentions, ministrations and 
liberality are based on her belief 
that heaven sent the child to her. 
The boy is left in charge of a wet- 
nurse. When mademoiselle’ and 
Christine arrive home there are 
gifts galore, and the festive board is 
prepared. Christine planned to tell 
her parents everything, but made- 
moiselle quietly and firmly prevents 
that by departing for the country 
and the babe, promising the girl the 
secret will never be disclosed and 
that she will rear the child as her 
own. Christine assents. She wants 
gayety, attentions, pleasure. For 
her, mother-love is absent, so far 
as the firstborn and unwanted child 
is concerned. 

The story is not as dramatic as 
it might seem, nor as serious. It is 
rather made light in the playing, 
but the author finds a new slant on 
the problem of a maid gone astray 
and in distress. 

Miss Brady reveled in the role of 
Christine’s mother, bent on matron- 
ly social activities. The part is so 
divergent from her sombre duties 
in ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ that 
she delighted the first-nighters. 
Miss George, a direct opposite in the 
name part, supplied the shade to the 
sparkling mother, reposed and au- 
thoritative, although a curious per- 
son. A. E. Matthews, whose wor- 
ries were mostly in keeping his ap- 
pointments and supplying enough 
money for his profligate family, 
duos excellently with Miss Brady. 

But a goodly share of acting hon- 
ors went to Peggy Conklin as Chris- 
tine, able to rebound from the tor- 
ment of unwed motherhood to the 
life of a carefree girl. Direction 
doubtless added to Miss Conklin’s 
performance. 

‘Mademoiselle’ has wit enough, 
and it looks like the Bradys will do 
all right this season. Ibee. 


Keeping Expenses Down 


Comedy in 
Dimitri Tiomkin at 
York, commencing Oct. 20. Written by 
Montague Glass and Dan Jarrett and 
staged by Jarrett. $3 top. 

Julius Bruckliner...........Joe Greenwald 
David Gordon.....seeee.+.William Tannen 
Harris Fishbein......0..++.++.-Louls Sorin 
Esther Fein....cceccecsesees++Alice Burrage 


acts presented by 
the National, New 


three 


Mies ccc eekserecokts Solly Ward 
Moskin..........++seee00.Samue] Schneider 
Kent J. Goldstein.........Bernard Gorcey 


Ree Wm. E. Morris 
De Witt C. Rubensohn..Raymond Bramley 
Miss ROSS....sesesseeeeee+-Patricia Quinn 
Thornbusch.....sesccccoeese-Arthur Jarrett 


While chances are slight that 
‘Keeping Expenses Down’ will make 
much money, it’s a cinch it cant 
lose much, The script, with its 
short cast and simple settings, is 
the sort that economists dream 


about, while the production and 
casting rendered by Dimitri Tiom- 
kin are the realization of such a 
dream, 

Heavy popularity is beyond 
reach, but this comedy does get a 
good share of laughs with some 
sparkling lines which are spread 
out to average up as a pleasant 
couple of hours. All things con- 
sidered—and that small overhead 
must be considered first—it should 
eke out eight weeks. .or thereabouts 
for a slight margin on the good side 
or at least a draw decision. 

Montague Glass did a Potash and 
Perlmutter with the script, in char- 
acter if not in name, and turned out 
a typical three-act biz partnership 
comedy. His collaborator this time 
was Dan Jarrett, most of whose re- 
cent work has been for John Golden. 


Fishbein (Potash) and _  Blintz 
(Perlmutter) are the usual argu- 
mentative but devoted partners, this 
time in real estate. They’re pushed 
into a financial jam in the first act 
and dragged out of it in the third, 
with the jailhouse looking like it’s 
going to beat prosperity in turning 
the corner all through Act 2 and 
up to the finish. There’s also a 
romance between the steno and a 
boy in the office, which stays sec- 
ondary but dovetails neatly into the 
plot. 

The dialog is 90% cross-fire be- 
tween the partners, sounding like a 
Smith and Dale next-to-closing 
serenade most of the time; but sly 
lines are spaced with sufficient fre- 
quency to keep things going. The 
strength is always in the comment 
growing out of situations rather 
than the situations themselves. An 
example of the chatter, most of 
which is in dialect, and probably 
the script’s best gag, is ‘Payment 
in six months in 1932 is better than 
cash in 1929.’ 

Cast is full of vaudeville veterans, 
topped by the Dutch comic, Solly 
Ward as one of the partners. His 
running mate is Louis Sorin. Wil- 
liam E. Morris is a standard name 
from the full stage sketch days, as 
is Arthur Jarrett, who is the co- 
author’s brother besides being the 
father of the radio singer of the 
same name. The name of Tannen 
also has its spot on the program: 
with Julius represented by his son, 
William. 

Young Tannen does a straight 
juve as half of the love interest, 
being a good looking youngster and 
tall enough to spot by a couple of 
inches the cast’s stately leading 
girl, Alice Burrage. The only other 
woman among the 11 players is Pa- 
tricia Dunn in a three or four-min- 
ute on and off. 

Good character and straight per- 
formances from all of these are du- 
plicated by Bernard Gorcey and Joe 
Greenwald. The latter is especially 
interesting. 

One set, and that’s second hand. 
Bill Brady used it last year for ‘A 
Church Mouse.’ It was futuristic 
then. Now it’s modernistic in more 
ways than one, Bige. 


The Passionate Pilgrim 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the 48th Street by Howard Inches; written 
by Margaret Crosby Munn; staged by pmre- 
oromeys incidental music by Charles Hau- 

iel. 

Ann Hathaway...seccecesss++..Emily Ross 
John Richardson.......e+...Donald Wilson 
Taverner .....+-++eseeee++++-Alan Wallace 
William Shakespeare....Albert Van Dekker 
EREET -cocecececse eeeeee-Charles Henderson 
Sir Thomas Lucy........Thomas F. Tracey 
Peter Dumpser...........-Burford Hampden 
Robert Armin.....eee..-Charles W. Homer 
Nicholas Tooley. eee eeeeseseeee -Wilbur Cox 


HeMMings ..ccccceccceccccssss John Bryan 
William Slye.......ee.e..+-Richard Enbach 
Elizabeth Vernon.,. écheped Ara Gerald 









Florian ......ecsscccscssees rercival Vivian 
Earl] of Southampton.....George Macready 
Lady Bridget Manners.....Beverly Roberts 
Countess of Rutland........Wauna Lidwell 
Earl of Essex...... ececees. Leslie Dennison 
Earl of Pembroke........+.-Donald Willson 
Phillida ccccccccccccscccccessNorvell Barry 


A play about the Bard of Avon, a 
romantic Shakespeare but not a di- 
version by any means. ‘The Pas- 
sionate Pilgrim’ is just a stop-gap. 

A new manager and an unknown 
authoress. Understood that Mar- 
garet Crosby Munn, 73, devoted up- 


ward of 15 years to the writing. In- 
cidentally, she is the reputed 
backer. 


Will Shakespeare Is shown in his 
home at Stratford with Anne Hath- 
way. Anne is mindful of the chil- 
dren, so that Will’s inclination to 
write plays instead of filling the 
larder brings her wrath upon him. 
The poet trudges to London town. 
What- hardships. he goes throug 
and what triumphs he experiences, 
the play has naught to do with. His 
suit for the love of Mistress Eliza- 
beth Vernon is the mainspring of 
‘The Passionate Pilgrim,’ but the 
successful rivalry of the Earl of 
Southampton supplies little dra- 
matic tension. 

It is a costume affair and for 
those who like their actors in pic- 
turesque garb it may be a change. 
But that it is an interesting play 
about the Bard is questionable. 
First night had its comic mishaps, 
such as the persistence with which 


|goblets and rapiers dropped from 


a table. 

Several of the players are of 
recognized standing, including Ara 
Gerald (in a strange part for her) 
and Albert Van Dekker. They say 











a well known actor given to ro- 
mantic parts refused the lead. He 
had the idea that the play was 
suited to semi-pro presentation if at 
all, and he was correct. Ibee. 

(Closed Saturday. Review printed 
for tke record.) 


|a performance it is 








Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
Vanderbilt, Oct. 17, by Kenney and Levitt; 
written by Francis De Witt; staged by 
Lionel Bevans, 

LAITY cccccccccccccs eccccccece Joseph Cotten 
PRIMGS  ccccccecsdccoece »++-Alexander Frank | 

AMMO cccccecesesccccccecs Kathryn Givney 
OMVOP coccccecccceetecsosess Clyde Fillmore 
ORI cccccscvcces esecesse- HGward Crandall 
PUNO “ccccectccccessosececcs Patricia Barclay 
GIOFiR ccccccccccecveccosecosc. Lea Penman 
BEMSECO co cncescecceneocesios Barbara Weeks 

New managerial firm presents a 
well enough mounted show, but as 


marked by | 
mediocrity. A brief stay unless the | 
sponsors have a bankroll and are} 
willing to persist spending it. 
Perhaps the reason for the pres- 
entation is the incorrect judging of 
the script’s potential stage value. 
It may have read better than it 
played—some successful managers | 
can and do go haywire in making | 


up their minds about an author's | 
work, 
There is no special managerial 


fault in this instance. The play is 
simply not there. It is virtually a 
laughless comedy. A stream of 
cablegrams from the former hus- 
band of a woman who is married 
again was expected to supply the 
comedy. The absent one weds a 
Parisian dancer, he being the mar- 
rying kind, but when he learns that 
his son eloped with a speakeasy 
cigarette girl, he wires his protest. 

The plot is rather balled up be- 
cause of the Townsend household. 
nice enough Park avenue penthouse 
lot. Parents of several grown chil- 
dren have both been divorced and 
now married. 

The mixed-up relationships is 
puzzling to the onlooker. There is 
another character, the butler, and 
one of the busiest of such guys ever 
noticed on Broadway. Acting about 
on a par with the play. 

If the new managers are to stick 
around they'll have to pick ‘em 
better. Ibee. 


GOOD EARTH 


Play in three acts and 11 scenes pre 
sented by the Theatre Guild, Story from 
Pearl S. Buck’s best seller novel of same 
name, with adaptation by Owen Davis and 
Donald Davis. Directed by Philip Moeller. 
Settings designed by Lee Simonson. Thirty- 
three characters listed. Scaled at $3 top. 
At the Guild theatre, Oct, 17. 

Wang Lung..... seseseseese+-Claude Rains 
Wang's Father....seceeees+Henry Travers 
CuckKO0...ccceccccscccsceces- Marjorie Wood 
CPE MR.ccccnses eoccceccessee Alla Nazimova 
Wang’s Uncle........e.5ydney Greenstreet 
Waneg’s Aunt...ccccccsceses--- Jessie Ralph 
ei” Peet ecccccscoescosseeClyde Franklin 
FOO] Child. ccccccccccceseccccess Helen Hoy 
LOtUS..ccccccccccccccccesce. Gertrude Flynn 





The Guild undertook a prodigious 
task for this, the first play of its 
15th subscription season. The task, 
no less, is the crystallizing into the 
limits of a stage play the enormous 
substance, the vast detail, the intri- 
cate atmosphere and the epic theme 
of the Pearl Buck novel of life 
among the humble of China. 

That it has done well is a tribute 
to its courage and its resources and 
special genuflexions go in the direc- 
tion of the Davises, father and son, 
who accomplished the job of adap- 
tation with great distinction, both 
as to its literary results and as to 
its outcome as an enterprise for the 
commercial theatre. For the play 
will satisfy admirers of the fasci- 
nating book and will draw them to 
the Guild theatre. Play will create 
talk that will keep interest alive in 
it for a long time. Difference in 
critical opini-n after the premiere 
will contribute to that end. So it is 
an easy prophesy that the venture 
will prosper both materially and for 
the benefit of the Guild’s prestige. 
Performance of Nazimova as the 
peasant wife is bound to be a topic 
of theatregoers through the win- 
ter, partly because it is a Nazimova 
performance and partly because it 
is an oddity that invites debate. 

Everybody who has surrendered 
to the grim fascination of the novel 
will be anxious to see how it has 
been translated into a play and for 
the most part they will have only 
applause for the craftsmanship of 
the Davises. For one thing, the 
play follows the took with aston- 
ishing fidelity. Herein lies one of its 
large virtues. An ordinary literary 
hack probably would have ex- 
hausted a whole bag of theatre 
tricks on the adaptation. Davis, a 
creative artist in his own right, 
was above stage device. He doubt- 
less could have turned out a neat 
and interesting play by Owen Davis 
bearing some reasonable resem- 
blance to Mrs. Buck’s story. 

Instead, he fashioned something 
that is scarcely a play at all, judged 
by canons of the theatre itself, but 
a transcript of the original work 
that is thoroughly satisfying to its 
adorers. Davis’ craftsmanship is as 
eloquent in what he has left out as 
in what he has employed and the 
rightness of his artistic instinct is | 
abundantly proved by his refusal to| 
allow any contrivance of his own to} 








Plays Abroad 


La Lecon d’Amour Dans! 


un Parc 
(‘Love Lesson in a Park’) 

Paris, Oct. 13. | 

A four-act play by A. Birabeau and P. de 
la Batut Produced by Rudolf Darzans at 
the Theatre des Arts, Paris, Oct. } 
Cas M. Roma, J. Thann, Gerard-Ferat, 
J. B. Evrard, M. Pierrat, J. Morhange, J. 
a’yd, S. Bonelli, S. Fleurant, Viola-Var- 
eyne, S. Barny, J. Pecault, B. Dorvalley. 


The play is a legit adapiation ofa 
novel by Rene Boylesve. Action 
takes place in 1750 when the French 
court was most dissolute; and the 
piece, though artistic, is deliberately 


erotic. The story shows a French 
noblewoman attempting to tone | 
down in her house the prevalent | 
licentiousness because her little | 

| 


daughter lives with her. An obscene 
statue in the garden is the key- 
stone, getting everybody sex-mind- | 
ed, and though the little girl is not 
actually compromised, she is seen 
spying on people in hectic goings on. 
Play has been staged by Paul Cas- 
tan, with stage production and act- 
ing as befits a show of this kind. 
Better known still than Boylesve's 
book is an epistolary novel written 
about 1780 by Chaderlos de Laclos, 
and depicting a vicious nobleman 
using his dissolute mistress to help 
him seduce a maid. Same idea to 
cloak virtue under polite manners, 
Mazi, 


Robinson Mustn’t Die 


(‘Robinson Soll Nicht Sterben’) 
Vienna, Oct. 12. 
Play in three acts by Friedrich Forster, 
first presented at the Akademietheater, 
Vienna. In the cast: Fr. 
Karolyi, Schmidt, Hobling, 
Braun. 


Kramer, Frau 
Wehgraf, 





Akademietheater, Buretheater’s 
studio, exaggerated its mission of 
experimenting with young actors 
and authors. Their new play is by 
a youth still in his ’teens and not 
yet out of high school. He will 
write better plays in time than this 
romantic drama of the 1730's, and 
it can’t be denied that it shows 
marks of talent, but that is no rea- 
son to present it in a regular 
theatre. 

It is about the aged and blind 
Daniel Defoe, the author of ‘Robin- 
son Crusoe,’ who is ill treated by a 
powerful aristocrat and_ suffers 
every kind of ignominy at the hands 
of the high and mighty. Two boys 
of 13, Charley Brown and Jim 
Drinkwater, constitute themselves 
his champions. They play Robin- 
son and Friday, attack the proud 
aristocrat who made their hero, 
Defoe, suffer, and despite whippings 
from their fathers, fight the blind 
poet’s battles for him and help him 
to his rights. 

Much that is unspoilt, fresh and 
original in the depicting of childish 
imagination especially, but it is any- 
thing but a play. The performance 
was weak in the crucial point, the 
two young boys not being up to the 
mark, but Fraulein Kramer in the 
part of Maud, the blind poet's 
guardian angel, was charming, and 
may hope for a Burgtheaters en- 
gagement soon. 





that they come only by travail, and 
that all departure from that simple 
precept leads to sorrow and discon- 
tent. The play’s end shows the be- 
reaved Wang Lung turning back 
to the land and therein varies from 
the novel wherein the rich Wang 
Lung dies full of luxury and regrets. 
But Mrs. Buck reaches the same 
logical end as does the play, though 
she takes a sequel and another 
generation to accor.plish the goal in 
her new novel ‘Sons’. 

All concerned in the play co- 
operate in a seeming effort to get 
the essence of the book somehow 
on the stage. Lesser playmakers 
might have staged it with large 
flourish, with settings to command 
attention to themselves and florid 
acting to make an actor’s holiday. 
Here everything serves the novel, 
whose enormous vogue was the rea- 
son for the whole enterprise. Philip 
Moeller’s staging is reticent and Lee 
Simonson’s settings are modest to 
the point of scantness. 

There is no parade in the aé@ting. 
Nazimova speaks her lines with flat 
bluntness and wears a countenance 


that is blankly impassive. O’Lan 
was a humble creature of the 
kitchen and the fields, innocent of 


outward beauty or grace. Nazimova 
doesn’t look the part. She can but 
Suggest it in a heavy countenance 
and a diction as primitive as the 
earthy woman. 

Claude Rains no more suggests 
the physical counterpart of a lowly 
Oriental farmer and he doesn’t make 
the mistake of trying to. No artifice 





intrude. And so there eventuates| could accomplish that. But an ut- 
a modern miracle, a play by a mod-| terly simple, artless styie of play- 
est adapter. |ing is the best possible alternative. 
The play is shaped to a sort of| Henry Travers as the very aged 
unity starting with the marriage of| father of the hero was excellent, 
the humble farmer Wang Lung and}! making the most of the many com- 
the slave girl O’Lan and ends upon | edy lines put in the mouth of this 
her death and burial; that is to Say, | character old man. His was one 
not much more than half the span| of the few ‘fat’ roles in a cast 
of the book itself. But that half is; bristling with problems for con- 
the essence of the whole history. It} scientious director. Sydney Green- 
conveys the vital point that thej street played a trivial part of a C} 
substances, material and spiritual] nese hemer as you'd expect 
of the world come from the ground; trouper of his range to do. Bush. 


EDITION SPECIAL 


Paris, Oct. 15. 
4 Adaptation by He y Torres of TWouvis 
| Weitzenkorn’s ‘Five Star Fir Staged 
by Lewis Allen and Henri Rollan Pre- 
sented by Camille F. Wyn at the AmDas- 
sadeurs, Paris, Oct, 10 
Cast includes Georges Valle Marcel Due 
puy, Maxime Fabert, Duard Fils, Maurice 
Allan. Robert le Vigan, Henri Rollan. Paul 
Asselin, Jacques Varennes, Pierre Caillabet, 
Philippe Richard, Fanny Marette. Romanne, 
Pierre Arnac, Lucienne le Marchand, Ger- 
maine Dermoz, Jeanine Crispin, Jacques 
Erwin, Marcel Andre, Jeannine Mirande, 
Germaine Grainval, Georges Prieur. Evelyn 
Mussey, Genevieve Rosemon? Laurence 
Baptiste, Jim Wango and Robert Mathe, 


Play loses some of its significance 
here as an attack on the yellow 
press, because local sheets are pretty 
colorless, and consider it their only 
duty to keep the masses under gas. 
Front page here, as compared to 
American sheets, look like an educa- 
tional reel next to het news clips. 
However, clever staging. fineness of 
production, and human interest are 
giving it a fair chance. 

Camille F. Wyn, who produced the 
play here, is a thorn in the flesh 
of local producers, like anybody who 
brings worthwhile imported opposi- 
tion on the market, and Camille F. 
Wyn is responsible here for ‘Rose- 
Marie,’ ‘Mary Dugan,’ and practi- 
cally every other American hit 
which has been produced. Also, the 
local press boys are still sore at 
some past difficulties and practically 
none of them mentions him—though 
he is the producer—in their reviews 
even if they must praise the show. 

What goes biggest in the play is 
the human element, with the French 
interest in femme evident by the 
two biggest scenes here, being Jenny 
Townsend bursting into tears when 
an undertaker comes for order, and 
also later, when she denounces yel- 
low press methods. 

Show has necessitated three re- 
volving stages, plus two upper 
cabins to be set in the Ambassa- 
deurs, and production is o. k. in 
every respect. Acting excellent, too, 
though there is no name outstand- 
ing to constitute a draw by itself. 
Henri Rollan is very good, and has 
a piece in the production. Other 
names include Jacques Varennes, 
stage and screen actor, okay as 
Hinchcliffe. So is Marcel Andre, 
The principal femmes are satisfac- 
torily done by Jeanine Crispin as 
Miss Townsend, Germaine Dermoz 
as her suicide mother, and Lucienne 
Lemarchand as the girl reporter. 

Play enjoys good word-of-mouth 
publicity, and exploitation is well 
done, Mazi. 





(‘April’) 
Paris, Oct. 10. 
A comedy in three acts, by Georges Berr 


and Louis Verneuil. Staged by Andre 
Brule. Produced by Max Maurey, Va- 
rities. Paris. 


Philippe Menneray ............-Andre Brule 
Alexandre Carbonnel...seesesseee++- Arnaudy 
EO HOPS. ccive CCeeeeereeoscooecene Berthier 
Roger Pelure.....¢-+seees.,Jacques Gautier 
Veet A. Fistes évcbes 
Gabrielle Carbonnel.... 





e ; .Marcelle Praince 


A revival of an old idea, with a 
brilliant first act, a second act that 
is slow and painful, and a third 
act which, despite some brilliant 
comedy, might easily be compressed, 
and is so obvious that it looks like 
the closing sequence of a horse 
opera flicker. 

Good acting, the enormous draw 
of Andre Brule among the femmes 





whom he 


and some very witty dialog in parts, 
prognosticates a fair engagement at 
the Varietes, but attempt to trans- 
late would probably kill what con- 
stitutes the entertainment value. 

Show, opening before 9 p. m., ends 
well after 12, with two short in- 
termissions. It will have to be very 
much compressed, and this should 
he done easily, except that prin- 
cipals are always unwilling to give 
up bits which they think give them 
@ chanc?, 

The story shows an 18-year-old 
girl (Solange Moret), daughter of 
an impetuous woman of 40 (Mar- 
celle Praince) and her financier 
husband who is 70. Latter, done 
by Arnaudy, alternates between be- 
ing wealthy and broke, and is an 
Al comedy type. The mother has 
an affair of 20 years’ standing with 
avi.y wealthy man of her own age, 
done by Andre Brule, and to make 
sure that he will leave his fortune 
to the gir), has always made him 
believe that he is her real father. 
To this erd she has told him the 
¢irl was born in April—hence -he 
title of the play — wheu she was 
really born in March. 

First act, apart from the comedy 
of the father and some by-play 
netween the girl and a young sec- 
ondary purt lever to whom she gets 


engaged when wealthy and breaks 
her engazement when broke, is filled 
with discussions between the moth- 
er, her lover and a Jawyer—done 


ly Rerthier- to decide the best way 


| for the lover to will his fortune to 


the girl without the father getting 
Wise. First stanza ends on deciding 
hat the fest way for the 
marry the girl, 
Lelieves to be his child 
nd give her a quick divorcee, 


takes 


out is 
moiners |] er to 


} 


Second act. which 


place 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Plays Out of Town 





MUSIC IN THE AIR 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 


Philly has had plenty of try-outs 


this fall, but until this Jerome Kern- 
Oscar Hammerstein II ‘musical ad- 
venture’ opened last Monday at the 
Garrick, there had been only one 


show that smacked of smash quali- 
fications and that one was ‘Good 
Earth’ which wasn't generally liked 
but clicked on the universal inter- 
est in the originai novel. 

‘Music in the Air’ was being 
noised about all over town Tuesday 
norning. By Thursday it had the 
‘rowds coming; Friday night found 
nly a few scattered seats and by 
Saturday it was capacity. It should 
come close to that mark all this 
week and has been held in for an 
extra six days which is a godsend 
for the theatre situation here. 

Though in every respect a ‘class’ 
musical, ‘Music in the Air’ has an 
amazing amount of human appeal 
and good. sentiment. There’ is 
scarcely a wise-crack in it, and yet 
the comedy, produced by plot situa- 
tions and by characters who are 
creating live, flesh-and-blood people 
rather than by clever clowns. 

In fact, although Jerome Kern 
has turned out another fine score, 
the Hammerstein book is, in many 
ways, the strength of the produc- 
tion. It could come pretty close to 
standing on its own as a straight 
romantic comedy without musical 
embellishments. 

Bavaria is the locale and strong 
sympathy is established by the in- 
troduction of a group of simple 
country people, an old man, his 
daughter and her sweetheart, into 
the blase theatrical world of Mun- 
ich. First and last scenes are laid 
in a small rural village; the rest is 
playhouse atmosphere. 

There are plenty of unusual fea- 
tures to the book. One is that the 
simple, country heroine does not 
make good in her debut as an ac- 

tress. In fact, she’s a complete flop 
at rehearsal and quits. Another is 
that the first act curtain falls on a 
quiet scene between two elderly 
men discussing their youth and 
memories of a mutual romance with 
a glamorous stage star. No chorus. 

The Kern music carries ahead 
what he essayed in ‘The Cat and the 
Fiddle.’ Maybe this one doesn’t have 
as many potential popular hits, but 
every single number is beautiful 
and every one fits the action. 
‘There's a Hill Beyond a Hill,’ ‘I’ve 
Told Every Little Star, ‘And Love 
Was Born,’ ‘Egern on the Tregern 
See’ and ‘When the Spring is in the 
Air’ are some of the outstanders, 
but they're not all. 

Casting is exceptionally keen, 
with the understanding on the out- 
side that Kern and Hammerstein 
were responsible. Tullio Carminati, 
of ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ fame, is 
a sentimental, romantic playwright 
and he gives as fine a characteriza- 
tion as would be found in most dra- 
matic plays. Walter Slezak is per- 
fectly fitted to the role of the peas- 
ant lover and Katharine Carrington 
is good as his sweetheart. Al Shean 
is going to be a revelation to those 
who remember his former work. As 
the heroine's father, he gives an in- 
terpretation that brought out plenty 
of handkerchiefs and a hundred 


laughs. 
Reinald Werenrath, of grand 
opera, has only one number which 


he sings splendidly, but it seems 
like wasted talent. He has little 
acting to do. 

Natalie Hall probably takes the 
vocal honors and does some swell 
acting too as a temperamental 
prima donna. Good bits are sup- 




















What Charles “Chic” Sale 
(America’s Foremost Rural 
Character Actor) 
Thinks of an Annuity 


“I consider an Annuity the 
Surest and safest investment 
that an Actor or professional 
man can make, 

“If people in our profession, 
who have made big money, 
would have put haif the money 
they had lost in bad investments 
into an Annuity, we would 
have to give very few benefits 
today. 

“IT wish you continued success 
in the sale of these Annuities.” 

Before buying an Annuity, it 
would be to your advantage to 
consult us. 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y.C. 
Phones: Murray Hili 2-7838-7839 





plied by Ivy Scott, Prince Obolensky, 
Nichols Joy and Harry Mestayer. 

The Joseph Urban sets are equal 
to anything he has ever done for 
the musical comedy stage. Several 
of them are gems, especially the 
Zoo scene which also is notable for 
its spirit. There is a singing chorus 
with nice voices, but they have only 
one number and appear only a 
couple of times as a unit. Hammer- 
stein’s staging is notable. 

It ran too long at the opening 
and still does, but management 
wants to be careful in its cutting. 
A couple of the changes noted Sat- 
urday night haven't improved the 
performance. ‘Music in the Air’ was 
one show that was ready for Broad- 
way the night it opened here. It 
should be a sensation. Waters. 


CARRY NATION 


Baltimore, Oct. 19. 

Biographical drama in 17 scenes by Frank 
McGrath. Presented by the Theatre Unit 
in association with Arthur J. Beckhard. 
Directed by Blanche Yurka, assisted by 
Joshua Logan. Settings by Charles Boss; 
costumes by Elizabeth Higgins Sullivan. 
At the Maryland, Baltimore, Oct. 18. 





pT eS ee Fanny Bell McKnight 
Geor@e Moaere. ...cccsescecces: John Parrish 
James Campbell........+.. Arthur C. Morris 
See GHeN, c<eo ¢ se xtawas Byron McGrath 
Mery Campbell Moore..... Gertrude Garstin 
Ms. 4.60 un ct oneseesescnes Buddy De Loach 
Og Serer aeeese Frieda Altman 
Dr. Hull..... eeereeesseceses. ernest Pollock 
Miss Sicat,.....cccvcoes ececeee Jean Barrett 
David Nation...... Covcceccers Leslie Adams 
Mrs. Noble..... eecececss+-Mildred Natwick 
Carry Nation. .ccoccccccetcccess Esther Dale 
Daniel Dent. oc vccesescoseves Donald Foster 
Mrs. Cain..... ee cccececoccess Daisy Belmore 
A Brwmbe. is ccksivce eeeee+-Clarence E. Smith 
Mart Strong...... ececeee-- Joshua L. Logan 
Constable Gano.........+....James Stewart 





Mayor Washbrook...........Harvy Melville 
es Bdsavedtac ee+-+--George Smithfield 
Salesman....cecee +++ee-Kenneth Berry 
Mrs. Sroll..... cove svers CS e2enced Yina Varesi 
NEES FEN 0 oda 054s been eeeeee Luther Williams 
The Mayor of Kiowa...... Alfred Dalrymple 
WE seuck co tocdkcettes cede Myron McCormick 
United States Senator....John F. Morrissey 
oor er Harry Bellaver 
The Leader of the Vigilantes. Karl Swenson 
Sn ts vntikie dadeenus cenke<voet Leslie Hunt 
Louis Sauerberger........... Tom Maitland 
ee eee +eeeses-Katherine Emery 
Miss Sheriff........e+e+-+++-Helen Huberth 
BG NOD 0s 86 0n006ee ceed Mary Jeffery 
RD 0 d00650* ¢ed005008 Charles E. Arnt 
Companion of Carry.......+..- Lilian Okun 





With ‘Carry Nation’ biographical 
drama reaches its utmost point, at 
least as far as comprehensiveness is 
concerned. While such historical 
Plays as ‘Elizabeth the Queen’ and 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ con- 
tented themselves with simple por- 
tions out of the lives of its people, 
this play endeavors to encompass 
all the ground covered by the book- 
length biography, and in this case 
ranges from the period before the 
birth of Carry Nation to some 22 
years after her death. 

And it is this very bulk of the at- 
tempt that detracts from the power 
and forcefulness of McGrath’s play. 
In his effort to give a complete pic- 
ture of Carry Nation, the demon- 
rum hatchetator, he has sliced the 
life of the woman into sharply 
sketched scenes, in order to get the 
entire show over before midnight. 
Elimination of some of these snap 
shots, and the more careful delinea- 
tion of the more important scenes of 
Carry Nation’s life would do much 
to give the play coherence and unity 
of pace it now lacks. 

The play itself and its method of 
attack offer a new angle in the the- 
atre. It shapes as a brave attempt 
to present the entire life of an his- 
torical character by way of comic 
and dramatic blackouts. And while 
the present play as originally pro- 
duced here is distinctly a long shot 
for popular approval, it is some- 
thing new. 

Piece cries out for the revolving 
stage, but for some reason the pro- 
ducers have not used the device. It 
would be enormously helpful, how- 
ever, though perhaps not as ‘arty.’ 
The present arrangement of having 
the drapes shut in from the sides 
at the conclusion of each dramatic 





' blackout renders the piece jerky and 


;Spasmodic, when it should flow 
| smoothly. 
| The production minds have, it 


| seems, taken particular pains to give 
|\the impression of a series of tab- 
|leaix, rather than a rounded play. 
| They've erected a sort of large pic- 
ture frame, oval, through which the 
audience views the play. The 
drapes work on a straight curtain 
rod hung on the inside of this frame. 
And the manner in which they 
scueak on being pulled closed and 
opened reminds forcefully of the 
amateur efforts in high-school audi- 
toriums. That part of the produc- 
tion, which might have sounded 
swell enough on paper, doesn’t work 
out at all in practice. 

In the first place from the simple 
point o: view of time allowance, it’s 
bad. There were long waits between 
scenes, longer than they should be, 
opening night or no. So long that 
the show broke within 15 minutes of 
midnight. The pace must be 
speeded up productionally. 

But McGrath is also at fault on 
this point. He has too much that 
is non-essential. Two scenes which 
don't belong at all, tearing down 
and spoiling everything that has 
been so laboriously built up pre- 
viously, and a couple of other scenes, 
particularly at the start, which 
could be shortened and tightened to 
| the benefit of all concerned. 

















' For instance, there are four long 


seenes before Carry Nation meets 
the audience. It’s too long, and the 
audience becomes impatient over all 
that background stuff. McGrath has 
rounded his strokes in, repeating 
lis points, The repetition is irritat- 
ing. 

First of the 17 scenes takes place 
in 1846 on the birth day of the sub- 
ject and the three _ succeeding 
scenes in 1857, 1868 and 1877 all 
take place without Carry appearing 
cn the stage. All this background 
of Carry’s heredity and juvenile en- 
v.ronment could be condensed to the 
good. : 

While McGrath has taken much 
trouble to paint the mental traits 
and psychological twists of her par- 
ents and the peculiar religious fer- 
vor, even to insanity, of the people 
who surrounded her in early life, 
he has not given a psychological 
portrait of Carry herself. The story 
of Carry is told quite on the sur- 
face. Carry is first introduced when 
she is already 53 years old (in 1899), 
having married for the second time, 
and being just about to start her 
career of saloon-busting in Kansas. 
The next 12 scenes are concentrated 
on the last 12 years of Carry Na- 
tion's life. Final scene is the pres- 
ent, with a flash of her grave, an 
anti-climax and meaningless. 


In this last scene a drunk panto- 
mimes past Carry Nation’s grave, 
takes a swig out of a bottle and 
tosses the empty flask on the grave. 
Thus, typifying the futility of Carry 
Nation's endeavors as it were. But 
it is unnecessary, since McGrath 
has throughout the play brought out 
the point of futility and frustration 
in the hatchet-wielding. 

The entire play appears written 
with that sort of bias in portraying 
the futility of Carry Nation. It’s 
as if the author and the producer 
were trying to string along with the 
public’s disapproval of prohibition 
by over-emphasizing the uselessness 
of the Nation efforts. So much-in- 
jury has been done to the strength 
of the play by this attitude and a 
tendency toward making the people 
in the play caricatures rather than 
characters. Maybe the fault still 
li@ with McGrath’s over-shading 
his characters. His main characters, 
Carry Nation and her husband 
David Nation are able to withstand 
the heavy painting, but the minor 
characters lose their touch with 
reality. They look and act hardly 
human; the Gibson-girl type is 
over-Gibsonish, the villian is over- 
villianous, the comedy sheriff looks 
like he stepped out of a 1915 Key- 
stone comedy. Everybody is over- 
drawn, 

Other than the closing scene, the 
other dramatic bit which should be 
out is scene 15. Carry Nation is 
shown busting up a saloon for no 
reason for this scene, since McGrath 
had painted that picture twice 
earlier in the play, and the scene 
came only as a let-down repeat. In 
the other scenes, it was partly off- 
stage, and much more effective. In 
this scene the production depart- 
ment couldn’t present the idea at 
all. For instance, even the sup- 
posedly grand flash of Nation toss- 
ing a brick through the saloon mir- 
ror went blah because the mirror 
was tin and the brick papier-mache. 
Unless they can give the audience 
the real thing, the off-stage angle is 
preferable. 

Just one other especially bad 
point of judgment is the scene in the 
hotel room in Enterprise, Kans., that 
night in 1900 when Carry Nation 
was ganged and whipped by a mob 
of Vigilantes intent on keeping her 
out of town. Her husband, in a 
room next door, is a lazy soul, 
though good-hearted. There is an 
intensely dramatic scene while Car- 
ry is being horse-whipped, and the 
audience is deadly quiet while she 
lies moaning on the floor, alone. 
She calis, ‘David.’ And in answer, 
from the room next door, comes a 
snore. No doubt, McGrath thought 
that would be effective and power- 
ful, and once more symbolic of the 
futility of Carry Nation’s life. But 
the snore was bad theatre, and ut- 
terly spoiled what had been and 
would have been one of the strong 
spots of the show. 

The play takes Carry right 
through her life, her religious fer- 
vor, her battles with saloons, 
crooked officials, and her final rev- 
erence by the W.C.T.U. and its ele- 
ment. McGrath has supplied an ex- 
cellent scene in which to bring out 
in the beginning the type of char- 
acter that Carry Nation was. It’s 
the scene in her husband’s church. 

Esther Dale, who has been known 
for the past few years mainly as 4 
soprano in the NBC music apprecia- 
tion series, does the title role, and 
she makes an extremely able job 
of it. She and Leslie Adams, as 
David Nation, carry off the perform- 
ance laurels, doing much to give 
the play what reality it has. Miss 
Dale has made the Carry Nation 
character a sympathetic one; and 
brings the hatchet lady to the stage 
big as life from the physical re- 
semblance angle even if some of the 
lines given her are not genuine Na- 
tions. 

With this play Arthur Beckhard 
tries something entirely away from 
the style of his ‘Another Language.’ 
But as it stands now he can’t hope 
for a repetition at the box office. 
The play needs much editing and 
fixing before it can enter Broad- 
way, and there its chances are 





FORWARD MARCH 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 

There is so much good material in 
this first musical revue production 
of Lew Brown and Ray Henderson, 
that it seems surprising the sum 
total of effectiveness is not higher. 
Despite a fairly smooth opening at 
the Forrest last Tuesday, the show 
registered as one upon which all 
kinds of work must be done before 
it has a fighting chance. 

On the credit side of the ledger 
are some extraordinarily fine danc- 
ing, both chorus and by teams and 
specialists, a score by Ray Hender- 
son that, while not the equal of 
some that he has turned out, has 
plenty of air, dance floor and band 
possibilities, and as stunning a 
chorus as has been seen in Philly 
in seasons. 

On the debit side are comedy 
sketches that reach the lowest mark 
for banality and a general lack of 
co-ordination in the putting on of 
the show. 

The costuming, credited to Kivi- 
ette and Charles Le Maire is far 
and away better than average, while 
the settings of Henry Dreyfus are 
both good and bad; some being clut- 
tered and too ornate. 

No names in the show here, al- 
though management is understood 
to have decided some will be needed, 
despite emphasis on new talent. In 
the program, Hugh Herbert, Sally 
Sweet, Eric Cowley and George 
Dewey Washington get their names 
in bold type. 

Seymour Felix staged the dances 
(the program credits him with stag- 
ing the whole production, as a mat- 
ter of fact) and the girls do some 
capital stepping. Dance teams that 
stand out are Theo Phane and Jack 
Stillman, Margaret Knight.and Le 
Roy Olin, Nora and Jimmy Bell and 
Bob Robertson and Betty Dewitt. 
They all work plenty and get re- 
sults. 

Sally Sweet does well by a couple 
of Henderson's lighter tunes. Dewey 
Washington sings with much de- 
clamatory effect a number called 
‘Home to Harlem’ that got plenty of 
applause. Joan Abbott had two of 
the song hits of the show which 
clicked in spite of her rather than 
because of her. Nan Blackstone had 
two or three blues numbers at a 
piano which were too inside for the 
mob here. Milton Watson warbled 
nicely and Lois Ravelle started off 
the ‘Restless’ number which finaled 
the first act. There was plenty of 
effective staging in this one, but it 
was far too long and brought in 
everything, but a heard of elephants, 
There were clever comedy ideas 
back of the ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ 
‘Soviet Baseball’ and ‘In the Name 
of Art’ skits, but they were lost in 
the presentation. Cowley, a fine 
English drawing room comedy actor, 
was way out of place, and Ed Con- 
rad, Herbert and Sam Dody didn’t 
help any. 

Only when the youngsters of the 
cast or the lively chorus broke into 
a dance was ‘Forward March’ really 
spirited. Several of Henderson's best 
numbers, mangled in the singing, 
weren’t really appreciated until the 
dance incidental started. 
An-attractive novelty, ‘Steins,’ in 
the second act, was attractive in at- 
mosphere and charming, but seemed 
out of place. A burlesque of ‘Torch 
Songs’ was seriously hurt by bad 
handling. 

‘I Hate to Think You're Growing 
Old,’ sung by Miss Sweet and Wat- 
son, came late in the show, but im- 
pressed as the best of a number of 
Henderson’s good songs. 

Plenty to be ‘one on this one, 
but the dancing, costumes and tunes 
are worth salvaging. Waters. 


MR. MARY SAWYER 


Pasadena, Oct. 18. 

Domestic comedy by Emerson Treacy and 
Jefferson Parker. Gilmor Brown, super- 
vising director; Morris Ankrum, director, 
At the Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
Oct. 18. 

Cast: Emerson Treacy, Gay Seabrook, 
Michael Fenwick, Leah Winslow, Ray 
Murray, Stella Sloan, Leslie Abbott, The- 
resa Carmo, William Burns, John Hallam, 
Esther Gay, William Vance, Mildred 
Pringle, Thomas L. Brower, Helen Servis. 


Human little comedy, rather ado- 
lescent in character, that fails to 
rise to any emotional or laugh cli- 
max. It hasn’t the smash qualifica- 
tions needed today to rate Broad- 
way or film attention. Play’s main 
weakness is its failure to follow 
through on the male lead, letting 
down on that character to build up 
the femme part and finishing on a 
logical, but not showmanly, note, 

Story opens with the financial 
trials of a young married couple. 
Young woman's ability to bake 
cakes, coupled with the offer of a 
former sweetheart to set her up in 
business, leads to the formation of a 
bakery concern that in two years 
becomes one of the biggest chains 
in town. Husband tags along, un- 
able to fit into the business and 
breaks away just as the ex-sweetie 
becomes too attentive to the wife. 
Latter leaves the concern and it 
toboggans almost to bankruptcy 
when the rival bakery head steps in 
to buy the firm and reunite hus- 
band and wife. 

Emerson Treacy, stage, screen 
and radio juvenile, wrote ‘Mr. Mary 
Sawyer, with Jefferson Parker. He 
and Gay Seabrook, his stage and air 
foil, have the top acting spots and 














appears in ‘Growin’ Up,’ KFwR 
serial, and ‘Mr. Mary Sawyer’ could 
be utilized as a radio script to bet. 
ter advantage than by any other 
presentation route. 

Thomas L. Brower and Leah 
Winslow, vet character players, 
handle their parts well and Wil. 
liam Burns rates attention as a 
dumb young comic. John Hallam, 
the former boy friend of the wife, 
does a good job as an irritating, 
boisterous show-off type, 


INSULT 


Beverly Hills, Oct. 21. 

Produced by the Beverly Hills Community 
Players. New play by Lawrence E. Sterner 
and G. H. Hazzard. Directed by Wilfred 
North, under supervision of Mrs, Lew Lipe 
ton. : Nola Luxford, Ted Osborn, 
Nadja, Wilfred North, Henry Mobray, Wile 
fred Hari, Jose Rubio, and Clara Suski, 
Three acts. Opening week of Oct. 9. 





Lacking enough development to 
be classed as timber for a commer- 
cial production, ‘Insult’ still has the 
germ of an idea which might make 
it a possibility for professionals. 
Play would have to be strengthened 
and dialog freshened. : 
Action cccurs in a mountain stu- 
dio near Budapest, with the leading 
characters a princess who has mar- 
ried an artist beneath her rank, and 
is honeymooning with him incognito. 
Outside world finally ‘discovers 
their hiding place, and Delphina, a 
dancer and former flame of the 
artist, pays him a visit. Princess 
Vronca is an ethereal soul, while 
the artist, Franz Laval, is material. 
They quarrel over Delphina and sep- 
arate. 

Months later, the princess is pre- 
paring to commit suicide. She has 
been imbued with oriental philos- 
ophy by her Japanese servant, Ota- 
San. Her family is disgraced and 
she is unhappy. Franz returns in 
time and wants to start over again. 
While his head is turned, the prin- 
cess, in front of a statue of Buddha, 
kills herself. 

Nola Luxford, formerly leading 
woman in Fred Thomson’s westerns, 
and Ted Osborn do nicely as the 
princess and artist. Despite the 
cumbersome lines, and slightly old- 
fashioned theme, they bring reality 
to the story. Nadja, as Delphina, 
was good in heavy role. 

Wilfred Hari, Japanese boy, was 
the servant, but lacks experience in 
a difficult part. Mrs. Wilfred North 
and Henry Mobray filled their roles 
of a middle-aged English couple 
smoothly. 





(Continued from page 45) 


after the marriage, shows the girl 
dissatisfied on finding that after a 
week her husband is aloof and de- 
termined to remedy the situation. 
Obvious end is checking of the 
dates, bringing things back to nore 
malcy by showing the girl’s huse 
band that he is not her father. 
Though Andre Brule is starring, 
and his. acting is without a flaw, 
his serious part in what is after 
all a light comedy, is overshadowed 
by that of Arnaudy as the burlesque 
father who gives a riproaring per- 
formance, Berthier as the lawyer 
is also another excellent comedy 
support, The mother is beautifully 
done by Marcelle Praince, whose 
comedy opposite Arnaudy makes 
the play. The very limited cast 
makes the play a good bet for local 
tours, but abroad, nix. Mazi. 


CORPS A CORPS 


(‘Close Range Fighting’) 
Paris, Oct. 10. 
A three-act comedy by Fordyce. Produced 
by Paulette Pax and Lucien Beer. Theatre 
de l’Oeuvre. 





Play is on for a limited ‘engage- 
ment of two weeks only. It would 
not be likely to last longer, and if 
the idea is to be used abroad. it 
would require. entire rewriting. No 
screen chance. The nlay was writ- 
ten by a girl who wishes to remain 
anonymous, and who intended to act 
the leading part herself. Shortly 
before opening she disagreed with 
the producers on some details, and 
resolved to have nothing more to 
do with the business. 

The idea of the play is that a girl 
with a business mind alwauys gives 
priority to business in her love af- 
fairs. Show opens in a bookstore 
which a girl (Jacqueline Hobstein) 
has bought with the money a boy 
friend lent her. Many boys make 
love to her, but she pays no atten- 
tion to them, and gives her boy 
friend backer the sack when he asks 
for a share in the profits of the 
business. 

Next stanza shows the girl angeled 
by a new boy friend, but this time 
she has bought an important book 
selling business. However, the boy 
is lazy, and she is afraid he is go- 
ing to hit her for cash, and thus 
hurt the business; so he also gets 
the sack. Third and last step shows 
one more boy friend who this time 
she believes unable to give her 
money worries on account of his 
wealth. However, when it develops 
that the boy was only pretending to 
be rich on account of his love for 
her, she also gives him the sack, 
after a short hesitation during which 
she nearly weakens to his pleading 
true love. And so on for bigger 
and better bookselling business. 
Staging by Paulette Pax is cheap 
—first act in the bookstore, and last 





their performances carry the play 








doubtful 


along smoothly and expertly. Team 


two in the girl’s bedroom. Acting 
is all indifferent. Mazi. 
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Henri Rogowski Dies 
Henri Rogowski, 88, retired head 
of the printing firm which still bears 
his name, died suddenly in his home 


in New York Monday, Oct. 17. He 
was a childless widower. Some years 
ago he disposed of his interest in 
the plant, which probably has print- 
ed more first editions of trade and 
gaily papers than any other office in 
New York. The first issues of ‘Va- 
riety’ were printed there, and ‘Va- 
riety’ returned to that office when 
growing circulation required print- 
jng on a newspaper press. He printed 
the New York ‘Call,’ the ‘Morning 
Telegraph,’ ‘Daily America,’ the ‘Re- 
view,’ the Shubert Sunday house 
organ, and innumerable other ven- 
tures. 

Born in Poland, he learned his 
trade there, coming to America first 
to work on the New York ‘World,’ 
Jater going to the ‘Recorder’ when 
that publication started, about 40 
years ago. For them he established 
the first battery of linotype ma- 
chines installed-in any newspaper 
office. 

When the ‘Recorder’ failed, Ro- 
gowski took over the machines, set- 
ting them up at 42 Spruce street 
with the idea of doing composition 
for the trade. For years he set 
much of the ‘City Record’ and did 
special work for most of the New 
York dailies when their own facili- 
ties were crowded. He was print- 
ing the ‘Daily Mercury’ for Tam- 
many Hall when the politicians 
gave the paper to Blakely Hall, who 
presently turned it into the ‘Morn- 
ing Telegraph.’ The type was set 
by Rogowski and the paper printed 
on a press installed by Hall in the 
basement of the plant. The arrange- 
ment continued until the ‘Telegraph’ 
moved around to 116 Nassau street 
and installed its own plant. Eight 
years ago owing to failing health 
and retiring from all business, Mr. 
Rogowski sold the plant to H. A. 
Skinner who has continued the old 
organization. 


Group Roto Deal 

A new gravure advertising unit 
of eight Sunday newspapers serving 
New York and New England terri- 
tory is being offered to purchasers 
of space by the Gravure Service 
Corp. of New York and Chicago. 
The unit consists of the New York 
‘Herald Tribune,’ Albany ‘Knicker- 
bocker Press,’ Buffalo ‘Courier-Ex- 
press,’ Rochester ‘Democrat-Chron- 
icle,’ Syracuse ‘Post Standard,’ Bos- 
ton ‘Herald,’ Springfield ‘Union and 
Republican’ and Hartford ‘Courant.’ 
The Albany and Rochester publica- 
tions are links in the Gannett chain; 
the other papers are locally owned. 

A combined circulation of 1,126,- 
288 is claimed for the unit, with a 
group rate of $3.48 a line compared 
to $4.33, and a rate of $6,790 a page 
comapred to that of $7,935.02, when 
the eight papers are bought sepa- 
rately. Gravure Service turns out 
the roto sections for these publica- 
tions. 


Bonfils’ Deposition 

District Judge E. V. Holland de- 
cided that F. G. Bonfils, publisher 
of the Denver ‘Post,’ must continue 
his deposition in a $200,000 libel 
suit against the ‘Rocky Mountain 
News,’ Denver; Charles Lounsbury, 
editor, and Roy Howard and Robert 
P. Scripps, executive heads of the 
Scripps-Howard chain. The judge 
had ordered Bonfils to submit to an 
examination by attorneys for the 
defense, but Bonfils refused to 
answer so many questi.... that the 
hearing was adjourned until the 
court could rule on them. Judge 
Holland ordered the deposition con- 
tinued and directed the defendants 
to ask all the questions they wished. 
When the deposition is completed 
Holland will rule whether Bonfils 
must answer. Most of the ques- 
tions he refused to answer had to 
do with his life from high school 
age and for a number of years fol- 
lowing. The deposition will be con- 
tinued on Nov. 10. 


First, a Best Seller 

Claimed by F. M. Clouter, of Lit- 
tle, Brown, that his house is the 
sole one to zet a best-selling first 
novel in. years. 300k is A. J. 
Cronin’s ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ the au- 
thor’s first literary try. 

Clouter points out that practically 
all other best-sellers in recent years 
were not ‘firsts.’ Sinclair Lewis had 
five novels published before he 
turned out ‘Main Street.’ ‘The Good 
Earth’ was Pearl S. Buck's second 
book. A. S. M. Hutchison did three 
before he rang the Dell with ‘If Win- 
Charles Morgan did two 
before ‘The Fountain,’ and Vicki 
Baum’s ‘Grand Hotel’ was preceded 
'yv a flock of others. 

Other 
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‘Sons’ ($2.50) ...ccccc 
‘Sheltered Life’ ($2.50). 
‘Light in August’ 
‘The Fountain’ ($2.50)...ccccccece 
‘Inheritance’ ($2.50). 


‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50)... 
‘More Merry Go Round’ ($3.00).. 
‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75).. 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75)......... 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for the week ending Oct. 22, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 


LESBO) cccnsetoenens 


eo By. gi 8 | ae 

eT ae eeesseee by Phyllis Bentley 
Non-Fiction 

‘Death in the Afternoon’ ($3.50)... 

TYYTTTer Te errr rryt sf Anonymous } 

.By Hendrik Willon Van Loon || 


‘Princess Marries the Page’ ($2.00)...... By Edna St. Vincent Millay 


ecenacseee- bY Pearl S. Buck 
eoccccceccesese+- bY Ellen Glasgow 
eseeeee- BY William Faulkner 
eccessesesecees by Charles Morgan 
eseccsseeee- bY Hugh Walpole 


-++e+-By Ernest Hemingway 
..-By James Truslow Adams 


seececes By James Truslow Adams 








Clouter were all other than first 
novels. 

Clouter fails to mention, however, 
that ‘Hatter’s Castle’ did not come 
to Little, Brown entirely unknown. 
The book was a success in England 
before Little, Brown took it for 
publication over here. 


116 Accredited Scribes 


Of the several hundred corre- 
sppndents and so-called press and 
mag representatives in Hollywood 
seeking entrance into the studios 
for news, only 116 are on the ac- 
credited list, just published by the 
producers’ association. 

The 116 have been given creden- 
tial cards admitting them to the 
studios, but no co-operation will be 
accorded other news gatherers un- 
less they show proof of definite as- 
signments. The credential plan is 
to combat the time wastage by 
studio p.a.’s with self-styled free- 
lancers who cannot guarantee pub- 
lication of articles written. 





New Literary Monthly 


‘The American Spectator,’ 10: 
monthly of standard newspaper sizé. 
made its initial appearance with the 
November issue of four pages last 
week. The demand was so big the 
dealers around Times square, in 
New York, particularly, complaine:! 
of the shortage 

George Jean Nathan, Ernest Boye, 
Theodore Dreiser, James Branch 
Cabell and Eugene O'Neill are the 
editors; Richard R. Smith, the book 
publisher, is president of American 
Spectator, Inc., 12 East 41st street, 
nN, 3 

Authors in the first issue besides 
the editors’ own contributions in- 
clude Clarence Darrow, Frank 
Swinnerton, Jcseph Wood Krutch, 
Van Wyck Brooks, Havelock Ellis, 
Lincoln Steffens, Liam O’Flaherty, 
Ring Lardner, Louis Untermeyer 
and Calvin B. Bridges. Policy is 
committed to the expressions from 
the distinguished literati of Amer- 
ica, England, France, German, Aus 
tria and Italy, who have been in- 
vited to contribute. 

Among the caustic departments is 
a ‘Worst Book of the Month’ nom- 
ination and ‘Haysiana,’ a satiriza- 
tion of the manner in which the 
films’ p. a.’s do not observe the ten- 
ets of the Haysian code. 





Brewers’ Trade Paper 


Anticipating the return of beer, a 
trade paper for the brewing indus- 
try will be issued soon, called “The 
Prewing Industry.’ 

Publisher of the new tradie is A. J. 
Fehrenbach, Raymond C. Kennedy 
associated. ‘Brewing Industry’ will 
appear every other week, and will 
be in newspaper form. When real 
beer becomes a fact, the sheet may 
go weekly. 





Lewis Settles in Vienna 


Sinclair Lewis has taken a flat in 
Vienna and says he has settled there 
for good, according to news from 
Europe. He says he will spend at 
least six months in Vienna every 
year, 
his headquarters. 

Lewis’ wife, Dorothy 
is very much at home in Vienna 
where she has been acting as cor- 
respondent to various American 
papers, off and on, ever since the 
war. 





C. B. Stilson Dies 
Charles B. Stilson, 52, newspaper- 
man and fiction writer, died 
denly Oct. 22, of acute indigestion 
in Rochester, N. Y. He was 
editor of the Rochester 


war service. 

At the time of his death he was 
copy reader on the ‘Democrat and 
Chronicle. He wrote hundreds of 
short stories and five novels, the 
best known of which was ‘Ace of 


Blades.’ Survived by wife and twe 


daughters. 


making the Austrian capital | 


Thompson, 


sud- | 
'from a book house for a full length | Youth’ 


city | 
‘Herald’ | 
from 1911 to 1918, and left to enter | 


K. D.’s 100% 
Katherine Daugherty, for 16 years 
associated with the late Jim Quirk 
in ‘Photoplay,’ is virtually 100% 


owner, or will become such, when 
paying for Quirk’s 75% interest in 
this monthly fan publication. Miss 
Daugherty, as the new publisher- 
editor, now, as before, owns 25% 
of the periodical. 

Quirk, by an agreement with the 
W. F. Hall Printing Co. of Chicago, 
was to have paid up for his 75% 
out of the profits, but somehow 
never got around to it. The Hall 
printers were the original owners 
of ‘Photoplay,’ including title and 
good will, when taking it over some 
17 years as a bad debt, at which 
time Quirk was installed. 

With the growing importance of 
Miss Daugherty as chief aide to 
Quirk, the board of directors, two 
years ago, had made provision that 
in the event anything hapj@ned to 
Quirk or herself, one or the other 
would acquire the complete owner- 
ship on the same convenience of 
pay -out-of-profits. 

For 16 yeags K. D. as Miss 
Daugherty is called in the trade, 
ran the publication as managing ed- 
itor with Quirk rotating around the 
country. 

Upon Quirk’s death, despite his 
loss of financial equity in ‘Photo- 
play,’ an arrangement was made 
for May Allison (Mrs. Quirk) to ac- 
cept an associate editorship at $10,- 
000 or $15,000 a year. She acquiesced 
but later withdrew. 

Bob Eastman, sportsman, and the 
executors of the estate of the late 
Colvin, who were partners in the 
Hall Printing Co., have since made 
clear to Miss Allison and her friends 
why and how the late editor-pub- 
lisher lost his financial equity in 
‘Photoplay.’ 

Miss Daugherty, due in New York 
from Chicago within a week, may 
arrange for a change of the mag’s 
editorial headquarters to New York. 
Understood she has always fav- 
ored the east and has been in N. Y 
five months out of the year for 
some time. Her husband is Jack 
Tuomey, circulation manager of 
‘Photoplay’ and in charge of ex- 
ploitation and promotion. 

Quirk’s estate, it is said, was prin- 
cipally in insurance, between $200,- 
000 and $250,000, about equally di- 
vided between his first wife and 
children and Miss Allison and her 
children. 





Selma Lagerlof Gives In 

Selma Lagerlof, long regarded as 
one of the hardest persons in Eu- 
rope to interview, has broken down 
the bars at 74. She’ll stop any dav 
now from her work to grant inter- 
views to newspapermen from 
abroad, with the sales of her books 
‘way off. 

Her famous home, Marbacka, has 
; almost been turned into a tourist 
|center, with Miss Lagerlof supply- 
‘ing a visitor’s book to sign and post- 
cards of herself and her home free 
|of charge. She says she’s given up 
| being a recluse and has got a pow- 
;}erful American radio so she can 
keep up with broadcasts in Paris, 
3erlin, London and Rome. 

She still keeps a big watchdog 
around, however, in case the traffic 
| becomes too heavy. 





Non-Commercial Authors? 

| That book publication holds no 
| attraction for the average pulp fic- 
tioneer is illustrated by the action 


'of one steady contributor to those } 


| mags who turned down an offer 
tale. 


western pieces, and the book house, 
seeking a western, asked him for 
one of 80,000 words, to be refused. 
And that despite a $500 advance. 


| 
| 


tion went, the book would net him | 
$600. 

For 80,000 words, even at a cent! 
a word, he can get $800, and 
pulp scribblers quantity is the only | 
thing that figures. This scribbler 
rarely than two cents a 
word, though, and he gets paid from ! 


with } 


gets less 


the mags on acceptance. With a} 
book he would have to wait six} 
months for a royalty statement. 


Hence, the average pulp fictioneer 


can't see book publication. Ex- | 
|cept when he occasionally gets | 
j}away from what he is the first to 


admit to be ‘hack’ writing and turns 
out what he thinks is a real piece 
of ‘literature. Then he will have 
to work twice as hard to make up 
for what the piece of ‘literature’ | 
failed to bring him. 





Crouse’s Latest 


Russell Crouse has been at it 
again with shears and paste-pot 
and has produced ‘The American 


Doubleday Doran 
has manufactured in handsome 
fashion with illustrations by Ed- 
ward A. Wilson that never would 
have been countenanced by the 
original authors of this compilation. 

Crouse has collated from a score 
of sources the advice on decorum, 


Keepsake,’ which 


sex relationship, amative  corre- 
spondence, riddles, parlor games, 
the once famous ‘Oraculum, or 


Book of Fate,’ toasts, hints on dress 
and all of the other points which 
used to go to make up the famous 
guides, compendiums or epitomes 
that were popular long before the 
new generation. Most of the stuff is 
incorporated from books produced 
between 1840 and 1870, and looks it. 

Young women are urged not to 
lift their skirts with both hands in 
crossing the street, to wear their 
bathing skirts to their ankles in- 
stead of the boot tops, etc. 

It’s not so much a book to be read 
through, as to be picked up and 
read bit by bit as leisure permits. 
And it is something to be pre- 
| served instead of given away after 
reading. Crouse has done a splen- 
did bit of compilation. 

New Mag Distrib 

Lee Ellmaker, former Macfadden 
publishing exec, who recently added 
to his mag holdings with the pur- 
chase of ‘Woman’s World,’ is going 
into mag distribution, too.  Ell- 
maker has organized the Pictorial 
Distributors, which gets its name 
from another Ellmaker publication, 
‘Pictorial Review,’ and which will 
distribute Ellmaker’s own mags, as 
well as those of others. 

Ellmaker, now out of town, is un- 
derstood to be offering his new mag 
distributing company facilities to a 
number of publishers. 





Author’s Mail Orders 

Albert Stevens Crockett, who had 
a run-in with the publisher of his 
‘Old Waldorf Bar Days,’ has made a 
settlement by which he gets all un- 
sold copies of his book in lieu of 
royalties due him. It’s Crockett’s 
idea to sell the book himself, via 
mail order, he being without dis- 
tribution and other regulation sales 
facilities. 

Crockett is now selling the book 
for $2, a marked reduction from its 
original price of $3.50. The author- 
publisher is conducting his new ac- 
| tivity out of his home, 
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O'Malley Dead 
Frank Ward O'Malley, 56, died in 


Tours, France, Oct. 19. He had 


been in poor health for several 
yeors, and his condition took a turn 
for the worse about 10 days before 
his death. 

O'Malley was not only sta 
reporter for the old N. Y. ‘Sun’ but 
lone of the most widel known 
writers on any newspape: nv of 
|his stories becoming newspaper 
classics. He knew his Broadway as 
few men did, and much of his best 
stuff was written from that angle. 
In his own words he had been a 


reporter for the ‘Sun’ for 14 years, 


| 13 of which had been spent in Jack's 


restaurant. It was he who started 
Jack’s flying wedge of waiters on 
the road to semi-immortality. He 
wrote two plays, ‘The Head of the 
House’ and ‘A Certain Party’ and 
two books, ‘The War Whirl in 
Washington’ and ‘Swiss Family 
O'Malley. Some of his best work 
was done on the old ‘Sunday Sun’ 
which was far better written than 
most of the magazines of today. 

One of O'Malley’s best remem- 
bered contributions was that of the 
‘Wabble.’ A steamship long over- 
due turned up in Bermuda and a 
shipping firm wired the owners add- 
ing the code word ‘wabble,’ which 
meant ‘Shall we act as your agents” 

The ‘Times’ printed the report and 
wound up with the statement that 
the steamer was in tow of ‘the 
Wabble.” O'Malley wrote a long 
story about the Wabble which, ac- 
cording to his account was a left 
handed sidewheel steamer with a 
home port in the tank of the Hip- 
podrome. For years his occasional 
references to the Wabble made 
‘Times’ men squirm and others 
chortle with glee. 





Hearst’s Column Orders 
Hearst papers have been ordered 
not to use any material from column- 
ists other than by those operating 
under the Hearst syndicates King 
Features, International News Ser- 
vice, and Newspaper Feature Ser- 
vice. 
Personal wire from W. R. Hearst 
is said to have reached all his pa- 
pers to this effect last week. 





Chatter 

‘Gargoyle,’ high-hat weekly Hous- 
ton magazine established five years 
ago with Allen Peden, ex-news- 
paper man as publisher, has sus- 
pended publication. 

Ina Gillespie, music and fine arts 
editor of ‘The Chronicle,’ Houston, 
daughter of the late C. B. Gillespie, 
editor, was married last week to 
Herman Frank Grotte, advertising 
man.. 

Carols Borcosque, former Spanish 
version director for Metro, remains 
in Hollywood as studio representa- 
tive for ‘Cinegraf,’ Argentine fan 
mag. 

Robert Lee Eskridge, author of 
‘Mangareba,’ has gone to Hawaii 
for a year to write a book. 

‘Torch Singer, new King publica- 
tion by Charles Grant, is otherwise 
Bill Lengel of Hearst’s ‘Cosmopoli- 
tan.’ Lengel has one or two other 
pseudonyms, 


Herbert Asbury is seven chapters 





leer 

‘New Yorker’s’ Pay Rates 

| ‘New Yorker’ magazine, pays con- 
| tributors on a graduating scale ac- 
cording to seniority. Up to 25 ac- 
ceptances, it’s 5c a word and from 
| then graduates, in units of 25 or se, 
at so much more per word up until 
lode. 

That's high, for the most consist- 
ent contribs although the quality of 
a piece, regardless of the wordage, 
often finds a proportionately high- 
er pro rata. 


Under 30—Must! 


Younger scribblers will get their 
inning in a new mag to be called 


‘Modern Youth,’ to make its initial 
appearance in January. Open to 
authors under 30 only. 

‘Modern Youth’ will carry a gen- 





This particular scribbler had | po-celf, of course. 
earned something of a rep for his} ora be 
Bolton’s Bolts 
Whitney Bolton back from Holly- | 


The scribbler figured it this way. | 


The book wouldn’t go beyond a first 
edition—if selling all of that 
meant, at the most, 3,000 copies. At 
the usual royalty, if the entire edi- 


which | 


| eral run of features, from short fic- 
j}tion to essays. Must be strictly 
}modern and from the angle of youth, 
ir. keeping with the title. First is- 
now in preparation, and some 
| more pieces can be used. 

Publisher and editor of ‘Modern 
is Viola Ilma, who’s under 30 





sue 





wood last week, resumed as m.e. O11 | 
the N. Y. ‘Morning Telegraph.’ He} 
was gone two months, engaged to 
| work on ‘42d Street’ for Warners. 

Bolton's arrangement with the 
ldaily calls for leaves of absence if | 
and when Coast calis arise. 


ahead on his history of Frisco’s 
Barbary Coast. Jim Geller, of the 
Morris office, will handle it. 


Rockwell Kent’s 'Greenland’ post- 
poned till next year. 


Lewis Browne’s book on Spinoza 
will compete with Benjamin de Cas- 
seres’ on the same subject. 


Notice of the dissolution of the 
Graphic Syndicate, operated in con- 
nection with Macfadden’s now de- 
funct New York tab has been filed 


at the N. Y. Secretary of State's 
office. 
Harry Stuhldreher, quarterback 


on Notre Dame’s ‘Four Horseman’ 
eleven and present coach of Villa- 
nova, is writing a weekly football 
article, ‘Right Off the Grid,’ for the 
N. C. W. C. Service, which syndi- 
cates to Catholic newspapers. 
Anne Rodman, editor, 
124 West 72nd $540 
debts and no assets, and Benjamin 
Stolberg, newspaper man, 9 East 


associate 
street, with 


17th street, both N. Y., have taken 
the voluntary bankruptcy petition 
route. 

Dean Van Clute, the blind con- 
tributor to the ‘Amerimerk has 


turned out his first nove). It’s mostly 


autobiog, called ‘Pour 1e for T's.’ 
His brother, Walton Clute, 
helped write it. 

Kenneth MacNichol instruetiy 
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Andy Rice co-authoring with Billy 
K. Wells for Jack Pearl on the 
ether. 

Otto Gray’s Oklahomans hopping 
into WGY, Schenectady, from thea- 
tre engagements within a 150-mile 
radius, to broadcast a Monday 
morning program over an NBC 
hookup. 

Atlas Broadcasting Corp. of Pali- 


Glover's newscasting staff at Oo- 
lum bia, 

Irene Beasley auditioned by CBS 
for ‘Dutch Girl.’ 

NBC farming out Sally Davies, 
blues warbler, to WLW, Cincy, for 
couple of months. 

Paul White, CBS press headman, 
ran into a ticklish situation be- 
tween the network’s local affiliate 
and the dailies while visiting Pitts- 





sades Park, N. J., petitioning FRC 
for permission to erect a 500 watter, 
operating 10 hours a day. 

Building Industries Broadcasting 
Co. of Cincinnati applying for per- 
mit for new station, superseding ap- 
Plication filed in name of Building 
Industries Exhibit, Inc. 

WICC, Bridgeport, Conn., seeking 
to move transmitter to Stratford, 
Conn. 

State of New York given author- 
ity to operate three portable experi- 
mental stations to investigate prac- 
ticability of frequencies assigned in 
connection with fighting forest fires. 

WIJIW, Mansfield, O., permitted to 
remain silent while station was be- 
ing moved to Akron. 

FRC granted 426 amateur station 
licenses during first half of October. 
Of these, 247 were new stations, 122 
renewals and 57 changes. 


H. Elliott Stuckel joins Herbert 
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“One of the ‘high: points for ap- 
plause returns was the soloing by a 


robust baritone.’’ 
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Radio’s Dream Girl 


burgh. 

Hart Giddings out of NBC as as- 
sistant to Keith McLeod of the pro- 
gram board. 

Duke Ellington lectures Percy 
Grainger’s class at New York Uni- 
versity on composing and arrang- 
ing, with the band playing samples. 

Among those competing for the 
Spang Baking Co. program over 
WTAM, Cleveland, are Brad Brown 
and Al Llewlyn, Al Cameron and 
Pete Bontsema, and Macy and 
Smalle. Each act gets a crack at 
the WTAM mike on successive days, 
with the winner picked according to 
the votes of the Spang dealers. 
WGST, Atlanta, Ga., requesting 
facilities of WTFI and doubling of 
power. 

WJIBY, Gadsden, Ala., wants to as- 
sign license from Gadsden Broad- 
casting Co. to W. M. Ingram. 
Liberty Broadcasting Co., Athens, 
Ga., wants to change location of 
WTFI to Greenville, S. C. 
Arkansas Radio and Recording 
Co. of Little Rock, seeking a new 
station license and facilities of 
KARK, 

First National Television Corp. of 
Kansas City, Mo., granted experi- 
mental television license. 
Muskegon, Mich.,: wants a police 
transmitter. 

‘One Hour with You’ is the title 
of a new 15-minute Tuesday and 
Friday program over WMAQ, on 
behalf of J. W. Morrow Co. (hair 
tonic), Gene Arnold providing the 
entertainment. 

KFAC, Los Angeles, granted spe- 
cial authority to operate unlimited 
time, subject to immediate cancel- 
lation on final determination of the 
issues in the case of KGEF, Bob 
Shuler’s station, before the Court 
of Appeals. 

, Meredith Willson, NBC conductor 
in ’Frisco, to New York on a month’s 
vacation. 

Francis Craig and orchestra, Cos- 
mopolitan hotel, Denver, broadcast- 
ing three times’a week over KOA, 
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Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Politicians using the radio for 
election blurbs have been exempted 
from paying the 3% music tax, un- 
der a ruling by the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Several local stations 
which have collected the item are 
preparing to return it. 

As the Ascap tax was on all gross 
commercial business, local stations 
included the politicians in the bite, 
although none used music on the 
programs. Society members burned 
when they heard this and ordered 
stations to return the cash. 

Local broadcast owners say that 
the ASCAP is trying to play Santa 
Claus to the candidates who might 
be sojourning in Congress when fu- 
ture fights come up on the copy- 
right laws. 





Van-Don to Chi 

San Francisco, Oct. 24, 
, Van and Don stowed wives and 
baggage in their car Saturday (22) 
and headed for Chicago, where the 
Lord, Thomas & Logan will take 
them in tow. 

Duo’s Quaker Oats contract on 

NBC expired last week and cereal 
firm stays off aire for a while. 











WANTED FOR RADIO 


Experienced Professionals, All Types, 


a F or Artists Bureau and Broadcasting 5 


“THE NATION'S STATION” 


CINCI 


NNATI . 


PHONE FOR AUDITIONS 


MR. NICHOLLS, Room 3037, New Yorker Hotel 


ry AFTER SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 a 


Chi ‘Trib’ Printing 
Radio Lists at Last 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Quietly deciding to reverse its 
traditional policy, the Chicago 
‘Tribune’ last week began printing 
radio listings. About 20 inches 
daily appeared of carefully edited 
programs. All allusions to the ad- 
vertiser sponsoring programs is 
omitted. : 

‘Tribune’ was always consistent 
treating its own station, WGN, 
kindly-only in the Sunday edition. 

Larry Wolters, radio editor of the 
‘Trib,’ has heretofore been practic- 
ally confined to Sunday. It is not 
reported whether the ‘Trib’ contem- 
plates printing radio chatter as do 
the other local dailies, 


AIR HURTING 
COMIC STRIPS? 


Opposition to the etherizing of 
comic strips syndicated to them is 
gathering momentum among news- 
papers throughout the country. Ad 
agencies report that cartoonists are 
finding it tough to get their news- 
paper clients to okay radio versions 
of the strips under newsprint con- 
tract. Attitude is holding up deals 
on several pen-and-inkers’ that 
commercials are interested in dra- 
matizing. 


Contracts held by the newspapers 
contain no clause that prevents the 
cartoonist from selling the ether 
version without consulting them. 
But the artists say they’re not in- 
clined to take any chances. After 
all, the cartoonists aver, the news- 
papers have always been and will 
always be their major source of 








1 income, and, if these customers nix 


the radio, they would rather pass 
up the by-product coin than chance 
the loss of the newsprint accounts. 

Ina recent case where a couple 
of papers had given the cartoonist 
the thumbs-down sign, the interest- 
ed ad agency had investigated and 
found that the dailies involved were 
on the agency’s list for different 
national accounts. <A gentle letter 
of reminder turned the trick. 

Newspapers: claim that surveys 
have disclosed to them that the 
ethér versions of the comic strips 
serve to detract from the daily pen- 
and-inker, particularly among the 
lower age adolescents, with the 
dramatized episodes easily making 
the latter impression tame in com- 
parison. On the other hand, the 
agency impresarios hold that the 
radio voice embodiment of the strip 
characters would ‘tend to stimulate 
interest in the newsprint reproduc- 
tion. 

Of the better known strip pro- 
grams on the air are ‘Skippy’ 
(Wheaties), ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
(Ovaltine) and Seketary Hawkins 
(Ralston Purina), 


COAST N.B.C. ARTISTS 
BUREAU’S 207% COMMISH 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 


NBC Artists’ Bureau is handing 
out a new contract including clauses 
for a new high commission rate on 








personal appearances. Effective 
Nov. 1. 
Instead of tusual 10%, bureau 


henceforth takes 20% on concerts 
and 15% on theatre, club, private 
entertainments and all other per- 
sonal appearances, Commish on pic- 
ture work, recordings, television, 
endorsements, and radio programs 
remain at previous 10% level. 

Paragraph in contract qualifies 
the new paper by stating NBC 
wishes ‘to unify the policies of the 
Artists’ Service throughout the vari- 
ous divisions.’ 


Daily Buys WHBF 


Rock Island, Tll., Oct. 24. 

Rock Island ‘Argus,’ daily news- 
paper, has bought WHBF from the 
Beardsley Specialty Co., known as 
the Rock Island Broadcasting com- 
pany. Price is $20,000 with final 
details awaiting approval by Fed- 
eral Radio Commission. 

Plan is to place the transmitter 








its daily news, features and mem- 





bers of the staff. 








| Little Bits from the Air 








Despite apparent stalling, and 
plenty of asides and clowning for 
the benefit of the generally crowded 
studios, Beverly Hill Billies continue 
as one of the commercial mainstays 
of the smaller Los Angeles air sta- 
tions. Currently, outfit is on KTM, 
giving a one hour nightly program 
for an L. A. dental concern, 





John Swallow, handling the broad- 
cast at the Coast opening of Radio's 
‘Bill of Divorcement,’ introduced an 
innovation to get away from those 
long lapses between the celebs’ ‘I’m 
glad to be here and I know it will 
be a good picture’ routine, M.,c’ing 
from the Hillstreet (L.A,.) lobby he 
spotted Harry Jackson's string en- 
semble near the mike to do their 
stuff between the introductions, 





Phil Spitainy’s Nestle Chocolateers 
music certainly is a decided at- 
tempt to get away from the ordi- 
nary and to be different. Spitalny 
accomplishes this very satisfactor- 
ily with his corking arrangements, 
particularly the penchant which he 
manifests to substitute vocal effects 
in lieu of the instrumentation. He 
has his choral background perform 
some of the scored modulations 
which would be ordinarily entrusted 
to the reeds or brass. The effect 
is therefore as startling as it’s 


well by the Quakertown maestro 
who's quite an institution there, 

Kerr’s music is well known in 
Philly and Atlantic City and evi. 
dences its rating for the ton spot 
assignment in the snooty supper 
room of the Adelphia, 





Ray Fox can warble pops in okay 
manner. She sounds like big league 
timber as coming through Sunday 
morning from WMCA, 

Another interesting combo on 
WMCA are the Dark Horses, who 
also evidence important potentiali« 
ties with their musico-warbling. 





Seemingly the Village Grove Nut 
Club is accepting counsel and ree 
coursing to the nocturnal nuttery 
that ‘made’ the spot when La Belle 
Rose was in full bloom. The Vil- 
lage cabaret had‘ gone very conven- 
tional of late with routine band and 
floor show, but Cliff Clifton, m. c.’« 
ing, plus Joe Lewis’ nuttisms; 
against Enoch Light’s okay dance 
music, harkened back to the halcyon 
days. 

The Nut Club's kindred enterprise, 
Village Barn, incidentally, has a 
good band combo on WJZ, Jo@ 
Furst’s orchestra. The legit 
rhythmpation is more in order fronr 
a place such as this. 











novel, and makes one wonder no- 
body before has thought of the idea 
of using voices instead of instru- 
ments for the ‘effects.’ 





NBC is now picking up Charlie 
Kerr from the new Marguery club 
in the Adelphia hotel, Philly, as a 
late hour feature and doing right 


SPECIAL COVERAGE FOR 
REMOTE COAST SPOTS 








Eddie 
‘Leonard 


(The Beloved 
Minstrel) 


and ‘ 
Eddie 








Hollywood, Oct. 24, 
Novel way of combatting the 
ehains is being used here by the 
North American Broadcasting com- 
pany, a new organization which is 


buying time over KNX, local sta- 
tion to rebroadcast for coverage in 
particular spots wanted by its 
clients. ’ 


Leonard 
Jr. 
(The Lovable 
Singer and 
Company) 




















Plan has been worked for several 
weeks in covering. the San Bern- 
ardino valley, adjacent to here, 
which due to climatic and terrain 
eonditions has been hard to reach 
by the local stations. Territory has 
a population of around 250,000, serv- 
iced only by ‘small stations at San 
Bernardino. 

As worked, the new broadcasting 
company sells accounts particular- 
ly for this territory in conjunction 
with the coverage of KNX. These 
programs are picked up by spe- 
cially constructed receiving sets on 
the desert, three miles from San 
Bernardino, and then go to KFNX, 
in that city over telephone wires 
for rebroadcasting. 

North American is also preparing 
to go into San Francisco on a sim- 
ilar set-up between KNX and 
KTAB, as opposition in that city 
to the two chain outlets there. 

Talking point being used in sell- 
ing this specially directed service 
is that it allows advertisers to cov- 
er just the territory needed without 
having to pay chain prices for full 
coast coverage. 





‘Boop’ on Air 

‘Betty Boop’, cartoon reel will 
have an, etLer, version on NBC next 
week. Exact spot on the weekly 
‘schedule is, yet to be charted. Goes 
sustaining for.a,while, with the net- 
work meanwhile looking around for 
a commerci“’ bankroll, 
' Cast gathered for the program are 
Mae Questrel, radio mimic who has 
been filling the reel’s title role; 
Bradley Barker, ‘Cookie’ Bowers and 
the Vic Irwin orchestra. 
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MILLION LAUGHS 
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‘Molasses and January’ “it 


in 
Maxwell House Show Boat 
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RADIO AS A VOTE-CETTER © 

















a. 


EDITOR RAPS 
FRC AS UNFAIR 


Chicago, Oct. 24, 


James G. Stahlman, publisher of 
tne Nashville ‘Banner’ and fiery op- 
ponent of radio, last week declared 
to the Inland Daily Press Associa- 
tion that unless the newspapers of 
the country woke up, the American 
dailies would become only a mem- 
ory ‘commemorated by a memorial 
tablet on the walls of Radio City.’ 

Stahlman rapped the Federal 
Radio Commission as unfair to 
newspaper interests and suggested 
that the remedy for this was for 
publishers to see to it that, as va- 
eancies occur in the Radio Commis-: 
sion, new members favorable to 
newspapers be appointed. 

Radio has invaded every newspa- 
per activity, he said, but newspapers 
reversely cannot trespass on radio’s 
domains, He described wave lengths 
as monopolistic, and the radio’s ex- 
emption from postal lottery rules as 
@ hardship on the press. 











Geise Quits KMTR 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Harry Geise has resigned as pro- 
gram director of KMTR. 

He was the only holdover from 
the former V. G. Freitag owner- 
ship. 
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Those Benefits 





Within three hours after 
Donald Novis’ date at the Par- 
amount, Brooklyn (21) had 
been okayed all around, a 
couple of radio editors in that 
borough had him booked for 
six personal appearances of 
their own. 

Among the events for which 
they have the tenor set is a 
cooking school conducted by 
one of the sheets, a tri-bor- 
ough spelling bee, a church 
euchre party and a department 
store anniversary celebration. 











Medicos, Mystics 
Flock to XEPN, 
New Mex Station 


Los Angelos, Oct. 24. 
under construction in 
Mexico, over the line from Eagle 
Pass, Tex., will broadcast on a fre- 
quency of 100,000 watts which will 
make it the most powerful commer- 
cial station in North America. 

Expected to be in operation in a 
month, it will be supported mainly 
by American medicos and mystics 
who have been denied time on 
America stations. 

One of the principal owners is W. 
E. Branch, radio engineer of this 
city. 


SHOOT RUSSIAN EVENT 
FOR RELAY ON RADIO 


Moscow, Oct. 9. 


Official opening of the gigantic 
hydro-electric station on the river 
Dnieper, the so-called Dnieperstroi, 
will be shot by Victor Geyman and 
his co-workers as a “radio-film.’ He 
will record on regular film sound 
strips the whole celebration, from 
the roaring of the Dnieper waters 
through the dam sluices to the 
roaring of the orators; this ma- 
terial will then be edited and mount- 
ed for radio transmission, 

Successful experiments with such 
radio-films, recording current events 
in organized dramatic form on the 
basis of newsreel shots, indicate an 
extension of this type of broadcast 
in the near future. In its ideal 
form, of course, the visual portion 
of the film should be available as 
well as the oral; but that must wait 
for a further development of tele- 
vision. Geyman is among the 
group of persons devoting them- 
selves to television. He began his 
career as a film director, 


Murray, Agent 


William Murray, who was with 
the NBC Artists Service in charge 
of popular entertainment until three 
weeks ago, has joined the radio 
department of the William Morris 
office. He and Harry W. Spingold 
will handle that dept. 

Prior to coming to the network 
Murray was booking manager for 
the Judson Radio Program Corp. 





XEPN, 

















Television Suits 
Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Two suits against local television 
companies have been filed in Muni- 
cipal court. 

Ralph G. Fear wants $530 back 
rent from American Television Lab- 
oratories, Ltd., and Mildred M. Mat- 
kin is suing Television Products, 
Ltd., and Charles Diltz on a $120 
promissory note. 
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MIKE INSURGENTS) 
TAGE AIR FIGHTS 


—_—_—. 


Spanked by FRC, Shuler 
and Brinkley Buy Time 
on Indie Stations in Bat- 
tle for U. S. Senate and 
Governorship—Wise Owls 
Admit They Are Likely to 
Win High Office 





NOV. 8 THE TEST 





Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 
Radio will get its real test as a 
vote getter in three widely sepa- 
rated spots Nov. 8 On indications, 
the ether may click at the election 
by putting into office two U. 8. sen- 
ators and one governor, all candi- 
dates who, in pre-radio days, it is 
contended, wouldn’t be accorded the 

chances of the darkest dark horse. 


Peculiarity. is that two of the can- 
didates were station owners who 
previously lost their air licenses be- 
cause the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion ruled in each case that the 
owners were not using their sta- 
tions ‘to the best public interest.’ 

These office seekers are the Rev. 
Robert Shuler, Los Angeles, who is 
contesting for U. 8. senator from 
California, and Dr. Brinkley, run- 
ning for governor in Kansas, 

Air’s Gland Specialist 

Latter is the famous gland spe- 
cialist who lost his license for sta- 
tion ownership in Milford, Kans., 
and has since been using XER, Mex- 
ico, for selling his rejuvenation rem- 
edy when not extolling his guberna- 
torial qualifications from the same 
station. Third is the air senatorial 
fight being waged by Henry Fields, 
the Iowa seed merchant, who used 
the air to such good advantage in 
defeating Senator Brookhardt in the 
Republican primary. 

On the coast it’s even-money bet- 
ting that California’s air candidate, 
Shuler, will win out in the three- 
cornered contest for senator. While 
running on a prohibition platform, 
the minister had previously polled 
a heavy vote on both the Republican 
and Democratic tickets in the Au- 
gust primaries, 

Shuler a Bone Dry 


Shuler is expected to get the dry 
voters from both the old line parties, 
due to the wringing wetness of the 
Republican candidate, Tallant Tubbs 
of San Francisco and the wet plat- 
form of the Democrats whose stand- 
ard-bearer is William McAdoo 
Gibbs. 

Ether clergyman, barred from 
using a station of his own, is using 
time on several independent outlets, 
and is covering the atate nightly 
with his Sahara pleas. If he can 
garner all the dry votes in Cali- 
fornia, while the wets are split be- 
tween the Democratic and Repub- 
lican candidates, wise politicians 
admit it should be a cinch for :this 
radioite to land in Washington. 


4 After Waves 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Don Lee, operating the CBS coast 
chain, is the latest to seek the 
wave length of KTM and KELW, 
local stations threatened with loss 
of their frequency. 

Line-up for the disputed wave 
length now includes Lee, William 
Randoiph Hearst, Earle C. Anthony, 
owner of the two NEC stations, KFI 
and KECA, and Guy Earle of KNX. 











HORTON AT KMTR 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Harold Horton, formerly chief an- 
nouncer at the Don Lee CBS station 
KFRC, San Francisco, is the new 
program director of KMTR. He suc- 
ceeds Harry Geise. 

Horton previously was with WOC, 
Davenport, Iowa, and for a time 
helped stage prologs for Sid Grau- 
man here. 








Full of Ether 


They're telling one about a 
jazzing jurist, with a radio 
yen, who was consulted by a 
client for a divorce. 

As the woman walked into 
his office, the lawyer's greeting 
was, ‘Commercial or sustain- 
ing?’ 


NAB ALL HET UP 
ABOUT ASCAP 
MUSIC TAX 


Topic slated to play an important 
part at the National Association of 
Broadcasters’ convention in St. 
Louis Nov. 10-12, inclusive, is the 
application of the music tax. It is 
reported that numerous _ station 
operators will take this opportunity 
to voice their dissatisfaction with 
the way that the heads of the 
American Society have gone about 
signing contracts. 

Claim of these broadcasters will 
be that the society has not handled 
the situation equitably. They will 
contend that E. C. Mills has cut the 
sustaining fees in some instances, 
eliminated them entirely in other 
cases and retained them intact in 
still many other instances without 
regard to equality of treatment. 
Argument will be advanced that 
while one high-powered outlet in an 
area had its sustaining fee entirely 
canceled, a competitive transmitter 
of similar power was refused any 
relief and taxed the full sustaining 
quota in addition to the 3% clip on 
commercial business. 

The discontented broadcasters, it 
is reported, will in their plaint con- 
tend that the best bargainers got 
the best deals from Mills, and that 
the network owned and operated 
stations were unduly favored in the 
passing around of contracts. These 
recalcitrants may also demand that 
the committee appointed to inquire 
into their complaint contain a rep-| 
resentation of three indie station 
operators to two chain men, 

In connection with the, latter 
point, the insurgent element, it is 
reported, will declare to the con- 
vention that the reverse representa- 
tion on the committee, that nego- 
tiated with the society, was respon- 
sible for the deal that put the tax 
direct upon station income and 
passed up entirely revenue taken in 
by the networks. In other words, 
if a chain sells time on a station on 
a national hookup for, say, $500, 
and of that sum pays the station the 
customary fee of $50 for the hour, 
the music tax on commercial in- 
come applies only to the station’s 


























$50 and passes up all consideration 
of the $450 retained by the network. 
As a departure from its usual 
procedure the NAB at this conven- 
tion will hold no nominations in 
connection with the election of 
officers. Instead the free-for-all 
voting system will prevail, with no 
tickets drawn up in advance, 





WMT STATUS QUO 
Waterloo, Ia., Oct. 24. 

WMT’s application for removal to 
the state capital, Des Moines, has 
been denied, FRC holding that, ‘Des 
Moines now received high grade 
radio service and there was no need 
for another station in that area.’ 

WMT received license renewal 
on 600 kilocycles. 


(CUBAN RADIO 
GOING COMM'L 


Havana, Oct. 24. 
The International Broadcasting 
Co. has installed its new WE elec- 
tric transmitter here for its station 
CMAF, 5,000 watter, so far the most 
powerful station on the island, 
Jesse Jay, president of the sta- 
tion WIOD, Miami, is v. p. of the 
IBC and plans the exchanging of 
programs between these two sta- 
tions. CMAF’s new transmitter is 
the old WIOD's which last year was 
replaced by a more powerful outfit. 
Ricardo Nodarse, for the past 10 
years manager of CMC, of the 
Cuban Telephone Co., is the new 
commercial manager of CMAF. 
Cuba now boasts a national net- 
work operated by the telephone 
company from its Havana station, 
Chain programs are broadcast Sun- 
day, Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day, from 8-10 p. m, 
The head station is CMC at Ha- 
vana, 500 watts, which feeds a 150 
watter at Cardenas, CMHD with 
500 watts at Caibarien, CMJK with 
500 watts at Camaguey, CMKG with 
250 watts at Santiago, CMHJ with 
250 watts at Cienfuegos. 
The rates per hour asked for the 
chain programs are $100 with no 
takers so far, 
Donato Blanco is general manuger, 
Luis Casas chief engineer and 
O’Farrill, official announcer, 
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GREAT MOMENTS IN HISTORY 
Dramatic Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


One successful script idea de- 
serves repeating with another ac- 
count. ‘Roses and Drums,’ drama- 
tized incidents from American his- 
tory, has done a lot to help Union 
Central Life Insurance sell policies. 
And why not the agency handling | 
both accounts must have questioned | 
itself across the conference table, | 
package a similar program for| 
Fleischmann’s§ Yeast. The same; 
writer could prepare both scripts} 
and the same set of actors could 
work on both programs, since one 
session would follow the other by 





about two hours. Thus each Sunday 


the insurance company gets its lick 
over CBS at 5 p. m. EST, while the 
Fleischmann good-willer comes 


kiiocycling into the parlor by way of 
NBC at 7:30. 

Like its brother act on the oppo- 
sition chain, the ‘Great Moments of 
History’ stanza is expertly staged 
and acted. It frequently goes hokey 
in its effort to make a fustian holi- 


day for the guest star by over- | 
stressing points of comparatively | 
minor significance, but the high | 
level upon which the show as a} 
whole is maintained makes t'1i: 

shortcoming easy to overlook. Also, 


the breaking up of the illusion by 
having the player who is supposed | 
to be an addressing an assembly at 
the top of his voice step close to the 
mike for the rendering of the quieter 
passages. And, again, the maladroit 
sound ejifects devised for musket 
and cannon fire. With a little more 
experimenting NBC, sound effects 
department might arrive at a closer 
approach to a passable imitation. 
But the pace, the punch and all- 
around good acting is there. Each 
program has a name from legit 
playing the lead. Some of these 
legit players fill the part patly and 
others not so by a wide span. Most 
of these ‘guest stars’ are cast one 
week in ‘Roses and Drums’ and the 


next in the Fleischmann contribu- 
tion. 
In the ‘Defense of the Alamo’ 


dramatization (23), Guy Bates Post 
as Sam Houston came through a 
little overemphatic but otherwise 
okay. Frequently in his exciting 
passages he dropped the southern 
accent and became Back Bay, but 
the same thing happened to practi- 
cally everyone else in the cast. It 
was one of those dramatic composi- 
tions that allowed for no subdued 
moment, but demanded that every- 
thing be kept at a tense, noisy pitch 
of excitement, and the cast gave it 
all the violence they had in them. 
All of which made the affair sound 
quite hokey in spots. 

Sketch was capably cued musi- 
cally throughout, with the bits as- 
signed the narrative confined to 
just enough to link one sequence to 
the other. Program, which is strict- 
ly of the institutional type, men- 
tioned Fleschmann only once, ard 
that was at the very end of the final 
segment of copy. Instead of plug- 
ging its yeast, as prevailed in its 
previous programs, the sponsor de- 
votes this Sunday frame to exhort- 
ing the housewife to buy her bread 





and sweetstuffs from the baker in- 
stead of rolling her own dough. 
Odec. 

DOC WHIPPLE 
Organlog 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Whipple, formerly heard on a 


half-hour Saturday afternoon pro- 
g-am from the NBC’s Cleveland 
outlet, is now broadcasting a quar- 
ter-hour morning organlog on the 
red network six times weekly. It 
ccmes over the air at 8:15 a. m., 
fi ing the slot long taken by a re- 
] us program originating § in 
\ \F’s studio. 

No announcement is made as to 
©: s;an’s location or Whipple's out- 
Side connections, if any. The ‘Doc’ 
tay apparently comes from Doctor 
of AIusic degree. 

Broadcast carries a more cheer- 
ful air than the religious program 
wiich it supplanted, and for this 
reason probably is more welcome to | 
listeners preparing to leave for 
day's work. It’s a shot that 
not demand deep concentration, can 
be heard while one is 
java cup or scanning 
morning's paper. 

While Whipple’s programs are 
neither as ambitious nor as _ bril- 
liant as several piped out of New 
York later in the day, they suftice. 
Instrument is a pretty good one; 
organist is competent. 

Fewer pops sung and played to 
death via radio, and more standard 
numbers that lend themselves well 
to organ treatment, would enhance 
the entertaining value of these 
wepadcanta. Jaco. 





headlines of 


WCAE After eae Chain 


Bands; Local Combo Out 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 
in an economy move, has 
its entire staff band of 14 
men. That also means the end of 
the ‘Sun-Telegraph Nite Club of the 
Air,’ a thrice weekly feature over 
the station. 

Studio plans to 
only it needs them, 
freely for 


WCAE, 
let out 


hire musicians 
going in more 
network orchestras. 
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THE BIG SHOW . 
Charles Neland, Cy Jenks, Eddie 
Lambert, Eddie Borden, Johnny 
Kiadeo, Arlene Francis, Virginia 
Barnett, Henry Starr 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Regular Wednesday night feature 
(10th week) follows along the lines 
of the several ‘jamborees’ so popu- 
lar with Coast listeners. This one, 
sponsored by the Navy Oil Co., has 
a somewhat novel way of bringing 
out a studio audience. Each pur- 
chase of five gals. of Navy gas 
brings a coupon, two of which when 
in bring a single admission 
ticket to the studio show the fol- 





VARIETIES 

Disks 

COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 

A series of half-hour waxed 
programs sponsored by Kresge’'s 


25c-$1 stores. WGY has been re- 
leasing one a week since Septem- 
ber. Broadcasts are timed to syn- 
chronize with weekend sales, de- 
tails of which are given on disks 
as well as by a station announcer. 

Ben Selvin’s orchestra is the 
basic feature of the series, with 
other name attractions added. These 
include Scrappy Lambert and Billy 
Hillpot, Wally Sullivan, mc. a 
comedian named Charley Doran (so 





lowing Wednesday night. tesult is 
usually a packed house and plenty 
applause for the talent. 

New skipper or m.c. was i 
charge last Wednesday (19). He’ 
Charles Neland, whose husky voice 
indicated a severe cold, but other- 
wise functioning oke. Eddie Lam- 
bert made his second appearance 
on the hour, doing his time-worn 
‘Cinderella’ monolog. Another for- 
mer vaude name, who is a regular 
on the program, is Eddie Borden 
with a line of comedy patter and 
gags. Other talent night caught 
included Johnny Kiadeo, accordion- 
Cy Jenks, rube. comic; three 
Rhythm Kings, harmony crooning; 

Virginia Rarnett, blues singer; 
Henry Starr, tenor; Arlene Francis, 
comcdy monologist, and Fuzzy 
Knight, comedian. 

Short announcements’ covering 
the sponsor’s product made at 15 
min. intervals do not become tir- 
ing. Program as a whole fairly en- 
tertaining, but as usual with this 
type of broadcast there's too much 
studio applause to make it interest- 
ing for the folks outside. 


ABE LYMAN 

Newsboy’ 
Music and Chatter 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

A so-so program. Phillips Milk 
of Magnesia has tried to be differ- 
ent but instead of songs and band 
it’s talk and band, which is n. s. g. 

The tie-up is with United Artists 
studio and the ‘Hollywood Newsboy’ 
is the film gossiper. The chatter 
is rather innocuous and as for the 
UA tieup it plugs WB pictures more 
thaw UA. 

Spieling is of the sophomoric 
school which attempts to impress 
that brushing one’s teeth will give 
a radiant smile. It’s a rather far- 
fetched hookup. Next they'll be at- 
tributing correction of fallen arches 
to toothpastes. Lyman’s band is 
just a one-to-fill, in between the 
chattering. He too is bombastically 
ballyhooed as Movieland’s Favorite 
Dance Band, and to prove the Coast 
connection his signature song is 
‘California Here I Come.’ 

There are repeated reminders to 
‘remember that the movie stars all 
use Phillips Milk of Magnesia 
toothpaste,’ and that each dressing 
room on the UA lot is equipped with 
a tube so that the players can give 
it a once-over-light before going on 
the sets. It’s all primed to bally- 
hoo radiant personality and radiant 
smileage, obtainable from a denti- 
frice tube. That's stretching it 
pretty far. Under the circumstances 
it eclipses whatever value the Ly- 
man band might have, which isn’t 
much in evidence. Abel. 
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and ‘Hollywood 


SPANISH TROUBADOURS 
And Concert Ensemble 
COMMERCIAL 

KELW, L. A. 

Only strictly Spanish-Mexican 
air program on the Coast is this 
nightly half hour sold to a Spanish 
advertising concern, with the musi- 
cal portion of the outfit repeating 
for a two-hour before-daylight 
broadcast from 4 to 6 a.m. Pro- 
gram is designed primarily for the 
large Spanish-speaking population 
of the extreme southwest. 

Announcements in Spanish are 
somewhat lengthy and precede or 
follow each musical number. Trou- 
badours are instrumentalists and 
vocalists offering a complete change 
of program nightly, as well as for 
the early morning broadcast. Pro- 


| contributions, 





it sounds), who works opposite Sul- 
livan, and, on one record, a team 
doing a Burns and Allen routine. 


Selvin’s music is corking; ar- 
rangements, style and everything 
bespeak class. Unit is ’way above 


average in-person orchestra on the 
air during the early a.m. hours, A 
chap with a pleasing tenor choruses. 
Lambert and Hillpott pour out their 
usual effective harmony. Their 
too, smacks of big 
time stuff, usually reserved for shots 
later in the day. 

Sullivan, announced 
of special material for Main Stem 
artists, does not appear to be the 
happiest choice for the m.c. comedy 
role. His style, oke for a night club, 
is a bit too Broadwayish, too brassy, 
for a morning broadcast, particu- 
larly one aimed at class of lis- 
teners interested in Kresge bar- 
gains. Voice is penetrating; rather 
unpleasantly so, via a loud speaker. 
A more subdued delivery and less 
emphasis on ‘I’ thing would help, 
if Sullivan intends to continue in 
the radio field. 

Doran, a boob, hesitant in-speech 
comic, is not of the kind usually 
heard over ether waves, but is a 
capable entry here. He teams well 
with Sullivan, and has possibilities 
for development (if he is the new- 


as a writer 


comer name would seem to in- 
dicate). 
A Mrs. Roberts delivers an ad- | 


vertising spiel on the record, while 
Sullivan and partner slip in a plug. 
Announcer also does his share of 
advertising which includes mention 
of prices. 

Real entertainment on these plat- 
ter affairs. aco. 


PIECES OF EIGHT 
Serial 
COMMERCIAL 
KNX, Hollywood 

Molded on the ‘Treasure Island’ 
theme, serial is aimed especially for 
the kids. Not particularly well 
done, but gets juvenile inzerest be- 
cause of the prize features that go 
with it. 

Paid for by a local baking con- 
cern which gives awards to the 
children getting most new custom- 
ers. Very little ingenuity seems to 
have been used in the writing of 
the serial, and with the exception 
of Lionel Belmore, who plays the 
chief pirate, the acting is not par- 
ticularly effective. . Three nights a 
week on 15-min. programs, 








JAY WHIDDEN’S ORCHESTRA 
Sustaining 
KFI and KECA, Los Angeles 

This is a new orchestra, recently 
recruited by Jay Whidden, who 
came into prominence with his 
Hotel Carleton combo in London. 
He spotted his new outfit in the 
Miramar, Santa Monica, when this 
hotel changed from its staid family 
policy to a night spot. Dance band 
is now being remoted nightly at 
different times on the two NBC out- 
lets here, KFI and KECA, 

It’s one of the smoothest combi- 
nations of the current dance bands 
in these parts. Orchestra carries 
several good singers with about 
every other number haying vocal 
interpolations either by a quartet 
or a single. Lawrence King, for- 
merly Owen McGilvary, boy singer 
of vaude, is the principal soloist. 
He has an excellent high tenor 
voice, and from the receiving end. 
of the set is a ringer for Donald 
Novis. 

Most of Whidden’s material is 
popular stuff that can be put over 
without excessive brass or blatancy. 





|; Sram has been on the air for some Sten. 
| time, but just who the 4 to 6 a.m. 
broadcast appeals to has not been 
clearly determined. Bnd aad SITTIOK ORCH. 
. - With Peter Grosso, Joan Stone, 
Doubtful if even the Spanish Vanska Cochran. 
speaking class gets up at that hour Sustaining 
to listen in. KMTR, L. A. 





PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF 
SONG 


Sustaining 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 

A very pleasing program with 
sufficient variety to satisfy is this 
combination of Stanley Morner, 
Dorothy Jubilier and the Aristo- 
crats. 


Sustaining programs of this kind 
sometimes are a bit ultra in the 
choice of numbers, but such an 
error has been avoided by the sta- 
tion’s musical director, William J. 
Benning. 

With much theatre experience to 
guide him in his selection of mu- 
sical menus, he has the knack of 
turning into the air about what the 
majority wants. 

There is a well-balanced arrange- 
ment of vocal solos and duets with 
the excellent orchestra doing its 
own share of popular hits and semi- 
classics. 





Musical outfit, formerly at the 
Town House, class L. A. hostelry, 
has a good coast rating as a dance 
band, but seems to lack something 
in its air programs. Selections, 
mostly of the semi-classic and pop 
type, were oke, but there was a 
mechanical rendition that seemed 
to say: ‘We've got to play so many 
numbers, so let’s get them over 
with.’ They lack punch and feel- 
ing. 

Program is divided into two 15 
min. intervals, with soloists changed 
for each period. Peter Grosso, 
tenor, has an unusually pleasing 
voice. His accompanist is Harold 
Curtis. Vanska Cochran, harpist, 
handles the _ stringed instrument 
satisfactorily. Second part had 
Joan Stone, soprano, soloing, and 
the Town Boys, from the band, 
warbling. 

Station announcer should wake 





has no Hollywood theatres. 


| 


I 

DEATH VALLEY DAYS 
Dramatic Sketch 
20 Minutes 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

In resuming the series this season 
Borax decided to shift from Chicago 
to the NBC studios in New York. 
With the change has come a marked 
improvement in every phase of the 





program. It’s on a weekly schedule, 
Thursdays, hitting the airlines 9 
p.m. EST. 

For two seasons Harvey Hays 


filled the ‘Old Prospector’ role, giv- | 
ing the part the exact basso twang 
he applied to ‘Old Timer,’ the nar- 
rator in the Great Northern R. R. 
series. But the characterization, 
helped by one of the most resonant 
acting voices on the air at the time, 
has clearly and definitely associated 
itself with either program. The 
present player of the ‘Old Prospec- ' 
tor’ happens to be the only weak 
link in an otherwise usually hap- 
pily gathered cast. 

Program last caught (20) carried 
the title of ‘The Little Old Lady of 
Death Valley,’ with Peggy Allenby, 
NBC's ace character player, in the 
lead. It was a yarn oozing with 
sentimentality of the hokiest sort, 
but the class of script that will find 
a ready listening mob by the parlor 
loudspeaker. Part assigned Miss 
Allenby had loads of adroitly con- 
trived dialog and she gave it a 
reading that must have had them 
sniffing in their rocking chairs. In: 
other words, it was a perfect com- 
bination of lines and actress, for 
radio. 

Tenor strumming a guitar and 
caroling hillbilly laments is used to 
open the show and between se- 
quences of the sketch. Credit copy 
is neatly and laconically devised, 
with the purpose more institutional 
than selling. Odec. 








OPTIMISTIC DOUGHNUT HOUR 


With Jack Carter, Bill Hatch’s or. 
chestra, Hattie McDaniels, Bobby 
Gross, Lew Kelly, Four Sheiks - 
Harmony and Jack Stern and 
Grace Hamilton. 


60 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
KNX, Hollywood 


This program is the oldest of its 
type on the Coast, although during 
its more than four years has under. 
gone many changes. It was stan. 
dardized for a long time as an all. 
Negro bill but in its new form is a 
well-assembled variety program, 
with several vaude names holding 
it up and bringing it under the wire 


as an excellent hour’s entertain- 

ment. It’s on Friday nights. 
Program is backgrounded by Bill 

{Hatch’s string combination, en- 


hanced for this particular spot with 
extra brass. Jack Carter, former 
English music hall performer, m.c,’s 
and handles the bill with snap. On 
night caught he did well with a 
eouple of English bally-ass types 
of songs, one of which was original, 
Hebe chatter is in from Bobby 
Gross with Lew Kelly handling the 
Irish end. Hattie McDaniels, col- 
ored, sang a couple of good torch 
numbers and cross-fired with Car- 
ter with passable Negro dialect 
stuff. Four Sheiks of Harmony, 
colored quartet, are jake in South- 
ern ballads with Jack Stern and 
Grace Hamilton rounding out a well 


balanced program with popular 
songs and domestic patter. 
All in all, it’s excellent air fare 


due to its tempo and the brevity 
of the announcements. Unlike most 
of the air variety programs here- 
abouts the wisecracks are almost 
new. 





New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially 
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THURSDAY, OCT. 
‘Whitman’s Melodies’ (CBS). Jack | 0 


| Denny's band and vocalists spon- 


urdays. 





up to the fact that United Artists | 
i through 


sored by Stephen F. Whitman & 
Son, candy manufacturers. Orig- 
inating from WABC, N. Y., 8:45 to 
I p. m., EST. 

SUNDAY, OCT. 30 

‘Canada Dry Revue’ (CBS). Can- 
ada Dry Ginger Ale debuts its show 
on this network with Jack Denny 
and the Ted Weems band, over 
the basic network and outlets in 
Montreal, Toronto, Minneapolis and 
Atlantic City. Originating from 
WABC, N. Y.,, Sundays from 10 to 
10:30 p. m., and Thursday from 
8:15 to 8:45 p. m., EST. 

‘Jungle Thrills’ (NBC). Frank 
Buck will do the adventure spieling 
on this session for A. C. Gilbert, 
with the hookup taking in the basic 
red, the northwest, the orange and 
KFSD, KTHS, KOA and KSL. Or- 
iginating from WEAF, New York, 
5:45 to 6 p. m., EST. 

MONDAY, OCT. 31 


‘Musteroleans’ (CBS). The Mus- 
terole Co. of Cleveland returns the 
previous Absorbine, Jr., combina- 
tion, Whispering Jack Smith, the 
Humming Birds (Dorothy Greeley, 
contralto; Margeret Speaks, so- 
prano; Katherine Cavalli, mezzo 
soprano) and Arnold Johnson's or- 
chestra, for two quarter hour 
periods a week, Mon. and Wed., 
over 22 stations. Originating from 
WABC, N. Y., 8 p. m., EST. 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 2 

‘The Fitch Professor’ (CBS). 
Fitch Co. of Des Moines, hair tonic, 
resumes the weekly morning musi- 
cale out of the CBS studios in Chi- 
cago, 10:30 to 10:45 EST. 


MONDAY, NOV. 7 
‘Adventures of Bud Rogers’ 
(CBS). Kellogg Co. has this dra- 


matization of the newspaper strip 
clocked for five times a week over 


20 stations. Through WABC, N. Y., 
7:15 to 7:30 p. m., EST. 
THURSDAY, NOV. 10 


‘International Special’ (CBS). In- 
ternational Silver Co. of Meriden, 
Conn., has Tony Wons spotted for 
a two-week campaign over 53 sta- 
tions, Thursdays, Fridays and Sat- 
Originating from WABC, 
N. Y., 9:30 to 9:45 a. m., EST. West 
coast gets this broadcast 12:15 to 
13:30, EST. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 12 

‘Carborundum Band’ (CBS). Car- 
borundum company brings this one 
out of Niagara Falls for a 15-sta- 
tion hookup. Comes through WABC, 
N. Y., 9:30 to 10 p. m., EST. 

SUNDAY, NOV. 13 

‘Smith Brothers—Trade and Mark’ 
(NBC). Coughdrop maker’s pro- 
gram, slated for 20 weeks, offers a 
Nat Shilkret orchestra with Billy 
Hillpot and Scrappy Lambert over 
a hookup that takes in WJZ, WBZ, 
WBZA, WBAL, WHAM, KDKA, 
WIR, KYW, KWK, WREN, KOIL 
and KWRC. Originating from WJZ, 


N. Y., 9:16 to 9:30 p. m., EST. 
FRIDAY, NOV. 18 


‘Big Six of the Air with Al Jolson’ 
(NBC). Chevrolet has contracted 
time for this one over a period of 
39 weeks with the hookup extending | 
the basic red, the north- 





west, the southeast, the south cen- 
‘ral, the southwest, the mountain, 
the orange links and KFSD and 

KTAR. Program besides Jolson will 
carry an orchestra and quartet. 
Originating from WEAF, N. Y., 10 
to 10:30 p. m., EST. 


Musterole Metis: 
Absorbine’s Air Cast 


Ether bill formerly supported by 
Absorbine, Jr., has been taken over 
by Musterole for a 26-week run on 
Columbia starting Monday (31). It 
comprises Whispering Jack Smith, 
the Humming Birds and Arnold 
Johnson’s orchestra. 

Hookup gives the program 
15-minute periods, Monday 
Wednesday nights. 


two 
and 





Jean Calloway Stricken 
Waterloo, Ia., Oct. 24, 

Stricken with peritonitis, Jean 
Calloway, New York, who was play- 
ing here with her orchestra, was 
taken from the Waterloo dance pav- 
ilion and is now at Allen Memorial 
hospital. . 

Necessary for her to remain here 
at least a week, orchestra going on 
alone. 


Literati 


(Continued from page 47) 
tyros how to scribble in acceptable 
fashion, : 

James Waterman Wise’s 
‘Opinion,’ has gone monthly. 

Annual meeting of the Dramatists’ 
Guild is at the Hotel Shelton to- 
day (Tuesday). 

The Ives Washburns back at their 
city shack. 

Sinclair Lewis down with the flu 
at his Austrian place. 

So many books on bridge; 
reads them all? 

Chalk up 75 
lantic Monthly.’ 

Faith Baldwin lecturing. 

S. S. Van Dine’s ‘The Kennel 
Murder Case’ is definitely his last. 
He now becomes his own self, Wil- 
lard Huntington Wright. 

Gilbert Seldes invites contribs to 
the new ‘Americana.’ 

Knopf has Max Ewing’s 
novel, ‘Going Somewhere.’ 

Valentine Williams likes to write 
plays, but novels earn him a living. 

Morris L. Ernst has a new col- 
laborator in Alexander Lindey. 

‘The Best Short Shorts of 1932’ 
anthology which Putnam’s issues 
soon, will contain a piece by Rube 
Gqldberg, of all people! 

With his ‘Give Us Heroes’ on the 
press, David Cort has thought of a 
new title for his book. 

Gertrude Atherton, in Frisco, 
honored with a ‘Gertrude Atherton 
Day’ by the League of American 


mag, 


who 


years for the ‘At- 


first 


was 


‘Pen Women there. 
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NETS’ INCOME 


DENTED: IN 
SEPT. 





Both NBC and Columbia went 


through September with their in- 
geome from time sales pretty well 
dented. NBC clip in revenue, as 
compared to Sept., 1931, amounted 
to 6%, while the drop suffered by 
CBS was 27.9%. Despite these de- 
ereases the networks jointly show 
a jump of 13.7% for the first nine 
months of 1932. 

September gross by NBC on facil- 
jties totaled $1,807,795, as compared 
to the same 1931 month’s income of 
$1,951,826. At CBS the total paid 
by commercials for hookups reached 
$682,546 for the month, with that 
network’s intake for the correspond- 
jng month the year before $789,160. 

Each chain is still maintaining 
a firm stride on the year’s business 
to date. Up to Oct. 1, NBC had ac- 
cumulated total from time sources 
of $20,487,211 as against $18,216,860 
for the same stretch last year, or 
an increase this year of 13.6%. 

From Jan. 1, of this year to the 
end of September, CBS has accum- 
ulated $9,505,474 as compared with 
$7,218,914 for the first nine months 
of 1931, an increase of 13.8%. 


Isham 
Jones 


Currently at the 
Hollywood Restaurant 
t New York 
indefinitely 


JACK DENNY 


AiiD ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Whitman Candy 
® (Oct. 27) 


Management M. C. A, 


TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 
























































WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” } 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU. WATCHIN’? 




















Lee 
Wiley 


“The South in My Soul” 


WEAF 


Ponds, Friday, 9:30 P. M. 














ART LINICK 


In His Original Character 


MR. SCHLAGENHAUER’ 


Sponsored by TASTYEAST 
5.90 P. M. to 5.15 P. M. CST 
WBBM—Chicago 








Reader Reaction 





Chicago, Oct. 24. 
Reason for the Chicago 
*Tribunte’ reversing a five-year 


antagonism toward listing ra- 
dio programs is being told in 
radio cirel-s here as an amus- 


ing anecdote on Col. Robert 
McCormick, the publisher. 

About two weeks ago he was 
at home alone and decided to 
listen to the radio. As it hap- 
pened, there wasn’t a newspa- 
per inwhis home except the 
‘Tribune’ and he was conse- 
quently unable to look up and 
sec what was on the radio 
generally or his own WGN in 
particular. 

Visualizing the probable re- 
sult of other persons finding 
themselves in a similar pre- 
dicament the decision to hence- 
forth list radio programs in 
the ‘Trib’ followed. 


BELIEVE PRESS BEHIND 
RADIO LEGISLATION 


Birmingham, Oct. 24. 

Bill taxing broadcasting stations, 
introduced in the special session of 
the legislature, has been killed for 
the present session. Radio stations 
believe, however, that it will be re- 
introduced at the coming session. 
The bill levies a 5% gross tax on 
stations as well as a tax of $100 per 
yedr on announcers and $25 on en- 
gineers. 

It is hinted around that newspa- 
pers are back of the bill and will 
see that it is brought up at the next 
session. 


PRESS-OWNED RADIO 
STATIONS IN CONFAB 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Walter J. Damm, of the Milwau- 
kee ‘Journal’ and Station WTMJ, 
called a secret meeting last Thurs- 
day in the Sherman hotel here of 
newspaper-owned radio stations. 
Understood this group is not satis- 
fied with the terms offered by the 
ASCAP, despite large rebates. 

They object to provisions calling 
for guarantees and immediate mini- 
mum boost in total fees. Conversa- 
tions may lead to formation of a 
Newspaper-Owned Radio Stations 
Association. 


Smith Band Gets CBS 
Saturday Night Hookup 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 


Stanley Smith’s orchestra, open- 
ing Oct. 31 at the Biltmore Garden 
room, gets a national hookup over 
CBS on Saturday nights as a build- 
up. 

Band was booked in by Tommy 
Lee, son of Don Lee, coast. CBS 
partner, and Biltmore will switch 
wires from KFWB to KJH Oct. 31. 
On Saturday nights at 9:30 a half 
hour program will go east. First 
program will be released Nov. 5, 
night of the USC-California foot- 
ball game, when the band will play 
from the Sala de Ora instead of 
the Garden room because of the 
anticipated crowd of grid cele- 
brants. 


























Francis, Daniels with 
NBC; Sponsors Sought 


Hollywood, Oct. 24, 











Kay Francis, currently in New 
| York, will make two commercial 
| broadcasts during the next three 
| weeks for NBC, which is trying to 
| line-up a sponsor or spot her in an 
existing program. 

NBC will also try to get a spon- 
sor for Bebe Daniels, who is op- 
|tioned for 12 broadcasts. Actress 
is now in Warners’ ‘42nd Street,’ 
| which finishes in about 10 days. 


Gershwin Comm’!? 


NBC is putting on another audi- 
tion for Squibbs toothpaste, framed 
around George Gershwin, both con- 
| ducting and piano soloing, Nelson 

Eddy, baritone, and Graham Mc- 








| Namee, 

Previous session proposed by the 
! - ° . 
network was a 15-minute affair 


headlining Johr Charles Thomas, 


| the RKO Palace because they want 
|a vaudeville type of musician to 








| air. Coast 


California, entered the studio he 


‘OLSEN-JOHNSON WANT | 
VODE PEP FOR POR AUDITION 
| 


Radio's New Variety Show Trend 
Proves Break for Vaude Talent 


S ” Chie: ago, Oct. 24 





Olsen and Johnson will give an 
audition to-morrow (25) in Cleve- + —————— 
land for Dutch Cleanser. Milton 
Schwartzwald joins them there Old Gold’s Script Show | Variety show idea for each pro- 


specially to conduct the musical 7 gram, with a permanent orchestral 
“ For Air Comeback on CBS | combo and m.c. as the nucleus, is 
Nut comics declined to stage an | ; . | spreading among network commer- 
old Gold is to return to the ether cials. First of the major accounts 
again via CBS with the signaturing | to put the policy into effect this 
season was Fleischmann's Yeast 
and the latest sponsors to adopt it 
|} are Jo-Cur hair wave and Linit. 
| that it has been auditioning the past It’s the old picture house pres- 
; entation scheme of maintaining a 
regular band and m.c. and framing 
- |} a new show around them with an 
On their recent appearances with | _ ; } entirely different set of specialty 
the Fleischman hour Olsen and | °°": workers each week. In radio these 
Johnson felt that Rudy Vallee’s | had an astrologer, Lorna Fontain, | in and outers will continue to come 


audition for NBC in Chicago on 
their recent appearance there at 
of contracts depending on how soon 





. the account okays the script show 
cue an@ support their stuff. Vin- : 


cent Lopez was suggested to them | 
but vetoed by Olsen and Johnson | two weeks. 
who felt a dance orchestra wouldn't Cigaret 
be right. 


hasn't 
merchandizing 


ether 
the past two sea- 
Last program it bankrolled | 


done any 











dreamy style of music cramped |and prior to that it sponsored Paul! under the heading of ‘guest ar- 
them. Whiteman. | tists.. One thing this policy will 
____| tend to do is give many more vaude 
° ° | Dersermere a crack at the mike on 
In } real national hookups and also a 
side Stuff—Radio | chance to build themselves for boxe 

| office. 
Frequent changes of the program 
i : : : is also opening the way for book- 
There's no easier way for a radio artist to put himself in a ticklish Spot! ing offices outside the Sreniar~ to 


than by getting chummy with an exec in a network booking or program ; . . 
department. Social contact tags him automatically as the other fellow’s my a po gee trig ae a 
man, and the department colleague immediately starts giving the artist represents bookings from three dit. 
the cold shoulder, It’s an envy founded on the stiff rivalry existing ferent sources. 
among the men in each of these two departments, with the artist unfairly Fleischmann hour maintains Rudy 
penalized in many instances, Vallee permanently, while the Linit 

If the mike performer oy orchestra conductor appears quite friendly| show will be built around Fred 
with one artists’ service exec, the other members of the staff make it Allen, his wife, Portland Hoffa, Ann 
a practice of never proposing the performer or leader for a program] Leaf and the Louis Katzman or- 
they are handling, even if the former would fit in the bill perfectly.| chestra. Jo-cur Sunday matinee 
Same attitude prevails upon dramatic show producers, particularly. These show carries an 18-piece orchestra 
directors of the spoken work have built up iron-bound cliques of their| under Victor Arden and Jimmy 
own, with actors not on the inside finding it practically impossible to Lyons as m.c. on the regular pay- 
crash the inner circle. roll, 

At NBC, for instance, there are about a half dozen dramatic players 
who are to be found included in almost every sustaining or commercial 
script now staged from the inside. These have created a sort of closed Hollywood, Oct. 24, 
union of their own, mopping up on the vast majority of assignments Three musical numbers in Radio’s 
available, and if extra parts are to be filled the break is limited to their ! ‘Phantom Fame,’ include two 
friends. As comparatively small as is the stipend per program for | dances, and the song, ‘Oh Mr. Car- 
dramatic players around the networks, the members of this inner circle | penter.’ 
are known to have averaged as high at $800 each a week. Lupe Velez sings the latter by 
Harry Akst and Edward Eliscu, 

Newspaper ownership of radio has its distadvantages, too, the Pitts-|——— = 
burgh ‘Sun-Telegraph,’ Hearst daily, learned last week. Daily controls 
WCAE, one of the two NBC outlets there, and trouble arose over Henry 
Ford's scheduled talk in behalf of President Hoover’s election. 

Station accepted Ford address, with newspapers giving it a big play, 
only to discover that it had a 15-minute local commercial scheduled for 
the first half of the time allotted to Ford. When informed that WCAE 
could take only the last section of the Ford address, NBC officials wired 
back the station that it would be better to cancel the talk entirely. 

It so happened that the Democratic nominee, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
was speaking there the same night at a big open-air gathering at Forbes 





‘Phantom Fame’ Music 

















JESSIE 





SISTERS 








Field, where 30,000 flocked to hear him. + 

Listeners-in, when they learned the Ford address had been cancelled, CBS—WARC 
deluged the ‘Sun Tele’ with phone calls, blaming the local daily for par- TYDOL JUBILEE 
lisanship. ‘Sun-Tele’ is, of course, a Democratic paper and hundreds of Mort ; 
protesting Republicans insisted the Ford address had been maliciously ae, Wed, Ty VEO FE 
stricken from ihe local waves. + + 


Personal Management ED WOLF 














When it comes to racial dialects before the mike NBC now believes it 
most expedient to go after the real thing and pass up resorting to char- 
acter actors. New policy has been introduced by George Engels, NBC 
v.p. in charge of the artists’ service. 

It is the Engels’ contention that a member of the race designated in 
the script who has retained a natural disposition toward that race’s 
lingual characteristics in his English speech will fill the. mike bill far 
more specifically. If the script, for instance, calls for a Swede role the 
network will from now on bring in a native-born Swede to fill the part. 
That is, if he has the ability to read his lines with the required interpre- 
tation. 

Network gave the idea a tryout on the Buick audition and it proved 
satisfactory all around. For his initial script Fraser Hunt framed a nar- 
rative dealing with his interview at one time with the boy Chinese em- 
peror. To give the dramatized phases of the interview an air of veri- 
similitude the artists’ service assigned the part of the ruler to a young 
Chinese student whose limited mastery of English speech filled in nicely. 








“The Voice of 
Experience” 








WOR Daily at 12 Noon 
Also Saturday 6:30 to 7 P.M. 





An unusual series, running the 
entire gamut of human emotions 











Management 
ELMER A. ROGERS 
18 E. 4ist St., New York City 


Possibly a lesson in the newspapers’ estimated 12,000 Army-Pittsburgh 
attendance for those colleges which have seen fit to bar microphones |* 
from the stadiums. Theory has been that heralded broadcasting reduces 
the urge to be present in person. 

The decision at West Point to keep its gridiron appointment with the 
Panthers off the air may have impressed the public with tthe idea that 
the meeting couldn’t be so vital a sporting matter. Of course, the price 
scale for the game, around $4.50, could have had something to do with the 
scant crowd, too. But radio has been doing much to impress the nation 
with the idea that if it’s important it’ll be on the air and, perhaps, the 
colleges should think twice before ignoring that angle. 
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TED FIORITO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL ST. FRANCIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


BROADCASTING 


M.J.B. Demi-Tasse Revue, NBC, 
Monday Nights 


Columbia Network, Saturday Nights 


CBS-Don a Chain, Nightly, 
0 P.M. PST 


ae Strike 
Mgt. MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


00-4-0-4-0-00066-4-0-0000-0006-64 


THREE LITTLE GIRLS 
OF RADIO LAND, 


THREE SINGING GIRLS 
WHO HARMONIZE GRAND! 


Net 
a WABC wok 


Friday, 2 P. M.—Saturday, 9.15 P. M. 
Sunday, 8 P. M. 





Any talk of television or anything else to displace radio as a popular 
entertainment is obviously extraneous in view of the increase of 40% in 
sales, since 1928, of radio sets. With the prices down, the extra radio in 
the bedroom has become the thing replacing the 1929 boom era slogan 
about the two-car family, ete. The average household now has an extra 
receiving set in every bedroom and those miniature, book-size sets are 
now spotted on the business men’s desks, and are also portably em- 
ployed at the dinner table, on occasion, so that the host can tune at will 
without getting up. These are all supplementary to the parlor radio in 
the average house. 
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Los Angeles cops finally did prevent James W. Ford, candidate for 
v. p. on the Communist ticket, from speaking over KNX, Los Angeles. 
When the gendarmes previously tried to get the station to cancel, the 
studio retorted that the rules of the Federal Radio Commission made the 
granting of mike privileges to all political candidates compulsory. Proxy 
picked to read the Ford speech was also barred by the police from the 


toss, Communist campaign mer. for Southern 
was taken in tow and jugged for a while | 
at the Wilshire police station in L. A. | 


on | with 


When this lad, Lawrence 





Rare case of a broadcaster petitioning FRC to decrease operating RAY BLOCH 
| power of its transmitter is the application of KOB, New Mexico College Pianist-Arranger 
of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, Albuquerque, N. M. Station wants “HEARING IS BELIEVING” 





to lower its current kilowattage from 20 to 10. 
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6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
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MBER MUSIC SURVEY 


‘THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORT s 
OF SALES MADE DURING SEPTEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 
























































tail end of the warm season ex- | 

panded into a glow of activity as Reported by Leading Jobbers 

the month of September drew to a | 

close. Aside from the usual fall | aaa —__»-—— duns Rae 

pickup, the big incentive here was | NEW YORK. | CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 

po at sgaa Mew prt cigar beet SONG—No. 1 ‘We Just Couldn’t Say Good-bye’ ‘We Just Couldn't Say Good-bye’ ‘We Just Couldn’t Say Good-bye’ 

field failed to match this pace. SONG—No. 2 ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ - ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ ‘Masquerade’ a 
Of the lead folios on the list | SONG—No. 3 ‘Say It Isn't So’ ‘Masquerade’ ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ Bs 

‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ im- | SONG—No. 4 ‘Masquerade’ ‘Three's a Crowd’ ‘Say It Isn't So’ — 

pressed notably with the way it | SONG—No. 5 ‘Three’s a Crowd’ Goofus’ ‘Strange Interlude’ — 

staunchly continued to sell. Indica- | SONG—No. 6 —— 


tions are that this smalltown ditty 
will take the current year's record 
for maintaining inclusion among the 
blue ribbon sextet over a period of 
months. First two weeks of October 
found this number climbing better 
than ever in the less thickly popu- 
lated spots. 

Revised best seller list for Sept- 
ember has the ‘Shanty’ glorification 
nudged down to second place and 
Berlin's ‘Say It Isn’t So’ slotted 
under it and on the way to top- 
mount the ladder for the first half 
of October. Feist’s ‘Masquerade’ 


had been. moved from second to 
fourth slot and ‘Three's a Crowd’ 
(Witmark) had become an easy 
fifth. 


Grouped just behind the top sell- 
ing six were ‘Strange Interlude’ 
(Miller), ‘I Can’t Believe It’s True’ 
(Feist), ‘I'll Never Be the Same’ 
(Robbins), ‘Three on a Match’ (De- 
Sylva), ‘So Ashamed’ (Ager), and 
‘As You Desire Me’ (Keit-Engel). 
Figured to wind up the current page 
of the calendar among the blue rib- 
bon sextet is ‘Put Out the Lights’ 
(Harms). 

In the disc section Rudy Vallee 
covered both first and second nota- 
tions for Columbia, as did Paul 
Whiteman for Victor, while the Guy 
Lombardo was the Brunswick main- 
stay. 





Chi Also Up 
Chicago, Oct. 24. 

September showed some seasonal 
improvement but nothing to brag 
about. It was not as proportionately 
good an increase over August as 
August had been over July. 

Local favorites continue to hold a 
few niches but essentially the lead- 
ers are the usual ones. Armstrong, 
Vallee and Lewis on Columbia, Ol- 
sen and Whiteman on Victor, Lom- 
bardo and Mills Bros. on Brunswick 
are still dominant. 





Coast Oxe Too 
Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 
September music sales continued 
better than the previous month with 
counters all along the Coast pepped 
up at the prospect of a profitable 
winter. Top tunes had little com- 
petition from the rest of the list. 
Little change in amount of disc 
business. 





Roof Garden’s New Owner 


San Francisco, Oct. 24, 
Roof Garden cafe gets new owner 
and reopening Oct. 29 when Bud 
Hutchins takes over the night spot. 
He's putting in his own band. 








“Underneath the Harlem 
Moon” 

“We're Alone” 

“Ah, But I’ve Learned” 

“When I’m Sippin’ a Soda 
With Susie” 

“Who'd Believe” 

“I Cannot Tell You Why” 

“You're a Symphony of Love” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








JACK DUNN 
and HIS ORCHESTRA 
89th Week, Rainbow Gardens 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF, 
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‘Love Me Tonioht’ (Robbins) 





‘Sav _ It Isn’t So’ 


‘Love Me Toniaht’ (Robbins) 








3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


sales, both 


sides are mentioned: 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘V’ll Never Be the Same,’ ‘Couldn't Say 
Good-bye’ (Guy Lombardo Orch.) 


‘We Couldn’t Say Good-bye’ 
Lombardo Orch.) 


(Guy 


‘We Couldn’t Say Good-bye’ (Guy Lom. 
bardo Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘Say It Isn’t So,’ ‘Got You Where |! 
Want You’ (Ozzie Nelson Orch.) 


‘V’'ll Never Be the 
bardo Orch.) 


Same’ (Guy Lom- 


‘Love Me Tonight’. (Robbins) 


( Bing 
Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


‘It Don’t Mean a Thing,’ ‘Coney Island 
Washboard’ (Mills Brothers) 


‘Say It Isn’t So’ (Ozzie Nelson Orch.) 


‘Bugle Call Rag’ (Mills Brothers) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘| Guess I’ll Have to Change My Plan,’ 
‘As Long as Lives On’ (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch.) 


‘Bugle Call Rag’ (Mills Brothers) 





‘Have to Change My Plan’ (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 5 


‘Love Me Tonight,’ ‘isn’t It Romantic’ 
(Jacques Renard Orch.) 


["Farec's a Crowd’ (Tom Gerun’s Orch.) 


‘Three’s a Crowd’ (Tom Gerun’s Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘The Old Man of the 
Mountain’ (Mills Brothers) 


| ‘Coney Island. Washboard’ (Mills 
Brothers) ° 





‘Tea for Two’ (Don Redmond Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘Guess I’ll Have to Change My Plans,’ 
‘Maori’ (Rudy Vallee) 


‘Sweethearts on Parade’ (Louis Arm- 
strong Orch.) 


‘Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 


‘Strange Interlude,’ ‘Same Old Moon’ 
(Rudy Vallee) 


‘Maori’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


‘Have to Change My Plan’ 
Vallee Orch.) 


(Rudy 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘We Just Couldn’t Say Good-bye,’ 
‘Good-bye to Love’ (Fred Martin 
Orch.) 


‘Hell’s Bells’ (Art Kassel Orch.) 


‘Something in the Night’ (Lee Morse) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘Sheltered by the Stars,’ ‘Another Night 
Alone’ (Roger Wolfe Kahn Orch.) 


‘Old Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


‘It Was So Beautiful’ (Harry Richman) 





COLUMBIA—No. 5 


‘Let’s Have a Party,’ ‘Old Man of the 
Mountain’ (Joe Hayes Orch.) 


‘it Was So Beautiful’ (Harry Richman) 


‘Shine’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘It Was So Beautiful,’ ‘I! Love a Parade’ 
(Harry Richman) 


ere Interlude’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
Orch.) 


Gems (Savoy Hotel 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘ll Never Be the Same,’ ‘Couldn’t Say 
Good-bye’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) 


‘Sweethearts Forever’ (Wayne King 


Orch.) 


‘Say It Isn’t So’ (George Olsen Orch.) 























(George Olsen Orch.) 





Orch.) 


VICTOR--No. 2 ‘Three on a Match,’ ‘Here’s Hoping’ |‘Everybody Sez | Love You’ (Isham /|‘We Couldn’t Say Good-bye’ (Paul 
(Paul Whiteman Orch.) Jones Orch.) Whiteman Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 3 ‘So Ashamed,’ ‘My Heart’s at Ease’|‘All-American Girl’ (George Olsen|‘Three on a Match’ (Paul Whiteman 
(Ruby Newman Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 4 ‘As You Desire Me,’ ‘The Lady | Love’|‘l’ll Never Be the Same’ (Paul White- |‘As You Desire Me’ (Russ Columbo) 
(Russ Columbo) man Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 5 ‘Music Everywhere,’ ‘And Still | Care’|‘Say It Isn’t So’ (George Olsen Orch.) |‘Good Night Vienna’ (London Mayfair 
(Isham Jones Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Say It Isn’t So,’ ‘Love Me Tonight’|‘Three on a Match’ (Paul Whiteman|‘She Didn’t Say Yes’ (Leo Reisman 





Orch.) 





GRANLUND BOWS OUT OF 
HOLLYWOOD RESTURANT 


Last week, at NTG’s valedictory 
to the ‘kids’ in the NTG revue at 
the Hollywood restaurant, witnessed 


a sob scene at the formal parting 
between the m. c. and the chorus 
as it was staged during the after- 
noon when the entire revue was 
called together. It was announced 
that NTG (Nils T. Granlund) had 
sold out his interest in the Holly- 
wood restaurant and with it another 
m. c. would pace the show and the 
radio frolics nightly. 

Since Granlund staged, produced 
and engaged all the talent for the 
elaborate floor show at the Holly- 
wood, the parting was accompanied 
by a Niagara of tears from the com- 
pany. 

Granlund may go to the Coast 
for a brief vacash, although he has 
|}plans to reopen a similarly elab- 
jorate popular priced restaurant 
;across the street from the Holly- 
| wood restaurant, on the second floor 
|of the Brill building (1619 Broad- 


| way) along the lines of the Holly- 


| wood which too is an upstairs eat- 
}ery with a 1,200 capacity. It witl 
similarly feature a $1.50-$2 club 
dinner, no couvert, relying on the 
costly floor show to bring in enough 








trade to make it worth while all 
around. 
Nicky Blair will be associated 


with NTG in the new venture anl 
Paul Whiteman is being approached 
to purvey the dance music, rely- 
ing on the maestro’s name for im- 
mediate sock draw. 

The Hollywood's policy, with its 
gross of $20,000 a week, some weeks 
just for food and minerals, sans 
_couvert and no selling, has already 





inspired a copy by the Club Lido 
| Gardens at 52nd street and 7th ave- 
|nue. NTG plans calling his spot 
| the Paradise. 

| Joe Moss and Jacob Amron con- 
‘trol the Hollywood, with NTG i 
ifor a ‘piece. Granlund and Moss 


| got along all right, but it’s been _no 





secret that the m. c. and Amron 
didn’t click which was one reason 
for the split-up. 

The Hollywood restaurant show 
since its opening three weeks ago 
has been revamped, Olive Borden, 
from pictures, dropping out as 
headliner. Her nervousness on a 
floor was such that it upset the 
rest of the company. The film girl’s 
voice also went awry and although 
she came back for another try one 
night, after resting up for a few 
days, she decided to bow out alto 
gether. 

Fowler and Tamara have been 
elevated to top billing with the rest 
of the show as is, plus Isham Jones 
orchestra, 


Billy Curtis Back—Ill 


After a couple of years in the 
west Billy Curtis has been returned 
to New York. He is at the City 


Hospital, Welfare Island (New York 
City) and expected to be operated 
upon there. It is his fifth opera- 
tion, either east or west, for rupture. 

Curtis was among the pioneer 
cabaret agents of the metropolis. At 
one time he led the flock by a big 
margin. Through no fault of his 
own the Curtis agency fell upon 
tough times in the slack cabaret 
days of some years ago when the 
change went into effect for night 
clubs. 








Soph Quits Par Grill 


Sophie Tucker quit at the Para- 
mount Grill last night (Monday). 
Leave-taking was by mutual ar- 
rangement. 

Miss Tucker opens at the Va- 
lencia, Jamaica, Saturday (29) and 
will follow with a week at the Para- 
mount, N. Y. 





Latest campaign song adopted by 
the Democrats is titled ‘Your 
toosevelt and Mine’; written by a 
couple of Brooklyn boys, Morris 
Pearlman and Wesley Ossman, 


Night Spots on Coast 
Backfire on Raiders 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Steps to stop the fun Federal 
prohibs and local police have been 
having in their repeat raids on Hol- 
lywood’s night spots as a part of 
the pre-election gesture of Mayor 
John C. Porter, have been taken by 
the B. B. B., cellar cafe which the 
mop-up squad has pounced upon for 
the third time in three weeks. Mo- 
tion to show cause why the Feds 
and police should not be restrained 
from entering and raiding the place 
comes up Oct. 24 for decision before 
Federal Judge William P. James. 

In the third raid early Friday 
(14) B. B. Berman and Sam Rosen, 
managers, and Ray Ries, head 
waiter, were arrested and released 
on $1,500 bonds. Other all-night 
places that have been victims of 
the raiders recently are the Back 
Yard, a three-timer, and Bal Tab- 
arin, which got in dutch its premiere 
night. 

At the hearing of the first Back 
Yard case the U. S. commissioner 
ruled that one bottle of liquor on a 
table does not constitute a nuisance. 

B. B. B.’s had its first encounter 
with the Feds immediately follow- 
ing a Mickey Finn incident, in which 
a writer, an agent and an actress 
were concerned, the latter getting 
the knockout. 


$50 to $150 for Singer 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

Superior Court Judge Parker 
Wood has been petitioned to ap- 
prove the contract of Leah Ray 
Hubbard, 17-year-old singer known 
as Leah Ray, with the Ambassado-: 
Hotel Operating Co. 

Contract, which started Sept. 9, 
runs until Dec. 30 with an additional 
six months if the Ambassador takes 
up its option. Beginning at $50 a 
week, it went to $75 on Oct. 7. Miss 
Ray will get $150 if she is retained 
at Cocoanut Grove after the first of 











the year, 


AL DUBIN EAST ON 
NEW WITMARK DEAL 


Hollywoed, Oct. 24. 

His contract with Witmark’s up, 
Al Dubin left Saturday (22), for 
New York, to talk terms on a new 
deal. New contract calls for less 
money. Dubin’s song partner, Harry 
Warren, left for New York, Wednes- 
day (19), although he’s tied up with 
Witmark’s until Jan. 1. 

Tune pair return here in January, 
for another musical at Warners. 
They wrote five numbers for ‘42nd 
Street.’ 

















Age 


Not Impossible with This Catalogue 
PLAY, FIDDLE, PLAY 
FIRE IN MY HEART 
TOM THUMB’S DRUM 

BELLE OF BARCELONA 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
(Keep on Croonin’) 


New Dance Orchestrations 
40c Each; Any 3 for $1.00 
No Free Copies 


Edward B. Marks 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
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Clark's Appointment to Head WB 


Music Group Has Radio Tax Angle 





With the main objective, that of 
finding ways and means to increase 
the income from performing, me- 
chanical and foreign rights, War- 
ner Brothers has designated Walter 
Clark, formerly with Victor Phono- 
graph, as supervisory head of all 


the producing company’s music pub- 
lishing interests. Clark will serve 
as the exclusive contact between 
these music subsids and Harry M: 
Warner, who did the appointing. 
Clark is scheduled to step into the 
job Nov. 1. 

Though retaining the title of v. p. 
and general manager of the Music 
Publishing Holding Corp., which 
represents the WB complete control 
of Remick, Harms and Witmark, 
and a half interest in Famous Music 
Corp., Buddy Morris under the new 
arrangement will confine his author- 
ity to the publishing and selling 
operations of Witmark and Remick. 
That will leave Henry Spitzer, as 
general manager of Harms, pretty 
much to his own devices and report- 
ing only to Clark on important ques- 
tions of policy. 

Society Slant 


What influenced Harry Warner 
most in his decision to bring Clark 
in, was the proposition made recent- 
ly by the radio interests for the per- 
forming rights to the Remick, 
Harms and Witmark catalogs. Major 
part of the Clark assignment will 
be to give thorough study to the 
income iikely to be derived as a 
member of the American Society as 
compared to the guarantees offered 
by the broadcasters now trying to 
organize their own performing rights 
combine. It will also devolve upon 
Clark to make a survey of the for- 
eign possibilities and devise means 
of increasing the Warner group in- 
come from that source. 

With all other publishers Warner 
Brothers has been asked by the 
American Society to signature the 
10-year renewal contract, effective 
with the expiration of the current 
agreement, which is Dec. 31, 1935. 
Picture producers have advised the 
Society directors that this date is 
too far in advance for them to enter 
into an extended agreement and 
that it preferred to leave the mat- 
ter in abeyance until a much later 
date. 

New director of the WB music in- 
terests formerly managed the art- 
ists and repertoire dept. for Victor 
in Camden and is a brother of Alfred 
Clark, the managing director of the 
Gramophone Co. of England, the 
British branch of RCA Victor. 





More Openings 





Among the new openings in the 
New York band field one of the 
most spectacular was Harry Barris’ 
at the Park Central hotel roof Fri- 
day (21) amidst a Cocoanut Grove 
setting, a somewhat Fanchon & 
Marco duplicate of the Los Angeles 
Biltmore’s C. G. Barris, originally 
one of the Paul Whiteman Rhythm 
Boys, has a nice little combo about 
him, and also his wife, Loyce 
Whiteman, as featured songstress, 
which isn’t the least of the spot’s 
attractions. 

The night previously the Anson 
Weeks band from the Hotel Mark 
Hopkins, San Francisco, came into 
the Hotel St. Regis. It’s just the 
type of band for a class spot such 
as this. Weeks is not new to New 
York, having been here previously 
at the Roosevelt. 

The week before another turnout 
was for Roger Wolfe Kahn at the 
Hotel Pensylvania grill. Kahn had 
Mayor McKee and an equally ultra 
Premiere attendance. 

Sophie Tucker’s start at the Par- 
amount hotel grill was a No. 2 
‘opening’, as but a few days before 
Eddie Jackson, Ozzie Nelson’s orch 
and Harriet Hilliard had been, in- 
ducted into the spot by Nat Harris. 

New York nite life is beginning 
to hum with the class speaks still 
doing the bulk trade, but class 
rooms like the El Garron, El Patio 
and Montparnasse are catching. 
They're all couvert spots. 


E. E. Davis, Suicide 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 
Eugene E. Davis, 62, head of the 
Davis Musical College, Los Angeles, 
committed suicide Oct. 23 by shoot- 
bw Baten at his home in Burbank, 
alif. 
tack on Oct. 19, 





A widow survives. 








He had suffered a heart at- | 
‘vising recordings. 


Taking Everything 





Both parties are itaking 
everything in the way of po- 
litico plug songs. Figured it’s 
good publicity, regardless. The 
Socialists have none, but 
there’s about a score of ditties 
extolling the Dem. and Rep. 
candidates. 

Each song also carries with 
it the wrinkle of the music 
publisher’s plugging represent- 
ative making the rounds of the 
city desks as ‘publicity man- 
ager for a new political song,’ 
as a means of getting a news- 
paper plug. 


BOLTON MUSIC CO. 
BOLTS FROM M.D.S 


The Bolton Music Co. has with- 
drawn from the Music Dealers’ Ser- 
vice, allegedly dissatisfied with the 
business obtained through MDS 
channels. They were in the com- 
bine for one month, 

When Bolton joined MDS it sig- 
natured a two-year agreement, giv- 
ing the combine exclusive distribut- 
ing rights on its sheet output. In 
asking for a release, the publishing 
house stated that its sheet sales had 
in the past four weeks fallen off 
over 15%, and that as the proposi- 
sition stood it was either a case of 
discontinuing the MDS contract or 
discontinuing business. 

After this message had been de- 
livered, Maurice Richmond, the 
MDS general manager, advised Phil 
Schwartz of Bolton that the com- 
bine’s executive board had agreed to 
tear up the contract. Makes the 
first firm to quit the distributing 
group, reducing the list of pub- 
lisher members to 25. 


KINSEY KILLED; NEGRO 
JAZZISTS IN 2 WRECKS 


Quincy, Il., Oct. 25. 


William Kinsey, negro singer and 
member of the McKinney Cotton 
Pickers’ orchestra, was killed when 
the truck, loaded with instruments 
of the 14-piece band, collided with 
a touring car at 2 a. m. the morn- 
ing of Oct. 17, en route to Kansas 
City. Police report indicated that 
Kinsey, driver of the truck, failed 
to observe the arterial highway stop 
sign at the intersection and crashed 
into the oncoming sedan. 


James Peters, another member of 
the band, riding with Kinsey, was 
uninjured and the young people who 
figured in the accident escaped with 
minor injuries. Kinsey’s only known 
relative is an aunt in Detroit where 
the singer made his home. 























Charlton, Ia., Oct. 25. 


L. L. Gaines, Omaha, 38-year-old 
member of Sir Arthur’s Clown band, 
a negro organization, was instantly 
killed and Abe Saltzman and Leo 
Nogg, Council Bluffs, bakery firm 
employees, are in a serious condi- 
tion as result of an auto collision 
three miles east of Russell, Iowa 
the afternoon of Oct. 22. A touring 
car with the 10 orchestra members 
was en route from Omaha to Mystic 
to fill an engagement. 


According to witnesses the bakery 
truck cut in ahead of the touring 
car after passing it and both ma- 
chines were wrecked. 





Two Songs for Mae West 
Hollywood, Oct, 24. 

Two songs are set for Mae West 

in ‘Queen of Diamonds,’ at Para- 

mount. They are ‘Better Bring It 

Yourself’ and a ditty still untitled. 


Ralph Rainger and Sam Coslow 
did the music and words, respec- 
tively. 


SPIVACK’S TWO-IN-ONE 
Hollywood, Oct, 24. 
Murray Spivack, in charge of Ra- 
dio’s sound effects department, has 
been given the additional job of 


assistant to Max Steiner, music 
head. 

Spivack, formerly the drummer in 
Nat Shilkret’s orchestra, is super- 


1Con Conrad Co. Assigns 


For Creditors’ Benefit 


Assets on the Con Conrad music 
publishing firm have been assigned 





to Harry Kerner for the benefit of 
creditors. Legal move followed the | 
decision of Harms, Inc., to make n¢ 
further advances on the Conrad cat- | 
olog. 
Harms, which has a contract cov- 
ering the printing and distribution 
of the Conrad library under the new 
arrangement will turn all moneys 





creditors’ fund, 


FILMS-MUSIC 
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With the ‘bootleg’ seat tax matter 
completely settled and out of the 
way, the music publishers are now 
tr;'ng to decide on what steps to 
take toward effecting a new syn- 
chronizing rights agreement with 
the picture producing companies. 
Substantial number of the pro- 


ducers are still uninclined to deal 
with the M.P.P.A. through ERPI, 
and it is now up to the publishers 
to propose individual deals. 

M.P.P.A. had taken the attitude 
that nothing would be done about 
negotiating for a contract to re- 
place the one that had expired Sept. 
5 until the ‘bootleg’ fee suit had 
been first disposed of. Final papers 
covering the settlement sum were 
signatured last week, with the 
M.P.P.A. receiving $500,000 in cash 
and $325,000 in negotiable notes. 

Totally unwilling to enter into a 
new deal with the M.P.P.A., at least 
through ERPI, is Warner Brothers. 
That company is of the opinion that 
it can rely for i's music needs upon 
the publishing firms it controls— 
Harms, Witmark and Remick—and 
upon Famous Music Corp., in which 
it holds a half interest. Other pic- 
ture companies inclined in a simi- 
lar direction of purpose is Fox Film, 
affiliated with Sam Fox, and Metro, 
a 49% stockholder in Robbins. 

Meantime all producers are going 
along without any sort of synchro- 
nizing agreement binding them, and 
the M.P.P.A. is carefully maintain- 
ing a file of the numbers sound- 
tracked since Sept. 6. 


Shop-to-Jazz Idea Ups 
Havana Dept. Store Biz 
150% and Saves Day 


Havana, Oct. 6. 

What started out as an experi- 
ment for ten days is now in its 
sixth mgnth of consecutive run and 
according to plans drawn it will 
continue for many months to come. 

The Precios Fijos, one of the 
town’s largest department stores, 
is holding a fair with two orches- 
tras furnishing the music during 
morning and afternoon sessions. 
The programs are changed weekly 
and all the crack orchestras of the 
country have passed by the band 
platform built in the center of the 
store. 

A public speecn amplifier system 
is used with horns distributed 
throughout the large ground floor, 
which covers a whole city block. 

The fair has proved a success to 
the Precios Fijos, which has in- 
creased its sales 150%, proving a 
life-saver. 

The fair uses the p.a. system of 
the Cuban Telephone Co., besides 
broadcasting one hour daily in the 
morning direct from the platform 
at the store, with Rene Canizares 
acting as master of ceremonies. 

The whole idea was conceived by 
Manolito Sanchez and Luis Campos, 
two young employes of the firm, 
who have been made members of 
the firm as a reward. 


Grooming Lug? 


| Chicago, Oct. 24. 
| 
| 














Neil Conklin is still representing 
Ralph Wonders of the Columbia 
band department in Chicago. With 
| the departure of Bob Sanders two 
months ago Conklin, from New 
York, was supposed to stick around 
only for a week or two. 

Meanwhile Wonders has selected 


ino successor although Albert Zug- 
smith, former press agent, is re- 
| ported taking lessons in the band 


husiness with a view to moving to 
Chi, 


TAX IMPASSE 


A. F. M. Protests CBS Plan to 


Extend Band Bookings on Nat] 
Scale; CBS Contends ‘Protection 
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due the writer-publisher over to the | 
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| England, handled all those releases. 


Savoir Faire 





Management of the St. Regis 
hotel, New York, elected to 
limit the columnist invitees for 
the Anson Weeks opening (21) 
to four, expressing the opinion 
that the quartet picked could 
be depended upon to conduct 
themselves with the elan and 
savoir faire that the occasion 
would require, 

They were two Broadway 
and two radio columnists, 


UNION’S SERVICE BAND 
PEEVE FLAMES IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 24. 


Musicians’ union protested against 
the Army, Navy and Marine bands 
again with a threat to yank all 
union men from every CBS station 
from New York to California, if the 
military bands played on the WJSV 
dedication program Oct. 20. 

Ultimatum was presented by tele- 
phone to Julius Seebach in the New 
York CBS offices five hours before 
the program. Joseph Weber, presi- 
dent of the union, was in Washing- 
ton at time and saw the advance 
publicity in papers. Plan of WJSV 
was to pick up short programs by 
each band for local station’s debut. 

Local union orchestra had been 
hired to standby in the studio al- 
though only six numbers’ were 
scheduled to be played. Weber took 
the stand that the service bands 
were playing in competition with 
commercial tooters and after a 
frantic afternoon of calls between 
D. C. and New York, CBS gave in. 


Fight between union and service 
bands has been spasmodic for years. 
Recent instances are squawk from 
musicians about use of Marine 
Band at Hoover notification cere- 
monies and at Secretary of State’s 
home for Bar Association reception. 
In the first case objection was that 
the function was purely a partisan 
and not governmental. 

Attitude 8 the Navy Department 
is that the President is Commander 
in Chief of Army, Navy and Marine 
Corps and bands can and will play 
whenever he see fit to order. 

Another angle is the claim by 
chains that service bands played 
long hours in old days when talent 
was scarce and they owe them a 
break now. Militarists have been 
crowded off of late and have gotten 
pretty sore about it. 


C-C TURN BACK 507, 
VICTORIA INTEREST 


London, Oct. 18. 

Campbell-Connelly has turned 
back its 50% interest in the Victoria 
Pub. Co., which is owned by Louis 
Sterling of the Columbia disks and 
Louis Dreyfuss of the Chappell- 
Harms interests. C-C will continue 
its own biz exclusively, figuring that 
the double effort wasn’t worth the 
consideration. 




















Practically regarded, Jimmy 
Campbell and Reg Connelly each 
owned 25% of Victoria. It means 


that Connelly was thus shouldered 
with 100% operating the C-C busi- 
ness and Campbell, for his 25%, 
had to worry «about the Victoria 
company while Sterling- Dreyfus, the 
original owners, didn’t do any work. 
Connelly had his own troubles with 
the C-C firm. 

Victoria is the pop publishing ad- 
junct of Chappell-Harms, having 
the English rights to the Harms, 
Inc. (American firm) popular songs. 
Some show tunes also figured but in 
the main the Chappell company, for 


CBS plan of extending its band 
selling operations to every section 
of the country by making its affil- 
iated stations agents for the net- 
work’s artists service has brought 
a protest from the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Union voiced 
its opposition to the project after 
competing booking organizations, 
notably MCA, had complained that 
the CBS idea carried out to the 
ultimate would eventuate in a vir- 
tual monopoly of the dance band 
business, or, at least, of its one- 
nighter phase. 

Cry set up here to the federation 
was that the network in exercising 
certain advantages it held would 
inevitably build a booking business 


with which its competitors would 
have no chance of contending. 
CBS mode of operation, already 
launched, is founded on the prop- 
osition of using the artists’ bureaus 
of its allied stations to obtaining 
local bookings for the network's 


bands and of splitting commissions 
for this service. 

With eight owned stations and 
around 70 others taking the Co- 
lumbia program service on its list, 
the network on evolving its plan 
originally figured it would have 
that many band selling agents 
spotted around the country. These 
stations are continuously being ad- 
vised of what dance attractions the 
band bureau has available and of 
their current locations and _ itin- 
eraries, For the bookings these local 
outlets obtain they get an even 
splt with the network on the com- 
mission. 

Collections Too Good 

But the main advantage that 
this arrangement has over the op- 
position booking offices, is that they 
can not contenu with the collec- 
tions angle. In brief, when a local 
station books a date it guarantees 
that there’ll be no last minute can- 
cellations or possible entangle- 
ments over money due for the en- 
gagement. Being a local business 
establishment it is expected to 
know the credit standing of the 
band placement sources it deals 
with. Under any circumstances it 
is presumed to be in a position to 
obtain a substantial deposit for an 
engagement and in the event of a 
percentage date have a man on the 
spot who knows the local ropes to 
take care of the accounting. With 
the station also handling the pub- 
licity for the engagement, these va- 
rigus services it contributes elim- 
inates the necessity for having a 
CBS artists service rep traveling 
with the band, and thereby saves 
the expense of his salary and trav- 
eling expenses. 

In answer to the objections of its 
competitors, the network contends 
that the plan of working with its 
allied stations will not only serve 
to stimulate the road touring busi- 
ness but, above all, guarantee the 
bands booked that the engagements 
will be there when they arrive on 
the spot and the stipulated coin 
will be theirs after the date its 
played, It sees no reason why the 
federation should object as long as 
the musicians toured comply with 
the union rules and have their in- 
terests properly looked out for. If 
the tie-in with the allied ouflets 
gives it an advantage, says Colum- 
bia, that advantage is in accord 
with good and above-board busi- 
ness practices and in no way con- 
fiicts with the best interests of the 
bandmen in the dance business. 

Federation of Musicians in its 
protest took the stand that the plan 
had vestiges of monopolistic pos- 
sibilities, but withheld taking of- 


ficial action against it pending obe 
servation of its further develop- 
ments. 





B. B. B. Changes Plan 


Hollywood, Oct, 24. 








SHAPIROS DIVORCED 





Split between the Elliott Shapiros | 
|}has been made final. Wife of the 
Shapiro-Bernstein V.-p. obtained 
the papers from an Emporia, Kan- |! 
sas, judge. Decree permitted her to} 


resume her maiden name, Dorothy 
Morris. 

There 
ment, i 


was nme financial settle- 


Proceedings to restrain, by teme 
| porary injunction, Federal prohibie 
tion officers from raiding the B. B, 
|B. cafe before U. S. District Judge 
James, were suddenly called off by 
30bby Burns Berman and Sam 

tosen. They notiiied U. 3S. District 
Attorney Davis they would abandon 
their intention to get the order and 
would wait for the action of U. §S. 


grand jury to decid? whether or not 
Federal officers had the right to raid 


their establishment. 
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Hollywvod Sound and Radio Cast- 
ing bureau, which prompted com- 
plaints to the Better Business bu- 
reau because of alleged misrepre- 
sentation, became the target of 
wage claims by Warren Schuck, ad- 
vertising man, and Bill Malone, 
sound technician. Schuck says there 
is $115 due him and Malone is seek- 
ing $125. 





Six show girls at the Frolics, Cul- 
ver City right club, say they were 
fired by Harry Miller, manager, be- 
cause of lack of money to pay off. 
Asking for total of $27. 





Jean Plannette, continuity writer, 
sought the aid of the State Labor 
commission in collecting the balance 
of $89 alleged due her for a script 
she wrote last year for Jesse J. 
Goldberg. 





George D. Hensley, scenic artist, 
filed a $70 claim against Arthur 
Hockwold for work performed on 
‘Georgia Minstrel’ idea, now on 
Fanchon & Marco time. 





Topsy’s Southern Home, suburban 
eatery, hailed before the labor com- 
mission, charged with withholding 
$160 in salaries due five musicians. 





Donald Murray, stage actor and 
radio announcer, who intoned air 
plugs for Graygone, hair dye, suing 
the Graygone Laboratories before 
the labor commissioner for $50 sal- 
ary he says was not forthcoming. 
Lab pleads lack of cash. 





Fox studio does not recognize 
claim of Joe Ritchie, fighter, for $15 
as pay for a day’s work on the lot. 
Says he was never hired. 





Frank Thorne, actor, wants $70 
-pay, at $5 a day, for his work with 
the Voze Players, Alhambra tent 
company, 





Alexander Film Co. of Colorado 
has brought a Municipal court suit 
against Bernice C, Caughey, opera- 


tor of a south side store, for $296, 
claiming that amount is due on a 
year’s contract for advertising trail- 
ers that were to be shown at the 
Madrid, neighborhood house. Alex- 
ander produces playlets with titles 
spliced in, utilizing the name of the 
concern that buys the service. 


} 





Curtis Nagel sued in Municipal 
court by Hollywood Knickerbocker 
for $242 rent. 





William McDuffie, receiver for the 
Richfield Oil Co., has brought suit 
against Howard Bretherton for a 
$68 gas and oil bill. — 





Gumbiner Theatrical Enterprises, 
Inc., and the Los Angeles theatre 
target of a $293 suit for the recovery 
of office furniture by Miller, Desk 
and Safe Co. 





La Mode Shoes, through an as- 
signee, has started Municipal court 
action against Mr, and Mrs. Noah 
Beery for $41. 





Distribution and exhibition 
branches of the motion picture in- 
dustry have been organized for par- 
ticipation in the annual Community 
Chest drive, starting Nov. 1, by W. 
H. (Bud) Lollier, chairman for 
those sections. 





J. W. Kays Co., 
suing Marie Prevost 
premiums. 


insurance firm, 
for $603, 


Mitchell Camera Corp. seeking 
$60 from Richard Talmadge Pro- 
ductions, Inc., through Municipal 
court route. 








Fritzi Ridgeway Bakalienikoff, 
Constantine Bakalienikoff and De- 
Tahquiz Hotel Co., Ltd., sued for 
$2,275 by Chesebro, Bender and 
Mayo, attorneys, who claim that 
sum is due as legal fees, 


Arthur and Edith Lake attached 
for $193 by the Hillcrest Motors 
Co. for auto repair service, 





, FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 34) 


and then the trio back for a second 
number {the only repeat), a 
straight ballroom dance. It's 
spotted here to heip over the Fri- 
ganza specialty. 

She comes next and mops up. 
Has a nice bit based on the moon 
over the mountain, but only a flash 
of Kate Smith. The doubler-upper 
is a rumba in a short skirt and 
bolero. It had the crowd yelping. 
She also does a brief bit with the 
two men in the dance trio, taking 
the girl’s place and parodying the 
tricks. That helped loosen the 
chairs from their screws as the au- 
dience rocked. Goes right into the 
finish chorus with a plug for the 
erchestra and a vote of thanks for 
the audience. Latter deserved it. 
They did nobly. 

Sam Jack Kauffman and his band 
in the usual frivolities. Rosa Rio 
and Bob Hammond doing a Craw- 
ford at the double consoles, a Harry 
Langdon comedy, the newsreel and 
‘Blame the Woman’ (Principal). 
Picture doesn’t help any and all 
the credit goes to the Friganza. 

Chic. 


IMPERIAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Although nobody is leaping into 
the air in paroxysms, it looks as if 
hope has finally come to the great 
midwestern badlands. People that 
wouldn't be expected to are heard 
murmuring the word ‘vaudeville,’ 
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and although what now passes for 
vaudeville would provoke gastric 
disorders in many an old sentiment- 
alist, the fact remains that the 
grondhogs are coming out of their 
holes and looking around. 

Take the Imperial on West Madi- 
son street, for instance. Of course, 
some people might not want to take 
it for instance or any other pur- 
pose. It’s a house that carries a 
fund for aspirin the lease. It’s old, 
well worn, scuffed by two genera- 
tions, its lobby pock-marked by the 
thumb tacks of yesterday. And it’s 
in the shabby center of a working 
class neighborhood. But it’s still a 
good example. 

Florence Paley owns and runs the 
Imperial. She's Chicago’s. only 
woman exhibitor and aé-_ slicker 
showman than many of the gents 
who classify themselves as_ such. 
With a down-to-earth realism she 
gives her neighborhood what her 
neighborhood very obviously seems 
to relish. Quantity and volume. 
Lots of people and lots of noise. 

It’s called vaudeville, and why 
waste time arguing definitions. One 
week it’s colored vaudeville. The 
next week it’s white. And at the 
budgeted salaries it’s odds on the 
Negro shows will outshine the 
whites. For 25 cents at the paybox 
the Imperial on the night reviewed 
offered $1 persons on the stage ina 
divertissement put together by 
Percy Venable, Negro showman of 
the south side. An equal number 
of whites at the same figure would 
surely lack the pep of the earnest if 
not always gifted representatives of 
Chicago’s Harlem. 











RKO STATE-LAKE 
CHICAGO 
RKO — VAUDEVILLE — RKO 
RALPH OLSEN CO., CLYDE 
HAGER, POLA NEGRI and 
others. 
—On the Screen— 


“13 WOMEN” 














This is Miss Paley’s venturesome 
answer to what to do about busi- 
ness. It was too soon to know, but 
when the hour’s show was over the 
question put directly to the audi- 
ence, ‘how did you like the show?’ 
was thunderously answered in the 
affirmative. This had _ previously 
been apparent by the eagerness to 
laugh and the quickness to applaud. 

A show should be judged by the 
house in which it is seen, and by 
that standard it was a good show. 
To be sure, the eight chorus girls 
were hardly capable of lifting their 
feet, but, then, they looked okay. 
The eight-piece orchestra on the 
stage wasn’t always aware of the 
plans of the specialty people, fin- 
ished too soon or too late on several 
dances, and was at cross-purposes 
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INTERNATIONALS 


with the melody. Indeed, being a 
typical negro orchestra, a popular 
song of the day was all but unrec- 
ognizable when filtered through 
their technique. They seldom both- 
ered to watch the performers, and 
it was doubtful if they were reading 
music at any time. Still, they man- 
aged to get better than lukewarm. 

Three Percolaters is the billing of 
one of the teams. Regal Four, 
Rogers and Stevens, and others par- 
ticipated. The average of talent was 
slight. The average of pep was high. 
The audience, mostly white, thought 
it was great. So what? Land, 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 20. 

Stage show this week is domi- 
nated by Eddie Garr, who holds the 
spot for the last 15 minutes and was 
considered valuable enough for spe- 
cial 24-sheets, although his only 
other local showing was in the 
‘Rain’ prolog at the Chinese. He 
repeats his impersonations done 
there and lands solidly. Show as a 
whole is pleasing. - 

More than the usual amount of 
production in this bill, which con- 
tained a Japanese number, football 
rally finale and voodoo opening. 
Sanami and Michi, also from the 
‘Rain’ prolog, were the center of the 
Oriental scene, doing their Buddha 
arm drill and shadow dance, which 
is a bit too lengthy for this house. 

Louise Fordham, a looker, makes 
a good impression with her war- 
bling and Lewis and Garson, nut 
comedians, did average on applause. 
Eddie Stanley continues as m. ¢., 
but fails to get as much out of the 
three old maids gag as did Riley of 
Heller and Riley, caught the same 
day at the United Artists, three 
blocks away, in ‘Mystery,’ a Fan- 
chon & Marco act that has been out 
for five months. 

Feature is ‘Night After 
(Par). Business average. 


SIX HOURS TO LIVE 


(Continued from page 15) 





Night’ 





stories that are off the beaten track. 
‘Six Hours to Live’ is one of these 
and might not have appealed to the 
average producer. 


Dealing largely in the bizarre, it 
tackles its idea in a somewhat fan- 
tastic manner, instilling a certain 
interest even if the action and the 
basis for action will have audiences 
thinking it nutty. 

In picture fare this season the 
public has fooled some pretty saga- 
cious show minds by supporting 
pictures their sponsors were scared 
to death of. That same vacillating 
public might take to ‘Six Hours’ 
stronger than expected by some and 
like it even if certain showmen or 
others will think it poor entertain- 
ment. 


Warner Baxter does a political 
emissary from a mythical country, 
Sylvaria. He’s aces in a tough role 
and alone tries to carry the pic- 
ture. Miriam Jordan, opposite Bax- 
ter, overplays when opportunity ar- 
rives to do something, the balance 
of the time going pretty flat. 

Picture opens strong with Bax- 
ter holding out against the rest of 
the world at a treaty conference de- 
spite threats against his life. After 
going through some dull details, he’s 
finally strangled and a scientist with 
a life-giving ray invention brings 
Pexter back to life. - 

From here on picture picks up the 
pace it dropped after the first reel. 
Baxter renounces his love for the 
girl, casts final vote against the 
treaty, murders the man who mur- 
dered him, and as the six hours are 
up curls up in a garden to die again, 
this time at peace with the world. 

Before dying, story has Baxter de- 
stroying the machine that resusci- 
tated him for the six hours, as far 
as it would go, because it was a 
dirty trick to bring anyone back to 
life. Those who believe in the here- 
after or possibly in reincarnation, 
will probably get a kick out of it 
cll. That may be another angle on 
selling of picture. 

Virtually no comedy has found its 
way into the production. Char. 


DAVID GOLDER 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Vandal & Delac production. Leo Brecher 
release for U. S. Stars Harry Baur. Di- 
rection and adaptation, Julien Duvivier 
from a novel by Irene Nemirowsky; pho- 
tography. George Perinal and Armand Thir- 
ard; sound, Herman Storr. At the Little 
Carnegie, N. Y., on grind run beginning 
Oct. 19. Running time, 85 mins. 
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French filmers turn out so little 


erable power, along Emil Jannings- 
Theodore Dreiser lines. Where it 
falls down is in the fact that the 
sound is exceptionally bad, the pho- 
tography poor, some of the acting 
atrocious, and the adaptation mud- 
dled. That it stands up despite 
those deficiencies best explains what 
might have been. 

Story is taken from a novel, but 
in pattern it is closer to a stage 
play than anything. Has to do with 
one of those millionaire Jew charac- 
ters. He came from a small town 
in Poland to New York's ghetto 
and built himself, by his own efforts, 
to a niche among the mighty. He 
built subway systems, he financed 
railroads and ship builders, he made 
the world’s financiers tremble. 
That far, incidentally, the character 
reminds of Samuel Rosoff. Golder 
makes his home in Paris while his 
wife and daughter are living a gay 
life in Biarritz. 

They waste his money at a ter- 
rific rate and don’t even bother 
sympathizing with him when he's 
ill. During a dispute, his wife tells 
him that the daughter is not actu- 
ally his, that she has been unfaith- 
ful to him for many years, and 
dares him to do something about it. 
He does. He quits work, and lets 
everything topple. He’s old, he says, 
and is satisfied to live in poverty 
and lonesomeness. The daughter 
who is not his comes to him and 
pleads that the mother is forcing her 
to marry a rich man for his money 
despite the fact that she’s actually 
in love with a poor youngster. So 
Golder goes back into finance, forces 
a deal with the Soviets for oil, leaves 
all the money to the daughter on the 
provision that mamma can’t get 
any of it, and dies. 

Elements there of real tragedy, 
and as handled by Harry Baur in 
the leading role arresting most of 
the way. But technically the film 
is bad and added to that is a most 
astonishingly bad performance by 
Jackie Monnier as the daughter. 
Script might have been better 
adapted also, some of the incidents 
being pretty badly drawn and in 
some places there is no cohesion of 
the story material. 

There's a story around that Metro 
is considering purchase of the work 
to do over again in English. It 
ought to be compelling screen fare. 
Kauf. 


LA FOULE HURLE 


(‘The Crowd Roars’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Paris, Oct. 12. 
French adaptation made in Germany by 
Jean Daumery from the American produc- 
tion, Starring Jean Gabin. Featuring 
Helene Perdriere, Francine Mussey, Frank 
O'Neill, Henri Etievant, Helene Frederique, 
Serjius. Gaumont Palace, Paris, Oct. 11. 


_. The old trick of using French for 
closeups and inserting them between 
American long shots has been done. 
Technically very poor, with produc- 
tion and acting, apart from Jean 
Gabin, also poor, and American 
motor-track scenes too numerous. 
Though mushiness of the femmes 
gets razzed and motor stuff is noth- 
ing new, the film does big business 
all the same. Stage show, weather 
and motor show, crowding Paris, 
all help. Mazi. 


RED-HAIRED ALIBI 


Tower production and state rights release. 
Directed by Christy Cabanne. Based on | 
novel by Wilson Collison. At the Beacon 
theatre, beginning Oct. 21. Running time, 
75 minutes. 
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Indies who persistently refuse to 
pay attention to story values and 
treatments will continue consistent- 
ly to produce flops. ‘Red-Haired 
Alibi’ is no exception. Everything 
is fairly good except the adaptation, 
but that is sufficiently bad to rele- 
gate the feature to the country’s 
least important locations. 

The theme is slapped together in 
hit or miss fashion. Even though 
the audience sees the girl do the 
shooting and listens to her confes- 
sion, kind-hearted New York cops 
find that there must have been a 
ghost marksman, because of the dif- 
ference in bullet calibre. 

In this one the only excuse for the 
girl and the story is that she has 
red hair. Right after a gangster 
invites her to New York she gets a 
job at three figures per week to 
keep him company at night resorts. 
The police always agree with her 
that at no time did she have any 
idea of the identity of her employer 
until, also toward the end, he bumps 
off a rival leader. 

This red-headed gal, played by 
Merna Kennedy, no sooner quits the 
gangster than she marries a former 
hotel pick-up. Grant Withers does 
as much as he can with this weak 








ot actual cinematic worth that it 
seems a shame to condemn a picture 
which, like this, almost attains the 
heights. It’s in the fact that the! 
film almost makes good that it's | 
greatest fault lies. It can’t be con- | 
sidered in the same vein as an ordi- | 
nary programmer, because it makes | 
pretentions of being a dramatic ! 
epic. By dint of careful exploita- | 
tion, and stressing of the Jewish | 
angle, exhibitors ought to be able! 
to make some money out of the film. 
Put careful nursing of the b. o. will 
be necessary. 

It's a dramatic thine with consid- 








role. 
Theodore von Eltz, incidentally, 
would make an excellent gang lead- 


a 
Couturiere De Luneville 


(Dressmaker of Luneville) 
(French Made) 


Paramount production and release. Step 
ring Madeleine Renaud. Direction Harry 
Lachman; story Alfred Savoir: cast ~ 
cluding Pierre Blanchar, Jeanne Fusier-Gie 
and Armand Lurville. At the Fifth Ave 

N. Y., on grind run beginning 
Running time, 85 mins. . 


Playhouse, 
Oct. 13, 





Fair French programmer. Dia 
well in Paris and ought to please 
most French audiences elsewhere 
despite the fact that the story ang 
handling are filmsy. : 

Alfred Savoir wrote the story and 
made it even flimsier than his stage 
plays usually are. Difference being 
that his stage plays are so clever 
in dialog that it doesn’t matter how 
thin the plot may be. The dialog 
in this film is not clever. 

Madeleine Renaud, of the Comedie 
Francaise, is the little dressmaker 
who's jilted by the rich playboy, 
So off she goes to New York and 
in the twinkle of an eyelid is back 
in Paris as a famous screen star. 
Then she looks up the boy friend 
and makes him pay and pay and 
pay. She doesn’t give in until he's 
broke and ruined, as also, incident- 
ally, is most of the audience's pa- 
tience. Only the truly Gallic in the 
audiente will be able to enjoy the 
suffering of the lad. But they will! 
enjoy it tremendously. 

Miss Renaud is a fine actress des- 
pite the fact she doesn’t know how 
to make up. Pierre Blanchar is 
pretty ineffectual and much too 
gigolo-ish, but probably will pass. 
Hard to understand what happened 
to Paramount's technical man in 
Joinville during the making of this 
film, for them to allow such atro- 
cious makeup as is used by both the 
leads. Kauf. 


Der Falsche Ehemann 


(‘False. Husband’) 





(GERMAN-MADE) 

Ufa production. Leo Brecher release in 
Bw. @ Bruno Duday, supervision, and 
Johannes Guter, direction; camera, Carl 
Hoffman; story and dialogue, Paul Frank 
and Billie Wilder. At the 79th St. Play- 
house, on grind week, Oct. 14. Running 
time, 88 mins. 
DUE 6266006904 00s00680R Johannes Riemann 
PAG ccsccccccceccecense Johannes Riemann 
TRUER -ciccceciccee eecceeeee.- Maria Paudler 
OR rr Gustav Waldau 
BID: c saeeeececus seer eb cessor Jessie Vihrog 
Maxim Tartakoff........ Tibor von Halmay 

Pretty good comedy that just 


misses somewhere. Probably was 
originally intended as a musical, 
with the trouble largely in the fact 
that director couldn’t make up his 
mind between farce and straight 


comedy. No stars in the cast, but it 
ought to do fair biz in German 
nabes. 


It’s one of those musicomedy 
ideas about Peter and Paul, twin 
brothers. One is the Energetic Guy 
and the other is Rip Van Winkle. 
The sleepy one is rapidly losing 
both his business and his wife. 
Along comes the peppy lad and 
everything is straightened out, But 
not before the usual complications, 
some Keystone comedy chases down 
the corridors of a de luxe hotel, 
and some romancing with a South 
American heiress, who has nothing 
but money. Good sign, that, inci- 
dentally, They’ve stopped casting 
all the rich comedy characters in 
films as Americans. The money= 
bags in foreign pics are South Am- 
ericans now, even though the name 
given the lad is H. H. Hardegg. 
Maria Paudler as the leading 
femme is just Maria Paudler, She's 
husky and blonde, but seems to be 
popular. Johannes Reimann is bet- 
ter than usual in the twin part and 
Tibor von Halmay is amusing as & 
musician. Kauf. 
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Put Your Act Over in a Big Way with an 
Setting Skillfully Executed with 


Los Angeles Scenic Studios, Inc. 
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| Bng., Oct. 10, aged 66. 
, known for his ‘Dick Turpin’ sketch, 


‘the 


Tuesday, October 25, 1932 
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MOSES L. MALEVINSKY 

Moses L. Malevinsky, one of the 
two founders, with Capt. Dennis F. 
O’Brien, of the prominent New York 
theatrical law. firm of O’Brien, 
M.levinsky & Driscoll, died Oct. 17 
in Mount Sinai hospital, New York, 
.ef pneumonia, an aftermath of an 
operation for kidney trouble. He 
had weathered the surgeon’s knife 
successfully until stricken with 
pneumonia. 

An inveterate first nighter, and a 
close student of the theatre, parti- 
cularly the dramatic stage, it was 
natural that his law practice closely 
followed ‘the careers of the most 
prominent theatrical personalities. 
The law firm represents Mary Pick- 
ford, Douglas Fairbanks, Sam H. 


THE 


BERNIE 


FAMILY 


gratefully ‘appreciate the 
kind expressions of sym- 
pathy recewed in their 
late bereavement. . 


Jeff, Ben, Dave, Herman, Harry 





Harris, George M. Cohan, Anne 
Nichols, Arthur Hopkins, Jack 
Dempsey and many other equally 
prominent stage notables. Many 
of these were personally counseled 
by ‘Mal,’ as he was fondly called. 

An expert on theatrical copyright 
law, his book, “The Science of Play- 
wrighting,’ published by Brentano’s 
in 1926, has become an authorita- 
tive reference, particularly the now 
famous ‘Malevinsky formula,’ which 
analyzes each play and, through the 
comparison of the component parts, 
can be employed to trace legal sim- 
ilaries, particularly as concerns a 
plagiarism suit. 

‘Mal’ had successfully represented 
Mrs. Ida Vera Simonton in her suit 
against Leon Gordon, the originally 
accredited author of ‘White Cargo,’ 
and obtained a verdict for the au- 
thoress. He counseled Anne Nichols 
in the ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ plagiarism 
suit against Carl Laemmle and Uni- 
versal Pictures Corp. At the time 


“of his illness he was in the midst 
“of preparing papers in the suit by 
‘Margaret Ayer Barnes and Edward 
_ Sheldon, authors of Katharine Cor- 


nell’s ‘Dishonored Lady,’. against 
Metro over the latter's: film, ‘Letty 
Lynton.’ 

It was Malevinsky who had urged 


‘that he and Capt.'O’Brien, his orig- 


inal law partner, make the firm 
partnership a trio by taking in Ar- 
thur F. Driscoll some years ago 


“when that rising young atorney in 


their office was making himself felt. 
Malevinsky was a native of Hous- 
ton, Texas, born there 59 years ago 


.and educated in the state before 


coming to New York. His New York 
residence: was 160 Riverside drive. 
A widow, Mrs. [sabella Malevinsky; 


a daughter, Mrs. Merwin C. Myer- 


son;.three sisters and two brothers 
survive. ' 


R. A. ROBERTS 

R. A. Roberts, 
artist, died at his home in Brighton, 
He was best 


which was almost a sensation in 
America. Despite many attempts to 
duplicate this success, he never 
quite found a successor, 

With charactdristic modesty, his 
wife, being interviewed, said the 
secret. of his quick changes was 
nothing more or less than that he 
could dress and undress rapidly. As 
a matter of fact, Roberts could not 
do his quick changes without the 
assistance of his wife. They were 


,a devoted couple. 


Some half dozen or more years 
ago Roberts sustained a stroke and 
retired to his home at the seashore. 
He amused himself by Gabbling -in 
the stock market. Collapse of secu- 
rities made inroads upon his capital, 
and thisyear he:once more took to 
road to recoup his fortunes. 
This resulted in a bad cold culmi- 
nating in double pneumonia and his 
death. 


EDWARD J. SULLIVAN 
Edward J. Sullivan, 55, who had 
Managed Sarah Bernhardt on three 
ef her U.S, teurs, dled in St. Paul, 


Oct. 22. He had managed theatres 
In St. Paul, Winnipeg, St. Louis 
and New York, 


famous. protean 


JAMES WEST 
James West, 72, old-time actor of 
vaude and dramatic experience, died 
Oct. 19 at the Hotel Revere, Chi- 


tives or survivors reported. 
in Chicago. 


ANKER S. GRAVEN 
Anker S. ‘Bumps’ Graven, 41, 
known in theatrical circles as a the- 
atrical architect, died Oct. 16 from 
drowning in Little Rice Lake, Min- 


nesota. He was buried Oct. 20 in 
Menomee, Wisconsin, his home 
town, 

Formerly with Rapp and Rapp, he 
has for the past several years 


headed his own firm at 100 N. La- 
salle street, Chicago. A widow and 
son survice. 





MRS. ROSALIE ZIEGFELD 

Just as she reached her 84th birth- 
day, Mrs. Rosalie de Hez Ziegfeld, 
died at midnight Sunday (23) in her 
home, 1448 Adams street, Chicago. 
Having been in a coma for seyeral 
months she never knew her son, 
Florenz, had died. 

Born in France she was married 
to Florenz Ziegfeld, Sr., at the Holy 
Name Cathedral; in May, 1865. Sev- 
eral granddaughters; one daughter 
and a daughter-in-law survive. 





ANNIE SAKER 

Annie Saker, popular’ war-time 
melo .actress, died in a nursing 
home in Essex, Eng., Oct. 8, aged 
50. 

Deceased had played leading roles 
in the old Lyceum dramas, such as 
‘Seven Days’ Leave,’ ‘The Story of 
the Rosary,’ in which she also ap- 
peared in New York.. Her later 
stage work was done in Australia, 
while touring with Irene Vanbrugh 
and Dion Boucicault. 


LOUIS PROSAUER 

Louis Prosauer, 80, died at Jack- 
son, Miss., recently of double pneu- 
monia, A veteran carnival man, he 
was working on the Castle-Erlich- 
Hirsch show, which was playing the 
state fair there when he was taken 
ill. 

The body was sent to his home in 
Ohio for interment, 





WM. BENZENRATH 

Wm. Benzenrath, 40, known to his 
friends as ‘Billy Ben,’ died in his 
home in Jersey City Oct. 23. Pre- 
paring to take a bath, he turned on 
the gas heater and it is believed he 
succumbed to carbon monoxide 
fumes. His body was found in the 
tub of scalding water. 

He was a pianist on WEAF pro- 
grams. 


JACK TAYLOR 

Jack Taylor, 36, orchestra leader, 
died in Long Beach, Cal., Oct. 21, 
of a stomach disorder. He had led 
orchestras in New York, Chicago 
and Los Angeles, and: had played 
in a number of Warner shorts. He 
was the former husband of Vera 
| Stedman. Survived by his mother, 
' daughter, sister and three. brothers. 








BEN FIDLER 

|. Ben Fidler, 65, actor, died Oct. 19 
j in Los Angeles. He is survived by 
}a son and daughter. 


James A. Skelley, 73, father of Hal 
and Hugh Skelley, the former stage 
and screen star, and the latter of 
vaudeville, died Oct. 22 in Daven- 
port, Iowa. Two .daughters, Ann 
and Monica, are also in vaudeville. 
The elder Skelley had been chief 
electrician at the Rock Island Ar- 
senal 25 years. 





Gertrude Wainwright, 57, daugh- 
ter of the late Marie Wainwright, 
| died in New York Oct. 21 of heart 
disease following a complication of 
complaints, Daughter of the once 
famous Shakespearean player made 
a brief stage appearance with poor 
success. Since she has been stag- 
ing amateur plays. 





Lawrence Dews, 30, doorman at 
the F-WC Mesa, Los Angeles, died 
jin L. A. Oct. 21 from burns sus- 
|tained by contact with a broken 
j;electric light wire while doing a 
| minor repair job at the house. Wid- 
|ow survives. 








W. H. Spear, motion picture 


4 . 4 . | a 
studio projectionist, died from heart | been issued by 


while driving his automobile. Car | 
stopped on embankment in front of | 
street car with Spear found dead | 
at the wheel. 





Laurence ‘Tex’ Comanche, 24, In- 
dian film extra, died Oct. 10 in|} 

} 
Hellywood from bullet wounds 





cago. He was last employed as a 
guard at the Chicago Juvenile | 
Court. 


He was reputedly a cousin of the! by a hit-and-run driver in Los An- 
late Wilton Lackaye. No other rela- !geles Oct. 15. 
Burial | 


wel) |dren were at her bedside when she 


either self-inflicted or received in a 
suicide pact. | 
| 
_—— | 
| 

Brother, 20, of Theola Roberts, 


secretary at Warners-FN 
Los Angeles, was killed 


private 
exchange, 


Mrs. Anna Ancel, mother of Ben, 
| Herman, Jeff and Dave Bernie, died 
in New York Oct. 18. Her 12 chil- 


passed. 


Mrs. Molly Hunter Gillingwater, 
84, mother of Claude Gillingwater, 
actor, died Oct. 13 in Huntington 
Park, Calif. Survived by three sons. 





Mrs. Carroll Johnson, 85, widow 
of the famous minstrel, died at the 
| St. Paul hotel, New York, Oct. 16. 


Flexible 





Prices 


(Continued from page 5) 
can be introduced with any hope of 
success. 

The average top admission for the 
theatres figured in the plan is 25 
cents. With adoption of the pro- 
posal this will be raised to not more 
than 35 cents when an exceptional 
picture is booked. By the same 
token, however, when a lesser pic- 
ture is played the top admission 
would be reduced to 15c. In this 
way originators of the plan are cer- 
tain that a marked b. o. increase 
and a classification of attendance 
will be realized for the first time in 
theatre operation while not making 
the load too heavy on the public. 

Kent as Hays’ Rep 

Motion. Picture Theatre Owners 
of America, Allied Exhibitors and 
the Hays Organization, which has 
been and is being officially repre- 
sented by Sidney R. Kent, will spend 
the next three weeks sounding all 
sides of the industry on the points 
agreed upon among their representa- 
tives at sessions in the Union 
League Club last Friday and Satur- 
day (21-22). 

The exhibitor organizations will 
concentrate on informing the inde- 
pendents in the field of the signifi- 
cance of the proposition. It will be 
Kent’s job to report back to the 
Hays Organization and obtain the 
reactions of individual companies 
to the stand which he has assumed. 

Not only independents but neutral 
observers are of the understanding 
that the elastic admissions policy 
will automatically~ sound the knell 
for ‘exclusives.’ This is a point 
which is expected to start some 
friction within the Hays body. Pro- 
ponents, however, feel certain that 
they can sell exclusive devotees, 
such as Metro, on the general bene- 
fit to the industry of the new plan. 

Understandings among the con- 
ferees were also arrived at as to a 
uniform contract, arbitration, a con- 
ciliation board and arbitration. The 
conferences, incidentally, were the 
first in years to be made up of non- 
lawyers, Abram Myers for Allied 
being substituted by H. M. Richey 
and Sidney Samuelson. 

More work was recorded last Fri- 
day and Saturday than in the aver- 
age six months of meetings around 
the formal round table, it was 








; ened into more conventional Holly- 


| 
| 


pointed out yesterday (Monday). 





Uncommon Chatter 


(Continued from page 39) 
—for which ‘Vanity Street’ should be 
grateful. Its heroine is one of those 
unbelievably demure bric-a-bracs 
taken down to throw her shadow 
across the screen. She is credible 
only as Miss Chandler makes her 
credible with her own singularly 
youthful appearance and unstudied 
manner. 

Her make-up could be more 
studied, and yet not steal character 
from a not-too-pretty, elfin face. 
Deft pencilling would enlarge her 
eyes and bring them a trifle closer 
together. Her lips could be sweet- 


wood contour. A calculating make- 


World Series Rodeo 


VARIETY 55 








New York, Oct. 20 
The seventh annual ‘World's 
Series’ Rodeo is on at Madison 
Square Garden, filling a long date, 
from Oct. 14 to 30, with Mrs. W. R. 


Hearst’s Milk Fund as its auspices. | 


Last mentioned fact brings it a 
world of ballyhoo, which is re- 
flected in moderately good attend- 
ance. On the night witnessed the 
Garden was probably just above 
half filled, and that represents quite 
a sum of money if it averages that 


well. Enterprise needs a lot, for the 
nut for the stay is reported at 
$250,000. 

House is scaled high with a top 


of $3.30 for boxes, running down to 
$1 for choice rafter chairs. 
Mezzanine seats are $2.25, which is 
plenty for what ene gets. Children 
at half price appears to bring in a 
lot of customers taking care of the 
kids, 

Presentation scheme involves no 
novelty. Heavy emphasis is laid on 
the ‘contest’ feature of the events 
and the fatt that it is not a wild 
west show. Showmanly value of 
these two angles are doubtful in 
popular appeal, the first because it 
invites a vigorous doubt that a 
strictly competitive spirit could be 
maintained for such'a permanent 
show which makes long stands and 
moves about intact, and the wild 
west alibi hasn’t any force as ap- 
plied to an exhibition that on its 
face finds it difficult to establish 
its superiority. 

The almost forgotten Wild West 
show had a variety that is absent 
from the modern rodeo. It had 
Indians and it: had dramatic fea- 
tures like the pony express and the 
stage coach hold-up, and it pre- 
sented a lot that is absent from 
shows like that at the Garden. 

This performance runs from 8:30 
to 10:55, and in that considerable 
stretch of time feats of horseman- 
ship, be they ever so thrilling in 
themselves, become a little tire- 
some, to grownups at least, who get 
the same thing in tabloid form week 
by week in the newsreels. Elabo- 
rating a newsreel clip into two and 
a half hours of $3 show is an un- 
dertaking. 

Direction of the show is routine. 
Nothing has been attempted beyond 
a stereotyped running off of a cow- 
boy sports program, accompanied 
by announcements through a public 
address system that do a good deal 
to dull the edge of the show. Each 
event is preceded by elaborate in- 
troduction of the riders who are 
leading in the ‘contests’ and there 
is much verbiage about the events 
themselves. This stalling inter- 
feres with the brisk running of the 
performance, 

Show’s punch, lies entirely in the 
riding and handling of wild stock 
and the pageantry of the cowboy 
group, and the director lets it go at 
that without any. clever style of 
presentation. High spots of this 
evening came with a calf roping in 
something like 13 second? after sev- 
eral riders had either missed both 
their casts or had, accomplished the 
feat after 40 or 50 seconds. An- 
other incident that evoked applause 
was the bull-dogeging of a steer in 
11 or so seconds. The rest of it 
was received in silence suggesting 
a bit of boredom and creating the 
suspicion that the rodeo thing has 
become too straight a show, lacking 
the fictitious deyices that are neces- 
sary to clinch the popular fancy. 
In short, the whole business is too 
short on intelligent hoke in which 
the old Wild West outfit abounded. 

The ‘contest’ plug doesn’t quite 
gz0 down. It is conceivable that 
rodeos in Texas or the cattle coun- 
try the exhibit gets its spirit from 
an attendance spurred oan by vital 
partisanship for the contestants. In 
the Garden the audience doesn't 
care a whoop who wins, or whether 
the riders are risking their necks 
for wage or awards. The competi- 
tive feature for big town purposes 
is worthless and time given over to 
emphasize that feature is wasted. 

Arrangement of this show doesn't 
lead to anything. Program opens 
with a baseball game on bareback 
horses, and to all intents and pur- 
poses that is as near a climax ag 
anything that comes later. Rest is 
fancy riding, rope spinning, calf 
roping, outlaw riding, steer riding, 
fancy riding and finally bull-dog- 
ging. Mild comedy in the form of 
mule riding cowboy clowns, and an 
excellent novelty in a one-horse 
high school turn is pretty much on 
a dead level. Thrill of this per- 
formance was a crashing fall by an 
outlaw rider that called for the 
stretcher bearers, but even that 
wasn't especially dramatic. 


less 





up would be more cordial to trying 
close-ups. 





Ex-Performer’s Novel 
‘Marquee Ballyhoo,’ new nove) by | 
Maurice L. Kusell, Los Angeles 
dancing school owner and former | 
performer, and M. &S. Merritt, 
the Overland-Out 


has 


‘disease Oct, 23,-in Hollywood, Cal.,; West Publications of Los Angele 


Finale feature is an experiment. 
They drive a score or more wild 
cows with their calves into the 
arena, and prizes go to any pair of 


they had been bull- 


hands that milk them, one holding 
an outraged hossy by the head 
while the other makes a futile stab 
at getting away with the milkmaid 
job Feature didn’t work out very 
We 1] 

Crowd probably got the most! 
amusement out of watching the; 


.Baden and Belmont, 





= ee =D 
the rafters, but there \ . efttort 
niade to pep this teature ip. kvery- 
body, including the steers seemed 
ito be a bit listless and bored with 
j the whole thing. That feeling per- 
vades the whole show, with the ex- 
ception of the talkative announcer, 
who was as fresh and peppy at the 


finish as at the start. 
Program carries the names of 


or 
vv 


riders, but at this performance the 
grand entry numbered exactly 103 
mounted men and women, the band 
—Col. William T. Johnson's Texas 
Cowboy Band—being afoot. 

What the rodeo needs, if it is to 
supplant the old Wild West show 
as entertainment, is a stage di- 

Rush. 


rector. 


RODEO MAY SEE PROFIT 
WITH $250,000 NUT 


The rodeo at Madison Squane 
Garden figures to turn a profit by 
the end of the series which will be 
completed Sunday (29). Gross the 
first eight days, inclusive of Friday 
(21) when attendance hit capacity 
was $100,000. Total nut is $250,000. 
Biggest expense is the live stock, 
costing $75,000. Prizes and pub- 
licity amount to about the same. 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons 
were played last week and are 
scheduled for this week. A Friday 
matinee has been added, 





Premium Coin Unclaimed 


Records of the secretary of the 
Central Iowa Fair association have 
disclosed that there are 200 premium 
checks from the fall event still 
lying in the safe awaiting a call 
from prize winners. 

Checks cali for sums 
from 15 cents to more than 


WALLACE CLOSING SET 
Firmingham, Oct... 24, 

Hagenback-Wallace circus was 
here Friday (21), and was to close 
six days later at Corbin, Ky. Show 
has been making long jumps in the 
South and playing only the sure 
money spots and has been doing 
pretty good business. 

Show used the new circus lot 
here, near town’s center. Sells- 
Floto was first to use the lot seve 
eral weeks ago. 


ANTI DOG TRACK MOVE 


ranging 
20 each. 








San Francisco, Oct. 24. 
Concerted move under way to 
close up two: nearby dog tracks, 


with flock of 
lawsuits getting under way in local 
courts. 

Baden, in south San Francisco, 
has just been granted a license to 
operate until] Dec. 1, which privilege 
is bringing charges down on ‘city 
council's heads. 

HORROW CO. FILES 
York, Pa., Oct. 24, 

The Horrow Novelty Co. New 
York City, filed’ a claim for $1,709 
against the goods and equipment 
of Mrs. J. M. Finsel, a concession- 
naire at the recent York Fair. 

The Kinsel fixtures were seized 
by the sheriff, and Mrs. Kinsel, who 
did not furnish bond to release the 
goods, will be unable to move them. 


CARNIVAL ROUTES 


* 
(For Current Week—Oct. 24-29) 
Bee F. H.—Decatur. 
Bernardi Exposition—Phoenix. Ariz. 
Bloom’s God Medal-—Coffey ville. 
Bunt’s Greater—Camden. 
Cetlin & Wilson—Sumter, S. C. 
Craft's Greater—Santa Rosa. 
Dixieland—Jasper. 
Florida Exposition—Loris. 
Gloth—Emporia. 
Golden Rule—Columbia, 
Hames, Bill H.—Rusk. 
Henry, Lew—Suffolk, Va. 
Landes, J. L.—Arkansas City, Ar 
Lee Amusement—Covington, 
Legette, C. R.—Russellville. 
Mississippi Valley—Meadville, M 
Page, J. L.—Bennettsville, S. C. 
Reading's United—Cedartown 
Roland Exposition—Greenville. 





Snapp, Wm, R.—Jasper 
Sol's Liberty—Caruthersville, M« 
Western, J. W.—York. 


Williams, 8S. B.—West. 


Chump-Educator 





(Continued from page 1) 


converted into America’s most sus- 


picious town and they may meve 
it to Missouri. 

Alvin Gillette, leading spirit of 
the campaign, even broadcast his 
own wife’s gullivility and how she 
had fallen for one gaz. 

WIBA also revealed how a bunch 
ot hard boiled politicians were 
|vamped by a group ol-goel look- 
ng goals whose credéoatials wouldn't 
tand ihe glare vf investig2.iens, 
Mesdaiat Ww OF iold to s¢ram. And 
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56 VARIETY Tuesday, October 25, 1932 
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PRESENTING THE MOST ELABORATE ARRAY OF CIRCUS TALENT EVER ASSEMBLED AT 
ONE TIME UNDER TENT OR ROOF! 
(In Association with Larry Boyd and Phil Wirth) 


RKO PALACE THIS WEEK, OCTOBER 22 


BROADWAY AT 47TH STREET, NEW YORK 


and the Entire Famous Equestrian 
“THE GREATEST CIRCUS RIDER eesti st Sane: 
OF ALL TIME” STELLA, MARILUS, FREDDIE, 
ETHEL and CHARLES 


th Superhuman 
latabignnes These 


vutim: Ghristianson’s Famous Cream Line Stallions ==. = 
a Lifetime! ingly Miraculous 


ROBINSON’S MILITARY ELEPHANTS 


A HERD OF FAMOUS PACHYDERMS 

















ITALY’S of ite Kind execut: 

WHIRLWINDS = iy ggg 

the famous double full twist 
, : into a chair. 








Of the Famous Flying Wards 
and the Feature of Sells-Floto 
Circus for Years 


Champion of All Men and 
Women in Her Sensational 


One-Arm Throw-Overs E ~ M A WA ed D 
“ROYAL PAIR OF FEATS OF STRENGTH AND 
THE AIR" ED ny O O ie E Yy JENNY DARING HIGH IN THE AIR! 
IN HER A Beautiful Girl in a Sensational 
SLIDE Death Defying Slide from the 
Highest Point of the Auditorium 
! to the Stage Suspended Only by 
FOR LIFE . Her Teeth! 
FEATURING DOGS, PONIES, 
enue MONKEY and COMEDY MULE 
































‘coe =U MR OO MAN Sitces' 
seemtibeis RACES 
BLUCH LANDOLF | FREE—Strange—FREE 
People From Strange Lands 
PAUL JEROME MAJOR MITE ELSA 
ALT LA-RUE Smallest Man in the World . ; 
BILLY RICE. 24 Inches creates eee 22 Years GREENWOOD S 
HIP RAYMOND ERS 
PHIL E. KEELER oe CLOWNETTES 
(and Sylvia) | Human Photo Gallery 
| MILDRED | 
WORLD FAMOUS __ Every Inch of Her Body Tattooed A Dozen of America’s Most 





KL OWN S | re Pe po kd Ms Beautiful Terpsichorean Artists 
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